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{Countinued from last week.)
CHAPTER XV.

“Katie, please step out in the ball,
1 wish to speak With you,’’ and mak-
ing & profound genuflection ehe passed

fen

entered. ' b
-*‘Papm, dear I _am-20 gind to see]
you," exclaimed Katie, who in-the
joy at meeting her father whom she
brd not seen for several months
thought of nething else for the mo-
ment,’’

*“And I am glad to see my little
girl and find her looking so happy.”
‘The greeting over Katie introduced
Beatrice whom her father greeted
most cordially, congratulating her at

&

out of the chapel followed by thelthe same time on her succees in win-

girl. Beatrice then quickly took the
medal from her neck and putting
the ribbon around her friend’s neck,
eaid: ‘‘Katie, there has been a great
mistake made. This medal is right-
fully yours and I could rot rest until
I had reatored it to vou.’”

The girl looked at ber in amaze-
ment saying—‘‘Whatdo you mean,
Misg Snow? Is was certainly yonrelt
who honestly won the prize and I
could not take it from yon,’’so saying
she putap her hands to take it off but
Beatrice prevented her by holding
them tightly.

‘] cannot understood why I should
be entitled to a prize after being in
class only three weeks while you and
others have worked hard for & whole
year. It is unjust to say the least
and I will not baveit.”’

‘You nndoubtedly werked as hard
ifnot harder during the yeear inthe
study of your catechism than any of
us and [ see no resson why your un-
avoidable absence from elais ahould
deprive you of your reward "’

I hope you are aware that I was
never registered as & member of your
class. It was only through the kind-
ness of your good superior that I was
permitted to go with the students and
prepare for examinations and I almost
feel like aconsing Bister ofinjustice
in robbing her own pupils for me &
stranger.”’

*‘Do not blame Sister for it, for the
affair was left wholly to the decision
of the class and we took a votein

which the majority freely declared
thatjthe , medal should be yours. I
did not know at the time that I, my-
self, stood .next to you, butif I had
I would not have changed the vote
which I gave to you.”’

‘“This is too much ki#ndnees, far
more than I deserved or dared expect
from strangers and I cannct permit
it-” . .

“‘Miss Snow, we would justly feed
that wo had resson to be >ffended if
you imsisted upon cailing any of us
strangers for we all know you better
than you may suspect and you seemed
like one of ourselves before you came
here to stay. You cannot imagine
how much you were missed when you
were absent from mass.’’

Unconsciously Besatrice had un-
clasped her hands and stood looking
into her companion’s face and the
girl taking advantage of her liberty
hastened to take off the medal but
was stopped.

‘‘Katie dear, leage that on and
gince we cannot agree we will go at
once and find Sister Superior who will
settle the matter for us.”

‘¢ Agreed,”” answered the girl feel-
ing confident that it would besettled
in favor of Beatrice. ‘‘Letus goat
once.’’ .

With a bitter pang Katie now re-
membered what she called her selfish-
ness, for the gentle kindness of the
stranger had fully conquered her and
she felt that the possession of the
coveted prize would be a punishment
rather than a pleasure, Unwilling
to have it seen in her possession she
took it off and imeisted upon Beatrice
presenting it to the superior.

With a father’s pride and lawe for
an only child, Mr. Curren had only a
ghort time before listened with joy
when his little girl, aas he still ealled
the tall young lady of eighteen, told
him confidently that she was almost
sure of winning the gold medal. When
the Christian doctrine prize was an-
nounced he listened with eager inter-
est to hear her name called and was
quite disappointed that she was only
secqnd. He waited in the pgrlor to
make some arrangements for taking
his daughter heme next day. It was
here that the girl found the two en-
gaged in an interesting conversation.
The superior had just finished telling
him the story of the sacrifice his dar-
ling had made in being so willing to
give up her rights to.a stranger and
he was deeply touched.

«Sistdr,’’ he said, *‘I knew Katie
doted & great deal on that prize but
the possession of a dozen gold medals
wonld have been less to me than
the mnoble, womanly spirit she has
ghown in giving it up. Pardon me

if I say that you have made me very
proud of her.”’ »

“Y ou have reason to be, Mr. Cur-

ren,’ and at that moment the girls
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ning the prize which she held in her
hand, §

*‘Thank yon, Mr.Curren,’she said
biushing deeply, *‘but I cannotacoept
from yon the congratilations which
belong to your own danghter.”

Then turning to the superior she
laid the case before her in & most
forcible manner tryimg to show her
the wrong she considered had been

to the whole class. In her eagerness
to give Katie her rights she did not
stop to conzider that she was in the
presonce of a stranger to whom she
might possibly convey the idea that
his child bad really been wronged b
her teacher. In his deep admiration
of the whole charaster displayed be-
fore him this man of the world forgot
b deughter's dissppointment and
was glad that she had had the privi-
lege of cultivating sach an acquain-
tanos,

When Beatrice had ceassd speak-
ing the superior turned to the other
and eaid: ‘‘Now, Katie, what have
you to say?’

*<Only this, Sister, Beatrice appears
to misunderstand us all and it seems
useless to try to change her false
ideas of what,in the omse,ahe considers
justice. As I said before, the prise
is hers, not mine.’’

“My daanghter is right,” esid Mr.
Curren, ‘‘and I hope she has settled
the matter. I cannot l:ind words, how-
ever, to express my hearly apprecis-
tion of your kindnees.’ &

Baatrice was silent, for she felt that
further remonstrance would be ase-
lesas. With a puzzled look she stood
with downoast eyes as if stadying the
pattern of the carpet, then suddenly
a light flashed into her face and turn.
ing to the superior she asked :

‘“Who is the rightful owner of this
medal?”’

‘<You are, Beatrice. Both Ka=tie
and her father have decided that.*’

“And may I do with itas I please!”

“Cortainly, Beatrice, sibce it is
your own."’ ~

Agin she put the white ribbon
sround her friend's neck and before
Katie bardly had time to realize
what had been done, she kissed her
tenderly, saying, ‘‘Short as our ao-
quaintance has been, dear Katie, I
have lrarned tolook upon yon asa
dear, noble girl. To-morrow we part,
perhape forever; and if you wish to
returp my love, I have a little faver
to ssk of you; take this medal as a
parting gift and keep it in remem-
brance of me and the few happy days
we have apent together,”’ .

‘<] will, "’said Katie,*‘and I thank
yoa very much.”

CHAPTER XVI. .

The return to school had certainly
produced s good efiect upon Beatrice,
for she had come to the convent in
an unhealthy state of mind which had
rendered her wholly wunable to think
pradently as she should ofthe import-
ant step she was about to take. What
she had needed most of aN was,as the
good father had said, to have her
mind diverted fora time. At first
it had seemed almost an impossible
task to settle her mind on the books,
but her strong will had overcome the
difficulty and she was surprised as her
own success. The purest lesson she
had learned was the one brought about
through the Christian doctrine meds]
but not she alone bad profited by it,
for Katie Curren, tco, had learned g
lesson she remembered long after her
school days were over and the medal]
which she had coveted was kept, a
source of true Christian humility
rather than pride which it would
have been had it been awarded di.
rectly to her.

Beatrice had left her in the parlor
snd nod wishing to meef the- girls
wvhom she knew womld netice the
shsence of the medal, hastened t6 the
dormitory and kneching beside her
bed repeated the night prayers which:
she had been accastomed to say with
the boarders;then she quickly retired.
Katie, in the meantime, had bid her!
good father good might promising to
be ready to go home the- following:
sfternoon, and had returned to the
thapel to msk forgiveness of God and
shéd tears of vontritiom for the jeal~
ousy to which she had givert way a
fow diys before.
Beatrice all and aek her pardon, bui

done, not only to Katie Curren bat|

Sbe Tonged to tell|s hit. ~Mativkes will

dormitory. -She - would ‘do. it im the:
‘moming: . When she wes aixd
the giria who bad betn permitied to
‘el up much later than usaal bad not

‘cepting the merey laughter and musio
| which came from the hll below and

atrice's bed. Suftly she advsnsed and

unity to whisper one kKind wo:

the tired eyes were oloved in are
freshing slumber and there wes &
eweet smile on her face,

~*How like an_ angel she lopks,”
thonght the girl; she wonld ot duxe
distorb such pesceful rest but she
bent over her and kissed her leaving
a tear on her cheek, .

The next morning the girls were
allowéd an hour’s exira rest and con-
sequently exoused from the Ma:s.
Two of them,however, heaxd the firat
bell and when the Sister in charge
left her cartains she found Beatrice
and Katie ready to gu down, . She

Y jsmiled, msde & pleasant remark sbont

the girls ariving a0 early and asked
them if they wisbed their veiln.

give me my white one as [ wish to
receive Communion this morsing.>
“Cegtainly, dear,”’ said the Sister,
"who was glad that one hoarder wished
to receive her Lord on the day she
wai to lemave them far her vacation,
but atill she waa a little sarprised ms
Katie bad never ahown any more in~
clixln:tion toward piety than the other
yyi
& When she handed & black veil to
Beatrice and a white one to Katis
she whispered. *Now, Ksiie, you must
hurry as it is slmost time for' Mass
and you must be down before father
puts on Lis vestments. *? o
Katie smiled and bowed then rn
hurriedly down stairs followed slowly
by the sister and Beatrice. Both
were silent and sexious undil they had

reached the chapel floor when
Beatrice whivpered: =~ '
‘‘How happy Kade is this mornip;

and how I wish I might follow hex
example and share hes joy,”” .

‘“Have patisnce, dear child, and
you may soon,”’ -

The young altay boy. h;ﬁ:ﬂt re-
tarned to the vestry afterlighting the
candles and the prieat was puttingoxi
his alb when Katieentared, apologiz-
ing for her intrusion ssking to have
her confession heard. The boy left
the rosm and the two were left alode,
When Katie re-appeared her face
ghe not look toward Beatrice
until Mass wap over. She had oon-
fessed her fault, magni'ying her un-
charitableneas toward the convert s
mrch a8 possible and in her sinoers
contrition she almost forgot that
Beatrico was entirely ignorany, of how
she bad felt. She felc that she de.

the young students,desp] thig-
ed with her aud spoke pv:r;,;neﬂly as
he exhorted her in future to show the
greatest kindness toward the girl, The
gin, which to the offender had seemed
80 great was to -him but the naturat
result of a disappoints ent which
weak haman nmé:} had found hard
to evercome, ore leaving .
confeesional Katie had asid: the
*‘Father, would it bs well for me
to tell Beatrice all and agsk her for-
giveness before we spparate?”’ .
The priest considerrd the matter a
moment, for to him sach & humiliation
seemed unnecessary but he wonld.not
deny the girl thisligtle opportunity
of doing penance. “And perbaps’’he
considered, ‘‘itmay convey a leeton
to our young convert,’’ but he would
not command it
‘Do as you think best, ehild,’’ he
said, “‘and may God bless you.*’
After breakfast all was hurry and
bustle among the gitls who were mak-
1ng their final arvangements for their
depgrtme. - Beatzice eovld not help
feeling a little sad when she remem-
bered how i other yenzs ghe, 100, had
counted the howrs until it would be

parénts and sisters
Old. " »
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