. “You do not medn that, Marprel; | If, b sapected; Mary
X know it does not conie from your| well be-woald try to pevw
heart for you loved Jack 400-much-to|oon ¢—Tome-with~hiw-for -
give himup eadily.” o eanily mppott her How besid

*“PHadmit that I did love Rimomoe tinving to pﬂﬁor his
. ' the world. Hotwould-be far-bettar-1
wa my ideml tm:iut remember I|health ‘roined in the city

was younger then, much younger in|to give the Norton"s neéd
CHAPTER IIL knowledge, butl have changed.”’ by talHng them of his .
7 Sad Change, “‘Alas,Margaret,] know you hava, ™ nothing o them nniil he
o Cradually sfter this Margaret bogan | ogid Nellis, sadly. . o |strttBen be merely tiid

be falk lets of Jack and ber letiers to] [ go not rogret the chaogeand 1! was going to the city aud off

him grow shorter and lew frequent. would not wish for worldsto be back tmke memngen io ¢k
After a time the two were often seen where T was a yemrago.”
together ia patlic and amug the shop|  Begure Nellie oould ropl{“?r.
gizle it was soon whitpersd that they |Shirley was sunounced and hmtily|had
wewe engaged. Nellie having found donning her hat and jucket Margaret | pain axni mie
how t:mle«-t hyoreh:wr. prote;hhw” left the roome. . |hefeared that
Agalust anything her siser . chose 1 [ *Poor sisker," 2} ie; rouy—than s
do, had kept ailent w farbus this re. only remlized bow sadly she bas chang- | would mot betray it.
port was too much,eupacially when she| ed since she came hery How moch| «Yes, go Juk,’
theaght of Jack; 80sbe ailled ber to|better 1t wouli have been oould we|young zuan mak
sesount for it. At frst Ma have remained at home. ** our dear girl {x indeed

greater change|her stren

of jealoualy, then than Neellie was aware of for Clarence|better to
wishing to marry
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(Continuned
A

bad told all)

*migt— he b

T —

ring her.home. **

ant manner nearly all winter and in
the meantime Margaret had formed a
#trong infatustion for the theatre to
which she went not unfrequently with
him, but to her oredit when Lent com-
meneed she made a

! only ome be cared for.  Ho had told |ihemboth my

to hide the fact that sh

she wai 20 Yory ] A
poor had given him & glowing desorip- |the litike chureh

at hone,”

had left first, because they wished to
be independent and secondly, necanse
it was so lonely in the country. Conld
Nellic have heard her she would bawe
been deeply pained. :

After her sister was gone Nolli
kept back ber tears. She took ups
book of Lenten meditations and had X
just scceeded in omlming her troubled greatly enjoy
mind by reading a chapter when her from home,. .-
mistress announoced s gentleman csller
who wished tosee both henelf snd
Margaret,

“Who is it?’ asked Nellis who in
her present state of mind dremded to
meet any one. -

“I do not know,” answired the
woman,*but I think heis & sirmnger. 2

- Nellie hesitmted & moment then fry-
ing to appear cheerful bastened to the {aked
parlor andto her great surprise was|nd.
greeted by the smiling face of Jaok

Grimes,
CHAPTERV.
The Broken Promise.

Margarot’s letters had conveyed
more to Jack then she would eyer
have dreamed, for with the keen eyes
of & devoted lover who is wick to :
notice every little mark of s 2tion, | evaded. “the
triﬂin% though it may be, in the mis. | posible,
tive of the absent one, 0 Jaok heq
read between the lines; seeing not the
loving thoughts which had msde him
0 happy, but something which he
could not understand and did not
like. At first her letters, though
written in the phin simple lingusge
of an' uneduonted country giri, had
been everything he could have wished
a8 they gave him courage to work
move diligently through the hot sup-
mer months. For was he not working
for his own dear Margaret and what
was heat or fatigue to him when he
remembered that as & rewrd her
lovely face would one cay shed a
radiance over his home, How emgerly
he Iooked for each letter which was
sure to come on the same dsy each
week and when it came he would
work with renewed strength,

In the autumn for the frat time he
went to the office_to find his little
letter was not thers. He could not
understand the resson and was 3 Little
troubled when instead he wag handed
Nellie's Retter to take home to her
mother.  Hoping that it might con-
tain some message for him he waited
to hear it read but the only word wag
that Margaret was well spd sent her
love to all It wag g whole week
before the loocked for wiggive came,
and when it did there was no apology
but in length it made up for its tardi.
ness and Jack was satisfied. It was
only for a time however, for the change
gradually dawned upon him afier this
until he had to acknowledge to him.
self that. Margaret was no longer
what she had been, A ¢ Jast the various
little happenipgs at home for which
she had en quired go eagerly seemed to
interest her no more, and it soon be.
came evident that she wrote with
difficalty The voung farmer was of

the yourngest child, went med

weeks ghe kept it; then right in the

middle of the penitential ssson a star
fotress was expected, and Mr Bhirley
gave Margaret a most preming invita
tion to accompany him to se her. At
first she refused but he soon prevailed
upon her to go just this once as she
might never have another such oppor-
tunity. She did not tellher sister
until the Iatter went up to hex room
in the evening and found her jost
puttiog the last touches tothe most
elaborate toilette she conld afford.

Where are you going, Margaret?’
she asked in sarprige.

+ “Tosee Madame—-at the Lyoceum?”,
and Margaret’s fingers were so busily
engaged in trying to tie & pretty pink
bow at her throat thatshe did mot turn
from the mirror.

‘ Margaret Norton, you do not
mean it? I thought you “had mosde a
§ resolution not to go toany plmoes of
§ ¢+ amuosement in Lent.”’

*So I had, but—’’

‘“‘But what, Margarei?”

“Woell I may as well be out with it
now and take my soolding before I g,
thongh I do consider it very unbe-
coming of 8 young lady to di~tate to
one older than herself, Tt iss chance
I way never have again and I do not
wish to miss it.”

**“Who is going with you?”

*Mr. Bhirley, of cours. How
does that pink ribbon look?’ and she
turned for the first time to face her
sinter.

*“Very protty,” was Nellie's rather
cold reply, though under diffrent cir-
cumstances she conld not have refrain-
ed from telling her how beautiful she
looked.

g, “How cold you are Nellie. You

& arenot at all as you used to be. *

3 “Nor you either. It s yourself who
has changed most.”’

“‘For the batter I hope since I have
left the conatry whers there was no
chance of ever learning an ything.”

“I am traly sorry foryou. Margaret,
bat I am afraid Jack would not think

g {ou had changed for the better could

them 211, Mr.

of prowisions
prepared, knowing thatthe girls won!

bomne, Nellie forthe mom
¥ | E ¢

we him.
Her kind

was onl

“ Margwret in out pending th
'aninmth & friend,? ’.gi;‘np.i
ing that he ' would ak no
questions.

““What time do yeu
home?”

,oxpoét e

out alone.” :
‘““8he is not alone and I know i

but not hrere.”’
the subject by o:gziring for her pax
ents; and then,

which she o
had: been filled

with golden treasures

remember us, Oh, wha

there are wme of
we always liked 10 much;do

Il L 7

ed in keeping her sister

nothing else, was growing impatient,
for €he gixl's milence

@ see you now.”’ strongly that all was not well,

““I suppose not,"said Margaret with
a shade of sarcasm, “‘Jack has mever
bad & chance i) meet educated and
refined people aud he has to many
old fog\ ideas.’’

“Margaret Norton, how dare you
apeak thus of the noble hearted man
who is one day to be your husband.
You should be ashamed of yourself.”’

“Don’t be oo positive, for Jaok
Grimes may never be my husband.”’
Margaret had not intended tosay this
and regretted the remark when it was
too late,

“I do not understand why.”

I do, it is because I bawe no desire
fo return to exile snd spend my days
in the dull country. I have had
enough of it.” o

Nellie looked at her in amszement
for had she been told that her sister
could have spoken thus she waould

never have believed it. ‘‘Rememnber too trustip b

£ 8 matore to beliy t
Margaret, you are engiged to Jack possible that his Margaret wag (:e::h:g
and have. yon forgotten ho!v E,:"mly to care for him. Op the contary he
you promiged to be true to hin?”? she believed that ghe was overworked and

at last staminered out. too tired if . o
Margaret was silent, forthe reproach asosb:ev(viotxlg ovt'iir;!o Hl to Yrite as much

" had struck to her heart in which there| g ;
still liogered a tender spot, but she grlslaw:z?dbrﬁhtbg;? t:a:ng? g::
wo‘u}g Dot give in to her sister. Christmss bolidays and then he would
., ogaged, indeed; Nellie. I almost know the truth, but jt was too far and
wish it were you instead of myself who cost £00. much g0 they did -not some,
was engaged to hi JOU alomore] At Iast he could bear the suspense no

im for
sulted hun than L . longer and hyjruplvut togo to them, | -

Margaret before I expec
she told you all about it

“Yes,” 2aid Nellie, ‘and she was 80
plessed then,’” but she could £8Y no
more for showas thinking of theinter-
view she kad just had with her sister

]
.
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o

of the cruel blow a knowledge of it
would strikee to the noble heart of the
man before her.

He looked earnestly into her face
and she shxunk from his penetrating

aze, :
g “Nellie, >’ he said at last, *’ you are
keeping something from me, tell mes
what s wrong with Margaret,*

The blow which she dreaded most:
had fallen upon her and she knew not
how to snswer.  8hé could not betray
her sister and she could not £8Y any-
thing to hart Jack’s teelings, = With
a silent prayer for strength she gaid
in & voice tyembling with en otion,

“Why do you itk so Jack?’

“t know t, I could ges it in her
letters and T feared beforel came here
‘thatshe mightnot be well but you have
told me ghe is and your mapner shows -
that thers iswmething wone,? = -

(o the girls Butto.the

k" hesaid, when the} I
hin advice, “and if}

i . wearing out}:
b inthe mill; it-will be far

& poor factory girl like her,and sgain been apoken prient wm be eomived the:
the subject was dropped . . by him but in many ways he R e
Things had gone onin this usplear-{ede her believe tit Ty wes the| ‘Tell our dear. girle-thas I ménd| ¢i

bkﬁ:a Ihmgh}od
her much of his plessant home on the |for thern avery day-sivoe they Py
suburbs of New York and ahe, in turn, [snd T hope that they have forgotien}

nons of i xiuchingt‘*th! Jenrned in}

? ©& good remolution, |tion of her fagher’s farm and her own From sach memberof-the Noriont
ff\ which she {‘1“.7 m“"dﬂ:. to 1‘1‘00!;- of | pretty home which she and ber sister | family; from- the old grandfather to
£ 3 giviog up her anusenents. or four 14

o |
nxmeroxs and foll of lovs that kel
almost feared he oould riot remember
Norton himwelf insisted
on goiog to the atation and helpivg
hizn on the train with x Iarge hasket
which “the mother had|

them “sy them omme

a her joy at seeing a dear face from
ent forgot her
sister, and she extendsd her “hand,
giving him & most hearty weloore
and telling him how glad yhe was to

weloome for the moment - A-verd
oaused -himfte%for.geti ‘"“l", but itz

for thé moment, for when, be
ar Margaret. her face grew|®

dy;hop |
more

““Not bfore eleven,®’ answered tha
truthful girl who would Iike to have
question hmd it been

““This scems very 1ate for her to b

would seem very Iate in the country

Jack looked grave but befors he
could sy any mors Nellie changed

r suswering her
questions, he gave her the basket
oj a8 carifully axif it

‘“Dear mother, how kind of her to
t & glorions
foast and how we will enjoy it? Ang

Jinger cookies
bave one,
Juck,”” and she handed him the bag.

For nearly an hour Nellie succeed.

out of the
conversation, but Jack, who thought of

convinced him

“I almost forgotto tell you that I
have made my second payment on the
farm and expect to make another thig
spring so | may bave a home for
ted..I suppose

d
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Mexiors Justice... =

Mexican justice

An Anmvrican tells this story of
i “‘Onie morning. the:
body of 8 cowhoy was found in
border town. It was supposed he
the Rio Grande to ate
tend & dance and flirted with' some | k0
senorita and so was shot by & Mexis}
can. At last that was the theory, | 4nd
because & bag of money amounting]
‘to. $200, all in gold, was found on
the hody, proving that the murder
had not beens done for robbery. Be-
sides the coin a very costly ' six
shooter, silver mounted and ivory !
handled, was strapped around -the}
decensed. The finding of the gunf
was the occasion of & trial befgge 3
and she could not help showing in hex, tl;zc})oml;t alx::?%g:i; 3;1531? lﬁr A i;g fof
face how sadly it grieved her to thipk . garry'weapons, nd the dead man| -
‘was fined $200, just the suim they|
found eon him, for viola

2

Mexijcers statute.”

_Explosive Diamonds.
It has long been known that: dis
especially the class known as'] ¢
“rose.diamonds,” are likely to
'plode if sbjected only to. wi
would seem a very ordinary deg
of heat. Itis mow believed that tha
explosions are the result of the rap-|
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