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ILL the language of St. Pat-

rick agnin become the com-

mon tongue of the Irish peo-

ple? Bo we may fondly

hope, as to this end points the remark-

able literary revival now in progress

In the Green Isle and among its de-

scendants in this country. And may

we not also hope that with the restora.

tion of the ancient Gaelic language

Ireland may be restored to its pristine

glory and again take its proud place
among the nations of the earth?

The literary revival which gives this
promise took definite form in 1893,
when was organized in Dublin the
Gaelic league, whose purposes were de-
fined to be:

First.—The preservation of Irish as
the national language of Ireland and
its extension as a spoken tongue,

Second.—The publication of existing
Gaelic literature and the cultivation of
modern literature in Irish.

In the pursuance of its first named
purpose the few scholars of the Gaelle
language aud literature gathered about
the University of Dublin begun a vig-

orous campaign for the preservation of |

the anclent tongue awong those LYy
whom it was still used, urging tlem to
keep alive the yet remmining spark of
the literury light which once burned
so brightly. The work, therefore, of
the Gaelic league was at first mainly
confined to the so called “Irish speak-
ing distriets” which, roughly. embrace
the portions of the island Iying ulong
the coasts north, west

| clent lterature. Now everybody from

nd south from| [reland.

speaking pecple, and thus was begun )
a Gaelic revival, which is spreading
with wonderful rapidity throughout
the Jand. Newver has the dying tongue
of a people been resuscitated so quick.
ly. Until a few years ago the landed
geniry and nobility of Ireland almost
without exception toek pride in not
knowing the langnage of their country,
and its use was confined to the pess-
antry and a few scholars of the an-

the duke to the lahorer has taken np |
Gaelic, and it is popular alike in castle
and cottage. - Branches of the parent
league are being established every-
where throughout the island, and the
study of ‘tho anclent language and its
Itterature is taken up with such en-
thusissm as to stimulate the hope that
the Gaelic tongue may yet resume its
once honored place in history and let-
ters.

Not only is the Gaelic revival spread-
ing throughout Ireland, but among the
sons of Erin who have crossed the sea!
to America and their descendants there
i8 a growing desire to know more of
the language and literature of historic
Gael. In all the principal cities of this
country there are Gaelic societies, de-
voted to the awakening and preserva-
tion of the ancient langnage, customs,
art and music of Ireland, embracing in
their membership hundreds who speak
and write Gaellc. These societies are
affiliated with the Gaelic league of Ire-
land, to which they render substantinl
aid and have been greaily stimulated
and encouraged by the presence in this
| country of Willlam Butler Yeats, the
i distinguished Irish poet, orator and
! dramatist, who {8 now regarded as the
master spirit of the Gaelic¢ revival

The Gaelic movement in Ireland is
| in no sense palitical, though it is likely
| to have a marked effect on the political |
| status and sentiment of the country. !
| In the education of the Irish people'
r and the revival of their language and
» literature the national spirit is|
i strengthened, unified and intensified)
 and the people inspired with keener
‘ ambition for the ultimate freedom of |

Donegal to Waterford. They umtain‘ ‘

Aside from any sentiment of patriot-

the finest scenery in Ireland. and thelr| ygm which the study of the Gaelic lan-

inhabitants are as pure Gaels as are
extant, being in sowe places, like the
Arran islands, wholly unmixed. It is
fairly estimated that one-fifth of the

guage and literature may awaken in
the breast of the loyal son of Erin, it
18 a fascinating theme, Though large-
ly fragmentary and disconnected, the

. )

Rochester: N Yy §;
a time antedsting d'adwm,&t St |
Pattick, who preached. in the Gaelig.

tongue. [T
The Tterary merit of these anclent
productions has been dwelt on by many
eritics, both favorgbly and otherwise
tnd thelé arxt, pathos, dignity, purity
rnd homor abundantly shown. No ene
who has delved into Gaelic literature
even cursorily will depy the high deé-
gree of technical finish and the race
gift of harrative “displayed. It is &’
warlg of barbaric grandéur, of unend-
ing strife to Wwhich the earlest tales,
transport us, but aiso a world of noble
though rygged idedls of chivalry, hon-
or, loyalty and love, of pictoresque Ag-
ures and scened and & world withal’
over which fancy bas spféud its winga.
Nor 1i" there dny “lick of themes of
perennial interest to Humanity-—the
.struggles of the' individual with his
passions or against the trummels of
the law, soclal conventions or against
tate itsell; conflicts of fove and duty,
of friendshlp and loyalty. If there is
one trait which distinguishes this early
literature from that of other nations in
a similar stage of development, it is |

gﬁ@d.

evary worldly ‘-,dw.xmfs'

K3 &
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& thousand years. ..., ... ..
While the specimens of Gaelle
ature yet extant have. heem, and
continue to be studied by genermti
of bistorisms, folklorists apd srchuod.
ogists, it is thelr itersry-wnd
qualites . ..ch cawe thew to M
popular favor, ‘Theyawsit the
the artist, the ppet sud palater;
-the present, Gaelle rewimk,
velop, and when thus io
s naot unifkely that-the,
eltic geni it was |
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Tar Depwaror.
““Thon hast inherited from thy!
(sther,”’ spoke the mother, ‘witk™ will]
deeper solemuity of tqne, * sphle
name, s high station, ample ‘tiche,,

is one treagure which I have rwerys
for thee fgm his inharim?ng, mo

| though I valued it more then gold and

shouldat prove thyslf worthy ot i€, &
have concealed it from thes till mow;

J
over to thee,*’

With trembling hands she drew
from her neck the %olden chain which,
hung around it; and for the first time
her mon saw that it supported a muval} |
bag or purse richly embroidered, and
set with gems, She opened i, sud
drew from it s sponge,dry indesd, but
deeply stained. *

*“This, too, is thy father's blood,!
Pancratius,’” she saild, with faltering
voice aiid atreaming yyed. “I githered
it myself from bis death-wound, m,

SAY
d n»

owels, It is now time that I make i€

| disgaised, [ stood by hisside,and
| bim die ,from the wonnd h:fl

SHE KNOWS HER GAELIC WELL, |

ceived for Christ.”’
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Who hail ‘and

While yearly

H

But now
The tonegs-
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Then joylully
We sing a glad anthem to Freedom's

That brilliantly
On this feast of the
Tco dearly to let our ol
For thee, or our faith in-4h

OW long has t
Of pitying an
How tong has th

Forgotten ali notes but

let it sound th

8ir dsiand arou
; h in tuneful array./y’
While seraphs sin S Vs

To s Patrick. thy patron, who, loyal forever.

THE BRIGHTE

OME, bind as betore. dearest Erin. thy tresses
With wreaths of the ghambe
And pray, as of yore

eternally green,
tck to-
and queen!
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‘. right ray
eams in the daws ecarly beams
Riron whose glor ‘ herish
on decuy
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“St. Patrick's .‘

X
shamrock. bedeweld U¥ the weebping

told misery's/ta (‘\
arp in thy sancti
tivit all
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d keéeping
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5id never forget for thy freedom to pray

'Nor cease tiil
Thy bonds on

he saw thy true children dissever
a joyous St. Patrick's. day!

COPYRIGHT 190

<

people of Ireland still speak the old
Gaelie tungue with greater or less tiu-
ency, but it is roost frequently heard
in Donegal and Galway, In 8ligo,
Mayo, Cork, Kerry, Clare and, most
of all, in the Isle of Arran. In tese
sections‘ which may be termed the
core of Gaeldom—sections which have
most tenaciously clung to the tradi-
tions of the old days of Irelahd’s inde-
pendence and most stoutly resisted
British innovations—the efforts of the

WILLIAM BUTLEE YEATS, THR IRISH POET.

QGaelle league met with a quick and
enthusiastic response. from the Irish

Ifterature of ancient Gnel is astonish-
' ingly rich and abundant. Hundreds
| of manuseripts, written in the days
| when the lamp of Europe's learning
! was kept bLurning only in *‘the little
. {gle of the west,”” are stored in Trinity
college, Dublin, and in museums and
Hbraries elsewhere throughout the
i world. They were a labor of love on
the part of the old monks. and the illu-
mination and chiro2ranhy of some of
them are veritable works of art.
Dividinge early Irich Htersture rongh
ly into two main groups. the prose tale

At e tyrical poetry, Gaelic students
Laniain that there still exist in manu-
scripts of various ages about 500 tales,
of wklich only about 150 have been
translated and printed, while a manu-
script catalogue in the library of the
Royal Irish academy enumerates the
initial lines of nearly 7,500 poems still
preserved. It is true that many of
these tales and poems are known to
the modern student only in late coples,
but these often reach back in an un-
broken chain to very early originals,
so that it sometimes happens that a
poem originally composed in the eighth
century had been preserved only in a
seventeenth century manuscripts. Oth-
ers are clearly the productions of re-
cent times, being merely modern get-
tings of storles told and retold in Ire-
land for centuries.

In the prose tales there 18 embalm
a vast mass of legendary lore of a
character mythological, heroic, seml-
historical and romantle. These tales
were learned by heart and recited by
generations of professional story tell-
ers and were later written down and
preserved by the scribes of the monas-
tarfes. The oldest of them carry the
gtudent back to a pre-Christian perfod
and give a pictare of Hfe In Ireland at

the type of womunhood revealed In It.

“Ag it belonged to Celtic romance,”
gays 4 prominent Irish writer, “to lm-
pose upon the mind of Europe a new
type and ideal of womunhood, the type
of Iseult ,and Elaine, of Guinevere
and Enid, so it belonged to Ireland to
create some of the earliest love tales
of western Europe, the love tales of
Deirdre and Emer, of Etaine and
Grainnpe.”

The love tales of Ireland are not only
among the most ancient of Hurope,

but they have also a purity, a tender-
pess and a charm hardly to be found
elsewhere. They are indeed a special
production of the Gael. The heroines
of these tales are sprightly, winsome,
very buman maldens, belonging to an
order of beings as unlike the Titanie
women of the northern saga as they
are nnlike the morbid, luxurious la-
dies of southern romsance. If one
wishes to learn how Irish youths. and
maidens of those early centuries loved
let him turn to the “Wooing of Emer,”
tp the “Children of Usnech,” to “Dor

mot and Grainne,” or to “Liadain and
Curithir.”

The Irjsh have always been a poetic
people, and the ancient Gaelle is par-
ticularly rich in poetry, much of it of
a high literary order. It is related
that in the days of Oisin “about 40,000
persons were able to compose verse”
One-third) of the men of Hrin were
poets in the time of Colum-kille, and
goon after every learned man was eom-
pelled to prove himseif a poet. Much
of this poetry is still preserved. I

!

ful spirit of the Irish race which has
survived the persecntion and repression
of centuries, Noime of the old Gaelie
songs, such, for instance, as “Allesn

represents the cheerful, buoyant, hope.
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it fervently;and her gushing tears fell
on it, and moistened it once more, And
thus liquefied again, its colour glowed
bright and warm, esif it bad only
just left the martyx’s heart.
The holy matron put it to her son’s
quivering lips, and they wers empur.
pled with its eanctifying toueh, He
venerated the sacred relic with the
| deepest emotions of a Christisn and s
gon; and felt as if his father’'s spirit
had descended into him, and stirred to
its depths the full veste] of his hemrs,
that its waters might be ready freely
to flow.The whole family thus seermed
to bim once more united, Lucipa
replaced her treasure in its shrine,mnd
hung it round the neck of herson;
saying: ““When next it is mofsteniéd,
may it e from a nobler Mféam than
that which gushes from & weak Wo:
man’s eyes!” But heaven thonght =
so; and the future , combatsnt way
snointed, and the future 3
consecrated, by the blooa.of his father
mingled with his mother’s tesxs,  *
h GHAPTER W, [E2340)
Tae Heatsex Hovsprorp, .
While the scenes described in the
three last chapters were takicgy place,n
very different one presen
another house, situated in the ,v?!;ay
between the Quirinal and’ Esquiline
hills. Xt was that of Fabiusg, & men of
the equestrian order, whose family, by
farming the revenuesof Asiatic pros
 vinces, had amassed immienss weslths
His house was larger and amore gplens
did.I¢t contained a third lsxge peristyle
{or comif, mirrounded by 'in
apirtovents; and bésides - pomsensing
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