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A BRILLIANT CAREER.
——————

A Beautiful Catholic Story Written

For The Catholic Journal. ~

.BY MARY ROWENA COTTER.

—————

"{Continaed from last week.)
CHAPTER XL

*‘You have no need to accuse your-
self,” said the angry woman, *' tor I
kave caught you myself. In my
blind confidence in you whom I had
always believed to be an honerabie
young women [ could not even sus
peet you of making those clandestine
visite until [ saw you go to the coa-
vent myself. I have been informed
that this has been going on for neasly
a year but I hope that is false "’

*It is true,’” said Beatrice firmly
and on her face beamed a tight such
as might have been seen on the faces
of the martyrs when called upon to
secrifice aﬁ for their Redeemer.

This bold avowal was more than
Migs Van Hora had expected from
one who has ever been a model of re-
spect and obedience in the school,and
for the time she knew not what to

say.

her own heart and in oblivion of all
salvation which glittered'like gold in

startled by the question.
+Beatrice Snow, have you turned
Catholie?”’
«‘No,” wasthe reply;s woment’s
pause, then in a veice trembling from
emotion, she added, Not yet.”

*Then you intend to be a Cath-
olie?’

“I do.”

“'Can it be possible that you have
lost your reason entirely or what has
led you to such mad folly as this?"’

It is not mad tolly. On the con-
trary,my mind was neverclearer than
now when I am firmly convinced that
in the Catholic church alone can
truth be found.

+] see it all now,’” said the angry
womaa bitterly, *you have been de-
luded by those wily nuns until you
are ready to turn traitor to the pare
fadth in which your dear mother
brought you up, poor child! poor
child!’

<] have not been deluded What
I am doing is done only of my own
free-will. I'rue, the good siaters have
been very kind to me and have help-
ed me in my researches after truth,
but pone of them have ever influenc-
ed me in any way whatever.’’

«They d4id entirely wrong in en.
couraging your secret visite to the
convent,especially asthey were aware
thas I would not approveit.’’

“‘They did not try to encourage
me as you say,but as I told you before
I have been following only my own
free will.”’

“You think so, my child,but what
you call your own free will has for
once threatened to lead you into seri-
ous trouble if it has not already.done
so‘"

“tAs long as I feel that ] am doing
right I have no fear of the trouble of
which you speak.’’

“You may fear it when it is too
late.”

Beatrice did not ansawer,but breath-
ed a mentsl prayer that God might
help her to face the bijter trial which
sbe fajt was adready upon her.

‘‘What would your mother say if
she knew what you have been doing?”
Beatrice bravely struggled to hide the

emotion the mention of her mother’s
nsme caused her, for, true loving
dsughter that she was, her tender
devotion to all of her own, especially
her mother, had not been decreased
by her absence from home.  On the
contrary she loved her dear mother
more tenderly now than ever before,
and longed to be with her, 80 it was
-with a heavy heait she thought of
brezking the news which must pain
her; but had not shat same loving
mother herself taught her always so
do what was right in spite of the
opinion of the whole world, and she
woyld do it now.

Madam Van Horn saw the look of
psin on the fair face atthe memtion of
her mother and she felt that her
triumph was at hand, o she was un-|
prepared for she answer spoken in
firm even tones. ‘‘My mother shall
soon know all, and as to what she will

aay, please leave that to be settled | such stern logic.’’ the orowd in. True lover that she

between herself and her own daugh-
tel'-”

“Since you refuse o listen to the
kind advice of one wholoves you,and
hes tried to be a mwther to you, I
fear that I must do s you say, but
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