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FABIOLA

: Or The Church of the Catacombs,

Part Secorzd.
CHAPTER L

CoNrriCcE.

(Continued from last week, )

He continued: “What 2 glorious
youth, to have confessed Christ at

1y

¢

shall never forget the sight!

bius's feet

thes days’"’

“Oh, no, I hopenot, '’ said the old
digger, with a return of his husky
voice. ‘Do not, I entrest you, allude
to such a possibility.
time must come sooner.
trees are spared,indeed, and the young

~ plants cut down!
“Come, come, my good friend, I
But [ have almost
forgotten to deliver the message I came
It is, that to-morrew at
~ dawn, you must come to my mother’s
' bouse, to arrange about preparing the
© ceneteries for our coming troubles.
" Oar holy Pope will be there, with the

priests of the titles, the regionary dea-

cons, the notaries, whose number has

heen filled up, and you, the head fos.

. won't afflict you.

to bring.

phisal of blood to

LARS

By His Eminence Cardinal. Wiseman.

. {(Pnulished by Specia]l Request.)

“No doubt,” replied the old man;
‘““but I dare eay yom have always
thought that his body reposes alone
in his sepulchre.
think so from the inseri ption. *’
“Certainly, I have alwgys thought

Is it otherwise!”
““Yes, noble .Pancratius, he has a
comrade younger tham himself lying
As weo were closing
the tomb of Restitutus, the body of a
boy not more than twelve or thirteen
yesrs old was brought to us.

Amny one would

Oh,

He had
been hung over a fire, and his head,
trunk, and limbs nearly to the knees,
were burnt to the very bone: and so
digfigured was he, that no feature
could be recognized. Poor little fellow
what hemust have suffered! But why
should | pity him?
pressed for time; and we thought the
youth of eighteen womld not grudge
room for his fellow soldier of twelwe,
bat would own him for a younger
brother; to we laid him at Aelius Fa-
But we had no second
ut outside, that a
second martyr might be known to lie

" there; for the fire had dried his blood
up in his veins.”
“What a noble boy! Ifthe first was
older, the second was younger than I.
What say you, Diogenes, don’t you
think it likely you may have to per-
form the same office for me one of

Well, we were

Surely myown
How theold

* gor,that all may act in concert.’’

I willnot fail, Pancratius,’’replied

Diogenes.

*‘And now,’’ added the yoush, ‘I

-

have & favour to ask you.”

cratins?”

fear, Sevarus?'’

oraing, b
topifus.
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“‘A favour from me?’ “asked the gl
man, surprised.

“Yes; you will have to begin your
work immediately. I suppose,
often a8 | have visited, for devotion,
oursacred cemeteries, I have never
stadied or examined them; and this
I ehould like to do with you, who
know them so well.”’

‘Nothing would give me grester
plessure,’’ answered Diogenes, some-
what flattered by the compliment, but
still more plessed by this love for
what he so much loved.
have received my instractions, I shall
go at onceto the cemetery of Callistus.
Meet me out of the Porta Capens,
half-an-hour before mid.day, and fve
willgo on together.”’

<‘But I shall not be alone,”” con-
tinued Pancratins. ‘‘T'wo youths,re-
cently baptized, desire mwuoli to become
acquainted with our cemeteries, which
they do net yet much know; and have
ask ed me to initiate thenx there.’’

<Any friends of youis will be al-
ways welcome. What are their names,
that we may makesno mistake?”

<‘One is Tiburtius, the son of Chro-
matius, the late Prefect; the other is a
yoang man named Torquatus.’’

Severus started a little, and said,
“‘A.1e you quite sure about him, Pan.

Now,

Diogenes rebuked him, sayingr,
““That he comes to us in Pancratiung s
company is secutity enowgh,’’

‘I own,” interposed the youth,
‘‘that I do not know as much about
him 28 about Tiburtius, who is really
a gallant, noble fellow.
however, very anxious %o obtain all
information about our affaire, and
seerms in earnest. What makes yon

Torquatusis

“Only a trifle, indeed. Butasl
was going early io the cemetery this
%mmed into the Baths of |

1
.
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“What!”’ interupted Pancrativs,
laughing, “do you frequent such
fashionable resorts”
“‘Not exactly,” replied the honest
artist;"‘but you ar not perbaps aws're
that Cucumio the psarins (the person
who had charge of the bathers’ clothes
from capsa, a cheit) and his wife are
Christians?”’
“Isit posible’where shall we find
them next?” .
““Well; g0 it is;ind, moreover,they
are making & tomb for themselves in
the cemetery of Callistus;and I had to
show them Msjus's insoription for it.”’
“‘Here it is, "’asid the latter,exhibit
ing it as follows: — .
““Cucamio and Victoria made (the
Ltomb) for themsilves while living,
Oapsarius of the Antonine.
“Capital " excliimed Pancratius,
amueed at the blunders in theepitsph;
““but we are forgetting Torquatus.”

‘“As I entered the building, then,’’
said Sevefus, ‘‘Iwas not & little sur-
prised to find in one cormer, at that
early bour, this Torquatus in close
conversation with the present Prefect’s
son, Corvinus, the pretended cripple,
who trust himselfinto Agnes's house,
you remember, when some charitable
Ilunknown person (God bless him1)
gave large alms to the poor there. Not
good company I thought, and at such
an hour, for a Chrlstian,’’
* “True,8everus,returned Pancratius
blushing deeply; “but he is young as
yet in the faith, and probably his old
friends do not know of his change,
We will hope for the best. *’
The two young men oftered to ac-
company Pancratius, who roseto leave
and see him safe throngh the poor
and profligaste neighbourhood. He
accepted their courtesy with pleasure,
and bade the old excavator a hearty
good-night

Cbapter II.

It seems to ue as though we had
neglected ome, whose character and
thoughts opened this little history, the
pious Lucina.  Her virteres were in-
deed of that quiet,unobtrusive nature,
which sffords littlescope for appesring
on & public scens, or taking part in
general aflairs. Her “house, begides
being, or rather wntaining, a title or
parochial church, was now hénoured
by being the residence of the sapreme
Pontiffit The approach of a wviolent
segution; in which the- rulers of
gfrist’s spiritual kingdom were sure
to be the first sught out, as the
enemies of Caesar, rendered it meces-
sary totransfer the residence of the
Ruler of the Church,from his ordinary
dwelling, to 2 sewrer asylum For
this purpose Lucins’s house was chos-
en;and it continued to be so ocon pied,
to her great delight, in that and the
following pontificste, when the’ wild
beasts were ordered to be transferred
to it,that Pope Murcellns might feed
them at home. This loathsome punish-
ment so»n caused his death.
Lucina, admitted at forty into the

occupalion in the daties of her office.
The cbarge and smpervision of the
women in church, the care of the sick
and the poor of herown tex, the mak-
ing, and keeping In order of wacred
vestments and linen for the aitar,snd
the instruction of children and female
converts preparing for baptism,as well
as the aftending them at that sacred
rite, belonged to the deacongqses and
gave sufficient ocuption imaddition
to domestic offices. I the exercise
of both these classes of duties, Lucina
Pquietly passed herlite. Ite main ob-
ject seemed to be sttitined s Her son
had offered himself to God; and lived
ready to shed his blood for the faith.
To watch over him, and pray for him,
were her delight, rther thansn addi-
tional employment. <

Early in the momning of the appoint-
ed day, the meeting mentionad im our
last chapter took place. It will be
sufficient to say, that in it full instrue-
tions were given for ingressing the
cbllection of alms, to be ‘employed in
enlarging the cemteries'tnd burying
the dead,in succouring those driven to
concealnent by persecuticn, in nour-
ishing prisoners, and obtaining access
to them, and finally in ransoming or
rescuing the bodin of martyre. A
notary was named for each region, to
collect their acts and record interest-
ing events. The cardinals, or titular
prieste, received insiructions about the
adminstration of sacraments, particu-
larly of the Holy Euchariat, duaring
the persecution; and to each, was in-
trusted one cemetery or more, in
whose subterranean church he was to
perform the sacred mysteries. The
holy Pontiff chose for himself that of

order of deaconesis, found plenty of rthem that of Ad Cataoumbas. The

tian cétneteries,

sand out of the ground will keep his
excavation as near as may be to the
surface; will have it of eastest possible
access, for drawing out materials; and
will make it as smple as is consistent
with the safety of the roof, and
supply of what heis secking. And
all this we find in the arenaria still

officer of engineers could have given
his orders more briskly or moye da-
cidedly for the defencs of a fortified
city committed to his skill to guaid,
than he issued hin to the subordinate
mgarinteudents of the various ceme-
teries round Rome, who_met him by
appointment at his own house, to learn
the instructions of the mperior agem.
bly. The shadow of the sun-dial at
the Porta Capena was pomting to mid-
day,as he issued from it with his sons,
and found already waiting three
young men. They walked in parties
of two along the Appian Road;and at
nearly two miles from the gate they
entered by various ways slipping
ronnd diflerent tombs that lined the
road) into thesame vills on the right
hand. Here they found all the re-
quisities for a descent imto the sub-
texrranean cenleteries, such as candles,
lanterns, and the instruments for pru-
curing light. Severus proposed that,
a8 the guides and the slrangers were
i equal number, they should be
divided into pairs; and in the division
he sllotted Torquatus to himself
What his reasin was we may easily
cobjecture, -
It would probably wemry our read-
ers to follow the whole conversation
of the party. Diogenes not only an-
awered al) questions. put to him, but,
from time to time, gave intelligent
little lectureson such objects as he
congidered peculiarly sitractive. Bat
we believe we shall better interest
and inform our friende, if we
digest the whole matter of these
into & more connected narrative. And
besides, they will wish to know some-

those  wonderful excavations, into
which wehave conducted our youthful
pilgrims.
The history of the esrly Christian
cemeterigs, the catacombs aa they are
cornmonly called, may be divided into
three portions; from their beginning
to the period of our narrative or 1 few
years later;;from this term to the eighth
century ; then down to our own time,
when we have reason to hope that a
new epoch is being commenced. -
We have generally awoided uring
the namé of catacombs, because it
might mislead our resders into an
idea that this was either ths original
or 8 generic name of those early
Christian crypts. It is mot go, how-
ever; Rome might be sid to be sar.
rounded by a circumvallation of ceme
teries sixty ox thereabouts.in number,
each of which was geterally known
by the name of some saint or saints,
whose bodies reposed thers. . Thug
we have the cometeries of 8S. Nereug
and Achilleus,of St. A gnes, of St. Pay.
cratiug; of Pragtextatus, Priscilla, Hg
mesadic.Sometimes these cameteries were
known by the names of the places
where they existed The cemetery of
Bt. Sehastian, which was called some-
times the cemetery of 8t. Osecilin’d
tomb and by other names, had among

meauing of this word is completely
unknown;though it may be attributed
to the circumstance of the relics -9{
88. Petex and Paul having been for

timeburied there,in & cryptstill exist-
ing near the cemetery. This term be-
came the name of ‘that particular
cemetery, this was generalised, till we
familsrly call the whole system. of

these undergrqnnd excavations—the
catacombs, “

Their origin was,in the Iast century
& gubject of controversy, Followi

two or three vague and equivocl:s
passages, some learned writers pro-
nounced the catacombs to have been
originally heathen excavations, made
to extract sand, for the building of the
city. These eand.pits were called
arenaria, and 8o oceasionally are the
Christiam cemeteries. But & more
scientific and minute examination,
particularly made by the sccurate F.
Marchi, bas completely confated this
theery. The entrapce to the catm-
combs was often, as ‘can yet be soen,
from these sandpits, which are them.
selves wnderground, and no dogbt
were & convenient cover fox the ceme-
tery ; bt several circumstances prove
that thely were never used for Chris-
tian bnrisl, norconverted into Chris.

The man who wishes to get the

the

Callistus, which msde Diogenes, its
chief sexton, not a litle, but innocent-
ly, proud.

The good old excavator seemned
rather more cheery than otherwise,
under the exciting forebodings -ofa

abounding round Rome,
catacombs are constructed on princi-
ples exactly contrary to all these,

But the

To be continued.
——
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tread their native

Chaucer, and those who boarded the

s short forinight ago.

In the firet place, they had no
oints to receiveirom Chaucer’s arby
p the matter of **jollity.”

the line at ‘‘songs’’ What were the
songs? - Well, they were,—ihey were
—well,never mind what they were,—

The jolly monk who—

y' When he rode, men might his bridie hear

ingling ina whistlling wind, as ¢clear
!Ang .ekge as loud nsdoﬁ:

80 to0 waa the miller, ;
snd with mouth as wide as & furnes™
(more than one mouth rafi hix elowe

wondrous diligent,”* and it were su.
rfluous to mention his name aghin,

that most edifying of a
aboard, namely sn *‘ecclesiastion] stn-

conversions among the
worldly- midded perambulating

od shi
bstnsig

appreciation of the nm-
ber, and character of the dishes that
should go to make

whole battalion of epicures res

there was there more than one ‘‘mar-
chant with a forked
round dozen whose
not jar to be reminded that “‘white
was their beard, ag
In fine, of the whole

burgeis,” and esme fow go adcom-
plished that they “spske French fall
fayre, and fotishly
. Leet me rapidly sketch the pilgrimy’
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e described ag “‘chaos on the gpres:'’
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mediately prior to the
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A MODERN PILGRIM, | of necinge
“i“s an Amuht of the ‘Qanﬁ Ml “‘-“h
Raochaster to the |

Shrine of St. Amne De Beaupre.
rr———

K Cangrow,

According to Chaucer in his “Can-
texbury Tales," pilgrims set out from
an Imn yard to the
'f;‘homa? lA’Beok;as&, uaing] one ofblmo
ormsof locomotion, nxmely *‘ambli \ N
palfreys,” or St, Fran:;x;’ pyony. Ng’g snd all ahae that should be |
inasmuch ae those ancients had the
choice of two methed
they bad an advantage, certainly from
the standpoint of the pioturerque,
over that very modern ban
grims who left Charlotte on

fondsy,

sbrine of St, Anne
eanpre, in Lower Canada. These
longer distance to
traverse than separated the Tabard
Inn, Bouthwark, from the old town of
Canterbury, —a distance which, had
on ‘ ambling pal
sume & couple

Howevwer, despite the fact that the
Rochester varisty of the genuy Pil-
grim, employed a luxuricus steamey,
rovided with ¢very convenience for
Eodily ea and enjoyment, its larden
and wine chests groantng with all those
*‘good things’’ that go zo far to recon.
cile the wns of men to existence in
thie “vale of temrs’ to transport
them over the hundreds of leagues of
water that sepanted them from their
pious objective; despite soo the faot
that their women kind carried on
their gracoful figaresand dainty heads
some of the latest, ‘‘mweetest’’ crem
tions from the Fauburg 8t. Honore, or
the ‘‘swell> modistes of their own
tomey city; and also that the sterner
sox showed no marked aversion to s
choice Eivana, or a nip of sparkling
Buargundy (only of course wg
dootor ordered it,”’ or the
recommended it),

the Tabard Inn with

Father Notebaert,

bey
d even did not draw

wers syng in tape,

the chapel bell,

sbsent, of, course;
“‘big of brawn

+) but “a trae good
religion benign and

¢ diligence ** is ex.
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stowyrd
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rlottein the *‘odor of sang- |

crowd, it mugt b’eﬁy
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gz th
bost; men : wh. jhe i
pler arjaying  imoke sid » cbat weilh late
 their orenies wquld not 54 won née
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The usual xumber of hrmve or ‘
mantio souli were to ba fovnd powted | SEXTE
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majority like £ho senible Amiricans,|
snd discreet gulgrime they were, b e
took themslwes almoat immnediately |80 M

to thelr atate rooms, to gek on goid
torms with Norpheus, 50 a1.£0 he able | for thy
to rise refreshed on. the moreow whep A0
they would be oalled npm torg 1
their verdiot on Nature's handiwo
in theBt. Lawerencs, .. .
Only the wary
abxroad when the-:te&ﬁqez
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~I forget nowr how many {lete ware
but they munberéd xome Tour.qp -
ending writh the Laochine Rapld
side  Montroed—and. the. wa
Boheminn waxt dowx busipaty
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