“His wit and cleverness consisted

#iis principles one might not quite com-

. fdle, good-looking, negatively wise,

b

& man mc'iung: I his cavelens way, §
‘Than wany wha prifess a higher crosd;
wwat; gmn.m might change from day

Y,
And yet be fatthful £o & trisnd b need;
Whose mannags coveérel, through Ufw's
outs and ins,
dke charity, a multitude of sins.

& man of bonor, too, as s thirrgs go;
Discreet and secret, qualitles of use;
Selixh, but Dot self-consclous, generous,

. slow
To anger. but most ready in exonse;

Not 20 much In what he sald as what he
got,

s mend,
And they were much too simple to mis-
take;
Never to gurn his hack upon a friend,
Never to lie but for a woman's sake;
o take the sweets that came within his

way,
And pay the price, if there were price to
pay.

Yazy in action, plausible in speech;
favor ke found in many women's eyes,
Ard valued most that which was hard
to reech,
Few are both true and tender, and he
grew
{n time a little tenderer than true.

Enowing much, evil, half-regrettingly good
And we regret a childish tmpluse lost,
Wearied with knowledge best not under-

stood, -
Bored with the disenchantment that it
cost,
But in conclusion, with no feelings hid,
A gentleman, no matter what he did.
—Carojine Doer,

HE WAS A GOLD BUG.
TRA

One morning, early in June, 1 waa
gent for by my employer, the head of
2 detective agency, and found a visitor
with him.

“Mr. Vincent,” he said, addressing
the gentleman, “this is Mr. Borland,
the detective whom ¥ have been speak-
ing to you about.”

“That is my card, eir,” sald the visi~
tor.
The card bore the name, “Mr. Hor-
ace Vincent,” and In the corner the
name of Mr. Vincent's firm, “L.eggatt
&Vincent assayers to the bank of (ireat
Britain.”
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“Mr. Vincent,” 1 aald, “my sexxrch has
been nselesa so far. I am now guoing
round to Rensbaw's place of reaidence,
and I want you fo give me¢ his addrens
and invent some pretext for keeping
bim here for say half an hour"

I drove as fast as the cab -would take
me to Brixton where Benshaw lodged.
{ presented my card, and having suffi-
clently overawed the landlady with the
magic name of “detective,”I was ush.
sreZ ny into Renshaw’s room andg 1eft
alone. 1 had, of courss, cautioned the
woman aga nst giving him the slight-
est hint when he came in of my wisit.

In one of the drawers | found a col-
lection of tradesmen’s bdills, which
proved clearly that my “bird™ had been
going it for some time past. Obe of the
bills rather astonibhed wme, for it was
for a bottle of analine hair-dye.

“What on earth shkouM he want to
gye his hair for?™ I pondered—and
reen it ftashed upon me like a Hght-
ning stroke that Renshaw’s auburn
bhair had never seemed to me to be
guite genuine. Bui why should he de-
stre to change 1ts color?

As I stood thinking I heard his stepd
on the stairs,. In & moment I had
darted behind & screen, which fortu-
nately happened to be standing in a
corner of the room, and waited for hia
entry.

He came hurriedly and sat down on
the bed. Then he looked in his water
ean and found it empty.

He went to the door and called out:
"Mre, Martin, I wieh you would send
up some water at once. You know |
always ke (o have a wash directly !
get back.”

Up came the servant {n a momen!
ecarrying with her a huge can. Ren-
shaw thanked her, and, having set the
can down. he locked the door and meade
preparations for washing.

He filled the basin and then pui his
head under water for about forty sec-
onds, slowly raising it at the end of
Yhe time.

He repeated the process agaln and

astonighment,
I was stil] hopelessly In the dark.

agaln, to my indense amazement and .

But feeling that if the secret was ever

“We are in great trouble” said Mr.
Vincent, after a short pause; '‘we have.
reason to believe that one of pur assist- |
ants is robbing us datly of the gold.
dust which passes through his bands.’,

“Indeed,” I returned- "then why not
have the gentleman arrested at once ' |

“There I8 not one jot of proof to jus-.
tify an arrest Every man is searched
pightly on leaving the premises, and
this man whom we suspect has under-
gone the same treatment; nothing has
been found on his person on any occas-
sion.” |

“Then why suspect him?" I asked,
somewhat impatiently. |

“There is no one else to suspect. At
our establishment we have some twen-
ty assaying rooms, and each room hae
made up its accounts perfeetly with the
exception of the room in which young
Renshaw is employed. Month after
month a considerable deficit occurs
there.”

1 set out with the assayer for the
scene of the trouble. As he walked
along I said:

“What sort of a fellow is this young
Renshaw? Where did you pick him
up?”’

*Ah, that is the most sorrowful part
of the whole business’ replled Mr.
Vincent. “His father was my oldest
friend, and when he lay dying he comn-
fided the boy to me. He showed great
aptitude for the business, and I gave
bim full control of room 15. It I8 the
most important room In the place, and
the amount of raw materiad that passes
through it dally is enormous. The
worry entafled on my partner apd me
by these disgraceful depredations has
been very great, and we would willing-
ly forfeit a large amount of money to
run the thief to earth.”

A young fellow was bending over a
pair of hair scales as we entered.

*“That i{s Renshaw,” whispered Mr.
Vincent; ‘‘quite a youngster, as you
m.')

I am something of a reader of physi-
osgnomy, and reading that face I dis-
trusted it at once.

Mr. Vincent was the first to speak.

“Renshaw,” he said, in a low voice,
“] am indeed grieved that I should
have to speak to you as I am going to
speak, but there is no alternative. He.
thas come to inquire into the mysteri-!
ous disappearance of the gold dust from
+his room.”

“Well,” said Renshaw, sulkily, “what
has that to do with me, sir?’

“I only hope for your sake and your
dead father's sake that it has indeed
nothing to do with you,” returned Mr,
Vincent, sadly.

*I have nothing to confess,” he re-
turned, moodily; “I have never taken
anything out of this room that was not
my own property.”

We left him alone, and T went to Mr.
Vincent's private room, where we spent
‘half an hour in earnest consultation.

“My opinion,” I sald, ‘"is certainly
that the youth is guiity. and that he hag
discovered some method of hiding his
spoils from the searchers, night after
‘night.”

“But what method could he possibly
ase?”’ asked Mr. Vincent, ‘“nothing es-
xcapes the searchers—absolutely noth-
1118."

I am not 8o sure of that,” I return-
wd, slowly. “I8 there any means by
which Renshaw could be watched from
a room abovel”

“Curiously enough,” replied Mr. Vin-
cent, “there happens to be a skylight
in room 15. Through that skylight you
would have ample opporutnity of see-
‘ing how he employs himseilt.” 3

“Very well,” 1 said, “it is no use my
watching him now, as he will, of course
‘be on his guard. In a week's time I
-will return. Meanwhile, you will, of
icourse, keep your own counsel.”

A week later I took up my position
labove the skylight and watched the
iyoung assayer closely.

i I must confess that he did nithing
jwhatever of a suspicious nature. He
{hal a habit of mannerism which seem-
‘ed o me rather strange in so young a
iman. - It might be natural, but every
now and again He would pause in his
work, pass his long, nervous rands
‘through his bushy, auburn bair, as
though trying to collect his thoughis.
@ thought it powsibie that Renshaw
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to be discovered it mus' be discovered
now. | meized the opportunity, when
Renshaw’s head was turned toward the
window, of stealing out from my hlid-
ing place behind the screen and exam-
Ining the basin and its contents.

In an instant the truth fiashed om
me; the water was full of goid dust
washed from his head.

The dye had been used to make his
hair of slmilar color to the gold dust,
and when he put his hands to his head
he quietly left a pinch of dust in the
bair. It was a very clever device, but
It was played out now.—Tid-Bits.

Queer SBubstitutes for Buollots.

When a hunter {n the old days lost
all his bullets or hadn’t any to shoot
with he usually devised substitutes that
on occasion served the purpose well,
All sorts of things bave been fired at
game or Indiaps, ag ¢the case might be.
0Old Hank Ellison, living up in Jeffer-
son Co, N. Y., told to his dying day
how he was cooped up by Indians out
west once, with a little lend, lots of
powder, a belt full of gold nugeets, a
fine rifle and a bullet mold. It was on
the top of a knoll where his log cabin
had been bullt, and he had a barrel ot
water and a lot of wood for emergen-
cies.s The Indians kept just omt of
range, dashing in once in a while to
draw bis fire, He soon used his bul-
lets uwp, and then used the gold. He
fired nearly half his fortune at the red-
skins before they left him.

Many a hunter has used a pebble in
the hope of gotting a close deadly ahot.
Jackknives and ramyods have served
their time as missiles. Forest and
Stream tells about a hunter who had
s>unly a single bullet but lots of powder.
The bullet shot the horn of a big buck
off and the buck charged the man, who
took to & tree top. He spent half an
hour whittling off twe-inch lengths of
branches and puliting them into his
rifle. Then he rammad them down on
the powder and firel at the maidened
deer. His pariper came along after -

awhile with a belt fuli of buliets, and,

making a run for the tree, gave a bul-
let to the shooter, who quickly killed
the deer.

Inventor of Matches.

France, says the London Chronicle, is
about to honor with a statue the man
who did not invent Ilucifer matches,
In 1830, it seems, M. Nicolet, professor
of chemistry at Dole, in the Jura, was
illustrating before his class the explo-
sive properties of chlorate of potash,
when it struek one of his puplils,
Charles Sauria by name, that a combi-
nation of phosphorus with the deto-
nating chemical might furnish a far
more satisfactory means of kindlimg a
fire than the old flint and steel. He get
to work upon the problem, and his ex-
periments and those of his friends were
attended with success. A year or two
afterward M. Nicolet visited Austria,
and gave the discovery away to Uer-
man manufacturers. Without wishing
to rob M. Sauria of the posthumous
glory which appears to be the only re-
ward of his ingenaity, patriotism com-
pels us to claim the merit of being the
real inventor for one of our own nation
Mr. Walker, of Stockton, by the use of
chlorate of potash and sulphide of an-
timony was making friction matches
as early as 1829. Young Sauria very
likely never heard of his process, but
the Germans certainly did, and it was
from his original idea that their trade
sprang up and fructified, untfl the eom-
position of cheaper wood and labor and
of improved machinery drove them out
of the market.

Remarkable View Point.

In some things the Japanese point of
view is very different from that of oth-
er countries. The track of the Kama.
Kura railway 1is not fenced in and
crosgings rarely have gates, A boy
carrylng a child on his back, straying
on the line, was recently knocked down
by an engine and both boy and child
were killed. Thereupon the railway
company prosecuted the father for al-
lowing his children to tréspais and he
wag fined ten yen. Some tims ago, at
Osika. a cow was ran over and the
owner was flned 200 yen, besides losing

Ale cow.—New York Tribume. | stently s crash was heard, aud s o, J
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tollowing 111-speSt and somewhat curi-
ous letber:

“Pwo Gentlemin off Bank of Enge
land: Yoo think yow 53 ail #afe hand
your Bank is geafe, butt § knows het-
tur, 1 bin Ginside the Bank thee last
! pite hand you nose nufin abowt it,
But i um nott a theaf, eo hil yeo wil
mett mes in the gret equar rom, werh
alr ¢he monelys, at ¢welf & nite Ile ix-
plain onl to yoew. let only 1, her 2
cm alown, and say nufin 2 nobody.—
Jon Smift.,”

The letter hawving been duly read,
wes, as might be expected, the topic of
;onversation and suggeston for come
little ttme. Some of the directors
thought it was a hoax. Others thought
that under the apparexntly ignorantly
written letter a deeper myslery WwWas
hidden; but all azreed that the safest
way was t0 put ¢ho letter, mith proper
nstructions, into the hands of the de-
tectivés, ‘The detectives looked grave,
There waa & plot at work, they saw;
wand with their usual penetration they
it once penetrated the deepest depths
of the lniquity.

There is & very large room under-
grotind, where the huge wealth of uhe
bank {s deposinted—millions end mill-
ons of English sovereigms, bare of gold,
ind hundredweights of silver, with my-
riads of notes. The deteotives, of
sourge, knew that this room must be
the place which the writer of the let-
ter had designated as *‘the gret equar
rom.” It is full of treasure. Its floor
s & s0lid stone pavement, and ita wally,
wof, and door are of wrought iron and

AN night long the detectlvea wors go-
sreted in the room, but they saw moth-
ng and heard nothing, with the excep-
jon that some saill they beard, about
one or two o'clock, a strange nolse
they could not aeccount for. The next
iight was the same, and the next, and
the next; and when the board-day of

aptered mose

) the-direstors w tho &0k

of England were munch perplered, snd beniuns
not 8 little amused, when the secralary §
read to them, at their vaual gitting, the

wrywell, we'll put
of this bother” So WYIRE, Bo put.

instant ¢ man ‘was vhible atending iy |
the middle of thz wvamit with %dar
lantern’in hie hand. Of course, he in

come from somewhers, Dut he puszis} back

wae—how? A ghost eculd ‘not bawef

place. and. st tie-w
work-iv- eqiusti:

The man soon spoke for himsell; and
the divectors, who were stil at & Jossf
to explain his presence there, listened
In astonishment. I sppearsd thed he
Wwas & poor mal, and ohtalned s precap

lova living in & strange 'way, When thef -

tide 12 low, it ia the custom of ».
tain claes ol people, unknown to ¥
ed soclely, to entarthe sewens {0 séarch
tor any articles of- value which may
have been washed down into them. - ItE
is & very dangerous task, and, of cOUNsy,

revolting in the extreme, huf they not}-

infrequently find very prectous thingy
hidden in the filth. This man was one
of those sirange ndventurers, = -

One night de had discovers mm

«

ing teading to some p
was & large equare stone, which X

found could be eanily raised. = He Ilwi -

teped for some time, and, findl
was silent, lifted up the atone without
much difienlty, and fouand, after sow

3

listle investigation by the light of his}
 robin

lantern, that he was in the s F robu
of a bank. These men, ke miners, on]

readily determine . the e¥act spot of}

ground under which m%w
) # (]

200" bad &-Slue 10 the Wiole Byl

Ry

He tol bia wife, who wae & womsh ot}
superior education &b his own, of thef;

whole affalr; aiid he thed wrote, ai'we

: have seen, to the directons. i
l Down in the sewer he was abls to}

car reathes o & il
workuen.. iy taxnd.

o

place above, Thenk (o

:«qn&w york. mm o
t’hﬁt*&nﬁ?i%r@
and Ted Enem “Tauw
A e ol du
teralw

henr all their movemente as avell as it pli E

wbove ground, and thus was hot only.

e bDank came round the whole of the
lirectors would have treated the af-
‘air as an idle attempt to frighten them
iad not their attention been more
itrongly called to the swbject by the fol-
owing incldent:

A heavy chest had been dorwarded
wddressed to the *Directors of the Bank
sf England.” The chest was of course
spened before them at once—such a
Ahing being very unusuai—and found to
sontain a iarge packet of most valu-
able papers and securities which had
veen safely deposited {n the vault.
With them was the following letter:

“To the Directors of the Bank of
England. Gettlemen,—My husband,
who 4s an honest man, wrote to you
last week, and told you that he had
found a way-—whiah he believes ia only
known to himself—of getting into your
strong room, and offered, if you would
meet him there at night, to explajn the
whole mmtter. He had never taken
saything from that room except the en-
closed box. You est detectives upon
bim, and he took the box to eiow that
he could go there, if he chose, whoever
might watch. He glves you another
chance. Let a few gentlamen be in
the room olone, guand the door, and
make everything eccure, and my hus-
band will meet you there at midnight,

“Youre respectfully,
*BLL.EN SMITH.”

This ietter -was more mysterious
than the last. The only thing that wae
evident was that the writer, “Ellen
Smith,” wag a better scholar than hen
husband, who etyled himself *“Jon
Smiff.” The detectives were shown the
letter, and acted accordingly. Of course
they saw through “the dodge” The
cleverept men were posted in the room,
in the morning they told a strange
story. They seid that they saw & light
at about twelve o’clock. It seemed to
some from a dark lantern; but directly
they ran to the spot whence the light
proceeded, it went out, and the strictest
search had discovered nothing,

11

The bank officlals bocame alammed. byt s, or was, & *‘blottlery”~a plice
They, however, agreed to do what per- for botles. .
haps would have been wiser if done .

it first—viz., to depute a few of their

" sumber to visit the vault alone. 8o it

was arranged that three gentlemen
should remain in the strong-room all
oight, and that no one else should be
with them. Bvery suitable precaution
was taken when night came, The sen-
‘nel paced up and down outside; the

Jetectives were mot far off; and after

:he most rigorous search had been in-
stituted, fhe gentlemen were locked in.

At last one of them, who paced the
floor rather impatifently, beginning to
think that perhaps after all it was oaly
a1 clever trick, oried out: ‘“You ghost,
you eecret visitor, you midnight thief,
some out! There is no one here but
two gentlemen and myself. If you arg
afraid, I give you my word of honor as
13 gentleman that the police are not
here. Come out, I gay!”

It was more in jest than in earmest
that Major C., for he was a military
man, shouted out the absurd speech, for
as we have said, he had begun to sus-
pect that after all some practical joke
was being adroitly carried on, such
kaving more than once,before been
perpetrated, dnd he did not much like
being victimised himself.

His astonishment, however, was great
when, in reply, he heard a strange voice
saying: “If you have kept your word,
I will keep mine. Put oui your iighs,
for I've one, and then I'ii come.”

The Major and his fellow-directors
Jid not much like putting out the light,
but they were not cowards, and, after
some demur, it was done Where the

* volce came from was, however, a mys-

tery, for there were no hiding-places in
the room, every gide Ydbelng of thick,
many-plated iron and sieel; the ¢eiling
was also of the eame material.

Wihen the dight was out they waited
in silence, while the Major grasped
firmly in one hand a revolver, and in
the other held the lantern and a few
matches. For a little while a }ow, grat.
ing sound was heard, and then a voice,
evidently that of eome one din the robm,
sald: “Are you three alone, pure?”’

The Major, who cared for nothing in
bodily foim, etruck a amateh, and in-

.

|

|

!

able to know their plans, but o Lrua
trate them, and of course could wateh
his time to remove the small but yal«
uable box, to ieave the letters on the
table, and to appear so mysterlously.
No one had thought of looking to ths
stone pavement, which was supposed
o be solid and immovable, aa {t was
known that there were no viults helow
withough the iron walls end-doors bad
been carefully tested,. The mystéxy
was now cleared up, and the man wii
wedl rewarded.—Anawers, )
- ¥
& Tho Changes of Words,
wong ago, when 8 certaln artlols
wnde of sturgeona’ bladders came into
use in Pngland, it was_¥nown hy it
Dutech name, “huizenblas”—that 1,

“sturgeon bladder.” The texm wis A §
mﬁleu ono to English ear, dnd,;

by some means or otheér, was tranmi.

‘ohthee s 1 BlAY e,
cars of the Weell ars trentid T the
same WAy, witd cleaning-dtatlonk at:
Dakiand, Cal, st B, Louds:: o i
- “To recapitudse, T would at
asthmetics showll hmve no“drajaiien:
abowut the house, the walls_of the chil]
dren’s nuxsry should be ba
case ~of. mn epdlimic of e
more serkous dduase, every -
should be predyl In ongaging
veymnos, @vor Lorn short's
one frgm 8 fym known to
tul of ita “vehbokaras thd, rallt
paniesares of~£kxe steaping e
York Timxer, - - | .

.

‘ ‘,ilt"ale!&lt;‘g"t -
MHinplaticlof
supeolilly Ji the

«

tormed into the word which wa all it

know, “isinglass,” - ~
The change was precisevly like that

which, in some quarters, has (umed

“asparages” into “apRirow-grass’

In the same manmner that 013 woid}

‘berfry,” which meant aimply & watch.
tower, was tranaformed. into “heldry,”.
{t became the custom to hang belle in
juch towers, and, by comiion consént,
i changé of spelling f{ollowed.

What is the derivation of the wond
‘steel-yand?” Most roaders would ree
ply, without hesitation, that it must

have been invented es the name of & § ¥l his
tertein familiar instrument for welgh. § tie plo

me—an instrument made of stest-and
tbout thres feet in length. In point of |
lact, however, the wond meaut, in. the
beginning, nothing but the yand, ét"
sourt, in London, where the contiten

mm wld_tlheir 'ltbﬁl. 'In th'i. m.x

ance for weighing the metal—as stoels
yard balauce, ‘ -

Lamguage is fuli of such cases. ‘Bl |
told” has nothing to do with the act of
lolding something over the eyes, bul

f coures, there was some kind of ,‘bll*f; fhe’ moveannt::

pestive protohs.... By m
pt biamuth, whih
barmiss  powder,
fpovemnerits of he

+ heowt by ichnn

s “blindfelid,” or struck-tlind. “But: § jer mitabl comdltio
bery” hes not connection with butter, f edgs thum gained 18 of*gres

A “blunderbues” was not an mwkgvud 3

or inefliclent weapodn, bit, on the-wons
Tary, wis so terrible as to be called a ¢
‘donderbus”—that is to say, & “thum.
ler-box,” or “thander-barrel.” ‘
The advance in the art of war i3 hap
ply—or unhapfly-—typified by the fact

that & weapon, one 8o terrible, hus be- ¢ triclan

rome an object of ridicule, Will the.

world ever find our present ironclads g

ud mortars nothing but things tolaugh t
w2 ’ .

s Y

Why Msn Change Their Namer.

guce to thes phyablogt

he Sphinx,” Xt 1} cei
sor Rontgen gays to-

fovexy whith 3 biln

ase maRY,of -th
Forlen of - MiEre AT

i (Aw—“’{‘m?:ﬁ.ﬁ;n
C o TRINE Bl the ML
t In the ymd ©f the Unfied !
States MEntther Ixa Bird . b
‘which sessmon &fier selison rema
tenanted. . Whe-{hi : sho

g

Different causes lead to a mamn's vol-
intarily changing his name. Sald a
awyer: “I have had three cases recent.
y where clients wanted their names
loctored. One petitioner was a com-
nercial, a Mr, Wintringham, I {kink,
Jn the road and among his customers
wmd friends he was known os “Smiths
1y.” This nickname he had ecarterd so
ong that when he visited & town e

fro
from

long enowgh tor muswer & . f6wW_ il

tlons. “Sthure, il I 00t kiow sholil
the Birds,” mick ke “but it's’ Hiewels
that thinks they doot be Ik’ odi)
way of houwekash™.” She then

12d always entered hispameon the ho- phﬁmd in ber-own pgm%g%w

el register as Smith. Lettere sent to
im as Wintringham were frequently
not delivered, and finally, as a matber
»f conveniemce as well as a matter of
business, he had hils name legally
:hanged from Wintringham to Smith,
On the other hand, John Smith fre.
juently tires of his namre. Thers was
one very irate old John Smith who fig-
ured as a petitioner not-long age: He
was in tlie clothing business, and his
most active competitor was his éon,
John Smith, who had a clothing estab-
Hghment next doot. Father ant som
had quarrelled, and the éstrangemént
between them had Been of long stand.
mg. The young man neglected bisiness,
got into debt, awd the ballffs wire or

how overy now ind then: eVer¥t
about the: Mt s scrape
to gather In' iy parth
dust. This reail{ explaing’ wl
1s 8 “louse {6 Lel%o’ Lionorible
bers of the feitidred tribe o
Chestmit stret front: of the Mint, v
Pralsbly when the birdhouss s 172
new A wad pre-on) ; ! ,
grateful sparrowes; whi
1l kouecleaning
Mint. Theey wi
Uticle Sava hed
and  seragpdng
Dut Ehdy were

dered to enter his place. The officers W e

swobped down on ihe wrong'John
Smith's shop. The old man wags absent,
his clerks were paralyzed, and when

the venerable proprietor appeared and -

pounded orithe frémt door for admit,
tance he saW.by thé bill posted momn
iy window that the baliffs

eyes 1o lte atfractns-and gelec
er ‘attteer sty The ol
aald as shes rentaen

, I thiniein

had poseessioir, e had his Darme agd

&

changed, and: the- folowing dey hie
petition. was dlad. He is oow, Joha
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