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PARE LANE PECCANCY

Lord Stillington was haggard &nd
grayfaced; Lady Stillington was in
tears. After returning from the state
ball, where her ladyship had worn the
famous Stillington diamords, they had
jusi discovered that the worldre-
owned necklace—the most valued item
of the set—was missing. For two
centuries these jewels bad been the
pride and glory of the Stillingtons,
and nocw the necklace had been lost
by the youngest Lady Stillington who
had ever worn it—a bride of only
three months.

She said she remembered feeling it
safe when they were coming away.
As she was about to step into the car-
riage the horses had become restive
and she had drawn back for a mo-
ment, putting up a hand as she did so
to gather her cloak about her throat.
Her hand had touched the necklace,
eafe In its place then, and that was the
last she knew about it

Directly they got home Lord Stil-
lington noticed it had disappeared.
The carriage was searched in case it
bhad dropped during their drive from
the palace, and Lady Stillington’'s
dress was carefully examined in the
hope that it might have caught some-
where. But all to no purpose—the
necklace was not to be found.

**Oh! how could 1 have been so
stupid?”’ Lady Stillington sobbed
“Can you ever forgive me? 1 know
{t will never be found.

*Oh! nonsense,” =idid the husband.
“It will turn up all right. Go to bed

now-and don't worry any more about } ©

" ’t."

But he spoke in a troubled voice
and with a harassed lpok that helled

| the optimism of his words.

’ necklace, but

Next day search was made for the
it could not be foupd.

: Lord Stillington put the matter in the
" hands of the police, and also amployed

' private detectives.

" be robbed to recoup the plundered

He was much dis-
treaged by the loss, and seemed der
termined to ledve no stone unturnéd
to effect its recovery., Yet, very
strangely, he refused to advertise for

- 1t, apd insisted that as little publicity

as possible should be given to the af-
fair. He made no excuse for this sin-
gular caprice; simply allowing himself
to be considered eccentric.

*Funny chap’ bis lordship,” remark-
ed Inspector Boggles, the Scotland
Yard man. “You may call It eccen-
trieity, but I call it this.”" And he
tapped his forehead with his finger.

Lady Stillington was so overcome by
the disaster that had befallen her that
she could only lie in bhed in a semf-
bysterical state bemoaning her mis-
fortune. Her husband tried to com-
fort her hy assuring her the necklace
would soon be recovered, und that,
even if it were ucver found, it would
npot matter.

But there was a huunting look of
care on his face, and he was unac-
countably distrait, which quite de-
stroyed any consoling effects his word
might have had.

Now. engnpged in his case. was Wea-
sel, the private iuguiry sgent, whose
clientele was composed of those wao
moved in the upper walks of life.

In the course of business he had
learned something of the inner life of
Lady Stillington, who hefore her mar
riage was Iistelle Manton the daugh-
ter of Col. Manton, of turf renown.

He knew that, unable to extract suf-
ficient pin money from her generally
hard-up father. she had got into hope-
lees money troubles.

He knew that to get out of these
troubles she had tried to “fly a kite,”
and that Shadrach, the money lender,
had in his safe a bLill for £200 signed
by her and purporting to be accepted
by her father, but on which she had
forged the paternal signature,

Shadrach had advanced her £100 on
the blll, and now she was paying him
£800 a year to keep his mouth shut
pending her finding the sum of £1,000,
for which he would give her back the
bilL

Having this knowledge, Weasel con-
sidered it manifestly the game to keep
an eye on Lady Stillington. Accord-
ingly he contrived, by making love to
her maid, to be in the vicinity of her
ladyship's bedroom all day.

Late In the afternoon his vigilance
was rewarded. I.ady Stillington, thick-
ly veiled, came out of her room and,
stealthlly making her way down the
back stalrs, let herself out by a side
door without any one seeing her.

Except Weasel! He saw her and
followed her along Park lane Into Ox-
ford «treet, where she took a han-
som to Holborn Circus, where gshe got
out and wallked after dismissing her
cab. He did the same.

She thrned up Hatton Garden and |
he kept close behind her. He knew:
then his suspicions were correct. Pres-
ently she turned in at a doorway and
disappeared. It was the entrance to

sty

she returned to Pdrk Lane as she had
left it, partly by cab, partly an foot.
Az sha was about to enter her house
—this time openly by the front door—
Weasel hurried ap to her sids,

“Can 1 speak to you, my lady? he
sald, deferentially. “I have important
information concerning your bpeck-
lace.”

She turned with a lovk of astonish-
ment.

“Very well.” she said. I will send-]
for you when 1 am ready.”

She began to move agway from him
across the hall, but that did not suit
Weasel's placs.

“*No~—no, my lady, you must hear me
without delay.” he urged loudly. so
that the servants by the door could
hear him. “And lord Stillingion
should be present to hear what I have
to tell.”

She stopped irresolute, angry at his
importunity, yet curlvus to hear his
news,

“Where is his lordship?” she asked
& servant.

“In the library, my lady,” the man
replied.

“Come,” she said to Weasel, zand
preceded by the servant walked over
to the library.

Lord Stillington rose, as she enter
ed, from the chair where he was sit-
ting wrapped in troubled thought.

“You, Estelle,” he exclaimed,
“Where have you “een, dear?”

‘To my father's,” she answered,
with hald menddeity. “This man has
news,” with a gesture toward Weasel.

“Halloat-Weasel,” said . his Jm:namp
“Found the necklace?i”

"l know wlcre it is, my lord,” g&
plied Weasel. |

“Where?" asked ‘Lord and Lﬂﬁy
Stillington together, eagerly. i

Weasel took his cournge in b th
hands and staked his all on a bluff

“Fither in the possession of Adol%h
Denck, of Hatton Garden,” said §e,
“or else In that of Lady Stillinglop.”

He pointed gf Lady ftill{ngton jin
denunciation. The color fled from &er
face and left her ghastly. Her logks
convicted her. For a moment the
qualled before her husband’'s eyés;
then, with a sudden chuuge of manq‘br.
drew the neckluce from her muff Q}ld
flupg it on the table,

“There it is)" she cried, facing ‘qrd
Stillington with blazing eyes. *1 whn-
der you dare let me go before iy
sovereign wearing such a pewgqw.
You were right—turning to Weassl, bo-
slde herself with rage—'the necklace
is in Dienck’'s possessiou—the  real
Stillington necklace, This trumpery
affair”—indicating the necklace un
the table—isx a paste {imitation of
what this honorable nobleman sold to
Denck two years ago."

It was lord Stillington's
quail now.

"1 was su desperately in need of
money,” he pleaded 1 was at my
wits’ ends to ruise the wind.”

“Of course, my lord.” sald Wenseal,
tactfully. Kivery one kpows to what
desperate expelients want of money
drives folks. My lady knows well—
don't you, my lady ¥

“Oh! yes,” exclaimed my
guessing he kLnew all.

“Don't speik crossly, my lady.” he
remonstrated: “I'm very discreet.”

Yes, and his discretion now brings
him in «uite a handsome annulty, by
the amount of which the Stillington
excheiquer, through the discretion of
my lord and lady, is yearly depleted.

Whether Rhudrach will ever recaive
that “cool thou.” for which he has
covenanted to hand over l.ady Still-
ington’s criminatory bill to her de-
pends altogether on that lady’s luck.

And whether future lLady Stilling-
tons will discover that the cetebrated
necklace js a worthless sham, and
what they will do, or say, or think, if
they make such a discovery, are mat-
ters that only concern posterity and
are outside the province of the pres
ent chronicler.—George Hudworth, In
Illustrated Bits,

turn to

lady,

Breeding Rare Pelicans.

Uncle Sam now has an aviary of his
own where he {8 breeding brown peli-
cans, The reservation was acquired
by the government several weeks ago,
but nothing was said about it, as visi-
tors were not wanted.

Pelican Island, on the east coast of
Florida, in Indian River, has Jlong
been the home of the brown pelican
and has been overrun by hunters. It
is the only place on the east coast
where the birds breed in colonies, and
as the slaughter almost equalled the
fncrease there was danger of the
species becoming etxinct. 8o the See-
retary of Agriculiure secured an order
making it a government réservation;
appointed a warden and gave him in-
structions that no one should be allow-
ed to 1and on the isiand without an or-
der from him.

a block of dingy offices. Weasel,
reading the names of the firms who oo
cupied the bullding, came upon one'
that told him all he wanted to know. '

Adolph Denck was the name; and
who “in the know” i8 not aware that
Adolph Denck is little better than a
fence?

Weadel had no doubt now that Lady .
Stillington had gone into Denck’s of-
flce to arrange for the sale of the
“lost” necklace, which, in reality, had
never left her possession,

Shadrach, the blackmailer, was to
be appeased at the expense of the
Stillington heirlooms! Peter was to

Paul!

Iighting a cigarette. Weasel walt-
ed in the gleomy doorway. Presemtly
a door was slammed, steps hurried
along the pasage, and Lady Stilling-
ton passed him like a whirlwind with.
out noticing bim, ejaculating “The
knave!” a8 she hurried into the
street.

. bootlaces; frogskin has become one

TMt-Bita.

After the birds leave the island
they are protected by the game laws
of Florida. The birds for years have
been sought for their beautiful plum-
age for feminine decoration. The
brown pelican is found only on the
coast of Florida.—Washington Times.

Queer Trade Commodities.

Most people nowadays hear a lot
about the conssrvation of waste, but
looking through the catalogues of
traders of various kinds it is astound-
ing what a number ef sccemtric com-
modities are utilized for trade - pur-
poses. The skins of millions of eels
are tanned and used as leather for

of the most besutiful and useful artl-
cles known to the bimders of fancy
books and the makers of fans; walrus
whiskers provide the most elegm
toothpicks knewn ts the mederix man’
of fashion; and beetles of & certain
kind are expertsd By the hundred-
weight for use en Chentricsl druum-

Weasel followed her as before, and { '
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One is, “Dop’t Worry.”

A French cure Tor wrinkles mm

gists of a compress of limen sonked

in. equal guantiies. of.. alcohol and §

 white of ege_bound—tightly -aver the.

forehead and allowed to remain over
night notil the ‘wrinkles have disap.
peared. A Berlin remedy begins with
the nightly face steaming or hot bath,
A very slight massaging with cold
creal which must ba thorougbly ab
sorbed by the skin, then lastly, after
the skin -has been stretched perfectly
smooth tiny strips of court plawter
are fastened over the wrinkle. Apply.
the plaster, which should be rather
stiff and of sufficlent body to hold the
skin in place; on the forchead first
usin the strips lengthwise and holding
them in place for a few seconds to
Insure perfect smoothness. Two pieced
& quarter of an inch wide and half
an inch long will fasten the wrinkles
between the eye down firmly while
the furrows at each side of the mouth
are decorated with a.dainty lattice in
plaster sirips. Ope can only tell by
experimenting as to the length of time
the plaster treatment should continue
some skins being so easily irritated
an hour twice a day will be all that is
advisable, while others have worn
the plasters overnight with no il
effects. The treatment after the plas
ters are removed should he faithfully
attended to or the skin will be rough
and red. Softly dubble over the entlire
surface with hot water, then lightly
massage in the smallest amount pos
sible of cold cream ar skin food apd
when no trace of cream remains dust
over all a smooth powder, belng sure
every furrow is well covered so no
dust from house or street can wOrk
evil in the tender skin.

‘When wrinkles first make their ap
pearance, diluted lemon juice will re-
tard their growth by hardening the
skip, as wlll also an astringent po-
made made as follows: 100 grams oll
of sweet almonds, 50 grams white
wax, 26 grams each of tincture of ben-
zoin and rose water with 12 grams of
pulverized tannin. This pomade
should not be rubbed in as a mass
age cream, but gently applled after
massage to restore flabby skin. Learn
to talk without wrinkling the fore-
head. even if you have to apply a wet
compress to the forehend and talk an
hour to yourself befo~e the mirror for
half an hour at a time. 'While {ll
health {8 a forgiveable cause of
wrinkles sunniness of heart and grod
digestion will keep the telldale lines
away as well as Keep friends near,
g0 join the Don't Worry club und
show a smooth gerene countenance to
the world.

Help for the Housewife.

No more need the hostess sigh over
embroidery ruined by fruit and choco-
late stains. She may now indulge {n
all the dainty accessories of the table
without a qualm as to their belng
stained, The reason for thic ls that
everything in the shape nf dollles,
casserole frills and sherbert cups’ is
now made of paper. They are as
dainty as possible and are made to
imitate the beautiful Teneriffe work,
Mexican drawn work and all lace pat-
terns in the mast wonderful manner,
Despite their fragile appearance they
are proof against liyuids and do not
get soggy. Salad and ice cream
cases come In a variety of pleasing
forms, and it {8 possible to carry out
a color scheme with but trifilng ex-
pense.

In the West Indies they have a
simple polish for brass that {s said to
be the very best that can he gecured.
They use 8 mixture of salt, lemon
juice and ashes. Lime juice or lemon
juice is the best friend of the women
of the West Indies. Whenever the
household linen or the wearing ap-
parel becomes discolored from mildew
in rainy weather a little lemon orlims
juice and a bit of common salt wil]
cause the spots to disappear. In this
country mildew is generally held to
be a thing impossible to remove.
Many an article of clothing is thrown
away solely for this reason, while it
is still perfectly fit in every other
way to wear. If the American house.
keeper will try the West Indian re-
cipe she will be able to overcome
a difficulty hitherto regarded as al-
most unconquemble — Philadelphia
Bulietin.

Fine Bags of Many Kinds.

The bag's the thing this season,
and pocketless femininity hails with
joy the opportunity for making secure
purse and kerchief, and pu+hes the
movement along e-thusiastically.

Big bags, little bags, fat bags, thin
bags, bags of all colors, sizes and
material are shown in the shops, and
the woman who can content herself

with one of the array is pure stole,
The makers have designed bags for all
occasions, for almost all costumes, and
now, when one tone harmony I8 the

:7ad, there is a temptation lurklngv in

sach bag that matches a frock.
The old time chatelaine bag has
felen from grace, Thoigh the hand

bag is often lald down carélessly’ and

forgotten, it 1s perbaps as safe as the
chatelaine .which was, as a ruls, une
seciirely hooked to Hélt or girdle,
ot 1% certulnly tnore’ m;muve;
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il?tobapxxtto;pac ] j e
syndicate has been formed with & | e
capital of £150,000, divided into mm and
six per cent. cumulative preferencffy.n X
shares of £1 esch, and 90000 ordinary | whils. the othe
tralls o) 3 %

thmugh mx&w 40

shares of £1 each, Two-thirds of the
amount wanted will be raised in Haly
and Pranse, and onethivd only ind
Emgland, The ayndicate is formed 10
take over the patents from Count
Taegl Plscicelll, the inventor, and to
[devolop the system: Among the obs
Jocts aimed at are the following:

1) To demonstrate the invention
on & practical scale.

ments ad rallway companies of vari |
ous countries for user of the system, |

.the Duc de Moy, the . Marquig .
Cars, the Qomte de Pradere, Bir Th
dore Fry, Mr. Charlez Edwards; Hr.

 England, Italy, France and’ Spain’ave
prexented ‘on the directoratd’ '+ . @
If the inventor's ciaims are eatab:{
lished in the forth¢oming rtest, It ix.
pot teo much to sRy that the postq
service will be entirely ‘revolutioh:
ized. In effect tlle new gystem sims |
at providing by automatic means. for
all the requirements o which ppstal |
.correspondence is subject trom the
moment it ts put in the létter box 10}
the time' of its-nrrival-at.thie officed o
from which the postman receives. 4{
for delivery to its ultimate demxu
tion, and At no greater cost.thad’
present. The preseit ‘method “of rm
way tonveyance will be mperng_hd,
mailsorting ans or  expresses J,r
1o Jonger be necessary, and the army
of collectors and gorters will find tHely
occupation gone. te T, b
A continuous ‘dispatch will be pos-
sible from town to town and from,
district to district, and so completély
will space be annihilated that & let-

chester in less thau an hour, and in-{
QGlasgow In unpder two hours, The
system, it will be seen, promises -in

the telegraph. In appearance it will
resemble nothing so much as & form
of electric rallway. Wires will be
carried from place to place on high

| poles, and on these lines the boxes |
which are to carry the letters and the }
parcels will run. The carriers, which

will be made of aluminium, will weigh
about 1 1.2 cwt. each. They will be
fitted with small motors, and equipped |
with wheels which will grip the wires.
as securely as if they were fastened
to them. In addition to supporting
1he wires, the poles can be used ss°
collecting boxes, and by an ingenlous
arrangement the letters as they drop
into the receptacle are marked with
the date and the hour, and the|

the same way as I8 done at the posat-
office. At stated Intervals the recep-
tacle {s automatically drawn uwp to
the helght of the wires, where it de-
posits its contents Into the carrler,
which, sees that eviry pole does its
duty before it returns to the central
office. )

The working of the fnvention, how-
ever, must be unfolded gradually,

the promoters is to establish that the
system is of practical value for trans-

an bour, The demonstration is te be
given in Italy. There are seversl res-
sons why it will take placa there.
Count Plscicelli is an Italian, like the
other aunihilator of space, Mr. May-
coni—who, by the way, has great
hopes of the electric poat invention—w
the King of Italy has deeply interest-
od himself in the inventfon all along,
and the Itallan Government has offer-
ed the Inventor every facflity for put-
ting his system to a practical test, It §
has been arranged that the demon-
stration will take place outside Rome.
The original intention was to erect
the installation between two large
towns—Rome and Naples were men-
tiocned—but the short distance would
not have admitted of a fair test of
speed. To overcome this difflenlty
Count Piscicelli devised a scheme by
which the tést can be applied Within
a radius of 12 1-2 miles. The {nwtal-
lation will be erected in a gort of ob-
long within which will be two circlem:
The carriers when set in motion at |
the centre from a bullding which will
represent a postoffice will be abls to
ran indefinitely by a kind of “looping-
the-loop” process. The demonstration
if successful will be all the more
valuable under this arrangement be-
cause all kinds of curves will have to
be negotiated.

The railwvay companies, whose ger-
vice will be greatly affected by the
invention at work. It is claimed by
the promoters that the eleciric post I
system is not a rival but an adjanct | ¢
to the railways, because by the sys-
tern the lnes eounld be relieved of all
the lght traffic such as mails, and

carried by the electric post, ‘\Yhféh
could be orected siongside the o
ing raflways,
many countries have alsa ;%
their desire to gtiend, At the ¢

milﬁx

(2) To negotiate with the Govera|

The Directors are the Due a'um ‘

Heinry 8. Saunders; (8 Qirector of the | &
' Marcont Company). Gount ,mwlegn.
and Mr. Willlam Digby—the last two .
Joining the bhoard after u.llotm?ilt; \

ter postéd iy Tondor wiil be in Min-y

many cases to bLe a serfous rival to'}

| up from the

stamps are oblifernted somewhst in |-

and for the moment the chief aim of

mitting letters at a speed of 250 miles |

small parcels of every kind cowid Ve |
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