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By His Eminence Cardinal Wiseman.
——
(Published by Special Request.)
. Part éecond.

CHAPTER X

l

I

Y

TEE OrDINATION IN DECEMBER
(Continued from last week. )

““In what place do the Christians
meet?’ he is asked by the judge.

‘Do you think,”’ he replies, *‘that
we all meet in one place? It is not s0.”
But when interrogated where he lived,
and where he held meetings with his
disciples, he answered, ‘‘I have lived
till now near the house of a certain
Martin, at the bath known as the
Timotine. I have come to Rome tor
the second time, nor do I know any
other place but the one I bhave men-
tivned.”” The Timotine or Timothean
baths were part of the house of the
Pudens family,and are those at which
we have said that Fulvius and Cor-
vinus met early one morning. Novatus
and Timotheus were the brothers of
the holy virging Praxedes and Puden-
tiana;and hence the baths were called
the Novatian and the Timotine, as
they passed from one brother to an-
other.

8t. Justin, therefore, lived on this
spot, and, as he knew no other in
Rome, attended divine worship there.
The very claims of hospitality would
suggest it. Now in his apology, de-
scribing the Christian liturgy,of course
guch as he saw it, he speaks of the
officiating priest in terms that sufficient-
ly describe the bishop, orsupreme pas-
tor of the place; aot only by giving
him a title applied to bishops in anti-
quity, but by describing him asthe
person who has the care of orphans
and widows,and succours thg si:Ss,the
indigent,prisoners, strangers who come
as guests, who, ‘‘in one word, under-
takes to provide for all in want.”’
This could be no other thar the bis-
hop or pope himself.

We must fufther observe, that St.
Pius is recorded to have erected s fix-
ed baptismal font in this church, trans-
ferred with the papal altar to the
Lateran. Itis related that the holy
Pope Btephen (A .D 257) baptized the
tribune Nemesius and his family,with
many others, in the title of Pastor.
And here it was that the blessed dea-
con Laurentius distributed the rich
vessels of the Church to the poor.

In time this name had given way
to another. But the place is the
game;and no doubt can exist,that the
church of St. Pudentiana was, for the
first three centuries,the bumble cathe-
dral of Rome.

It was to this spot, therefore, that
Torquatus unwillingly consented to
lead Fulvius, that he might witness
the December ordination.

We find either in sepulchral in-
scriptions, in martyrologies, or in
ecclesiastical history, abundant traces
of all the orders, as still conferred in
the Catholic Church. Inscriptions
perhaps more commonly record those
of Lector or reader, and of Exorcist.

A difference was, however,that one
order was not necessarily a passage,
or step, to another;but persons remain-
ed, often for life in one of these lesser
orders. There was not,therefore,that
frequent administration of these, nor
probably wasit publicly performed
with the higher orders,

Torquatus, having the necessary

pass-word, entered, accompanigd by

Fulvius, who soon showed himself
expert in acting a8 others did around
him. The assembly was not large. It
was held in a hall of the house, con-
verted into a church or oratory, which
was mainly occupied by the clergy,
and the candidates for orders. Among
the latter were Marcus and Marcel-
lisnus, the twin-brothers, fellow-con-
verts of Torquatus, who received the
deaconship,and their tather Tranquil-
linus, who was ordained priest Of these
Fulviug impressed well in his mind
the features and figure; and still more
did hetake note of the clergy,the most
eminent of Rome, there assembled. But
on one,more than the rest, hefixed his
piercing eye, studying his every ges-
ture, look,voice and lineament,

This was the Pontiff who performed
the august rite. Marcellianus had
already governed the Church six
years,and was of & venerable old age.
His countenance, benign and mild,
scarcely seemed/to betoken the posses-
sion of that nerve which martyrdom
required, and which he exhibited in
his death for Christ. In those days
every outward characteristic which
could have betrayed the chief shep-
herd to the wolves was carefully

there is no donbt that when officiating

r The Church of the Calacombs, |t the sltar, a distinctive robe, thelingly, *‘don‘t be offended.
0 . forerunner of the ample chasuble, of | necessary to keep it quite a secret.”’

spotless white, was cast over the ordin-
ary garment. To this the bishop added
& crown, or infuls, the origin of the
later mitre; while in his hand he held
the arosier,emblem of his pastoral office
and authority.

On him who now stood facing the
assembly, before the sacred altar of
Peter, which was between him and the
people, the Eastern spy steadied his
keenest glance. He scanned him
minutely, measured with his eye his
height, defined the colour of his hair
and complexion, observed every turn
of his head, his walk, his action, his
tones,almost his breathing, til! he said
to himself, ‘‘If he stirs abroad, dis-
guished a8 he may choose, that man
is my prize. And I know his worth.”’

CHAPTER XI.

““The day before the first of June,
ceased to live Praetiosa,a girl,a virgin
of only twelve years of age, the hand-
maid of God and of Christ. In the
consulship of Flavius Vincentius, and
Fravitas, a consular man.’’ Found
in the cemetery of Callistus.

If the learned Thomassinus had
known this lately discovered inscrip-
tion, when he proved, withjsuch abun-
ance of learning, that virginity could
be professed in the early Church, at
the age of twelve, he would certainly
have quoted. For can we doubt that
“the girl who was a virgin of only
twelve years old, a handmaid of God
and Christ,”’was such by consecration
to God? Otherwise, the more tender
her age, the less wonderful her state
of maidenhood.

But although this. the nubile age,
sccording to Roman law, was the one
at which such dedication to God was
permitted by the Church,she reserved
to a maturer period that more solemn
consecration, when the veil of virginity
was given by the bishop; generally
on Easter Sunday. That first act
probebly consisted of nothing more
than receiving from the hands of par-
ents a plain dark dress. But when
any danger threatemed, the Church
permitted the anticipation, by many
years, of that period, and fortified the
spouses of Christ in their holy purpose,
by her more solemn blessing.

A persecution of the most savage
character was on the point of break-
ing out, which would not spare the

po wonder that they, who in their
hearts had betrothed themselves to the
Lamb, as His chaste spouses forever,
should desire to come to His nuptials
before death They longed naturally
to bear the full-grown lily, entwined
round the palm, should this be their
portion.

Agnes had from her infancy chosen
for herself this holiest state. The
saperhuman wisdom which had ever
exhibited 1tself in her works and ac-
tions, blending so gracefully with the
simplicity of an innocent and guileless
childhood, rendered her ripe, beyond
her years, for any measure of indul-
gence which could be granted to hearts
that panted for their chaste bridal-
hour. She sagerly seized on the claim
that coming danger gave bher, to a
more than usual relaxation of that
law, which prescribed a.delay of more
than ten years in the fulfilling of her
desire. Another postulant joined her
in this petition.

We may easily imagine that a holy
friendship had been growing between
her and Syra,from the first interview
which we have described between
them. This feeling had been increased
'by all that Agnes had heard Fabiola
say in praise of her favourite servant.
From,this,and from the work to which
pshe had devoted herself, of her mis-
tress’s conversion, must be entirely
left in her hands. It was evidently
prospering, owing to the prudence and
grace with which it was conducted.In
her frequent visits to Fabiola,she con-
tented herself with admiring and ap-
proving what her cousin related of
Byra’s conversations;butshe carefully
avoided every expression that could
raise suspicion of any collusion be-
tween them.

Syra as a dependfifit, and Agnes as
a relation, had put on mourning upon
Fabius’s death; and hence no change
of habit would raise suspicionin his
daughter’s mind, of their having taken
gome secret, or eome joint steps Thus
farthey could safely ask to be admitted
at once to receive the solemn consecra-
tion to perpetual virginity. Their
petition was granted; but for obvious
reasons was kept carefully concealed.
It was only a day or two before the
happy one of their spiritual nuptials,
that Byra told it, as a great secret, to
her blind friend.

‘‘And so,”’ said the latter,pretend-
ing to be displessed, ‘‘yon want to

of respeciable men was worn. But|{Do you call that chantable, now?"

most tepder of the flock; and it was|.

*‘My dear child,’’ said 8yra sooth-
It wan

“And therefore, I sappose, poor I
must not even be presem?”

“Oh yes, Caecilis, to bs sure you
may;and see all that you caz,’ veplied
Byra. laughing.

“‘Never mind about the seeillg. But
tell me, how will you be dressed?
What have you to get ready?”’

8yra gave her an exact description
of the habit and veil, their colour and
form.

‘‘How very interesting!’’ she eaid.
“‘And what have you to do?"*

The other, amused at her unwonted
curiosity,described minutely the short
ceremonial.

“Well now, one question more,"’
resumed the blind girl. *“When and
where is all this to be? You -said I
might come, 80 I must know the time
and place,”

S8yra told her it would be at the
title of Pastor, at daybreak, on the
third day from that. ‘‘But what has
made you so inquisitive, dearest? I
pever 8aw you 8o before. I am afriad
you are becoming quite worldly. "’

“Never you mind, " replied Caecilia,
‘‘if people choose to have secrets for
me, I do not see why I should not
have some of my own.”’

Syra langhed at her affected pettish-
ness, for she knew well the humble
aimplicity of the poor child’s beart.
They embraced affectionately and
parted. Caecilia went straight to the
kind Lucina, for she was a favourite
in every house. No sooner was she
admitted to that pious matron,s pre-
sence, than she flew to her, threw her-
gelf upon her bosom, and burst into
tears. Lucina soothed and caressed
her, and soon composed her. Ina
few minutes she was again bright and
joyous, and evidently deep in con-
gpirarcy with the cheerful lady about
gomething which delighted her. When
she left she was all buoyant and
blithe,and went to the house of Agues
in the hospital of which the good
priest Dionysiuslived. 8he found him
at home; and casting herself on her
knees before him, talked so fervently
to him, that he was moved to tears,and
gpoke kindly and consoling to her.
The Te Denm had not yet been writ-
ten; but somethiug very like it rang
in the blind girl’s heart, as she went
to her humble home.

The happy morning at length ar-
rived, and before daybread the more
solemn mysteries had been celebrated,
and the body of the faithful had dis-
persed . Only those remained who had
to take part in the more private func-
tion, or who were specially asked to
witness it. These were Lucina and
her son, the aged parents of Agnes,
and, of course, Sebastian. But Syra
looked in vain for her blind friend;
she had evidently retired with the
crowd; and the gentle slave feared
she might have hurt her feelings by
her reserve before their last interview.

The ball was still shrouded in the
dusk of a winter’s twilight, although
the glowing east without foretold a
bright December day. On the altar
burned perfumed tapers of large
dimensions, and round it were gold
and silver lamps of great value, throw-
ing an atmosphere of mild radiance
upon the sanctusry. In front of the
altar was placed the chair no less
venerable than itselt, ow enshrined
in the Vatican, the chair of Peter.On
this was seated the venerable Pontiff,
with staff in hand and crown on head,
and round biwm stood bis ministers,
scarcely less worshipful than himself.

From the gloom of the chapel there
came forth first the sound of swest
voices, like those of angels, chanting
in soft cadence 2 hymn, which anti-
cipated the sentiments soon after em-
bodie¢ in the ‘‘Jesus the virgin's
crown, ' the hymn for virging, Then
there emerged into the light of the
sanctuary the procession of already
consecrated virgins, led by the priests
and deacons who had charge of them.
And in the midst of them appeared
two, whose dazzling white garments
shone the brighter amidst their dark
habits: These were the two new
postulants, who,as the rest defiled and
formed a line on either side, were
conducted, each by two professed, io
the foot of the altar, where they knelt
at the Pontifts feet. Their brides-
maids,or sponsors, stood near to assist
in the function.

Each as she came was asked solemn-
ly what sh2 desired,and expressed her
wish to receive the veil and practise
its duties under the care of those
chosed guides. For although conse-
crated virgins had begun to live in
community before this period, yet
many continued to reside at home,
and persecution interferred with en-
clcsure.  8till there was a plate in

avoided. The ordinary simple garb | keep all the good things to yourself, | church, boarded off for the consecrat-
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for particular instruction and devo-
lions.

[To be continued }
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WASHINGTONLETTER

b
AMERICANS DO NOT GRAB ALL
FAT FILIPINO OFFICES.

The Fact:s and Figures,

Bome faw weeks ago there appeared.
in the Sacred Hears Review of Bos-
ton, an article apparently endorsing
the statement made in an anti-imper-
ialistio paper of New York(I think it
was the Post) that the polioy of the
Americans in the Philippines was to
grab all the fat offices and leave the
bones to the Filipincs, An investiga-
tion into the truth of this etatement
reveals, however,an entirely different
atate of affairs. It will be found that
in some osses Americans naturally
will hold the poeitions of responsibility
and have to hold exclusive control of
some of the departments of the
government of the islands. In looking
over the list of those bureaus the im-
preesion is readily received that the
Americans are taking all the offices

ed bythe War Department givin
the salaries of all the officials an
employees in the Philippines will show
that the Filipinos hold by far the
greater number of offices, if not those
pa{ing the higher salaries.

n order to demonstrate this I have
bad prepared a list of all the officials
with their salaries and nationality,

Sapreme Court:

Cayetano Arellano, chief justice,
Filipino, $7,600; Victorino Mapa and
Florentino Torres, sssociate justices,
Filipinos, each §7,000; J. F. Cooper,
Fletcher Ladd, James F. 8mith,Chas.
A Willard associate justice, Amerioans,
87,000,

In the courts of the first instance
there sre 8 American and 6 Filipino
judges. The employees of these courts,
olerks,stenographers,etc, number 160,
and of these 1567 aré Filipinos and 8
Americans. .

The Philixpim Commission is coms
posed of 5 Americans with a salary
of $5,000 each, and 3 Filipinos with
the same smlary. The employees of
the Philippine Commission number
28,0f whom 9 are Americans with an
sggregate salary of 816,000 and 14
Filipinos with an aggregate salary
of $12,000.

Of the 34 governors of Provinces
12 aro Americans with an aggsegate
salary of $21,000 and 22 %ilipinoa
with an aggregate salary of $39,000.

The justice of the peace of the 63
judicial provinces are Filipinos with~-
out exception, asare the police of the
raral distriots and, partly, of the
smaller citiee.

In the burean of health 14 Ameri-
cans receive a ealary of $21,600, and
139 Filipinoe ealaries amounting to
$43,000

In the weather buresu there are no
Americans and the 69 Filipinos re~
ceive the aggrgate salary of $30,000.

The state of affairs in the schools is
sbout the same. There are 8,500
Filipino teachers,and something over
900 Americans.

The rule has been establisbed that
Filipinos be employed wherever possi-
ble. According, in departments,such
88 the department of justice or of edu-
cation, the Filipinos outnumber the
Americans, while the post offices and
similar departments(essentially Amer.
ican institutions)are conducted almost
exclusively by Americans, but even
here the enterprising Filipinos are
makinginroads.

It isa little difficult to explain why
go mapy of our papers oppose the
policy of the American government in
the Philippines, or American occupa-
tion. W hen the withdrawal of the
American forces from the islande
would mean revolution. chaos,and the
distruction of the church at the hands
of the Filipino revolutionists:

E. L. Scharf, Ph, D.
e
Forty Hours Devotion.

The devotion of the “Forty Hours’
will be held in the churches of the
diocese of Rochester as follows:

Qctober 9-—St. Joseph's, Rochester;
Dundee:Geneseo;St. Alphonsus, Auburn;

Coldwater.

Weekly Church Calendar,

Sunday October 9—Gospel, St. John
iv, 46-53—St.Denis & Comp., martyrs.
Monday 10--8t. Francis Borgis, con-
fessor.

Tuesday 11—8t. Louis Bertrand, con-

fessor.
Wednesday 12—St. Wilfrid, bishop and
confegsor.

martyrs.
Saturds é_nyy 15—8t. Teress, virgin,
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S8T. MICHARI’S, ‘

The fourth and lsss Tuesday of this
month, 8t, Michael’s Ladies® Aux.
iliary will have s ioqidffarti'a benefit|
of the new church. R A
The Young Lasdies’ sodslity will|,
have & pedro party on the 27th of}:"
Oot()he!'- R ' ; ) ’1‘
Every Wednesdsy mud Friday
evening the rosary is ssid, snd henes

diction is given. B
UATHEDRAL, - {
The retreat for the women olosed 00
last Bunday afternoon.  Over| .

12.000 women attended wervices dur:| .
ing the retreat. Bunday eveming al% - o
week’s retreat for the men was opened |.*° 1;
byan eloquent sermon by Rev. W, 3‘“13
P. Rysn, followed by benediotion of at.!‘!"" 10
the most holy ssorament. The ‘?{; -
Pasior was very well plensed with-the. By R
excellent attendance of the womgn’s|~#CrAl
retreat, and frusts the men's refreat| Y10
will beas fully attended, ; g@ﬁh
Requiem high mass was colebated | 137 10118k £
Thursdsy momin% at 8 o'clock for Heat} dev
Patrick Kavanagh, - ‘ “fﬁ“g;* W S
The funersl of Mra, Sarah ©Q, Van| , A4¢ QUaKOTIy L
Hoesen took placefrom Lady Ohapel, V'A.u?iﬁo ,ﬁt’ ;"g:nh ’ ;"h,
Tuesdsy morning, &t nine %’ olock, [ EHe #eR00L BRIL .- 2o,
end was very largely attended by her{ BT, MARY'S,
many friends and relatives. ‘i T
»Rev.h Mli)ohael Krzig ¥elebga§ed m(i d A
quiem high mass, and also conducte . Rk
the burial services, The remains were i The 3“%’31?&“‘%“&%&-7
laid in HolySepulohre cometery, She|M0m Wa8 takem up 144t Sunis
is survived by her husband and one| Envelopes Y’%&‘ﬁ ’ LE
son Who ll:ave(a1 thesincere sympathy of ?&n&? :‘:g\;:é;%g
many in her demise
Tge many friends of Thos. J. Burns|the newreciory, -
of Maplestreet, who was injured on| The funeral of
the B. R. and P. raflroad were pained | Mason took placefroi
to learn of his accident, and trust he|9 o’ clock Tuesday mp)
may have a speedy recovery. ‘ '

8T, BRIDGET'S,

Father Kavanaugh delivered the
first of a series of sermons on the
Apostles’ Creed, last SBunday, taking
for his text “I believe in God, the
Father Almighty."

Our polden jubilee will be celebrat: |
ed Nov.6th with solemn high maum at
10:30 a. m. and the blessing of the
new bell at 4 p.m.Our Bt. Rev.Bishop|,
has promised to be present upon the|
oceasion, - : o

The services for the jubiles of the
Immaculate Conception will be an-
nounced later, ]
A requiem mass was oftered Mon. | lave b
day morning for Miss Margaret Cofley | rétt
requested by Council 33, C. R. B, A, | Miss
A months’ mind high muss was]

1o elock thete Wik
mags for Mis, Mar
The fasiersd. of
took ﬁ ot
chureh on. ¥4
tock place oo Thaw
o’ elock wasortie o th
of this charch.

Thursdsy 13—St. Edward, king and | Offered %ednesdayi% 8 a.m, for Frank
confesgor. - . Frauel, ey e
Friday 14—8t. Calistus I., pope and The firat F’?id" Wk I m ;

tile ‘wotk.




