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CHAPTER VI.

Beatrica unfoided her arms, looked
ence more into that eweet face which
aiill eshome with such holy light and
thea departed. When she was gone
Helen turped to the window mnd
watched the haughty Mrs. Snow sod
her five daughters as they entered the
carriage and were driven away.
Beasrice waved s farewell, threw her
s kiss and that was the last, for the
mether who had promised but a short

> drive purposely went many milesinto

the eountry. Thinking that the easiest
way to rid berself of the Lee’s, who
had tried to tnstill Popish ideasinto
hor danghtur's mind, was the hest,she
wounld not return until she knew they
were gone, and she rejoiced over hav-
ing done her duty so well.

The disappointment of Beatrice was

% great that she searcely tasted the P

sapper, which her mother and sisters
greatly enjoyed after their long drive,
and that night she aleps but little.
Helen seemed liko a spirit t> hover
over her bed and she resolved to write
to her next day telling her how sorry
eho was not to have seen her before
she left. Morning dawned but she
who had spent s restless night had
fallen into s sound slumber from
which her mother, for good reason,
was carefal not to awake her until
noon. Then when she appesred at
the dinner table she found sll excite-
ment for everyone was talking about
a terrible wreck on the railroad which
had oocurred late the evening before.
A freight had rushed into the rear
end of the train on which the Lee's
had departed, completely demolishing
the sleeper and next car ahead and
injuring maoy. The list of the un-
fortanates was not received until
noon when it was read at the table.
Helen Lee was among the dead, while
her Aunt Grace, it was feared conld
not survive. At this announcement
s ecry rang through the rcom and
Beatrice fell almost lifeless into the
arms of her mother.
CHAPTER VII.

Mrs. Snow had planned a most de-
lightful vacstion at the oettage after
being rid of the obnoxions Catholic
Lee’s, but much as she had rejoiced
over their departure the evening be-
fore, she was not hard-hearted now.
Remorse on account of the bitterness
she had borne for Helen forthe time
filled her mind but it was of short
duration. Beatrice's first words on re-
gainingo onsciousness had been,*Moth
er, Helen, is dead, poor Helen and1
broke my promise to be home ia time
to bid her good-bye and now I will
never, never, see her again,”’ and she
broke into & passionate outburst of
weeping which only grew moreintense
a3 her mother tried'to sooth her.'*Lieave
me mamms dear, please leave me
alome and I will try to rest,’”’ she said
at last, and Mrs. ﬂynow obeyed.

Life at the cottage was now any-
thing but pleasant to Beatrice, who
dreaded to look apon the scenes where
she and Helen had been so happy
together, and she was impatient to
return home. Accordingly on the
sesond day the party started back to
New York. In the morning Beat-
rice bad asked permission to call at
the c)nvent and bid the Sisters good-
bye,but this privilege was firmly
denied by her mother who resolved to
begin at onoce to try to eounteract the
bad influence under which her favor-
ite had fallen.

Arrived at home Mrs. Bnow not
only told her husband how her timely
interference had saved her danrling
from great danger of falling into the
errors of Popery, but she went at the
first opportunity to inform Father
Lenton and asked him to try to show
her the folly of having chosen such
company as the nuns whom she deem-
ed unfit associates {or her. After hav.
ing exhausted her suhject withont
haviog received a word of sympathy
from him, she said:

¢Is it not really too bad after I
have been 50 careful in tbhe home
training of my daughter? Such is the
resnlt of allowing ber to go alonein
the company of strangers.

The young clergyman’s face fora
time was a study, but from itz deep
lines Mrs Snow ocould read nothing.
At length he eeid:

““Beatrice, I am sure is old enough
to take care of herself among strangers
20 I haveno fear for her falling into
any error.”

1 fear you do not understand my
daughter as well as a pastor shonld.”

with a feeling

to go.

] am sorry, Mrs. Snow, that you
feel a8 yon do in regard to your
dsaghter and I hope you will not. he
offended if Isay that religious pre.
judice causes far too much il feeling
between people of different demonina:
tioms. Are we not the children of
the same Heaven snd wonld it notbe

away with and a trne Christian charity

take ite place.’’ ' '
| suppose ®o,’’ said the worldly

woman who wounld not disagree with

him.

*4Tall . Bestricein. oall_to.aorro

forencon and I will talk with her.”’

Welt eatisfied that in spite of his
apparent indifference Mr. Eenton
to do what she considered his duty
toward her dsughter, Mra. Spow de-
livered hia mesemge in & menner which
conveyed no hint whastever 2s to the
object of her visit to him, and unsus-
getingly Beatrice went to see him.
A most cordis! reception whioh
ever put her perfeetly at emsein his
presence grecied the young lady, and
the first inquires wers for her health
and the success of her visit to the
conntry which he hoped had been a
moet pleasant one,

*‘I bad a most delightfal visit but
it came to & very sad end.”’

*‘How so?"

With more eeriousnes sthan he had
ever oxpected to ses in her she told
him of ber friendship with Helen Lee
and of ite sad end. -

“‘Poor Beatrice, you moven for
your friend, and that is natoral, but
no doubt she was a good Christian so
you have hopes of meoting her agsin
in Heaven."’

*Yes, I firmly believe she wasa
true Christian although & Cmtbolio.”

“Cannot 8 Oatholic bems truea
Christian as anyone else?'”

*Yes,1 beliove so now since I have
koown ber ard her good friends, the
nuas, to whom abe introdeced me.”

‘‘The nuns,”’ he repeated, *'sv our
Beatrice has been visitinga convent.”

“Yes, I hope there wasmno bharm in
ie.”?

He did not reply to this but made
several inquires as to the Bisters’
mode of lifeas she had observed it,
and also in regard to what she had
learned of the OCatbolic religron.
Frankly and unhesitatiogl y she told
him all until he touched upon herown
feolings in regard to the Roman Cath-
olic faith, which were deeply buried
in the secret recessesof her heart,
then she hesitated.

Beatrice,” he said in a tender,
fatherly tone,'‘in our church, I almost
regret for the good of some of its
weak members, tosay that we have
not the confeszional where the minis-
ters are permitted to penetrate and
apply a bealing balm tothe sorrowing
and sin-laden souls of their flock, but
we are ever ready to listen to your
sorrows snd drabts,so fear not, child,
but tell me all and rest assared that I
will not scold, and your sscret will be
as safe as in the Roman confessional
where the priests are bound to eternal
silence.”’

No desply rooted belief in a single
practice of the QCatholic chureh of
which she in remlity knew se little,
had as yer found its way into her

the Sisters and of her who now rested
in her grave had left & deep impress-
jon which she had dared not hant in
her home, but to him she told every-
thing to which he listened with the
deepest interest. 'When she bad
finished he walked to the windowand
stood with his back to her pazing
blankly inte space. So deeply absorb-
ed was he that 2 man passing almest
in front of him be would soarcely have
geen, and his own face was a study,
but when he returned to Beatrice it
was calm asa clear lake op a still
sammer’s day, and nove weuld have
dreamed of theterrible struggle which
had taken place within.
“Beatrice,my child,” be said, “would

if you were convinced of the truth of
the Faith?’

“Certainly, I wonld.”

“And brave the danger of being
ignored by your own?”’

«Y would, but I have no fear of
sach ¢ thimg hagppening. I firmly
believe that though the Reman Cath-
olic church may be right in moany
things, still we have the true religion
Christ taught His Apostles.”’

“I do not blame you, Beatrice, for
g0 yeu were brought uwp, vot only by
my predecessor and your pivents, but
1 myself have taught you the same,”

and he might have added: ¢‘Never
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He stood in the open door-way and’

watched her aszhe disappeared down
the street, then he wemt to his priwate
orstory snd falling om his knees be-
fore » life size oruafix, kept from the

eyes of all oulside his own home, he|!

prayed long and earneatly, The scnlp-
tured face of Hice who had died for
the redemption of all eankind seamed
to grow sadder and say, “Why delay

longer,” but strong doubts won the}
from

wiotory over grace, and he arose
his knees still unconvineed.
During the Aatumn monthsatravige
and to some uunstisfactory romers
were set afloat in regard to Father
Lenton. 1
more high church, much to the dis-
pleasure of many of his parishiomers,
while others edmired the ceremonies
thoy could not understand. He had
long since asorted hiafirm belief
the real Presonce of Our Lord in the
Eucharist; a stmtue of the Blessed
Virgin stood oz aside Altar and bhe
had vainly tied to introduce the

confeseional where his flock were

obliged,not to tell all of their sins, but
such astroubled them rmoss, and about
which they needed the advice and
consolation ofa true friend who wonld
not betrav them. Woxse than all he
was not only on friendly terms with
many of the leading priests of the
city, but it bad been reported that he
was a regular attendant at the meei.
ings of the Paulist fathers and often
spent many houm in secret inter-
course with theme in their own house,

These rumors wera not slow in
reaching the cars of hia bishop, who
for some timae wa tched bim vigilantly
fearning that they were not altogether
false. It was mbout the middle of
Decemnber when he became firmly
copvineed that something must be
done or his young spiritual son might
be going over to Romoand taking
many-of his parishioners with him, as
eomo one had Iauvghingly remarked
that be intended doing. Accordingly
he called oy him incomypany with one
of his most intimmbe friends,a minister
whose bigotry was ve'r{ bitter and
demanded an account of his actions,
threathening to closs hischurch and
take his officefromn bim unless he dis.
continued his present course which
was anything but becoming to an
Apglican minister,  The threats
strengtbened rether than weskened
the resolutions of the young man,and
at the close of & long dinterview he
was informed by his bishop that he
would be giwen until the first Sunday
in Japuary to make his choice be.
tween Romanism and A ngliciem. For
the present the matter was to be kept
udet.

On Christmas day Father Lenton
moved many totears by bis beautiful
and touching sermon on the birth of
Christ, who though King of the entire
universe had humbled Himegelf to be
born in the utmost proverty, ant in
words too strong to be misunderstood
he touchingly referred to the part
which the Virgin Mary bad taken in
helping tobringabout the Incarnation
of the Son of God. Not only the
besutifel language with which the
gifted spenker had clothed his subject
but the pewness of many things he
related, wop the admiration of his
hearers, but they knew mot that from
that Protestant palpit they bad listen.
ed fo o purely Catholic cermon pre-
ared from Catholic works:

Like a bright star which in glow-
ing brillianey shimes for s time sbove
the horizon. then suddemly vanishes
from view was the life of the minster,
for to-day be was in the zenith of his
glory and to-morrow his glory would
be seen no moreuntil he appeared be.
fore his friemdsin a far different but
holier light.

On New Years day the sermon was
very short and ad the close Father
Lenion sonounced his intention of
preaching hisfarewellon the followin
Sendsy. Some tboudghe ke was to be
called to s larger and grander church
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ased 10 influence, only Heaven had},
been besleged with_prayers, far more
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powezfal than words conld b
been, and as for his mind being wea
or donded it had never been clearsr;
or stronger than now, whenilluminat- o
od by the_ brilliagy. light of the true|w
Faith which he’ it to embraos| ol
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could scarcely have endowed . inore
beautifal apot for the ‘educution -
youth than that which Julis 'V
Hom had chowen for hexyoung
seminsry. It wanwitusted in s p
sant liitle valley among ths-foothil!
of tha Blue Ridgesnd the pretftily. will: sén
lmid out grounds together with+ the{r .
besutifal natural scenery madeit. sl o -
most charming place wnd one thati e
sould enaily bave énchanted the Lisart ﬁﬁ
ofyouth. - * NS
iné Van ‘Horn, the found.

well ax present mirisees of this
bad bewm the only and
daughterof s wealthy Southern
er, vho in her infancy had conie
Englang, bringing besides hie)
fair young mother and one
brother. Emply in life, she had loat
ber mother and bed been placed in w
boarding scheol where she attaited &
superior education which “was com. | twe #
pleted less then & year before the be.| BU04E
génning of the dread conflict between | M&¥
Morth mnd South., Baillisnt -hopes) ..
lay hefore her, made all the siove| e ine
bright by the over indulgence of & | jetter
fond father who saw in bis daughter| Grey p
only the brightest of virtues,and with
her at lome the bappivess of the}.
family <ircle would had been com-
plete, were it not that amorg her|
ether demands which were many and.
extravagant, the wilful Julis-almost|
eompelled her father fo submit at
once to hor engagement to the brother)
of one of her school mates, iy

She was little over nineteen at the| P> .
tizne, and would like to bave had «|
basty marrisge, but ber father pre.
vailed om her to promige to wait undil
gwenty-one. The sound of the gins
frem Fort Sumpter aroused her lover’ ¢
to fight For his eountry, but o sconer| V>V &
had he emlisted than he came fo clsim gm‘ )
his bride before bis depariore for thel”, = 0"
scenes of oavnsge, but her father in—"
insisted more then ever apon her yeeinthn
waiting, which brought from hermany’ ahers
a sullen tear. When obliged to:bid who 181
him good-bye she selemnly promized let
fidelity to desth, declarirg that no  Orégl

wtit|

could ever geprate ber frew him. | =
Soon afeer ber fathér end -Krother %-
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again will yon hear such teachings 800 b dopar
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