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With the advent of Spring comes
the Eastertide-when everything

assumes a joyful aspect,

We Therefore Extend to All Our Old Friends and Customers

Our Best Wishes for a joyous Easter

And beg leave to call their attention to our Superior Goods.
to the taste; pure and healthful---nothing compares with them for family or medi-
If you want something that is good try one of the following brands:

d J. R C. Rye Whiskey,

cinal

ACROSS HI-\‘ I'-\TH and I want you as best man for. tbe‘benr you anything but the very re-| evening chat, Hugh paced monoton-|time. Tho court awarded ;lm ten |

BY IDA COVENTRY.

“Well. my lad, it's
back once more”

“Thanks.
kind of you to say so.’

‘*Are you really better?”

“Sound as a drum!
ter in my life. There is nothing like
New Zealand alr, after all"”

80 I should judge!” exclaimed Sir
Hervey Ralston, a world of affection
in eye and volce, as he surveyed the
sunburnt face before him “Talking
of health, you don't look much amiss
yourself, Uncle Hervey; which, under
the circumstances, is not perhaps sur-
prising.”’

Rir Hervey found his sunny smile In-
fectious. “I’erhaps not. You will be
able to judge for yourself this even-|
ing. There is a function at lLady
Wolverton's, and although I am sorry
it occurs on the night of your return,
I thought you would prefer to come."l

Rtifling his disappointment, Ralston
rejolned: “By all means, Uncle Hex\'
vey. I would not have you change
your plans on my account for the
world. Besides which, 1 am eager to

good to have youn

!

_make the acquaintance of my future;

aunt.”

Sir Hervey laughed.
ed at it in that light before.
younger than you, my boy.”

“And so are you in many ways.” re-!
torted Ralston, stoutly. '

I never look-
She is‘

“You are a
generation younger than most men ofl

of forty five, Uncle lervey. You,
know you are.”
The deprecating, almost wistful,

look called forth by his words was not
lost upon the younger man, who hast-
ened to aver: “I was desperately
glad to hear your piece of news; found
the letter waiting for me at Santa
Cruz. You are much too good to die
8 bachelor, so I shall kick my heels
with a light heart at your wedding,
notwithstanding the back geat now in
store for yours to command.”

The laugh with which he ended was
not a natural one, and his lip quivered
under the fair mustache. The undi
vided affection of many years’ stand-
ing, affection that between uncle and
nephew was almost unique, was undi-
vided no longer. ’

A drive of half an hour
them to Sir Hervey’s house.

“H'm!” observed Ralston with &
glance at the newly painted front.
“Festive arrangements beginning al-
ready. Which is the happy day?”

“The 6th of April,” rephed Sir Her-
vey leading the way into the house.

“And this 18 the 10th of February,
it will be here in no time.”

“l am glad you are back “betore
April, lad. 1 began to think Dunedin

brought

Uncle Hervey, it's VerY | much time .to lose

I
Never felt bet-

usec,
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occasion.”

Hugh Ralston's eyes shone with
pride. “I feel honored, Uncle Hervey. -
Any pretty bridemalds to the fore?”

“You will probably meet one or two
of them this evening.
You know your
mom."

Lady Wolverton's receptions were
always well attended. In her position
a8 quegy of the society In which she
moved she had been nbly seconded by
her daughter, Adelaide, whose en-
gagement to Kir Hervey Ralston she
viewed with wunalloyed delight. His
immense wealth was an undisputed
fact, their own poverty being known
only to mother and dauglter. How
much of the achievement of Sir Her-
vey's desire had been due {o the ma-
ternal pressure brought to bear upon
the girl was not realtzed by the latter
herself, so subtle and Ingenious had
Lady Wolverton's tactics been.

“Now for the fray,” murmured
young Ralston as they mounted the
stalrcase; “the usual crush is evident-
ly in sfore.”

They had entered the reception
room, and there, standing under the
friendly light of a hanging lamp, Ral-
ston saw the most heautiful girl he
had ever in his life beheld.

“Ah!" exclaimed Sir Hervey, the
blood coursing through his velns,with
a rapidity almost boyish., “Come,
Hugh, and let me have the pleasure
of presenting you; it is one to which
I have long looked forward.”

Adelaide Wolverton had seen them
and was ready with a gracious wel-
come for the nephew about whom she
bad heard so much

“And this is ‘Hugh,”” shé sald.
“You must not expect me {o call you
anything else for your name has be-
come s household word among us, has
it not?" She turned to Sir Hervey,
who met the shy, sweet glance with
one of gratitude. That these two,
whom he loved better than all the
world besides, should he friends was
his one desire, a desire that seemed
likely to be fulfilled as the evening
wore away.

“Tell me,”” sald Adelaide Wolver-
ton some two hours later, “that you do
not Icok upon me as an interloper. 1
was desperately afraid ef you before
I saw you.”

Ralston laughed. “And what did
you fear in me?’ he asked.

“Y feared your jealousy,” was the
prompt reply. ‘“for I knew how much
you and ¥ir Hervey had been to each
other. Jealous people are so unrea-
sonable, are they not?”’

*“So I should imagine.”

“Ah, the conditional mood! That is
delightful, Then you do not, bear-me
any ill will?”

Ralston looked at the upturned face

was to elaim you a8 & permanency, and re!ofned: “I1 :.'“" EEE could 1

We have not

<

verse?”' With grandlloguence he
tried to cover his embarrassment; but
;. Adelalde Wolverton was not deceived.
She knew, and knew also that Ral-
ston wag-aware of her knowledge, that
their°meeting had proved no ordinary
one., For love had awakened a love

that would never sleep agaln.

“I see,” she sald, slowly unfurling
her fan, “your emotion is due merely
to gratitude. Mr. Ralston, how Yong
have you been away from England?’

The change of tone and suhject was
not Yost upon Ralston. They had
been treading on delicate ground, dand,
thankful fo rthe deviation, he replied.
“Two years this month, but it seems
like four—I have seen and done se
much in the time.”

Turning to the girl beside him, he
noted the shade of bitterness that had
crept over her face, and somehow as
he looked he knew that she was not
happy in her engagement. A wave of
pity for Rir Hervey welled up in his
heart, for the baromet Iidolized his
young betrothed.

. ® * L J L ] ®

Sir Hervey Ralston, honorable and
clearsouled himself, Incapable of sub-
terfuge or pretense, was never ready
to imcgine evil of any shape in others.
And if during the weeks that followed
it seemed to him that Adelaide grew
more and more Impassive, while a
spirit of unrest had seized upon his
nephew, he strove to see no minner
of connection.

And what about Hugh?

At one and the same time had the
gates of heaven and hell been opened
to him, and he revelled in his bliss
only to writhe in the agony involved.
Ne words on the gubject had he and
Adelaide interchanged; thus far had
they been loyal to Sir Hervey. But
Hugh smiled bitterly as he acknowl-
edged to himself the limitations of
that loyalty. None knew better than
he the subtlety of love’s confessions.

On the evening of the last day In
March he waited npervously for Lis
uncle’s approach to the smoking room,
which had beey the scene of many a
confidential talk before his voyage to
New Zealand. S8ir Hervey's step
seemed to have lost its lightness, or
90 it seemed to Hugh, as he listened
to it drawing near, He was later, ‘oo,
in joining him than was his wont
Had any suspicion crossed his miod?
Were his thoughts of next week's
happiness unalloyed, or were they
shadowed by a vague yet unmistaka-
ble cloud?

Hugh K lston wondered but said
nothing as his uncle entered the room.
The latter, with his usual precision
and neatness, lit a cigar, seated him-
self, and was soon engrossed in the
pages of the eveving paper.

Thankful to escape the- customary
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ously up and down the room, with
temples throbbing and the bluood surg-
ing through his veins. How could he
broach the subject that to-night must
be faced once and for all?

“My dear boy,"” sald S8ir Hervey at
length, glancing over the top of his
paper, “could you not sit down? You
seem restiess to-night.”

Hugh dropped Into the nearest
chalr. Rllence reigned for full five
minutes, a silence that Ralston broke
by saying, with the composure born of
despair: “l cannot stand Bngland
after all, Uncle Hervey. I am off
again next Raturday. Yon ecan do
without me on the 6th, can you noty”
He laughed a lttle curiously as he
added, “I am hardly a necessary part
of the play.”

8ir Hervey folded his newspaper,
lafd it on the table, and deliberately
adjusted his glasses before looking in
bis nephew’s direction. *“Do I under
stand you aright? You prefer not to
be with me on the day of my mar-
riage

Hugh Ralston bowed his head.

Sir Hervey rose from his chair and
instinctively the younger man did the
same, & movement that brought them
face to face as the words, “You dare
not be with me!” broke from the
baronet's lips.

The eyes of the two men met, and
the soul of- each was read. Then as
Hugh Jleaned on the mantelpiece,
burying his face on his arms with a
groan, it was the elder man who
proved the stronger, who first brought
light into the darkness that had de-
scended. ‘

Hugh was conscious at last of the
pressure of & hand upon his shoulder,
and as through a vast space and time
he heard the voice of SBir Hervey say-
ing, “It is well, my boy. 1 am not
worthy of her, and might not—and
should not—have made her happy.
You must not blame yourself; far
from it. I am going now to Lady
Wolverton's gnd—will—release her.”

The last words were wrung from his!|

lips that were growing pale. 8ir Her-
vey walked slowly to the door, Hugh
had never moved.

Turning round as his fingers closed
over the handle, the uncle eald im-
ploringly, “Don't, my Iad! Don't take
it so to heart! I shall get over it, and
you-~you will be happy as you deserve
to be.”—Exchange.

A French provincial watchmaker;
sent a number of his watches to teach.
ers, enclosing stamps for thelr return
if not wanted. One teacher, who aid
not want the watch sent him, refused
to return it, and suit was brought
against him; whersupon he broucht

a counter suit of twenty francs

ages for. annoya.ncs u‘
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francs and informed the manufacturer!
that he should have called for his
watch,

The largest orangs orchard in Brl
gll Is at Cabula, where the owner of
a ranch the other day planted his
$00,000th orange tree.

In the City of Washington there are
18,000 Browns, and 15,000 Smiths, 14,
000 Johnsons, and 1,000 Joneses,

The paper bills of the United States
Printing OfMce amount to $750,000 &
year,

BRITAIN'S BURDENS.

What the Empire Pays In Intersst to
Foreigners.

A financial abstract covering the fis:
cal years 1888-1902 has been issued by
the British government, Some inter.
esting flscal points - can be
from the multitudinous figures,

On the first page !s a proof of reck-
less spending. In 1888 our imperial
expenditure amounted to £87,688,830,
and in 16012 this had risen t0 £184.
488,708,

A little further on the amount of
internal expenditure Is given, though
the statistics are not avallable for the
year 1902, but In 1888 the local eéxpen-

diture for the United Kingdom
amounted to £65,556401, and in 1901
to £183,718,267,

Both these expenditures fall on the
individual, and the tendency has been
to add enormously to the share of the
burdefl borne by the Briton and oaBe
that borne by the foreigner, This
will readily be seen from other statil‘
tics given In the same volume.

As to providing for money to datray
the imperial expenditure, it may be
stated that the foreigner paid about
£20,000,000 in 1888 toward the e&x-
penses of the country, while the Brl.
ton paid £68,000,000. Now, the forolgn.
er-pays about £82,000,000, st a goner
ous estimate, while the Briton makes
up the balance of £123,000,000.

In addition to this the whole burden
of domestic expediture falls on the
Briton in the form of rates and local
taxes, The increase of this burden
may be gauged from the fact that in
1886-7 the outstanding loans of local
authorities amounted to 186,821,642,
and that In 1900-1 this indebiedness
had risen to £818,704222.

Turning to the goods department of |

the report, it is found that we are
loging ground in the balance of cash |
received and cash paid.

In 1902, for Instance we bought foy
each head of the population £2 18, 74.

more than we did in 1888, but in 1902’
WDD@!_" <

we sold for each head of the.
tion omly 7s. ua worth ot _Britiah i
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| Newfoundland: -dogs, which age -

ity head always turded towsrd the

tmned ,

seach-to feed, and he e:tim Loy

e
thd Labor»swtng pwlu of 5 hc"h-
.amith Whicti, Pasersba Wats
On an ugto\m atredt, on the*’ ‘
slde of the citys-huiidres of ped
dally pause st & blickimith's shop -Be.
watch .three -Jarge and < intellipemt-

ployed by tho buwny smithy to
the bellows of the farges of hissliop.
In one corner of the shop iz« woo
wheel,- about eight feet #n dlama
and wide cnough for 8 dog to ¥
fn, When the -whedl Is at rvest:
dog stands ln much thé smme po
as the horse in & child's Tocker

fotge, awalting orders, ¥¥hen fol
“go ahead” the heast on Quty
starts on & brisk trot, which
the wheel tarn" around rap}
by meam of & crank mxi la

the an!mm to keep‘j_he amith
br!ght. Each dog works in th

they- save him $12 a weels,, as:oths

wize it would require at Teast th
vices of two men or a small éngid
do their work—New Yorle. New:

The Emel T‘owcr D!oomt
Visttors (o Paris, as well sk .the e
rislans themselves, have fop Q

to the sight of the Em‘:e
vhtohever way t&ey tﬂm,, i:l;at

| been arvived at, will s
people and be regreted by
Noth can be done !:mmo

1910, but nulsss sony
than the Parls municipkl
in to szxve i, the Tourde
metres will théxe. disapp
‘structiong of the ¥hng
essential monstrosifies;.
-never been objected thn
fui Bteel erection :
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