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A TALE WITH TUB EEABEB. 
Either of these views is erroneonsj 

and we desire to state mora accurately 
the real condition "of the Christian 
Church, under the various circuit' 
stances of that most pregnaMjportion 
of her history. 

When once peieecution had broken 
loose upon £he Ohuroh, it may be said 
never entirely to have relaxed its hold 
till her final pacification under<Con~ 

* stantine An ediot of persecution 
once issued bv »n emperor was seldom 
recalled; and though the rigour of Us 
enforcement might gradually relax or 
cease, through the accession of a mild
er ruler.still it never became complete
ly a dead letter, but was a dangerous 
weapon in the hand* of a cruel or big* 
oted governor of a city or province* 
Hence, in the intervals between the 
greater general persecutions ordered 
by a new decree, we find many mar
tyrs, Who owed their crowns cither to 
popular fury or to the hatred of Chris* 
tianity in local rulers. Hence also we 
read of a bitter persecution being 
carried on io one part of the ampire, 
while other portions enjoyed complete 
peace. 

Perhaps a few examples of the- vari
ous phjases of persecution will illustrate 
the real relations of the primitive 
Church with the State better than 
mere desoription,and the more learned 
reader can pass over this digressions 
must have the patiende to hear repeat-' 
ed, what he is so familiar with, that it 
will seem commonplace. 

Trajan was by no means one di the 
cruel emperors ;on the contrary, be wds 
habitually j ast and merciful. Yet, 
though he published no new edicts 
against the Christians, many noble 
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We ciin also easily understand how 
at any psitieufcr time, a savage per~ 
secutmn might rage in 6auI,or Africa, 
or Asia, while the main m t of the* 
Ouurch was-enjoying peacev , B i r f 
Some was undoubtedly the place 
most subject to frequent outbreak?.of. 
the hOBUl̂ pnat, so that M migWh* 
considered as *pri*ilegeofittf w>ntimV 
dunng the firsl three 'wntarjes tof 
bear the wrtueaapf blood *o the fwth 
Jhich they tsught, f%U elected 
Pope was equivalent to bw'ng promo* 
ed to martyrdom. * * v , 

At the period of our narrative, the 
umrehi waj .m one of thoselonger 
intervals o^cMttpjriH^ peac4 #m] 

gave mm^mM^^^ 

««elf Bttrrottuded,iined*oomi)«betr«te^ 
by a my«terioti**y«t6mt.which ipread, 
no 6he cQ»ldaee how.and $xerciwd*a 

Muiewc&aerivedtiQVnetnew whwot.' 
F^oailtee jweje atarfled n t l u ^ g a 
aon or daaghter'to h»v#*mhjaced thft 
new.l*^ with whi^thijp wferetiot 

I aware that they hid been hi contact, 
f and lrhioh,1n theU'healed fancies vaA 
populw viewt,they oooaidertd «tupid, 
grovellingy»»d anti>iodtal. Hence the 
hatred of Christianity wai political 

?a welt as religiouaj the ayiteru waa 
oniidefed m uu-Roraaxt,« having an 

maieen, and -spirittiaX jpofrw *n"k 
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with apWour, The^ty w^s diviaedi 
mtftdistnctsi or parmhesi each having 
rtrti% or ohflirch, served by &&*& 
deacons, iind inferior ^hiatera^ ®w 

oainjca ̂ «nforcea ; fay the^eww# 
|Wh tttlej anft ^llecUona^ereSI 

Simeon at Jerusalem—glorified their 
Lord in hiareign. Indeed,when Pliny 
the younger consulted him on the 
manner in which he should deal with 
Christians who might be brought be. 
fore him as governor of Bithynia, the 
emperor gave him a vmle which ex-' 
aipits tbe lowest standard of justice; 
that they were'not to besought out} 
but if aeeused.they were to be punish 
ed. Adrian, who issued no decree of 
persecution, gave a mmUM" reply to a 
similar question from SereninjlQrfa. 
ianus,proconsul of Asia. Andfciander 
him, too, and even by his own orders, 
cruel martyrdom wafsaffere^ by the 
mtrepid Symphorosa and her ieveh 
sons at Tibur, or. Tivoli A beautiful 
lnBoripfaon found in the catacombs 
mentions Marius, a young officer* who 
shed MB blood for Christ under this 
emperor. Indeed, St. Justin Martyr, 
the great apologist of Christianity, In. 
forms ua that he owed his conversion 
to the constancy of the martyrs under 
this emperor. 

In like manner,before the Emperor 
Septimus Severus had published his 
persecuting edicts, many Christians 
had suffered torments and death.8uoh 
were the celebrated martyrs of Seflliia 
in Africa, and 8S. Perpetua and Pelici-
tas, with their companionajthe Acfa of 
whose martyrdom, containbg the diary 
of the first noble lady, twenty years of 
age, brought down by herself to the 
eve of her death, form one of the most 
touching, and exquisitely beautiful, 
documents preserved to us from the 
ancient Church. 

Prom these historical facte it will be 
evident, that while there was from time 
to time a more active, severe, and 
general persecution of the Christian 
name all through the empire, there 
were partial and local cessations, and 
sometimes even a^general raspdbsion, 
of its rigour. An occurrence of this 
sort has secured for us most interest
ing information connected with our 
subject. When the persecution of 

' SeVerus had relaxed in other parts, it 
happened that Scapula, proconsul of 
Africa, prolonged it in his province 
with unrelenting cruelly. He had 
condemned, among others, Mavilus of 
Adrumetum to be devoured by beasts 
when he was seized with a severe Hi' 
ness. Tertullian, the oldest Christian 
Latin writer, addressed a letter to him, 
in which he bids him take warning 
from, this visitation, and repeat of bis 
crimes; reminding him of many judg. 
ments which bad befallen cruel judges 
of the Christians in various parts of 
the world. Yet such was the charity 
of those holy men, that he tells him 
they were offering up earnest prayers 
for their enemy's recovery! 
He then goes on to inform him, that he 

may very well fulfil his duties without 
practising cruelty, by acting as other 
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Cornelius; there Were in Borne forty, 
m jPnei^hundred and fiffcr inferior 
•mmm who were supported by the 
| m a ^ t h | f « t h f u l , together with 
fifteen hundred poor. ,Thhi munher 
of th« priests pretty nearly (oorr^ 
ponds to that of the titles,'which St' 
Optaiua tells tis there were H Koine 
. Although the tombs of the martyrs 
»J«d-,cataQpmb» continued to beob-
lects, of devotion during these more 
peaceful intervals, and these asylums 
of the prsecuted were kept joTorder 
and repair.they did not then serve for 
the ordinary places of worship; The! 
ehurchesto which we havealrcadv 
auo^werecften public, large, au5 
even splend djand heathens u«d to be 
preaenf .t the •ermons delivered fa 
them,«nd sach portions of the lituwrr 
aa wer̂ .opea to catechumens. Sat 
generally they were in private houses, 
probably made out of the large halk 
or toclinis.whichthe nobler nSnaion* 
contained. Thus we know that manv 
pfteetHlefin Bome wer̂  oricinallv 
of that character. Tertullian mentions 
Unristian cemeteries under a name 
an<l with circumstancei, which show 
that they were above ground, for he 
compares them to "thmrdng-floors » 
which were*ecesaarHy exposed to the 
ftlf* "• 
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_ A Cttstom of ancient Roman life 
wal remove an objection which* may 
arise ae tohpwconsiderablemttltitudes 
c2i dJ | I s e i a b l e *? ^wp^cea without 
«ttrac«ng attention, and consequently 
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ment. 
m 268, there had been no new formal 
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gn;ffica io jB0te4î hehj'ffrmi itpn îiifr̂  

; will »e«umeJaiidunite*g*inlthi!i broken 
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rhind of Coririnttfc Herownhitrea' 
of Christianity arose from the cireum* 
stabpe, that % former mittreli of hera 
had become * Cbriitian, and had 
manumitted all her other alavw; bat, 
fealing it wrong to turn *o daagereui a 
character a» Afr*.-or rether JuboJ* 
(her proper name), upon th« world,. 
had tnuiferred her to another pro) 
prietorV' . ' 

Corvintfa Bid oft«» leeit Polyiui at 
the b»ths and other plaoea of public 
reiort̂  hid admired; and envied him, 
fin* Tiia >nruMiMi*i/ia li?4 Aummwt L i . .**... 

Oho^wottiaglve tmimmj of M 

HisJociri^The promise waa fulfill-
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F«il*y Chlam an* tmmMy are ftr«Mr- i 

KIM Anna Owwi of Maealosa.> 
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thjt th#y ra i^ * moitiurioua perift.f 
mot againn themwlve,; that th*y 
jwa *verjwh^ h«uted fa death and 

Wherefore tJhryit fold them airthey 
would have ttt suffer and by so doteg 
«ega,V9 *notaa* toroot of Hia dtjrini. J 
ft tft,1* ¥* 1"̂ ** » Wp thm in 
tbe,b*ttte«itejr w«ratft%Hift Bit 

obviated dtt,^o*d«r that they might 
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Thuttriay beia»-*» tmmt <rf * « A*. 
owttion of Our Lord high mm Wat 

<* f.A«"»«4|jN,.j 

•?0ord«ng io Hit hol/law; w^alao.by 
fuiosrely profrssCng the faith and by 
obeying jhs law. of the gotpal, «»y 

;4h ^gf;-«f ;^.;«|eraia:,|aBar*; ai)Bj 

" i !"'i.Wj'<iL»:jj.i:" riij'tiiui *%o 

„ -/jm^,i-i#^l*a>nWi)vlrpft*na 
-livAla^i^rh^^o^ 
l!4«!^'>4^ti!1P*^hW- ratyte»ri»n« 
„'Waesday 18~8fc. Venanftus, martyr, 

^uriday tlWBfc Eater Oelsstlri, pope 

( iind confestofr 
Wdh? SO f̂c.flSernaraiae 0t Sienna, 
,oohf«ir«or» ,. 

Saturday 2I«-̂ t» Felix of CantaUce. 
obnfeaaeir, „ Vast, 
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fox his appearance, hi| drees, his oon-
i veraation, But with his Untoward 
shyne*#,pr moro#ene«, he could never 
have found courage to addre*him, 
had he not now discovered that, though 
amorerefihed, he WM notalMsp-o 
found, tiltain thsn himself. Fulvius'a 
wit and cleverness might supply the 
want of th«» oualjtiea in hiY own 
sottish oomposUTon, while lit own 
brute force, and unfeeling »©ckle*suea*, 
might be valuable auxiliaries to those 
higher fi|tavH»had the young stranger 
inlii* power* hfih» aiacovery lAich 
he had made of hit rest charwter.He 
determined,therefore.tomake an effort 
and entel into alliance with one who 
otherwise might prove * dangerou* 
rival, 
' It was about ten day* after the 
meeting ltst deaoribed, that Corvinua 
went to stroll in Pompey'a gardens: 
These covered the space *m& bis 

forty Hcmra D«vo|lon. ' 
•The 4wotion of the **JV»tty $titttf 

f dloj«e of Bochsster as follow*; 
* Ma/ Jtir-Wvmi OHton Spri 
tTr4on Springs; West Bloomfielaj 
Mary's, Bimira; Trumansburg. 
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yl» ft» j r iMPb fe Road.Sxtremely 

and Ss««i?w«st,F^rit«id thwd B̂*t.< 
day bf e»ch month to April, l$04, 
Qoc4 lKun , l y y g d l particulars©, 

.- Mr« Jo«ph Moore jfiiTat hk 
•outhof.the vma f TSP • ** 
years. Hr. MoorVhaa 

opportwilty of altwdhai. * W f c # 
May dtvotipai m h«ld oaWaflntfL 

day and Sunday a m i » i ^ J Z ™ R l 
month°of May. * * * ?*™C JM 

Mr* X, R CaMen of B ^ W t » « - 1 
P « o w Sunday of l%*iE£?S& 
PatriokCa^oU. ' , " " ^ • « 
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wajlar^lyattwiAed. 
Mary waaria* thebacMof tfci" 
gown** in white aad e » # 5 S 

V * U 1 _ 

theatre, in the neigbourhood of the, 
preaen t Piarza Parnew, A conflagra
tion in the relga of Oarinua had lately " y ' r w "r*"*" w F«»"«W 
destroyed the »cene,as it waa caUedi/f * % *flw>«gao«t A* Jou|»»y, 
theedlfio^aiia^i^eiiatfhiidrepaiid- £f m**MW$to* *->ptp t6»ny 
ft witii mwttt mt^iAAmu mil _i.w ip*rt of the Wert, full informational it with great magQificeuoe. fh» gar-1 «"--̂ ' ~* *"*, ** «»»> *»»*« Muv̂ tû wun aa 

m nei(1Jde«to were diatingulsh.d from others £ M ^ ^ » ^ w 0 Jje ĉheetmlly 
__«,..„ „ .attended ^»wsofpl«ae.treei,whIclifonaed* ^wtnnM^ontoK'"*>~ -

by dejpeadantSiOr clients, and meisen. ^^Oiitshi^e.etatuesofwadbflaibt g ^ ^ a W M & M a n r a t , 
^ . . ^ femntihut, « id artiacial bwjokfcVo; ' " • x 

Sound reaaoni for the Nickel Plat* 
Road's populnrity. In'making a long 
railway jonrnsy; the two principal 
points to be oonnderad are Coat and 
Comfort. The firat of these is the 
least, and theieoondthe greatest, if 
yon select the Nickel Bate Koad.For 
the rates to whatever point you wish 
to reach are alwaya the lowest via that 
line. And the degree of comfort is 
greattatjiiotoiily on account of an ex
cellent tmSbrfi and the highest stand-
Jim of equipment but from tb* fact 
that your welfare is personally looked 
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gem from then? fjdendsteither slave* or 
freedmeiMome of whom were admitted 

'into the inner court to the master's 
presence, while others only presented 
themselves.and were dismissed.* Hun
dreds might thus go in and out of a 
great house, in addition to the crowd 
of domestic slaves, tsadespeople, Jbd 
others who had access to it, through 
the principal or back entrance, and 
little or no notice would be taken of, 
the circumstance. 

There Is another important phen> 
omenon in the social life of the early 
Christians which one would hardly 
know how to believe, were not evidence 
of it brought before us in the most 

•liiniifniti 

fountains, and artificial brooks, pro
fusely adorned them. While saunter
ing about, Corvinus caught a sight of 
Falvhr%attam«deupt»hii»; * * ^ - . ^ w v ^ w m p m T u ^ e j u e ^ 

asked ttefoi«fjipaer,withalo0k0fsur> to îfay latinctttsire, ^o^dretiirnmf 
priae and woKrii* the slovenly drese until J<nW3&b, 1S04 iopoffprf 
o f GMIW*" - „;' ;• ¥ t ' yibph ,Fu* mil particulars see local 

*Xo have a talk with you, which *g<mte, a* **&<&. & Payne, general 
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doubt atallaa to the «t«ond." 
**Fulvius,I am a plam-spoken man 

and have no pretensions to your 
cleverness and eleganca; bat we are 

„ v w . ~ » WIi» o»v» J-«M, wwî uj agents, or write K . E . Payne, gen« 
may turn out to year advanisge— agent, 201 Main St., Buffalo,M.Y, 
and mine,f' y - ••"*•'•"•" ^ 

**What cat* you propose to me,with toe S B ? MOB acenfte I t work 
fefirstof these recommeiid ations?J?o ^ gti Petersburg An BngllBhm%, 
""" A " i ' wno has charge of the elephants in 

the Aguarium in that city, hastened 
to his embassy one morning to get a 
How passport. He reported that two 
of his et&ph&nU had seized his coat, 

oi it brought before us in the most Inverness and elegance; bat we are mew passport. He r7porte4 that two 
authentic Acts of the martyrs, and in ,feof*Lof onetrade,and hoth conseqaent- [ Of his eiephants had l&izeU his coat 
eoclesiasiieal Mstory. It is, the con- lT o f o t t e wtad*w 1 ^Wch had been hanging on a nail, ami 
ceahnent which they contrived to ^»W«*«toited,and deeply coloured I ^ i 0 B * h t fiercely tor possession of it ceahnent which they contrived to 
practise. No doubt can be entertained 
thatpewons were moving in the high-
estac^ely^ereacci^pyingooiiinmuoaa 

'What do VCui mean. alw*t»f'* r 
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1 What do you mean, sirrah?" 
%m 

Jmf the pRMport extracted iMvsluafc 

afford a 
low cost. 
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