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BY MARY ROWENA COTTER.
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dainty lunch which had been brought
up for her sistar, and she almost in-
sisted upon her taking just a cup of
coffee to keep up her strength.

“Iam afraidthe excitemeat is too
mach for you, Beatrice, ”she said,
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Mrs, Maybam, tn the meantime,
after bidding her children good-bye,
for what seemed to her asshe looked
forward a long time, bad written to
“and you will sucely faiot at the|Sister Cecelia ansocount of the marn-
sltar if you go out fasting.” age, lingering longest on the details of
“No fear of that, mother,I feel real | th® unexpected visit from Beatrice's
well this morning and will have a|0Wn family, In conclusion she-wrote:
better appetite for my breakfast when| _‘‘You promised me, Magdelene,
I return.’’ when you left me that God would
The brighs flush of pesfect health |*end me another daughter andI did
on her face told that she spoke the|Rot believeit then. True, your place
truth,and Mrs. Buow was very proud |an never be filled in my heart, but
of bar ax~she stood before her, the|Beatrice bas become dearer to histh
only objection to her outfit being that | Your father and myself than we could
the low neok and short slecves of the | have beliered s stranger could ever
reception dress bad to be filled in,but{be~ Lo ber God has in reality given
th.i‘d been 80 tastefully done with |18 & trae daughter, and were it not
some rare old lace which had long|for His gocdoew in bringing about so
been in the Mayburn family,as tardly hagpy & reconcilistion between her
to be poticeable. and those who havea just claim to
Before further comment could be | her affectiors, I would have been al-
made Beatrioe hurried down to the most jealous when others came to
parlor where her father was nervous- | 018im ber.
ly pondering on how he should act in| CHAPTER XXXI.
the Oatholioc ghurch, for he had never
been in any otherexoept those he had
visited in Europe yeam ago. A fow
timely and kindly spoken words from
Mrs Mayburn served to put him at
ease, and afles presenting his daughter
to the bridegroom who met them at
the mltar, he smnk comfortably into a
front seat and watched the ceremony
with interest. It would have been
difficult to bawe told which attracted
both his wife and himself most, the
bride or priest in snowy vestments
who sang &6 High Nuptial Mass.
““Who would ever have believed it
would bave come to this,’’ said Mrs,
Snow as they were returning from the
church, ‘‘when we all expected so mach
better of both Mr. Lenton and
Beatrice?”’ doctor, and all through the evenjug
“‘Our daughten has evidently made|he watched her closely, epeing too
s most brilliant match so we ought|plainly that she was being over-fatigu-
not to complain ¥ she is happy in the | ed, he been in the family longer
religion she has chosen, and as for|he would hsye for her sake brqught
him it is no more than I expected. If|the eonversation to a close and bidden
he has chosen to throw away his life | her retire, but under the present cir-
with all his talents in this way he|cumstances he dreaded to speak. He
himself will have to sufter for it.”  tried to mttract the attantion of Bea—
“*Very true,”’ sighed his wife, “‘but { trice but tono avail.  When at last
I sometimes fesr that his early influ~ | the family legnuted for the night he
enoce instead of helping to do good to | noticed that

During the excitement which at any
other time might bave proitrated
Blanche, she had shown a wonderfal
strength, founded entirely on her
great happiness, but when it was all
over, and she was once more in her
own home, the reaction came. The
family  had so much to talk of and
there was so much to be told by Bea-
trice, whose first uaintpnce with
the Mayburns was still & myitery to
her own, that it was very late ere they
retired. Blanche, although she had
hesed all {mm her iister the night
before, wished to hear the story again
and oould not have been persuaded to
have left her side until the last one
was ready to retire. The only one
who paid any heed to her was the
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sorry sbe has had the misforfune to|he had fixed upon her and summoning
fal) under his influence again.” all her strength she smiled on them,
““I truly sympathize with you, wife, |then ran hurriedly op the stairs as if
but now she has a good hueband |in definance of his fears
whom I believe will protect her all| Scarcely had Beatrice and her
through life;eo Iet us forget the past.’’ |husband reached their own room
The cloud cleared from Mrs.Snow's | when they heard her trying to mﬁ-
brow as she reached the house, but in | press a violent fit of conghimg brought
spite of her hushand’s words,it gather- |on, no doubt, by ber hurried move-
ed again when the Jesuit, in company [ ments. Beatrice stood silently gazing
with a priest who had assisted him, t him as if undecided what to do,but
was presented at the wedding break- [the violence of the cough increased
fast. Bhe at first shrank from him as |and she hastened to find her lying on
he greeted her, but when the same | her bed while they were crimson spots
sheerful voice which she had loved to {on the hmndkerchief she held to her
listen to in other years, spoke kindly |lips. The ocourrence was such & ususl
to her, her reserve melted away and |thing, which seldom lasted lgng. that
forgetting hiv present position she was | Mrs. Snow, who was very tired had
bufk sgain in the presence of her|paid little altention to it, but Beatrice
dear old pastor. His cheerfulness, | who had never before seen her sister
se like that of old, added so much to |in such a state, was thoroughly fright-
the happiness of the -hour that she |ened and with her arms saill support-
forgot herself #0 far as to address him |ing her she called to her husband who
as Father Lenton, ot with any re- {had followed her and was standing
spect for his right to thetitle now, but | just outside the d??r. ' w
because the gulf of time had been | ¢‘Itismothing,’ the poor girl man-
bridged over. aged to stammer, ‘‘I have these spells
The happy pair had intended to|quite often but they never amount so
take a train just before noon directly | mach,”and her few words brought on
for Chicago, but they were prevailed | more severe coughing with more blood.
upon by MraS8now to go home to New| The young physician looked sadly
York first and remmin there until the | at her for now the fears he had enter-
following day; so in the evening when | tained when introduced to her were
the younger girls who had received | confirmed, but botuyy:g no sign he
word that their parents and sister | gently set about to relieve her as best
. would be hoie, rushed to the door at} he oonld.. He would not leave the
the first sound of the carringe wheels | room until he saw her asleep and then
to hear tidings of the abeent one, they | he would not have gone bad it not
found themselves fondly clasped in |been for Beatrice who was in need of
her embrace. mi.itli;ndto"hﬁm h;.kn:: m;:]hddb:n:n.
Their joy st seeing her was so0 great | WiLing Lo allow _him fo watet s
that the;(zmoet smothered herand it| The ';Ml h'u‘la bl::lch i l:t;:n&.;
was with difficulty that she finally | many others ) M

: resen the vigilent oare of Dr. Mayburn it
‘lﬁnﬁ‘;gredg;?ﬁlf:ﬁep‘id,fc};mt was of short duration. Neverthelees

her room

ted a brother aud now I | Blanche wasunable to leave
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husband, Dr. Mayburn,” then she honeymoon trip was hn “ﬁr
resonted each of the aisters to him [se/eral days. 1In spite of her weak-

1 :m: as much grape as if it had only [ ness the invalid was happier than she




