wss determined to go to th
yet ake knew that she woalt
girl in the room

were all so ehabby, an¢

m more sO than the one she

10 wear if she accepted
Giiman’s javitation. With
roee {rom the bed where
lying. thinking the whole

had tramsformed $he coat basque int¢
s iow-cut evening waist, and the long

into pretty little puffa. Around
the she had draped a little cheag
chiffon, and above it her soft whit:
neck had emerged like a lily. Now
however, the dress wai creased and
stained and the chiffon rumplal. Spe
might afford new chiffon, but tha
would not cover the stains, or a greaf
tear in the skirt. All the other girli
were going to have new dresses, bu
that was something beyond her ecant)
purss.

“Oh, dear,” ehe sighed. agaln, toesing

the dress aside and sinking ‘back on b
bed, “if | were & girl in a story book
I'd have some convenient garret to g<
to, and there I'd find a handsomse piancg
cover, or @ lamp mat, or a bedspread
or eomething egually useful, out ol
which I'd rig up a drese that would
nake )l the other girls turn green with
envy. As Il am just Molly Prentiss, &
clerk on five dollars a week, [ can’t
‘have a new dress, oh, dear! oh, dear!”
and poor Molly buried her pretty fece
in her hands and sobbed bitterly. She
was only twenty, and it was 5o hard ¢«
deny herself all the things girls of he
aze most love. At last she roused her
self, and sitting down, wrote a court-
eous refusal to Frank Gilimaa's tavite-
tion, although her eyeas ¥ere so blind-
ed with tears that she could scarcely
writeths address. Not walting, {or {ea;
she would ckapge her mind, Moily
caught up a shawl, and, throwing it
around her, rushed out to the nearest
letter box and droppesd the letter in.
As ehe saw it disappear she caught ber
breath, and would have given worlds
to have recalled it, but it was too late,
And she returned to her room very
nur-h depressed im sapirits.
v .» boarding-houss is not the most
sheertul place in the world, and Molly
thought hers had never seemed s0
gloomy as X 4id thet evoning, and
when ghe went to dod at laset she eob-
bed Gereelf to sleap.

‘The party upon which she had set
her heart was not a great social event,
but ¢o her it was of vest lmportance,
[t was merely a damce given by the
young mea in the etore where she was
smployed, and Frank Gillman was the
floor walker of Mally’s depariyment. For
jome time she bad noticed that he had

ald ter special attention, overlooking
ittle thinga she sald and did, but K

pot until she had read his note,
mch was awaiting her when she
reached home the preceding night, that
she realized that he regarded her with
Any special tavor.

‘When she took up her position be-
hind the counter and tied her black
spron asbout her waist, Molly eaw that
Frank's eyes were fixed upon her face,
which still bore the traces of her weep-
ing, and she tried to smile at him, but
her eyes filled with tears. The young
man noticed her emotion, but was too
pusy to go over and inquire into the
cause of it for several hours. When he
did a0, £he had recovered her seif-pos-
gession, and merely laughed away nis
inquiries. When Frank received her
little note, however, he began to un-
demstand that sommething was worrying
her, and he resolved to discover the
cauvee of her depression. During the
days which followed, however, Molly
swvoided him constantly, and he felt th.,
te must have offended her imn Bome
manner or other, when he overheard a
little conversation between another girl
and ber which enlightened him won-
derdnlly. It was the day of the party,
and all the girls were chattering about
it apon every opportunity.

i *“Say, Molly,” whispered one of the
girls 10 Molly, as the two were sort-
lng out some of their stock towards
the close of the day, ““what are you go-
ing to wear to-night?”

I “I'm not going,” Molly replied, with
2 little catch in her voice.

. “Not going; Come, now, that's toag
bad. Didn't you get a bid?”

’ ClYes‘ll

“Then why don’t you go?’ aws the
af onished question.

**‘Because I had not fit dress,”” Molly
r 'ied, the tears standing in her eyes.
“] won't go in debt for anything, and
7.1 know I have nothing except what
i r:u"n, since my brother died last win-
<rS

“Oh, that's too bad,” returned her
oc* ~anlon, carelessly, turning away to
.W.  upon a customer; and Molly, after
m° .yg & dab or two at her eyes, con-
tinued her work, unaware thet Frank
bad been listening to her little confes-
slon. A few momenis later she was
walting upon a disagreeable customer,
and he was calling to the cash girls to
turry, yet he managed to give her a
tonder, bright emile as he paseed, that
lifted the heavy cloud which was hang-
ing over her, and she started for home
with an almost Mght heart. As she
was hurrying along the street she
heard some one call her name, and
looking around eaw Frank. Her cheek
flushed, and she looked as though she
would have liked to have run from him
H{e gave her another tender look. say-
ing, as he took her hand and drew it
through his arm:

“Why didrn’t you tell me your reason
for not accepting my invitation?”
| “Because—" Molly began, and then
hesitated.

. “I know what it was. I heard you
feling Nelly this afternoon,” Frank
continued, looking down at her blush-
ing face.

! "th graclous!” Molly eried, half cry-
dng. “I wouldn’'t have had you know
it for anything.”

“And why not?”
| #Bescuse 1 wovtdnt” Molly seturn.

Jmore to your cradit that yon wersh'

from hia arm

TR are slly.” mﬁ d, WitD
wonsiderable energy. “3siberdanydis-
lgrace in being poor? nuagmq

‘willing to make your landlady it m
her money 20 you coull hive a new
L dress, than if you had cheated her.- ¥'d.
sooner: starve myseil thuadnua xnon
the fellows do, go into um?c !t
as they can, &0 you o8

that quality in you.”

“Well, it’s the right thing to d&"
Molly mplied sofily.

“Inded 1t is; and now I want you i<
dome s uvor, wil] you?”

“Of conrper

*] want you;to go home gndwmtﬂn
whatever ¢rags you have, o maliter
wsrhat it Is, and 'H bring you some r0Ses
and we'll go to that party. No matter
what your dress ls, you will ba the
prettiest girl tirere, ¢o0 me, &t least
Will you?”

To her surprise, Molly said ves, and
horried along, her heart beating &q
bard ghe couid hear it

Without ‘waiting for any dinner, she
rashed up to her room, and again took
out the despised dress. At night per-
baps it wouldn't look so awfully bad,
she thought, as she shook it out and
began to sponge the satins, and by the
time she had pressed it with a hot iron
she begged from the cook, it really was
tmproved. Removing the solled chif-
fon, she replaced it with a little lace,
cheap and esomewhat torn, but clean,
and when ehe added a bow of ridbon
to hide the mended place 1 the skirt, s
Molly felt that it looked almost like
a new dress. She had scarcely finish-
ed dressing when Frank arrived, and
putting on her wraps, ehe ran down Lo
meet him, her face flushed and her
eyes sparklng. No one was in the
hall as she came down, and F'rank bent
and kissed the face whioch had become
#0 dear to him, saylng asbhe did so:

“You know that | love you, don't
you?' and Molly could only look her
anewer,

When they remched the hall where
the dance was to Dbe held, Frank gave
ber a large bunch of flowers he had
been carrying, and left her at the door
of the dressing-room. A {ew moinents
later he called for her, and started
when he saw what a, trinsformstion
happiness and a defen roees had
wrought. She had pinned & great clus-
ter of them in the torn lace, their glos-
5y leaves and velvety petals hiding all
deficiencies of the trimming, while one
of them nestled in her soft brown halr,
Her cheeks pglowed like companion
rosss, and der syes were like stars. He
mid nething, but Melly knew by his
sdmiring look that he would not be
ashamed, and she felt satisfied.

After spendings the most enjoyable
svening of her lide, Molly said, as she
and Frank were walkimg to the street
CArs:

“I've had the best timme I ever had.”

“Have you, dear?' Frank returned,
pressing her arm to his slde. “Are you
willing to make me the happiest man {n
the world?’ and &ls volcs wrembled as
ke looked down at the little figure.

“How?” Molly whispered, w®ithout
looking up. )

By promising to marry me,” he re-
lurned; and Molly’s answer maust have

ﬁg dtbl;l.

New rules forr o4
'lx “Ohio require ;
tudy.

Im

b.mlrlu in Gm& ﬁ;i

Though wide tirss Maay ROt be need-
td on the city's n:g &trutx. rubbaer
uru ‘

23
tor ”&m
llonm
and will ngl

Berlin has tpnnlo nommmh! trav-
tlors who go thedr rounds on tritycles,
to which are attached thelr toxes of
samples.

The payment of a poll tax is not a
prerequisite of suffrage in Norway, but
by recent legisiation vacéination is. No
virus, no vote,

Penurlous youmg men who go off
sleigh-riding alone should remembor
that there is & law against gleighing
without belles,

Statistics of mortality which appear
fn a British Blne Book show that
emong thie various professions the
clergy have the lewest rate,

The man who toes not value money
would as yoon squander your substance
as his own. Your joliy good fellow Is
also a jolly demr follaw.

Birds of prey are abls to look at the
eun without being dagzled, becausa
there is a membrane under thelr eye-
iids which they ecan pull down at will,

Stealing telephene service is a new
form of mtsdemeanor in London, clags.
ed by the Croydon police magistrate as
petty larceny, amd punished by bim
with'a fine of Ave shillings,

Hardly one per cent. of the Germans
wha emigrate i€ tafs country are fl-
literate. The Germans ought to wel-
come the educational teat for immi-
grantsa,

A great many articles of datly use in
s well-regulated family will at times
get mispinced and lost, but somehaw |
people always mansge to keep Sfifty-
twa cards together.

A fish never renows its scalea. A
wound may heal up and be covered
over with a thick protective akin, but
nature provides the fish with only ons
suit of scale armor, and leaves lost out
of that are nevar restored.

It is estimated that if a man lives to
seventy-two years he passes at least
twenty-four yemrs in slesp. 8o, you
800, & man ix & pretty good sort of fel-
low one-third of the time, had as he
may be the remsining two-thirds. Lat
us be charitable.

PITHY PARAGRAPH.

In Australisn markets rabbdits sell at
6 cents aplece,

It ia said that a dliet of garlic is &
; Wonderful aid to the complexion.

A horse will uve twenty-five days
without food, merely drinking water,

@mnﬂun

satiefled him, for he sald as they psrted
on the steps of the boarding-house:
**Now mind, Mally, +1is dress murt be

Bixty languages are spoken In the

l ampire governed by the Czar of Russia,

It London streets were put end to

rept. We'll put it under glass and keep ¢nd they would reach to St Petersburg.

# in the parlor, won't we, dearest?” |

|

and Molly answered, ns she unlocked
the door:

““Yes, we'll keep it, for it Showed me
that you care for me and not {or my
clothes.”

4

Lhpicurean Elephants.
An elephant’s digestive functions are
very rapid, and the animal, therefore, ,
~equires daily a large amount of fod-
jer—stx hundred pounds at least. In

ts wild state, the elophant feeds heart- |

ly, dut wastefully. It is careful in
welecting the few forest trees which i€

likes for their bark or follage. Bat it

xill tear down braaches and leave half
>f them untouched. It will strip off the
Jsark from other trees and throw away
\ large portion.

As it |8 a nocturnal anlmal, it selects
t3 trees by the eense of touch and
imell, Its sense of smell jg s0 delicate
hat a wild elephant can wind an enemy
Wt a distance of one thqusand yands,
und the nerv s of its trunk are so sen-
itive the smallest gubstance can be dis-
wvered and picked up by i{ts proboecis.

An elephant's palate is very delicate,
amd the animal is whimsical in seleci-
mg or reje~ting morsels of food.

Sir San:. | Baker, in his ‘“Wild
Beasts and Thier Ways,” tells an an-
scdote illustrative of the whims of a
iame olephant belonging to the police

!

Thes Geromn custom of having
Christmas trees was not introduced In,
Vienng till 1817. i

Last year the figure of Germany's
merchant marine tonnage exceede &
million by 84,000, i

The money Invested in British home
rallways excesd the national debt by,
£120,000,000.

t Only 20 per cent. of the murders com-
mitted yemrly in America and Burops
are ever found out. .

i The male ostrich at times utters a

cry which sounds 'ike an effort to

weak with the mouth ghut tight,

' Among the nativer of Mexico thers

are, according to Lumholtz, about 350, |

000 survivors of the Aztec race.

| Careful measyremepts prove that the
average curvature of the earth is 6.99
inches to the statute mile.

'1 In many parta of France the coffin of
8 peasant wotian is borne to the grave
upon the shoulders of women.

l ' If we moved our legs proportionately

as fast as an ant, it is calculzted we
could travel nearly 800 miles an hour.

' The first plsce of cotton cloth made
in America was presented to the wife
of Gen. Nathaniel Greene, who had »
dress mar~ ~7 1+

GLANGEO ~unOAD .

The Fremch chamber of deputies

of Dhubri:
‘“This elephant wag fed with rice and
plantains. The stems of the plantains

were oplit and cut into transverse eec- -
tions two feet in length. Three-quart- -

ors of a pound of rice was placed with-
in each tube of plantain stem.

‘“One day, while the elephant was be-
ing fed, a lady offered the animal a
small, swee* biscuit.
the trunk and almost Imxmediately
thrown on the ground.

“The mahout, or driver, thinking that

the elephant had behaved rudely, pick-
ed up the biscuit and inserted it in a
parcal of rice within a plantain stem.,
‘“This was placed in the elephant's
mouth, and at the very first cruneh it
showed its dislike by spiting out the
whole mess. The small biscuit haqg -
disgusted the animal, and for several
minutes it tried by its inserted trunk
to rake out every atom from its tonigug
and throat.” )

Women mnd Exercite.

‘A woman who has given this import-
ant subject mueh attention says that
water and air are the best tomnics and
beautifiers. For bathing purposes ghe
recommends long mittens made from
Turkish toweling. At night the mittene
should be put in a wash-bowl of wa-
ter, in whieh a little fine salt hes been
dissolved. On rising in the morning
wring out the mittens, put them on
axnd rub the whoke body bdriskly. Dry

e towel, not too coarse, and dress
qu,ickly 'I‘hen go out of doors, if only
for five minutes. Walking is the best
exercise. If you cannot walk half a
mile at first, walk a quarter; keep on
walking the distance until you can do
three or four mdiles without fatigue,
Fresh air will put & good color in the
face, and when the Gealth is good and
the blood cmmm treely. e uerm
wll e o1} mt.

It was takem in

can’t beat the record of the Austrian
reichsrath.—Syracuse Staudard.

Paris has a “school for blushing.” In
a city where there I8 80 much occasion
for that graceful but modest art it is
certainly fitting that it should be wide-

¢ dy taught and practiced.—St. Paul Pio-

neer Press.

Mr. Chamberlain’s reminder that
England has not forgotten that the
Cretan and Armenian affairs are nnt
yet settled will doubtless cause the sul-
tan to laugh so as to joggle the whole
divan.—New York ['ress.

! The kaiser's great naval project is to
spend $200,000,000 on new ships in the
next seven years, including battleships,

. It is safe to predict that the English

reply will be to build twice as many.—
8t. Louls Globe-Democrat,

© An assertion is in circulation to the
effect that in Egypt people eat bojled
cabbage to avoid intoxication. But
what powerful agent of intoxication
thelr associates eat im order to avoid
4the boiled cabbage is not yet divulged.
~Pittsburg Dispatoh. '

' The mailed fist of Germany has no

terrors for Japaa, which possesses a
flest, far stronger than that of the Ger-
man empire aad is able to put a hun.
dred thousand well-equipped and well-
drilled men in China im the course of &
few days—New York Sun.
| Now it ts said that the real damger
to the British in Hast Africa arises
from the displeasu:e of King Monelik
because Italy has given Kassala to the
Britied. The Neguss mist bhe handled
with gloves. He is too good s Aghter
be provokel unneceasarily.—Buffalo
ess,
Apcemmxmon dollar raliroad. to Bulu.
wayo, the slmo-t limeaaiblo capital
. nt Rhod anut
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ick a !onx time after hn gets well,
When s women can't-get & servant to

Politenens ylelds Inrge dividends, but |
2 13 an inveatment often ovarlooked,

193 & secret reupect for one that's good,
Whiskey has & peculiar way of get='
dng & man down sfter he gets it dowa.
A Tew mara waves of prosperity will

Some people who have mors money
han drains are not considerad wekithy,

It is useless to worry; but it i uge-
esp to tell & man that it is melm fo
¥OITY.

Silence muy be golden, but plenty of
siiver will shut a man’s ‘mouth just u
effectively.

No need to send-for & phyasidinn b |
sauge you're cramped for money.

A Chicago man was recently drowned
In a vat aof yeaat. He will doubtieas -
*ise again, ,

Up to the present time I have not
found it necsssaty to hire an assistant
;0 help me attend to my own husinesx,

It appears that ﬁm Hrea on the
wheels in some men's heads should bl
sunctured.

The ofice hoy mays that the noon
was full last night, but nary.a wmr
1attemptad to run 1t in.

A coal dealer who would . take ohim
whiskers {n sxchange for conl wn;d do

Fashion has decreed 1 th m
'ﬂ} again trln% u3 the 2‘0‘3‘% b
iraln.

It is said that oating onlona win nu-

rent & multlnbi from coming on R }

vomsn's Hp.

A physician says th)" elgaretts singk- |

ing causes softening uf the bdrain; hut
te dosan’t aay how he-found it out.

A man ngver realises how little he
knows until g child begins to psk blm
juestions,

Happineas doesn't consist in haviag
sve iag you want, but in' the a'bllltr
to get more.

Lawyers are not necessarily mnd 9!
cats, t;et they are always Iookln:
something in the fee-line,

A man is usunily embarrasped when
he preposss marriage to 8  womMiR—

There is no man s bad but that he ‘*‘

fo her work thers & oo help-for:it. - - ihe-

5 taken on subscription at his office. | ox

givem »:

 forced lm:f:

the pump. ,

Ships’ hottam can
out ths necexaity
ly patanted apparat
of on & smalt

»:d to mt ;ldt

.a;o smm cmq
YOUng women's o ez.
of them glunud at thg
and then at the b ! faxe
to Mer sister: - “'Th
‘not -on.the bni.’! .

wnm—mmmdowhn
in tho Himalxyas he

sither financially or ouurwm. g1y

A man should always be, poiits, but
it {an’t necessary for him to remove his

hat when talking to a Iady through m n

telephene,

The common belief that it is difMoult
‘or & rich man to enter the k!nl.ﬁ@mo:
heaven prevents few men trom trylns
o get rich.

i m

The street cars in Bvuduh cltion ; K0bE. T

rarely satop for passengers. Men and:
women there are quite agile and bxport
In juraping om snd off while the carm
are in motien.

Some fellowa in the Klondike abont
this time of year, with rations nmnlnc
low and the mercury at §5 below, no

doubt wish they had taken-the told' '

ture and stayed at homo,

The street cars should hold a meetlng
and discuss the situation. This thing
! walting on & corner more tham.
sixty minutes is hardly the proper;
caper,

HERE AND THE..E.

So———

No man need talk about his own
fenesty, wxcept-the.man who has uo
Loneaty b talkabout.

Badly lighted stables, and dadly veu-a
tilated ones are-the cause of lung and
stomach troubles, _

The trouble with the midnight cat is

it firmly believes it can.

It is one thing to have a houss to llva
fn, and quits another thing to have &
home to live tn.

Under 100 circumstances leave 8
borse untied. It may ba entirely ssfe
uninety-nine times; then
time you'll wish you hadn’t, and wish
very hard,

The spiders that spin webs are inan
fnfinite minority compared 'with those
which do not. Ground spiders, as the |
non-spinners are called, abound every=
where, and depend on agility and swift-
ness of foot to catch their prey.

“Say, I haven't seen you at the club
tor a fortnight. “What's the matter?”

Just now 1'm staying at home a good
deal.” “Really?’ “Yas; my wifo s
¥isiting her paren 1

A writer in chambers Journal says
the old safls of ships are eagerly |
bought by the printing department of
the Clarendon Press, where they are
used for making the paper for the 0x-
ford Bibles. t

The New York and Queens County
Flectric Rallroad has just forbidden its
motormen even to live in bulldings
where lquor is sold. Thi» gael far hew
yond any compulsion éver sitemnpted |
by the laws of Maine of Iowa.

“This French claret tastes emtl!‘-

two weeks ago, and you charge & dol-
tar a bottle more for it. What makes
the difference?”’ “It costs us more for
the labels. We kave to send to France
for them.”

The new guns for the Massachuuetts
Militia are to take the place of the old

Atrleu, hia, heen

t

ones at once. The men will also be ro-
quired to wear tha new regulation cpv |
while on duty, and the captains of
companies will bave to make regquisie
tion for the same at onoe.

L whera
lke the Calitornia claret I bought<hers }

don*™ zt" know a

‘unnwéred' ém X

A Qw yog,w

dlf' * “Wﬂ" »" Q“{g

F Vare, #lfi6s Fou Know ¢

te)l us what you kno
1

not so much that it cannot sing, s thlt Him 1o ‘thi

Take care of your hn itw, and your'
health will take caré of Stwell, -~ .1
The. man that gets the hest b
trede 1s the one that drives the th
He (loftily)—0h, yes.' T aisure you
I amx much sought afien,
you many creditors?
“What do you do when your'»u
won’t let you have: any mors HE
clothes?" I got g mewtadlon'” ¢
I Samuel Johnson lvéd now, ‘it
probable that roany of DU THON|
tifle physiclans wenld havé
his bad temper for Msahity.
It I8 very g
pawnbroker, th “i‘: ;
of them out-of -woi'k ﬁctgﬂ
to spout Shakepeuré™ . -
And now the %&ﬁiﬁr&s X
ing "Weyler to fa
o Spaéln more gamh tl;em
se' N
Persistent ﬁutwr-«mmmhs
ask wou for the last time,” Mm
(wemrily)—How can . ‘
You*ve already Mkeg ma
Yime no less than tweile thn
William Barle Yook
R. 1., who his Juat.
birthaday, is.snid, to,
odist and oldest ¥\
England,
The most fgnoruﬂt ,
Hives In 8t. Louls, "ﬂx

Five happy couples were joined In.
marriage recently by a clergyman i
Cleveland, The clergyman noticed. t}m

puper, “Bay; basa,‘
the Black or the i

in each case the husband was tall and 1§

¢ wite short fii stature, By In
he len g” jﬁm bliied

She-w ave, rom the
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