Why the Mates of a Merchanf-i

man Are Not Polite.
FICTION AND THE FACTS

Mai“,rity of Gompumts and Tales of
use From Supieriors Untrue-
Where Sailors Are Badly Treatd

it is Mostly Their Own Faull,~—~Few
Use Their Own Name.

. There ia perhaps no human heing
ot whom s much is written and s
it trdth told as the sallor. Of late
yoars the novelists have made a mar-
tyr of “Poor Jack.” They have re-
counted tales of horrible brutality im
the merchant marine servicee To
read this fiction is te learn that tle
decks of the ship ran with blood; that
the mates vied with one another |m
murder; that the lamblike *ais wete
- treated to capstan bars, marlinspikes,
belaying piss and rope ends betom

" ¢ and after meals.
" AN’ this makes good reading,.yst
the great majority of such tales are
either highly colore@ or absotutely
untrue, In nine csses out of ten, when
sallors ate’bedly treated it ls thelr
own fault. There are some good sall
ors, but they are mighty scarce. The
toughest men that wear shwes go te
sea.
they have made desolate and from il
manner of guestionable pasts. Few
of them dare ship under ¢their own
names. As a usual thing they ge
shoard fighting drunk, and the mates
have no alternative but to Hck them
into shape.

A Glasgow bark that shipped a new
crew here last week wen! Lo sea from
the upper bay, and before the Hook
was reached the mates had to bet
every new hand all over the decks te
g6t them to torn to. The owner of
twelve Amerlcan ships said yesterday
that the only tractabie seaman ke ener
met was perched on a pedestal n
front of the Sailors’ Snug Harbor on
Staten Island and was carved,
born. Yet it Is hard to shake the
faith of landsmen who had read the
popular tales of the sea, Unly the
other day, at the graduatiom exerclses
aboard the scholarship St. Mury's, a
well-known citizen drew a picture of
how the average sallor s maltreated
by devilish mates.

That same day at the Britisk Cen-
sulate, close to the Battery, where the
brimming harbor laps the seawall, a
poor Jack with & rich cargo of rum
safely stowed away, was pleading the
cause of temperance in the behavior
of mates in general, but ene second
mate in particular. This tar was not
quite as trim and yachty- looking as
the one who used to torn out witha

cheery Aye, aye, air" aboard the inm- .

maculate ““Pinafore.”” Hc¢ bhad rsd
hair, & pockmarked face amd a
wrong font eye, and his greasy ap
was catheaded on his port ear in such
& way 88 to give him the appearance
of being & very bad man. He had evi
dently run afoul of a number of
“coaling” stations during Bis crulse
in search of the consulate, and his
remarks lost nothing in flavor even !

after he was warned that there were !

women within earshot.

All that the clerks could unwind at
first from his yarn was that there was
& mate, and that this particular mate
was—well, pretty much everything

that is impossible. Finally the vice !

consul nsked him what was his specl-
fic complaint against the mate. Drop-
ping his topgallant oaths for the mo
ment, the sallor said:

“He was cruel. that's what.”

“In what way was he cruel?’ (-
quired the faithful representative of
King Edward.

“Why.” explained the unfortunats
mariner, ‘‘that Dbeer-swiling raflian
sald I warn't no gentlemsan. I wouldn't
have minded it had he said it private
like, -but he ups with it afore ths
whole watch. I want youn to—"

‘Did this beer-swilling ruffian
hands on you? Beat you. I mean.”

“That slouch lay hands on me!"
shouted poor Jack. exploding with a
volume of bon mots picked up per-
baps in the sinks of (alcutta or
among the cubby holes of Tilbury.
“Lay hands on me! I'd like to see
him!” And he shifted his cap to the
northeast cormer of his head and
raised his starboard flipper in a way
to make a mate tremble,

“What you say doesn't constitute gn
assanlt on the part of the mate,” re
marked the vice-comsul. “We can do
nothing for you.””

“That's how us friendless sailors
are abused,” roared the jack tar in a
rage. “D’ye know what sailor folk
.8et when anybody talks Consul? ‘Go
‘round the corner, we' sez, ‘an’ yow'll
gsee three or four scarecrows asettin’
on the pavement under the British
coat-of-arms. That's the British Con-
sul, we sez.”

With that the sadly abused son of

lay

the gea lurched adrift in a seaway,

and by a wonderful feat of pedestrian.
fsm managed to make hia exit without
carrying away the combings of the
door. To a crony who had been awalt:
ing his coming he said: "There ain't
no law for the saflor man, ‘Why, that
sott-pated —— up thera didn't seem
to mind my beln’ called out of my
name. Sorry I dide't Iay 1t on the
mate at sea and take my chance.”

And he hiccoughed himself into the
nearest saloon.~—N, Y. Mail and Hn
press,

8he Understood It.
Sportsman (wishing for fresh felds
to conquer)—I should like to try my
hand at big game,
Fir Igmermus—Yes, I suppose you
find it very hard to hit theso litils
birdsl-—Pungch.
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cultivated pal&tc,. 'ﬁ;etr geNEe O
taste is smeh that by exercising W
they can De assured of & hxg;rml:
{ncomme.

Any one whe viits the fex- dmrlct
in New York will see In the offices
of the bix tex desalers mem who for-}
ever taste tea out of tiny cups. These'
are the tea-tuters, and though they
never drink tez, their sense of taste
is 8o accmrate that they can tell at
once the grade and value of the tes
in the boxes from which their sam-
ples are taken.

In every lirge wine dealing estsh-
Ishment there is & wine taster, who
never swallows wine, Hut whose busi-
nesz it is to tste samples of a1l wines
and  declde uwpon their quality. He
cin tell when & wine s ready to be
put -on the market and just what its
grade s,

But thse most eurlens branch of the
tating profesion s one whickk has
Intely become a paying business for-
wonren in Parls. There several wor
men earn good salaries by driving |
from one house to snether just before
dinner is ready to serve and tasting
the warious diches which the oook
has prepared,

They taste, they criticise, they rees
onmend additon of some flavoring
or seasoning, and then rush away in
thelr carriages to the house of the
next customer.

They are cilled dinner-tasters, and
a part of their duty is to suggest im-
prov ements In the manner of prepar-
Ing dishes.

Thus, {f one cook is inclined to use
too wuch salt in his dishes and an-
other too little, these thimgs are jot-
ted down, and a report maade to the
master of the household, who thersup-
on requests the cook to reform his
ways.
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This business of dinpner tasting im
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When Oount Ferdiinang: 86 Léssops |
hegan the Suex Canal, u° 1850, he hiﬁ
difficulty In raisiig the waxwi of 2,0
000 francs, which~waas-ridiculiously in-
adequate, - Wheh, in 1880y’ he opened
the subscription books of the Papama
Canal,-it-ws Tound that aXi the shaves |
had been subscribed two or ‘th
times over. Yet he had proved the
Suex Canal to:be eauly practiable,

T*Btephemon had declared e Bizew: Ons | oo
nal.uterly fmpricticable, - ; whife- ithe}.
groatest_cogineers in Framos: had sus-+

taihed Do Lesseps in bls judgment:
that a xes level Pansma wnal oouid |
. b8 commtructed.

These tway casea sbpw how little
either engineers or Inveatirs -know
about how some things a.te miut bo
come out.

‘Times Ovar-His- memuﬁ»wm ‘Mo
Disappointad . and - Dishonored. in |

the bark," Nm»su&tot the hoop

apecles s known “vutside of mﬁhg‘@ ;

science. Similarly mythical”

“milk smake"” When of an evening ﬂtg
farmer finds. the output. of . a h, 1B
ahort by thircy or Lorty. Q%Xcé "~
that the mllk unlkc lus béen aro

=aif & can .
ar misconce;aﬂon: K- e
of snakes are still=prevalent, @ mals
 ting bf EHeAun, m”:%aﬁi lo; Fias doths
ing'to do with the death’of Wisnake,

dead at: onct. The-tail: will remin
seoaitive and -will -wriggle: for: .uvpul:

The money pourqd lg!or Fanama be-
cause Suex had snccesded—it poured
in, and it never camé out. Where

The capital which had been sctually
sunk, up to that time, amounted to
1,300,000,000 francs. Of this smount
two-thirds was actually expended. st
Panama. The rest was usedin France
to bribe politiclans, bankers and news-
papers,

De Lesseps probably pever winted
to bribe any oné, but believed that he
had to do s0 In order to put the canal
through. His whole life was pledged

| ssld to be one which cannot be fol-
- lowed for any length of time without
intervals of rest, for, paradoxical as it
may seem, & dinner-taster, if she
kept contimuously at her trade, would
bs {m danger of starving to death,
0t course, the taster never eats of
the food which she examines, but
merely tastes it
tasting of <o many different kinds of

food gives her a disgust for food of &nd as he was not an emglneer,

all kinds, so that it I8 with the great- | must have been a prophet.
est difficulty she can bring herself to , maglc glass within his heart he saw some creatures that mnke up an un

et a square meal.

%o once inan while the dinner-
tastexr has to take a month off; but
she gets excellent pay while sha
works, and can afford to toaf at least

onethird of tie time and eat some ! that was not 50 much of a feat of portion of the western hemisphere. -t
i prophecy. Later still, he aw 1in his 4§y put nine degreen north of the equi:

thing —Washington Post.

Underwater Signaliing.

The ciume of three-fourth of the
shipwrecks and loss of life at sea
ams about t0 be removed. It is not
& wire or even the alr, but the water
this time that is used to transmit
sound vibrations. [or some weeks
there has beep {nstalled on the steam-
| ers of the Metropolitan Company of
' Boasbon an apparatus which may yet

ke it possible for the vessel bheat-
ing about the coast in a storm to
know where the rocks and shoals are
when the fog will not permit the light
to be seen and the noise of the wind
drowns the sound of the bell-buoy or
the siren; for u battleshlp to know of
the approach of a submarine, and &
fishine smack of the approach of &
liner off the Banks of Newfoundland.

The aparatus i{s extremely simple, It
amounts to nothing more or less than
ringing a bell under water which the
pllot or captaln can hear telephonical-
1y, Screwed om  both sides of the
vescel's hull are two receivers. which
are connected by wires with the
wheelhouse. These recelve the vibra-
tions from the bell hanging in the
wiater on the side of the lightship.
‘The navigator has only to put the ear
Dlece to bdis ear and ascertain on
which side thevibrations are the loud-
er, in order to know the direction of
the lighthouse and his own position in
the fog with comparative accuracy.

For fishing vessels a ball receiver
has been provided, and this is used to
£et more delicate intonations aboard
A steel vessel. The value of the ap
paratus was put to a good test recent-
1y when the steamer .James 8. Whit
ney was approiching the Boston light-
ship on her return from New York.
"The lighthouse was obscured by rain
and fog. Thanks to the signal ap-
paratus, the captain immediately
hesrd the bell and got his direction.
It was not until five minutes after
that he heard the lightship’s whistle
for the first time.—Collier's Weekly.

A Day of the Pope's Llife,

The daily life of Plus X. is as busy
and as simple a8 that of his predeces-
sor, I.eo XIII. He rises at 5, cele
brates mass at 8, which is served by
his private secretary, Mgr. Bressau.
Afier hearing snother mass in thanks-
giving, he breakfasts; this consists of
= simple cup of black coffee. Then
follows & walk of about an hour, dur-
tng which a visit is made to a little
grotto of Oar Lady of Lourdes erected
in the Vatican Gardens. The rest of
the morning up to 1 p. m. is devoted
to corresponndence, interviews with sec-
rectaries and high officials, public and
private awdiences. At 1 o’clock the
Pope dines, and kis dinner consists of
ons dish of meat. After a short siesta
he recites his breviary and them re-
sumes work wuntll 6, when he takes a
wralk in the loggia of the Vagjean.
Visitors and pllgrims are frequently
recelved there, From 7 until 9 o’clock
Pis X. {5 agin at work, and then
private devotiens engage his attention
until absut hallpast 10 o'clock, when

the day’s work of the new Pope comes
to an end.—London Daily News.

|

His credit while llylng, hia fame after
he was dead, hung upon it. ' He could
not see {t fafl.

But 1t did fail, and De L.sseps died
a disappointed and dishonored man.

He was right in believing that the

and this continual canal could and would be dug. He be- ing enjoyed u good meal—the moat un:

lieved in Suez as against . Stephenson;
he
In the

the Suez Canal finished, the shlps rid-.
ing upon it. Nothing eould Gonvince
lhim that it was imjpracticable. He
{ saw the Corinthian canal, which he
| also prometed, In the same way; but

mind's eye, the Panama Canal in the
same way, finished, bearing the
world’'s commerce. He know it was
to be built, and he felt that the event
would justify all he aid.

‘What Is pow to happen, the bullding
of g lock canal by the U'nited States of
America, will vindicate De Lesseps as
a wizard, but not as an englieer. Peo-
ple belleved in the wizard, and gave
him money. But not all their money
could dig the canai as he first planned
it, nor even with locke. without the
government assistance which the
Unlted Rtates would not lot France
glve.

De L.esseps could not {in any event
have liwed to see the actual completion
of the Panama Canal, He was born
in 1803, and was consequently eighty
years old when the report of Lieut.
Mclean, of the United States Navy,
in 1885, showed that if would take
$350,000,000 to bulld the canal, and
that with $74.000,000 spent, less than
one-tenth of the excavation had been
made. It was rather a wonder that :
the old man did not die when the en-
terprise in whirh his heart and soul
were bound up began to flounder.

But he lived on until 1894, game to
the last, in spite of paralysis. He died
& ticketof-leave man, for a ['‘rench
court of justice had condemned him
fn 1892 for breach of trust and mal-
versation of funds, and sentenced him
to five years’ imprisonment. The sen-
tence was never carried out. The ofl-
cers of the law simply never went
after De Lesseps, and nobody ever ex-
pected them to,

In his old age Count de I.esseps had
taken a young wife, a Spaniard, and
their immense family of blooming,
black-eyed h ldren. who overflower
a great pony cart every day in the
Bois de Boulogne like a bushel and a
half of red apples running over the
top of a hushel basket, Wwere his joy
and his sustainer in his old age.

As it was an American frost that
finally carried off the De Lesseps Pan-
ama project, perhaps, whers it has fin-
fshed the canal, the American Govein-
ment will have money enough left with
which to raise a statue of the Perceur
d'Isthmer at Panama, by way of spon-
taneous expiation—J. E. C.

Mr. Steadman’s Mistake,
Edmund Clardncy Stendhan, the
-veterari author, while on’ & visit'
France, stopped one day on a <coun-
try road to admire thé surrounding
country. As heé stood gazing medita-
tively over the fields he noticed that
several peasants who passed him on
the road bowed and took off thelr huts |
to him. Mr, Steadman was at first
surpriced at thelr salutes fn his hon-
or, and wondered for whom these po-
lite peasants mistook him; but as they
were repeated by peasant aftet peas
aut, he finally concluded that  This|
reputation had penetrated farther-
thah he had ventured to suppose. Asg
he moved away from the spot he hap-
pened to glance behind him. He had
been standing in front of & statue of

much of it went to was proved by the tme without veference to the:
great French Panama investigation. | 0f the sun.

to the success of this great enterprise. | NOU"“- A blacksnake, the mory: M

| red to his son who dfed shortly after
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hours sfter death, hut the.movementi.

Is purely spasmogdic and. ceanss ﬁgg,

Another pc

Is that & nt;lesnu&e il Qc&\n t sixl-
cide when hopefessly cornéreéd by
sinking. ity own fangs imfo ity sides
No pojsonous ln;kq 1s ausceptible - to
the polson of its om kind. Two cobray

In a #ght know thia;ENeitﬁbr
trles to mrlkn the other, The tomd
s’ a live swallowing matel, Andtﬁe

mistaken motion' is p¥rtly ‘Dased Ol“

fact—the only fact which ' seéme'stel]
impute to s snske any of the highet

, will open {ts mouth to swallow !tl
youn: in time of danger., It ia true
the black racer will swallow ita young
when threatened, but there iz no ¢
cord that the little ones ever see dRY- |
light again. Instead, the mother Mo
peaceful, much in the manner of hay-

natural..of all cannibals, -the. conaunast.
of her own flesh and blood, and but
snother exnmple of the rare and loath

canny world by themselves.-—Me
Clure's Alagazine,

Picture of Panama. %

‘Panama ls, listorically, the oldest

tor and is fertile beypnd desdription,
Every troplcal fruit grows wild, Its{~
only exporis are bananas.and & little:
mahogany. While a large part of.the
Inhabitants live.upon rice, and thoi-
sands of acres—of—rice lands .exist,
nearly all the rice consumed s import-
el. The population does not tnoresss,
says the Portlsnd Oregonlan, nor does
Panama wax in riches, © kg

The people in their habits resembls
the Chinese. They are cleanly in thelr
persons and bathe frequently, bil
their surroundings ave so flithy thst
but for the ublquitous buzzard exist:
,ence would be intolerntble. The Tewh
' absorb most of the commerclal tidkiik
actions. Many Chinese are establish.
ed along the line of the ralh‘ond“nnd
the canal who are marrled to the ns&
tive women and are for the mast part
Iexcesulve users of goplum. The only
labor to be dependended upon Is that
of negroes brought under coutract
from Jamalca. These men are steady,
temperate, and compare {AVOTADIY
| with any Inbor in the world. Gold s
always at a premiom of several thoi-
sand per cent, There is plenty of
paper which no one will fouch, zad
the medium of exchange 'is stiver,
more or less - debased. For trading
purposes it, however, passes current at

gold., This puts a premium ujon most
articles: of import and depreclates the |-
value of the country’s products. '

A Huge Claim,

Prussia has been brought face to
tace with a claim for $20,000,000; which
{s sald to be supported by necessary
documents, duly authentloated by the
Russian Department of State archives,
The persons concerned are fthe two
L Counts Muennieh, descendants of the
Russian fisld marshal, Count Muen.
nich,- to whom Frederick the Great
gave an estate In 1741, Count Meuxn
nich refused it, and it was transter-

returning - to Russia from abroad,
whither he had accompanied his éx-
fled father. Before leaving Prussia
he obtained from Frederick a written
promise to pay him 312,000 “Albert
thalers”” The money was never pitd
and now his descendents are making
a claim for it, plus compound mtem
Neéw Junuh Fashion: = -
According to ‘the Blectrical World|
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able. East A;!ticanmbelles dngo i;ie
raph authorities discovere J
fullfion. They found great dimcu%i’r

ents,
téchnically known as 4 Unefian, Whils
seovering” s native lawn fotl 1n tHe |
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