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% A Beautifnl Catholic Story Whritten
% PFor The Catholic_Jonm&l.

\BY MARY ROWENA COTTER.

o
(Continned from last week.)

-  CHAPTER XXl

§  His recovery indeed seemed almost
f impossible for he seemed at times to

4 nurse’s faith in

3 little over two weaks the crisis was
passed and when there was a slight
E change for the better her joy was 80
great that she could ecarcely control
herself. The next week he wasable
to sit up and with hie permission shre
willingly consented to return to her
school, but she would not go back to
Mr.8nell’s until he was strong enocngh
t}:a be wrapped and carried back with
er.
“I am s0 glad to be home again,’’
he said wearily as they laid him on
his own bed once more.
“Yes, Willie, we will take that)
little journey together to which you
have looked forward all winter.”
‘I hope go,"’ he said raising him-
self up to look out of the window at
the road leading to ihe siation. ““The
snow is almost gone, spring will soon
be here and then you know what you
have promised me."’ :
The invalid smiled as he sank back
on his pillow and closed his eyes to
rest. Beatrice bent down and looked
# the pale innocent face whichshe
had €eared would soon be hidden be-
neath the sod, then furning away with
& tear in her eye she thought.
“I fear he may not be lefd with us
long, but dear Mother look dowr up-
en the poor osphan and do wotlet
him go until hig one great wish has
been granted.”
CHAPTER XXII

‘‘Doctor is there any help for
him?’ and Beatrice looked at the
pbysician as if ehe fain wauld read
his answer in his face.

He did not reply but bent hi» whole
attention to some powders he wms
memsuring out. ‘“Lhere, give bim
one of those in two tablespoonfuls of
water onoe every four hours.”’

Bestrice promised to follow his
directions then repested she question.
The physician looked at her and
awid: *“That is & hard question for
you to ask, Mies, and still harder for
me $0 answer.”

“Bat surely you must have an
opinion: Is there any hope for him?’
“While there is life there is hope,”’
he replied again eluding her question,
through no other motive than kind-
kindness, for knowing well how ten-
derly she loved Willie he did not wish
to wound her tender heart unnecess-
arily by warniag her of the rapidly
approaching end.

“‘Please dootor tell me the truth,
for it ia far better for me to know the

worst han to be kept in such suspense
as this, '’

borrowing needless trouble and it is
enough for you to suffer from it when
it con:es.’’

Beatxice was semewhat provoked
by his answer and said with tears in
her eyes:

*‘Doctor, 8 brother could scarcely
be dearer to me than our sick hoy;
and if, as I anderstand from your re-
marks, there is no help for him it is
your duty to tell me.’’

Tender pity filled hie eyes ashe
silently gazed upon hexr who in her
youth and delicate appearance seem-
ed almost unfit to be told of any com-
ing sorrow. Had she been the strong
daughter of one of the farmers who
bad besn accustemed to the hard
ways of life he would have been less
golicitious for her, but in every act
ghe atill showed marks of how tender-
ly she had been bmought up, and he
suspeoted with others that she was
secretly saffeding enough from hidden
sorrow, undeubtedly reverses in for—
twae, which had placed her wheveshe |1
was. He was folly aware that the
boy’s death wonld be & great blow o
hev, but he belioved that when away
feom the pliee shie was soou te lesve
sho would forget and cease t» mourn

I,
¢ wish yeu would tell me the
truth and not elude my queation for

I have good reasox o wish to Itnew
1in time.”’

S

" but I wonld say thismueh; if the bey

_Juaderstand he haa mot, I believe they
fceuld not bé sext for too soon '’

§ It wass hitter blow to the loving

fheart of Boatries but she mana

we. 1 belisve his days are fow,”
tiom for I wilk be betier pre
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fore heard.

doctor wasgone Beatrice fonnd her
patient lying so atill with his eyes
closed that she thought him asleep
snd was aboutto glidle away as she

had come when he opened his eyes

and looked searchingly in herface,
“You are too young, miss, to be |gj

me, Beatrice?’
say,” was the evading reply.
want to, for I heard it all.”

she ashwed, brushing back the thick
yellow curls from his brow.

my dear mother; butl am afaid I
will never havea chanceto remeive
my Firet Communion.’’

you die withoutit.”’

enough to travel!”

here.

depend om the asswer.

fell suleop.

glept, “Tenerrew Hols comaing te
visit His hoy
take me Jaome to my mo!

MG
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* *None, whatever, ss £ar as 1 can}

*Thank you for that mauch informna-

‘I would advise you not to fright-

*‘No fesr of that,doctor,for Ilmew

§ linger at the very portals between)too well the charsoter of emr poor|
§ lifo and death, but so strong was hislictle safring friend to have any

prayer that she in- |fears of injuring him by what I may}
. sisted that he would get bekter. In tell him. Young 88 he ig. hehns &

brave, msaly heart that would not be
afraid of death, Bot ]am leaving
him too long alone 80 I must bid you
gool-bye.”

It wae now spring, or rather almost
semmer ; and contrary to the hopee of
those who loved him, Willie had not
recovered from theillnes caused by
his long walk in she storm. His re-
moval had brought on m relapec which
had deveoped into comsumption and
it was sometimes feared that he woudd
never ses the summer, but thedoctor
had remained obstinate asto ex .
ing what his opinion of the boy's
condition was, ‘Fheway he clung to
life seemed a¢ limes almost miracal.
ous, but hope often does wonders for
the sick and seemsto presexve life
when dootors’ remedies wonld fail.
The bright hope which was kesping
onr boy alive was that Beatrice had
pronised to take him in the spring to
receive his First Communien, and to-
gether they earnestly prayed each
day that would not let him die
withous it.

‘“Only to recetve our dear Lord
just once,’’ he said ome day, ‘““and
then I will be contemt to go. It
would besuch & happiness to die on
my Fiwst Communion dsy, then I
know I would go atmight to Heaven
where my father and mother are.”
Beatrice looked at hém and it was
hsrd to keep back the tears when she
thought of the fuir young face hidden
in the gmve.

‘“May you live long years afper-
wards,’’ she said. ‘*You are toe
young to die *’

Bince his idlness his other studies
had been discontimued but with the
exception of & few days when he was
the loweet he had never givem up the
stady of his religion, of which before
Beatrice’s coming he hmd bsen so ig-
norant, and with wonderful strength
he applied himself to his preparations
for the great event which was to prove
the crowning aot of his short career.
With the truths she herself had 0
recently learned fresh in mind, Bea-
trice could not fail to make them in-
teresting. In comnection with her
teachings she told many little stories
of the smints which he had pever be-

On entering his room when the

ol

¢«What did the doctor sy about
¢«<He always has but wery dittle to
¢*You n¢edn’t tell me if you dom’t
- “And did it make you feel badly?”

<]t wouldn’t, for I lomg to be with

<«Yes you will, dear, I will not Jet
¢«How can 1 ifI am mever strong

«<We will send for a priest to come

"

s«How moom?’’ and much seemed to

«<To-morrow if yeun wish.”

<sAnd do you think he vill come?”
s<Certminly,’’ said Bendrice.

That bright, happy leok which she
oved to ses on the yonthful fesco ap-
, aad elesing his eyes he soon

«Te-momow,” he marmured ss he

He will
o, 'y

md I ho

He mast bo dresming.”
Beadriee oxp.

by the destor,and begging hoz
hawoe hex hushand eomply vith his

to} g0
puy: ““Then there is no help?’ g

Toquemt.” . -

" o bortten Mhaet ia and | that boormrl T hiiasst beligre)

it now, an theveis & frien  ex it himuelfhefore,”

:%ix:m blgmnst see hefore he leaves
world.”

has he some??

am almest afraid $o mewt kim.”?

-

be is agoing 10 die?” snid Mys. Soell. |
“He doea, for he overbeard what!

“How unfortunste, ! am so sorzy

willing to go and asks enly one favor, |
that he might nee & priest.”
“Won's our minister do just as
well? He is s good man and every-
body likes him. He can pray-over
him and I think he can help him
getto heaven juat s well as & Catho-
tic prieat.” ,

Bestrice ahook her head. <“‘If he
had wanted the aservices of your
minister,’”” sbo sald, **he would have
accepted them while he was well. As

ou say he may be & good man, but
{t,'.ip a priest our boy wantsand please
do not refuse #o comply with his
dying wish.” o

“I do not see how we can geta
priest to come here. The neareat
Catholic Church is many miles, but
T will speak to Mr. 8nell about it.”

“Pleuemd(t bul ;f it is zgutan;;
gou are thinking of, our telegra
and railzpad systems make that very
short indeed, and as for the expenses
iiilst’will be incarred I will pay them

“I wouldn't have you do that
Beatrice, for you worked too hard to
earn your money, especially since
Willie has been sick. I hardly know
myself how you have kept up to
teach acheol and wait on Him as you
have. Had it not been for you I
believe 1 would have been sick my-
self with trying to wait on him and
do my other work."”

“Love makes many thing essy,”’
said Beatrice, ‘*and I do not regret
the time and labor spent on our boy.””

husband he conld ses no more sense
im sending for & priest than his wife,
and he remarked that thowe Catholics
were queer people vhom he could not
arderstand.

«T know it,"’ said his wife, “but
Willie has always been a ?ood boy
and ss Beatrice is willingly to pay
the cxpenses I shink we ought not to.
refuse, especislly as it may be his
last request.”’

“If it is & possible thing te bring a
priest bere tosee the boy, I will do
it,” said the kind-hearted farmaer,
«sthen when he is gone I will have
pothing to regret, but Beatrice has
worked too bard for her nioney to
nd itin that way, o whatever it
may cost I will payit.”’

¢God will reward you for vour
kindoess,’’ said theteacher who enter-
ed the room just in time to hear the
last remwrk.

It waa too lste to do anything ¢hat
night, but early next morning Mr,
Spell went to the station and sent s
message to the nearest: large town on
the line of theraiiroad where he found
a priest. In less than halfan hour
the reverend gentleman was found
and wired back that he would bhe
there on the evening train.

“You are slwaysso kind to me,’’
and the boy presed Mrs. Snefl’s
hand to his lips whem she todd him
the Efood news. *1 will pray for you
tn Heaven. Does Beatrice know?”’
«‘No, she will not kmow until she
returns from school to-night.”’

When the tescher refurned that
afternoen she was joyfully surprised
to find Mr. Spell resdy wstart to the
depot tlo meet the %nest and she pro-
oeeded directly to

bey was in & state of feverish excige-
ment for he feared that the
might not find him well prepared as

been tormenting him
knowing the ignomance of his kind
friend and protectors in such matters |t
be had mo one to whom to reveal
them until Beatmice came, and soon
quieted his foars lndwprepmd him
to mees his guest. illie was the
first to catch the sonnd of the asrri-
age as it turned into the yard and
trying in valin to raise his head from
the pillow te lock out; he said;

o is. the omriage, Beatrice,

. 4Yes, Willie,the priost has come,”’
«Plenso stay with me, Beatrice,you {4

*1 know it, Beatrice, but it.in
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