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CHAFTER V1.
Home Again. S

The bright month of May kad cvmae

jain and enoe more the oo of
the appie blosmsoms filled theair. At
aa early hour Jask’s wagon stoud in
Mr. Noxton's yard waiting for that
man, for the girls were coming home
fo-day and Jack wonld not permit
sheir father to go alone to meat them.
The bottom of the wagon was filed
with blankets and pillows to make "a
bod for Margaret who was just able to
¥ moved. The peor girl was very
sore from the effects of burns far moxe
merious than had at first heen thonght,
and they were obliged to lift her wish
the groatest care. She returned her
father’'s kind greeting with joy, but
when she heard Jack’s voice sbe was
unable tospeak and silently permitted
sho iwo men t@ ocarry her to the bed
in the wagon, while Nellie sat beside
her and held her head in her lap.

*How good it is to be near home
agun,’’ the invalid said wearily, when
they wero started. ‘How fragmnt
the appte blossums are and how sweet-
ly the birds sing."’

“ Yes, dear, they are giving us a
glad welcome home.”’ °

“How [ wish I could see them,”’
sighed Margaret.

8“1 hope gy‘:)ru may be &ble to see
soen.’’

“Why try to deceive me, sister,
with such vain bopes; it is too cruel;
pernups you tuink L did not hearihe
duotor when ne told you that my
sigo had been burned away and was
guue toruver.

“Dociors do not always know,
Margaret, and let us hope that thas
time chey have been deceived.’’

‘| wisn that 1t Was sv but I know
it 1t not and a8 & punishment 1 must
speud my life 1n darkness; but God's
will be domne, thuugh 1t is symetmes
very hard to ssy s0o. The haruest
puriot atis to tmuk of the burden 1
must be to others.”’

“Du not worry about that sister,
we suould oniy be thankful that your
life has been saved aud it is easy Lo
care for those we love.”’

Many of the neighbors were outto
meet the girls and Neuie bhad a bright
gmile for them all, but Margaret e

" one they most Wishud L0 see, Was ad
her own request hdden; for sbe smia
that she could not have her frienas
staring on her disfigured tace yet, so
Neilie carefully drew & heavy veil
ever her face as dJack carried herin
the house and respectfully deeclined
the offered services of her friends.

Over the long weary days spentin
the hospital I will not dwell. Mar-
garet at Jack’s request had been given
s good room which Nellie wae por-
micted to occupy with her and nothing
that his money could buy was demed
her. He remained in the city only
until the danger was over; and then,
withont bidding good-byé to the in-
valid, who knew not of his presence,
he went home,leaving orders with the
Bisters to deny thesusferer nothing, but
en n: condition was she to know
whose money paid for it. As soon
as 1t was deemed safe to move her she
wa: sent home:

Uuder the watchful care of her
mother and through the kindmessof
the neighbors whom Margaret per-
mitted one after another to come into
her room a tew days after her retum,
she gained strength quite rapidly,and
was soon able to walk out. The bumns
were all healed but they had left deep,
ugly scars which were worse on her
face Her beauty was gone forever
and not even those dearest to her
eould have recognized her as one who
enly a short year ago had been con-
sidered the most beautiful girl in the
neighborhood; but the hardest pert
of it was her total blindness so that
for & long time she could go no where
alone. It was thus she was spared
the mortification which the many
carious glances, cast upom her when
she went out, would otherwise have
oost her. After a time the people be-
came more accustomed to her and the
ehildren, who st first had shyly avoid-
&d her, began to look for her appear.
ance on the street and vied with each

" ether as to which should have the
privilege of leading Miss Margaret.
As a rewsard she would tell them
stories of what she bad seenin the
eity. At first,fronght with sad memories
as those days had been, it hurt ber
sadly to recall them but when she
ssw how it pleased hex littie friendsit
secn became a delightful task.

Margaret indeed had “many true
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friends bat none ware suore’fanithfal
to: bex. than , Jack, Lroe, . aba.had
orusbed his. bright .hopes by sending me;
bim from her with. an avows! thas|wasn womKit now ais 0ld
she. could never -ba his wifeand go|experichoéd in thi whys of the - wi
back to the conntry, bat that was atl|than her sister had been’ whexi he,
fergiven now. He blamed her not, for ssked bkt be> hin_wife, J¢wia &
she had been deovivid by the stzanger gzn time, however . hefore.-be oonld
who bhad left her io die “alone in the ngﬁ hip salf o foly break hispart
barning buiding; and, when he re-|of the engagement with Margarét;
membered the yonth ‘snd beauty but having Jeaen at laat that Nolli
whish she had - been convinced onght}ould 611 her pliée he
to shine in » city -home bis heart| went to she of toask h

softsned more than ever. He thought Nellie am;{i SOATOS

sow only of thsloveliness of character '

beliswe she

whioh afliction bad brought out and | fused

he was willing still to take her asshe
wad and do all in his power to bright-
en her dark pathway He said no-
thing to her aboutit until fall when
he asked her if she would be resdy younger cbildten were
in the surly apring to marry him and | her- plaoe in- helping
go vith him to their new home. family,« = '

“Juck,’” shié “isid andly, “why do|
youspesk thus to me when yon know
thatonr engagement has been broken?’

“I remember, Margaret, that you
vaid when I went tosee yon last spring
that you could not marry me and
return to the country, but I saw too
plainly how it was. You had been
deceived by s handsome stranger|
whom you thought you loved and
your words, which sounded so cruel to
me then, were not the words of my
own dear Margaret.”’

*Yes ,I was deceived,” was the
sorrowful reply,'* and had it not been
for that accident I believe I would
have married him, that is, if he had
asked me, though perhaps he never
would have taken a poor girl like
me. Ifhehad I am afraid my li'e
would never have been happy; so
perhaps, this terrible punishment God
baa sent me has saved me from still
greater suffering for time and etera-
tiy " .
“‘Perhaps so,’’ said Jack. Your
sufferings was a bister price to pay
for your bewg brought buck to your
duty, but swce they have won you
back for me I will be ouly tuo happy
t belp you share your afflicion
through bfe.”

*‘Flense do not talk that way, Jack,
for wnen 1 told you in the city I
could notmarry you I meant it and 1
will never break my word now.”

“Margaret, can it be pussible that
your iove for me is as dead as that?
1 would vever have believed it.”’

‘‘Juck, dear Jack,’’ she said in an
agounizing tone which proved ihat he
wag sull ull the world to her, **pleage

nesrer his own
soemed like 4y

the pisce. which. shonld bawe
been her sister’s, but when she leamed
thetit was Margaret's earnest wish
:ho £3ve him some hope. but told him
able to take

support the

Apple Biosoms,

.

morning five years atier thy girl

lusle church at home, The altar was
decorated. with pink apd white apple
blussoms becsuse Murgaret bad innat-
ed upon it on agogunt of tne s
which was the only besuty she conid
enjoy from them, . ° .

“Nove of the guests appeared
bappier than she, when shesas buide
the fair bride at the table, but in the
sfterncon she dumppeared and the
aged grandtaiher, who was the first to
misa her hobbled out to find her alone
in tho orohard, tears falling from her
sigh less eyes. '

**Poor ohild,”* whispered the old
man putting hie arms around her, -1
am very sorry for you.”’

complain because he has punished
me for my pride.’”

““Yes, child, God is just butit is
bard tw see your sweet ) oung lite be-
Ing woin wway like this 1 can.
sympathize moze truely with younow
for 1 fear that I too mm growing
blind.” . : :

**Poor grandps, I hope that will
never be.”’

“God’s will be done,’’ forvently
replied the old man, *~1t will not be
lung ere we shall both have our sight
in Heaven,’” “

1 hope 8o, grandps, but-while we

remain here we shall never be separat-
ed and oan make

age, wln? Nellio h£d| "

rat] . *Yop

understood arighs, and abe at first ze- | s, Williesplens

hat ho must ‘wait untii some of the|

It was on anoiher bright May the ol
shag|,®
come home that Nellie and Jack wexe|
married with & Nupual Muass in the|

fragranoe | ™

do not ask me such a question, I
cannot bear to hear it. I still love
and respect you as one of the truest
friends God bas given me; but if you
must know the truth, I will tell you
that I love you too much to uave you
take upon yourself the burden of a
blind wife.”

*‘ls that it, Margaret?” and could
she have seen the bright smile which
came over his face she would have
found it bard to keep her resolution;
“then I will volunteer to take what
you call a burden upon myself and
we shall yet be happy together.’’

‘‘Jack, I would never have told
you so much had you not forced it
from me but my decision bhas heen
mdde 8o please do not urge the matter
further.”’

*‘Think well of what you are say-
ing. 1 have prepared a home for
you and I could mot give it to an-
other.”

After some hesitation she said, ‘It
is not for me to say whom you shall
marry for you have a right to choose
for yourself, but”’ —she paused again
—*‘I have often- thought that my
darling sister Nellie would make aa
good and true wifeas you cap find.
I dreaded to have her go back to the
mill alcme when it was rebuilt and
they sent for her, but you know that
go she would in spite of all we could
say because she said her money was
needed at home. Not only that, but
she has declared that she would work
until she had returned every cent
you spent for me at the hospital. ”

“Nellie is wrong, for, the little I
spent for you was a free gift which
almost any of your friends bere eonid
pot have denied under the circum-
stances. 80 she need not think of pay-
ing it.”’

Bcarcely beeding bis words she
added, ‘‘Jack, you said you wished
me to enjoy the home you have
bought for me; if you marry Nellie,
perhaps, when father and mother are
old and I will betoo much ofa burden
on them you may permit your wife to
give 8 home with yourselves to her
poor blind sister.

Jack saw that Margaret was firm

brighter.”’
indeed make my days very brigh,”

for I cannot bear to hear it.
grandpa is failing and 1 fear we shall
soor lose him;but you, dear sister, you
ard yourg and will soon
again, and after
will eome to live with us.’?

brother rushed into the
excitement, exclaiming:

snd I think God made the

other’'s path
*'Gud bless you desr ehild, for you
Both Jack and Nellie trid to pre-

vail upon Margaret to come and jive
with them at onoe, but ashe refused,

saying that she would never leayeoher
grandfather, but a stronger motive,
of which they remained ignorant, was
that she could not visit the home her
folly had caused her to lose,

During the sommer Margaret’s

health failed rapidly, and on the ap-
proach of autumn she was confined
to her bed- One morning in Qutoher
after receiving Holy Uommunion,
which was brought to het once a|Y
week, she spoke for tho first
dying.

time of

“Nellie,” she said 10 her sister who

sat beside hier, ““I fear that the end
has almost come, and I want you to
be very kind to grandpa when Ism
gone. It will not be long, for I ean
see that he is failing fast and he wils
soon follow me.”’

“Donot talk that way, Margaret,
1 know

grow strong
grandpa is gone you

*‘No, Nellie, I wild not, for some-

thing tells me that I must go ahead to
greet dear grandpa whenm his time
eomes,”’

‘““You are ioo gloomy, and should | &
not barbor such thoughts.”” -

“I eannot help it, but it does make

meo & little sad to think that I must
die when there are 80 few flowers. If
I could only live until the apple trees
blossom sgain, but I shall never see
them. You will pick the first apple
blossoms next spring and put them on
my grave, will you not, dear sister?”

At that moment their youngest
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“Oh, Margaret! guew what I have

found "’

“I could not guess, please tell me

dear. Something wonderfal,I know.””

*“You bet it is for this time 8 year
bloszsom

in ber purpese and her words remind.
ed him that there had been a time
when it would have been hard 1o have
told which of the sisters he preferred,
He almost believed now that_he had

jost to please you becaute
kind to everybody.”’
Nellie looked in silent swazement
on what her brother beld in bis hand
and . Murgaret’s face brightening o)

you are so
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chomen the -elder ‘beaute -€he-wia mi

L

ly faded throtigh it'w
‘é‘i;p I Just mew the. el
L ) ‘

ohalr ¢

been. right in- miqg&_&ﬁ be- would
not linger long behind b

dict not <sre tell him ¢ ;once
she was gone, when the prit oam
the afternoon he was

of izoparting the news sa.as " gently ay
possible. He did not show theex
pected signs of grief, but ks fave’

brightened as hosaid: - .

given the task jith

“Itscemed t60 bad to have hei.;duhg; m

God are just.
not sorry she hay gone hefore'me.?

Betore dawn the old man had gone] o

to join his darlivg it the bright
whera they conld hoth-yes~
otexmify, T
Thedoublefuneral,»
iwo days later, wa
Inrge -orowd, ‘and ¢
oould not hold them alj
?@m were. who _cam
ad never known. two oorp
that ohuxch at onos; bt
them were irue. frien
known snd loved- the
yeurs, and had fairly.
garet, who hed borne.
with suoh sngelio-aweetnesy:

|deme herself to all. . What- surpilsed

evexryons “was that both' coffin
covered withapple blossome for ever
flower hwd been picked for that pur

se. - - R
peAfter‘ it way all over "Nellie
spenking to the physician anid;

**Oan you tell me ' dootor th
caume of my sister’s death®’ -

The reply “wus, **Her lungs hay
slways been weak sirice sbs vwasaver.
come ry the smoke in the* fire, xnd
knew from. the firet that ber life’

PR

His keen eyes haid *iliﬂo?omd'

no risk of ‘murring the perfec

a¥

most uonld be prolosged but & Tow -

o8 overed miore, 1 V-
but he never told it, for hs waiild run- b

» ‘the perfect hikpyie | 9
ness of Nellie's naryied life ‘"”ihtti‘!g |

her know thet her sister might have
lived for many years had she not plo.:

ed saway with & broken Hemrt .on;

knowing that another filled the place | 8i

which but for her.folly might have

" TheEnd.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS.
Members of Rochester Council Re-
ceive Fourth Degree of t.he Order,

A class of one hundred and twenty-
six members of Rochester Couneil,
No.178,and uflalo-Council; Knights
of Columbus, received the fourtls de
ree of that order, which was exempli.
fied st Colonial hall last Saturday
nigh§, The excrcises were attended

]

Thursday an
piay that cansed saok
New York

by many of the sir knights from |,

Buffalo, 8+ racuze and other cities of
the state.

The degree work was inib

ohsrge of Michael Danhy and staff of | 81

Buffalo, After the ceremonies the !,

**l know you are, grandps, but God | ife darkened ad'it has been and she jdjseine, ‘

is just, was too young o die, but the ways of | Hion
18just. 1 suppuse thas 1 shuuld net She-‘i;u“been the sup- |t

Baturds

City

N

| Bymp
candidates and other members were] ber

entertaired with a luscheon &t thel

Union Club, the social adjurict of the x",

looad couneil,

of the degree work is due to the mw
| solntions, whig!
s,rt}nch r

efforts of Grand Knight Edward 8,
Gurry of Rochester Couneil, * |
Among the prominent members of
the order ‘presemt from out of town|
were: Robert J. Powers of Bingh,

fie

Much of the suceéss | and sni bt

ve;to ‘pre
deveased ﬁg ;

Jmpurning foy

ton, T.J. Lenaban of Albany John P, .!,;.
Ceclirane, John H. LaSalles, Couneil- | -
man John J. Swith, John Minion, |

Fiank 8 Holowood, Edward Mérph
Horgen of. Buflalo, '




