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FABIOLA

Or The Church of the Calacombs,

==

By His Eminence Cardinal Wiseman,

\ co—— \
{Published by Specisl Request.)
Part Second.
CHAPTER XI.

Tace OrpxaTioN IN DECEMEBER
(Continued from last week. )

The bishop theo addressed the young
aapirante in glowing snd affactionate
words. He told them how high a call
it was to lead the lives of angels, who
neither marry nor give in marriage,to
tread the same chaste path to heaven
which the Incarnate Word chose for
Hiz own Mother; and arrived there, to

" CHAPTER XII
Tax Nomnm_:u ViLra

Romse castward, and between it and
the Salarian is a deep ravine, beyond
which on the side of the Nomentan
way lies a gracefully undulating
ground., Amidet this iz situated a
picturesque round temple, and nesr it
atraly beautiful basilica, dedicated
to Bt Agnes: Here was the villa
belonging to hér, situmted about a
mile and a balf from the city; and
thither it had been arranged that the
two, now the three, newly comsecrated
should repair, to spend the day in
retirement and tranquil joy. Few
more such days, perbaps, would ever
be granted them

We need not describe this rural
residence, except to sy that every-
thing in it breathed contentment and

be received into the pure ranks of |happiness. It was one of those genial

that picked bost that followsthe Lamb
whithersoever He goeth. He expatiat-
ed on the doctrine of 8. Paul, writing
to the Corinthians on the superiority
of virginity to every other state; and

he feelingly desoribed the happiness of | heavens cloudless.

having no love om earth but one,
whieh,instead of fading,opens out into
immortality in beaven. For bliss,
he observed, is but the expanded
flower which Divine love bears on
earth. .

After this brist discourse, and an
examination of the candidates for this
great honour,theholy Pontiff proceed-

days which a Roman winter supplies.
The rugged Apennines were slightly

owdered with snow; the ground wes
kgare]y oriep, the atmosphere transpar-
ent, the sunshine glowing, and the
A foew greylish
curla of melting smoke from the
cottmges and the leafless vines alone
told that it was December. Every-
thing living seemed to know and love
the gentle mistress of the place. The
doves came and perched upon her
shoulder or her hand; the lambs in
the paddock frisked, and ran to her
the moment she approached, and took

ed to bless the different portions of |the green fragrant herbs which she

their religioue habits, by prayers pro-
bably nearly identical with those now
in use, and these were put on them by
their respective attendsnts. The new
religious laid their heads upon the
altar, in token of their oblation of
eelf. Butin the West the bair was
not cut, as it was in the East, but was
always left long. A wreath of flowers
was then placed upon the head of
each; and though it was winter, the
well-grarded terrace of Fabiola had
been made to furmish bright and
fragrant blossoms.

All seemed ended ;and Agnes, kneel-
ing at the foot of the altar, was motion-
less in one of her radiant raptures.
gozing fixedly upwards; while Syra,
near her, was bowed down, sunkinto
the depths of her gentle humility,
wondering how she shonld have been
found worthy of 8o much favour. 8o
absorbed were both intheir thanks-
giving, that they perceived not a
slight commotion through the assem-
bly, asif something unexpected was
occurring.

They were aroused by the bishop
repeating the question—*‘My daugh-
ter, what dost thou seek?’’ when, be-
fore they could look around, each feit
a hand seized, and heard the answer
returned in a voice dear to both:
“‘Holy father, to receive the veil of
consecration to Jesus Christ, my only
love on earth, under the care of these
two holy virgins, already His happy
spouses.’’

They were overwhelmed with joy
and tenderness, for it was the poor
blind Caecilia. When she heard of
the happiness that awaited 8yra, she
had flown.as we have sesn, to the Lind
Lucina, who soon contoled her, by
suggesting to her the possibility of
obtaining a similar grace.8he promis-
ed to furnish all that was necessary,
only Cecilia insisted that her dress
should be course, as became a poor
beggar-girl. The priest Dionysius
presented to the Pontiff, and obtained
the grant of her prayer; and as she
wished to have her two friends for
sponsors, it was arranged that he
gshould lead her up to the altar aftar
their consecration. Cecilia, however,
kept her secret:

"The blessings were spoken, and the
habit and veil put on ;when they ask-
ed her if she had brought no wreath
of lowers. Timidly she drew from
under her garment the crown she had
provided, a bare thorny branch, twist-
ed into & circle,and presented saying—

I have no flowers to ofler my
Bridegroom, neither did He wear
flowers for me. I am but a poor girl,
and do you think my Lord will be
offended, if I ask Him to srown me,
as He was pleased to be crowned
Himself! And then,Aowers represent
virtues in those that wear them; bnt
my barren heart has produced nothing
better then these.’’

She saw not, with her blind eyes,
how her two companione snatched the
wreaths from their heads to put on
hers; but a sign from the Pontift
checked them; and amidst molstened
eyes she was'led forth, all joyous, in
her thorny crown;emblen of what the
Church has always tanght, that the
very queenship of virtueis innocence

crowned by penance.
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brought them with evident pleasure;
but none owned her kindly sway so
much as old Molossus, the enormous
watch-dog. Chained beside the gate
go fierce was he, that none buta few
favourite domestics durst go near him.,
But no sooner did Agnes appear.than
he crouched down, and wagged his
bughy tail, and whined, till he was let
looge; for now a child might approach
him. He never left his mistress’s
gide;be followed her like a lamb; and
if she sat down, he would lie at her
feet, looking into her face for the
usual caress from her bhand:

It was indeed a peaceful day;
sometimes calm and quiet, soft and
tender, as the three spoke together of
the morning's happiness, and of the
happier morning of which it was a
pledge, above the liquid amber of,
their present skies;sometimes cheerful
and even merry, as the two took
Caecilia to task for the trick she had
played them. And she laughed
cheerily, as she always did, and told
therh she had & better trick in store
for them yet;which was,thatshe would
cut them out when that next morning
came; for she intended to be the first
at it and not the last:

Fabiola bad in the meantime come
to the villa to pay her first wisit to
Agnes after her calamity, and to thank
her for hersympathy. She walked
forward, but stopped suddenly on com-
ing near the spot where this happy
group were assembled. For when she
beheld the two who could see the out-
ward brightness of heaven, hanging
over her who seemed to hold al% ite
gplendour within her soul, she saw at
once, in the scene, the verification of
her dream. Yet unwilling to intrude
herself unexpectedly upon them, and
anxious to find Agnes alone, and not
with her own slave and a poor blind
girl, she tuarned away before she was
noticed, and walked towards a distant
part of the grounds:  8till she could
not help asking herself,why she could
not be cheerful and happy asthey?
Why was there a gulf between them?

But the day was not destined to
finish without its clonds;it would bave
been too blissful for earth. Besides
Fabiola, another person had started
from Rome, to pay a less welcome
visit to Agnes. This was Fulvius,
who had never forgotten the rssurances
of Fabius, that his fascinating address
and brilliant ornaments had turned
the weak head of Agnes. He had
waited till the first days of mourning
were over, and he respected the honse
in which he had once received such a
rude reception,or rather suffered such
a summary ejectment. Having ascer-
tained hat, for thefirst time, she had
gone without her parents, or any male
attendants, to her suburban villa, he
considered it a good opportunity for
pressing his suit. He rode out of the
Nomenten gate, and was soon at
Agreg’s. He dismounted; said he
wished to see her on important busi-
and, after some importunity, was ad-
mitted by the porter. He was directed
along a walk,at the end of which she
would be found. The sun was declin-
ing, and her companions had strolled
to s distance;and she wassitting alone
in a bright sanngy;epot, with old Mo-
lossus crouching st her feet. The
slightest spproach to a growl from
him, rarewhen he was witﬁr her, made
her look up from her work of tying
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Fulviaecame near with a respectfal
buk fresr air than usual, as one &l-
ready assured of his request.

‘I bave come, Lady Agnes,’” he
said, ! to renew to you the expression
of my sincere regard;and I could not
have chosen a better day, for brighter
or fairer scarcely the summer sum
could have bestowed.”

*‘Fair, indeed, and bright it has
been to me,’’ replied Agnes, borne
back in mind to cge morning's scene;
“‘and no sun in my life has ever given
the fairer,—it can only give me one
more fair.”

Fulviue was flattered, as if the
compliment wasdo his presence, and
answered, **The day, no doubt you
mean, of your espousals with one who
may have won your heart.”

“*That is indeed done,’’she replied,
as if unconsciously; ‘‘and this is his
own precious day.’’

‘‘And was that wreatned veil upon
your head placed there in anticipation
of this happy hou??”

““Yes; 1t is the sign my beloved has
placed upon my countenance, that I
recognize no lover but himself.”’

‘‘And who is this happy being? I
was not without hopes, nor will I re.
nounce them yet, that I have a place
in your thoughts, perhaps in your
affections.” ;

Agnes seemed acarcely to heed his
words. There was no appearance of
shyness or timidity in her looks or
manner, no embarrassment.even—

*‘8potless without, and innocent

within,

B8he feared no danger, for she

knew no gin."”’

Her childlike countenance remain-
ed bright,open,and guileless;her eyes,
midly beaming, looked straight upon
Fulvius’s face with an earnestsimplic
ity,that made him almost quail before
ber. Bhe stood up now, with graceful
dignity, as she replied, “Milk and
honey exhaled from his lips, as the
blood from his stricken cheek impress.
ed itself on mine.”’

- Bhe is crazed, Fulvius was just be-
inning to, think; when the inspired
ook of hér countenance,and the clear
brightnees of her eye, as she gazed
forwards towards some object seen by
herself alone, overawed and subdued
him. She recovered it an instant;
and again he took heart He resolved
at once to pursue his demand.

“Madam,’’ he said, *‘you are trifling
with one who sincerely admires and
loves you! I kpow from the best
authority, —yes, the best authority, —
that of a mutual friend departed, that
you have been pleased to think favor-
ably of me, and to express yourself
not opposed to my urging my claims
to your hand.I now, therefore,segious—
ly and earnestly solicit it. F may
seem abrupt and informal, but I am
sincere and warm.”’

“‘Begone from me, food of corrup-
tion!’’ she said, with calm majesty;
“for already a lover has secured my
heart, frotn whom alone I keep m
troth, to whom I intrust myself wit
uadivided devotion; one whose love is
chaste, whose caress is pure, whose
brides never put off their vigin
wreaths.’’

Fulvius, who had dropped on his
knee as he concluded his last sentence
and had thus drawn forth that severe
rebuke,rose, filled with spite and fury,
at having been so completely deluded.
“Is it not enough to be rejected,’’ he
said, ‘‘after having been encouraged,
but must insult be heaped on me too?
and must I be told to my face that
another has been before me to-day?—
Sebastian, I suppose, again—— "’

“Who are you?’’ exclaimed an in-
dignant voice behind him, ‘‘that dare
to utter with disdain the name of one
whose honour is untarnished, and
whose virtue is as unchallenged as his
courage?’’

He turned round, and stood con-
fronted with Fabiola, who, having
walked for some time about the gar-
den, thonght she would now probably
find her cousjn disengaged,and by her-
golf.Shre had come upon him suddenl
and had caught his last words. Ful-
ving was abashed, and remained
silent.” )

Fabiola, with a noble indignation,
continned: “And who, too, are you,
who, not content with bhaving once
thrust yourself into my kinswoman's
house to insult her, presume now to
intrude upon the privacy of her yural
retreat?”’ '
“And who are you,’’ retorted Ful-
vius, “who take upon yourself to be
imperious mistress in another's
house?’’ _

“‘One,” replied the lady, ‘‘who, by
sllowing my cousin to meet you first
st her table, and there discovering
your designs upon an innocent child;
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her from them,” . o
Bhe took Agnes by the band, and

required what he never remsmbered

took delightedly, s gentie little tap,to
keep him from more than growling;
when Fulvios, gomhing his teeth,
muttered andiblly‘—-— _

‘‘Haughty Roman dame! shon
shalt hitterly rue this day and hour,

can revenge,”’ :
[To be continned ]
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Five Minute Sermon

The King’s Account.

From this Gospel we should learn
how greatis the goodness of God,and
how willingly He forgives him who
eincerely confesses his sins and firmly
resolves to amend his life. David
and Magdalen are very cloguent
examples of this,

The servant who refused to have

those Christians
their neighbor, while they themselves
dare hope to obtain or have even

their sins, which are far more grievous,
Let us learn from this how an
the Lord will be with usif we exact
satiafaction, knowing that He has
srictly commanded u» to forgive our
neighbor from our heart, and that He
bas repeatedly assured us that we
shall be treated by Him in the same

manner as we have treated others,

The Divine Teacher said this in the

'Saruble tolet us know that whosoever

oes not sincerely forgive his enemies
;n}i be sentenced to the torments of
)

Wae should learn from this Grospel
to acknowledge before God our great
debts, thatis, our eins, with ainocerity
and bumility of heart, Sscondly, we
are to learn to havea firm parpose
of making good cur great debt as far
as we can with the asistance of
divine grace, by repentance, by re-
ceiving the holy sacraments, and by
other good works, Lastly, we are to
learn sincerely to pardon thoste who
have oflended us, and to fesr the
punighments with which God has
threatened vindictive men,

Forty Hov;rs Devotion.

The devotion of the ‘“Forty Hours'
will be held in the churches of the
diocese of Rochester as follows:

October 16—Lima; Farmersville;

Phelps:Owego;St.Boniface's, Rochester,

Woekly Chuorch c“.ﬂ‘”‘n

Bunday October 16—Gospel, 8t. Matt.
xvid, 28-86—St. Gall, abbot and con-
feasor.

Monday 17—St. Hedwige, widow.

Tuesday 18—8t. Luke, evanglist,

Wednesday 10—8St. Peter of Alcantara,
confessor.

Thursdsy 20—St. John Cantius, con-
fessor.

Friday 21—8t. Ursula & Comp,martyrs.

Saturday 22—8t. Serverus, hishop.

-
St. Mary's Hospital.
Patients in Hospital feptember, 1,

ol 101; admitted, 107; birthe,b;died,13;

discharged,110; remainingin hospital
Oct, 1,90. No psay patients, 30;
private, 23; city, county end town,
13; ward pay, 24; total, 0. Am-
bulance csalls, 70; hurry, 24; cases
transferred to 8t. Mary’s hospital,41;
to bomes and stations, 17; to other
hospi tals, 2 ;not taken nor eared for, 10,

NATIONAL THEATRE,

Johnny and Emma Ray, of ‘*Hot Old
Time” fame, comes to the Nationsl
Theatre the firat three days of next
week, including the usual matiness
Tuesday and W ednesdav,in theirlatest
and funniest offering, “Downthe Pike.”
Thig production shows these two popu-
lar fun makers dn possibly the most
congenisl role they have ever essayed,
and the coinedy is5aid to be irresistible.

“Hoity Toity’’,one of Weber & Fieldd
most successful creations, is booked for
appearance at the National Bheatre the
last half of next week. It possesses
every quality that goes to make up
good fun ard popular melody, and has
been termed one of the greatest whist-
ling sucesses of the age. The compan
fs large snd possesses a chorus of daxzl-
ing lovliness.

BAKER THEATRE.

“Kidnapped in New York” with Bar-
ney Gilmore cast g8 star, will be geen
at the Baker Thestre the first three

day and Wednesday. For a sensational
melodrama,itis said to be £ar above the’
average., Not only is the plot carefally
drawn, bat it possesses thrilling situs-
tions and bright dialogue.

The Baker Theatre will present as itg
attraction the last three days of next
week, with matinees Friday and Satuy-|
day, “Down by the Sen,”” a romantic
comedy drams, said to be of more than
ordinary merit. The play p?{ﬁennes an
excellent story whick is told in a very

forcible manner’ o

was leading her away; and Molosmin Wfﬁi“ mm,,w‘ ;
to have received before, hut what hef

Thou shalt know and feel how Aua|

pity on his fellow-servant is a figure of | feature was not conidered,
ho refuse Lotgf? ive Lbeing within the proyine

previously obtain the forgiveness of
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A statement appesred

olic presa recently to t

in the placing of the

4o couniry Latholia

averlookedor alightsd
¢ mubject th

considerationgantored.
were not ohildren but
‘whom the oholids of the by
study were left  The.gover
$500 at itadisponal. . Ount of thi
to b8 paid. the toition, books,:
snd board, clothing, dootors b
spending money for the students,
By reason of this,expensive citiss

Washington, New York and of

conld not be selested, It wan the i
to. place the students intn. amw
cities and to have them hoard in.
vate families, While the ¥el

partment, the ain
nonsheotarian atate ¥
possibile, Conami
nished the namescf the moat desira
schools, At the saime time, the ¥
pinon being Catholics,application
made to & number of Ox g t 80|
for terms in oase any of the. stu
should prefer them, - A pro
Cathalio 1ayman was asked to-
the  names of theme whaoly, b
failed to do 10, Neverthalasd stud
were placed in the Drexel Tnutitutd
Philadelphin, founded by a lﬂ%tbqli
and in Santa Clara ooﬁa‘gv n Ouli- | terag
fornis. Among the schools seleoted
by commissioner Harris thers inthe|*
Oberlin college which, I am informed:
on good authority, is decidedly neo-
tarian, The remaining ones.arai--
Oincinnati University, Cinoinnati,
b students; Univmi:{‘of  Tennewes;:
Kuoxville, §; State Normal Hehool, |
Normal, I1L.,6;Dixon Business Opllage
Dixon, Iil., 4; Michigan State Agri~|:
cultural College, 5; Stats Normal)l®
8chool; DeKalb, Il1,, B‘Mu’; ‘raining
High School, Indianapolis, 8; Univars.
ity of Indians, Bloomington,4;Pardus
iy of Misiourt, Doratmhie, 5 aheas
ity of Miswuri, Oplumbis, 8; Jam:
Milliken ’Unlvguf_ s ’Docstur,mm“
Towa State Agricultural College, Anves,
Iows,' 4; Eastraan - Baviness Collige;
Poughkeepaie, M. Y., 4;Maws, Institute
of Technology, Boston, 4;Phil.Seline
of Industrial Axt snd Design, Phil
delphis, 4;8tate Norntal Sohool, Wiet-| ¢
chester, Pa., 6; Sinte Normal Sshool,
Trenton,N.J.,6;8tate Normal Sohbél;
Oswego, N, Y,,6;Comell University,
Ithacs, N. Y., 4; High School, Ann /-0t
Al’bﬂt, mchn 1- ’ -f
It may be urged that while thews
may not be under sectarinn mansge-
ment the atmowphere l?jr’ron‘ndlixg
them is Protestant. There ivnothing,
however, to prevent thess students
from making their homes in Catholic
families, neither ia there anything to
prevent Catholics from making i
effort to get them into such hotner, or |
to make their residence ini ooy midat |3
especially agreeable to them by invit.
ing them to Ostholic institutes and
entertainments, The selection of theit | O
home resta largely with the stadents. |
The Knights of Columbus,forinstance, | &
might select & committes in ench town |
to look after these, strangers. For|
this purpose I shall be pleased to send | gy
them the names of all of them. This|
kind of practical work is far more|'Why it shi
effective and more conductive to the|
good of the Filipinos than knocking|
the War Department for negleoting|® %
the religious education of these young { PrOPE?
men. |

The courses of study adopted by|
the Filipinos are Medicine, Law, | does,
Technology, Pedagogics, Engineering; | ot tivit
Agriculture, Art and Architecture. |88
E.L.Sdhart.Ph,D, | 0%
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Last Sunday Excursion. _
The West Shore Railrond offersthé | i
last low rate excursion of the season|
to Buffalo and Niagara Falls on Sux. |
day, October 16th. Round trip $1,
Tickets good going on morning traing,{ f
leaving 7.13, 7, 50, and 10,16 . m.; | 3
returning on sfterncon and avenitg| 4y
trains; also on special train for Rovhs |
eater, making all stops, leaving Ninguss
Falls at 8.31 p, m., and ’ﬁhi{‘&m %
9,30 p. m, S L
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