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THIS AND THAT. 

S O M E THINGS W O R T H 
INQ ABOUT. 

THINK-

Tfae Nat ion* of the World—Our 
Sphere—Next , Consular Serv ice Re­
form—The S a b b a t h and Woman 
Made for M a n . 

The best par t of literary crlticlsir 
le suggestion. Why , then, do out 
cri t ics restr ict themselves to com­
ments upon books actually made or 
p lanned? Why no t enhance the valua 
of their columns by suggesting onca 
in a while a book which should be 
xnadeT 

For example, a work In a single 
volume to be entit led 'The Nationu ol 
t h e world," giving in the mos t con­
venient form a general view of polit­
ical, social and industrial conditions 
a t the beginning of the twent ie th cen­
tury, would deserve Buccess and gel 
i t . The face of the "world has chang­
ed; present tendencies towaid furttnr 
changes are all important and intense­
ly interest ing. But If you try to in­
form yourself on these subjects you 
will be obliged to consult ponderous 
volumes (out of date) and a multl-
tudf of art icles on special topics scat­
tered through periodicals and official 
publications difficult of access. 

A score of associate editors workinp 
under a competent chief could collect 
t h e necessary material in a tew 
months . The result , under wiae edi­
torial guidance, which should insist 
upon a popular form of s ta tement and 
the exclusion of all unnecessary de­
tails, would be such a book a s no on: 
v-ould afford to overlook, the races and 
nutions of mank ind being shown in • 
the new perspective in, their actual ie-
lauuna. 

If a jest or pun a s a subst i tute for 
a rguments may ever be torgiven or i a 
' worth th inking about , ' surely It U 
•atun an effort is made to bring a 
l ighter vein of good nature Into the 
so.emu discussion of Imperialistic pui-
a ) and our natura l sphtre as a nation 
" iwix Arctic and Antarctic frozen 

seas, 
St a room, land room enough In this 

our West? 
This, this our "natural sphere," 

whtre we should rest 
With in our l imi t s - surfeit <>u our <-afi>: 

Half measures, half a l i t t le v,und 
"Tis clear 

Our sphere," so called were but i 
hemisphere! 

Mr. Theodore Roosevelt was appoint­
ed a Civil Service L'oniiiiis>sioner uy 
President Harrison in l&by, as a rtn-jj;-
ni t ion of the relentless warfare he had 
waged on political Jobbery and cor­
rupt ion. Retained as a republican 
member of the commission by Presi­
d e n t Cleveland, Mr. Roosevelt contin­
ued his fight agains t the abuse of mo 
spoils system. Largely through his 
exert ions the limits of the classified 
service ( tha t Is to say, those posiii-nj 
which are subject to competitive ex­
amina t ion unless speciilcially exempt­
ed by order of the President) were ex­
tended by the Inclusion of about H,-
0U0 places. 

It Is said t ha t when he accepted tho 
position he was convinced that tho 
spoilsman was as bad a3 the brllm 
giver , and Mr. \7. M Clemens, in Ins 
dife of Mr. Roosevelt, sa>s that "dur­
ing- his six years of office as president 
of the commission—four yyars "Utidi r 
Harr ison and two years under Cleve­
land- -he displayed a skill amounting 
often to real genius In the way lie 
handled obstreperous legislators and 
accomplished his ends In spue of a.i 
opposition. As a Civil Service Com: 
missioner Mr. Roosevelt stood for sev­
era l years in the public eye substan­
tially for the whole commission.' ' 

He never lost an opportunity to 
press his suggestions in relation to im­
provements in the classified service, 
and when he failed to procure correc­
tion of a wrong and punishment of a 
wiong'doer his practice was to "turn 
all the. facts over to the press that tho 
public might draw its own conclu­
sions," with the na tura l result that iho 
commission acquired the confidences 
and respect of the country. "Tho 
cro 'vning result of MY Roosevelt a 
sommisslonership," says Mr. Clemens, 
"was the establishment of a new 
classified service under the civil s r 
r ice rules by President Cleveland, wlu: 
an May 6, 1896, signed an order the c|. 
feet of which was to place under the 
aivil service rules 29.399 positions 
hi ther to unclassified, bringing the to­
tal of classified positions to So,135 am! 
virtually completing that part of the 
work of civil service reform contem­
plated by the act of ISH'i." 
Admirable, invaluable as this , weir'.; 
certainly was, one indirect conse­
quence of it is now seen to be deplor­
able. As Mr. H. A. Garfield, former.y 
president of the Cleveland Chamber • ! 
Commerce, has pointed out, " t h e clvu 
service rules blocking side door en­
t rance to other departments , and the 
consular service being thus substan­
tially the only resort of broken down 
politicians, ' admi t tance free,' the pns-
sure is inconceivably great upon the 
President and the Sta te Department. ' ' 
The efforts of spoilsmen were concen­
t ra ted upon t h a t branch of our foreign 
service, the Impor tance of which, nev­
er fully recognized, is greatly increas­
ed by the recent and present growth 
of our foreign commerce. Thus SQ 
far as the consular branch is concern­
ed, a bad ma t t e r was made worse. 

I t is not t rue , as some of t h e most 
a rden t reformers a r e in the habi t el 
asserting, tha t our consular .service la 
in all respecjts u t ter ly inferior to that 
of the great European States. A care­
ful examinat ion will show the pTes 
ence of radical defects even in tin 
much admired English system whicr 
have never developed in our own. 

J8ut It la true. In the words of Mr. 
George P. Parker, formerly United 
States Consul at Birmingham, that 
our "methods of appointment and re* 
moral' are so essentially vicious as to 
se beyond defence. They send abroad 

OTWHR every tour 7—tr perton m o r e 
bad . useless and laefltalint men t h a n 
ought to find admission Into the whole 
foreign service la half a century of 
wise and p ruden t selection." T h e 
same observer has also this to » y : — 
" T h e recommendations of party Sena­
tors , Representatives or m a n a g e r s 
have no d i rec t reference to fitness; 
perhaps not more than one in seven 
t u r n s out fa i r ly well, so that nobody 
concerned c a n be credited with even 
the most ord inary business prudence. 
T h i s kind of appointment is a lot tery, 
wi th half a dozen b lanks to eacn 
prize." 

During t h e Roosevelt adminis t ra t ion 
we may expect to see reform of the 
consular service, put t ing an end to a 
scandal which has been flagrant for 
half a century, closing the door also 
against the spoilsmen. One need not 
be a prophet to forsee tha t nei ther tho 
President n o r his friends in the Cab­
inet and in Congress will let a few 
hundred foreign posts bear tbe Iniqui­
t ies of the many thousands of domes­
t ic posts which were placed on the 
classified l i s t s through the efforts of 
the famous Civil Service Coniniisslon-
er . 

Why do people who are opposed to 
s t r ic t enforcement of the Sundav clos­
ing regulations—our . .ehow 
citizens, for instance keep on saying. 
" T h e Sabbath was ma^e for man. not 
m a n for the Sabbath'.'" As thou-.-b 
tha t proved anything. 1 think their 
?ause reasonable, but their a rgument 
unconvincing. Should we men suc­
ceed In m a k i n g headway against the 
3o-called feminine "usurpa t ions" uy 
xmstantly referring to the well 
known scr iptural fact that woman 
was made for man, not man for wo­
m a n ? 

"^he second time I went to Buffalo 
*' summer (and I only wish I might 

see that wonder of the world, the Pan-
American i l luminat ion, again and 
again) our t r a in was delayed b> a 
washout A general conversat ion 
sprang up a m o n g the passengers in 
tbe smoking car, and 1 overheard thu 
following bit of dialogue, the p a r t u i -
pan ts being two middle aged t ravel­
ing salesmen — 

"The merchants whose credit la 
poor," said o n e of these plillo»upln i ». 
"have to be careful about bu) lug . 
They are not urged so strongly by us, 
nor offered inducements vvliuh over­
come their discretion. Now, the men 
whose iTidil is good have liaru vv...it 
to resist the temptation to overbuy. 
Goods are quoted to them at trie inv­
es t figures a n d they a re allowed tno 
longest time for pa>ment." 

"Too bad," was the other's com­
ment upon t h e state of things that his 
companion described. "If the mer 
chan t s whose credit Is good wou 'd 
only be as careful as those whose cred­
i t bad have t o be, then we should sec. 
something l i k e stability, \ o u v e put 
your finger o n the trouble, this Is tb^ 
m o s t fruitful cause of business fai.-
u r e s . " 

I t is, Indeed. Look at this s i tua t ion 
a little more closely and see the oper-
i t i on of a beneflcient law 

Soon after a business man's capi ta l 
h a s become seriously Impaired and he 
Is in danger of bankruptcy if he does 
not adopt a safer and more conserva­
t ive policy, t h i s holding off rn Mm 
par t of sa lesmen and the mistrust ol 
his business associates actua.i j L. -,p 
h im to adopt and practise the neces­
sary caution. It Is like an au tomat ic 
regulator. He Is prompted and help d 
;n the way t h a t leads to safety and fu­
ture prosperity. 

On the other hand, as soon as a busi­
ness man has proHpenu tu such .i n>-
?ree that there is danger of his becom­
ing a capitalist there is danger i>f liiJ 
jecomlng a capital ist on a grand scale 
be is assailed by temptations to make 
.arge expenditures and increases his 
r i sks , the tendency of which is to put 
h im back into the ranks of strugg: . s. 
Here again t h e r e Is an automatic ar­
rangement for preventing ex tn ;nes. 
but this t ime the extreme to be pre­
sented is that of excessive wealth. 

T h e ideal of human society is pre­
cisely that equilibrium which is tho 
-esult of the free play of such forces 
i s our smoking car philosophers de­
plored. The law of equilibrium oper-
i tes universally. Great wealth cor­
rupts with luxury ; inherited wealfh 
leprives life of zest; degeneration and 
i p a t h y then m a k e for poverty unce 
more. The l a w of equilibrium does 
not deprive m e n of the stimulus ox 
competition o r the inspiring prospect 
of gain, yet i t constantly tends to 
equalize the distr ibution of riches. 

I might show, among other th ings 
sow this law reconciles the social.-it 
.deal with the teachings of the legit i­
mate school of political economists; 
now it will surely be found to apply 
x> trusts, t hough these imposing or­
ganizations appear at first sight to 
l a v e placed themselves beyond the 
•each of its leveling influence. But 
n y wish is to bring forward my topics 
n these papers , and then let them go 
he i r ways in to the world--suggest ivx-
y, cheerfully and helpfully, if possi-
Dle -rather t h a n to exhause them at 
.he outset. 

CHILDREN-

•a/1 Itm Cbaractoriatlca of tho I-aburliss 
Mo Sioa Laboring < u*»«-». 

H I L D R E N of the labors 
ing classes—that sis, of 

I pa ren t s who are engaged 
in manual labor—are not 
so s t rong, either menta i -
lv or physically, a s tno 
chi ldren of the profes­
s ional , mercantile and 
clerical classes wnich aro 
not engaged in manua l 

labor. This may be due .a a measure 
10 their food, the i r habits and their 
m a n n e r of living. 

W e have found out. too, tha t girls 
are generally superior to boys in the.r 
s tuuies , a l though there Is a greater de­
gree of adaptabi l i ty in boys t han in 
girls. In o thers words, girls learn 
more quickly and show higher per­
centages in the studies, but the bovs 
get more out of them. 

Children of the noc laboring classes 
show greater abi l i ty in their studies 
than thoss of the laboring classes. 
Childrt-n whose parents are of dTffer-J 
ent nat ional i t ies show less mental a Oil- ! 
r.y t han the chi ldren of parents of t h e , 
t ame race, which demonstrates that a ' 
mix ture of u - e s ,s not favorable to 
menta l development I 

Chlidieu who have long heads rath- j 
(r ~ ian broad heads have less mental 
bll t ty, where the hed la very long the 
child Is usually dull. j 

Br igh t boys are generally taller and 
heavier than dull boys. White chil­
dren not only have a greater s tanding 
height than colored children, but their 
s i t t ing height is still greater. Rela­
tively to il:e.r height white children 
have longer bodies than colored chil­
dren, yet colored children have great­
er weight than ' / h i t e children. 

Wh i t e boys of American parents of 
the non-laboring elass show the h i rh-
est degree of nervousness. The hlgb-
et percentage of defects in eyesight 
occur in whl.e boys of non-laboilug 
pa ren t s and the lowest percentage In 
colored children and bright colored 
girls.. 

Gir ls in private schools, who are 
generally of wealthy parents, are much 
more sensitive to pain, heat, etc.. than 
girls in the public schools, wnich 
proves that refinements and luxuries 
tend to Increase sensitiveness, but 
there seems to be no necessary rela­
tion between intell<Mual development 
and pain sensftiveness. While girls 
are more sen t l t t / e than men, they can 
endure more pain. 

OLIVE'S SCISSORS GRINDER, 

Hickory , dickory dock ' 
The mouse ran up the clock. 
But »be cuckoo came out. 
And the mouse gave a shout. 
And they put h im to bed wi\h 

shock. 
tho 

W i l l i n g but W e a r y . 
T h e procession came to a nalt. 
"Now, sir," said the leader of t h e 

j a n d s of regula tors to the worthless 
oafe r whom they had tarred nr.-t 
f a t h e r e d and were rldine; out of town 
HI a rail, "you can git! If ever wo 
iee you here aga in we'll hang y o u : " 

"Gent lemen," plaintively replied the 
man on the r a i l , "I'm wiilin' to go, 
aut i t 's only a b o u t a hundred va rus 
Tom here to t h e townshio line. N\ .: 
pou mind c a r r y m ' me the rest o' i^c 
way V 

Pule of t h ' Ap»atl<-i>. 
Matthew is supposed to have suffer­

ed mar tyrdom, or was slain in a city, 
of Ethiopia, A. D. 60. 

Mark was dragged through the 
Btreets of Alexandria, Egypt, till he ex­
pired. 

Luke was hanged to an olive tree, in 
Greece. 

John was put in a boiling cauldron 
at Rome, but escaped, and died a na t ­
ural death at Epbesus In Asia. 

J ames , the Great , was beheaded a t 
Je rusa lem In t h e yea r 44. 

J ames , the Less, was thrown from a 
pinnacle and bea ten to death. 

Phi l ip was beheaded in the year 52. 
Bartholomew was skinned alive. 
Andrew was crucified, and pounded 

while dying. 
T h o m a s was run through with a 

lance. 
Simon was crucified in the year 74. 
Mat th ias was s toned to death a t J e ­

rusalem. 
Barnabas was stoned to death about 

the year 73. 
Paul was beheaded at Rome; by or­

der of Nero. 
Judas hanged himself on a tree. T*.ie 

rope or limb broke, and he burst asun-
de>-

Stephen, after an admirable defense, 
was dragged out of the city and s t o u e j 
to dea th . 

St. Peter , after n ine months impris­
onment , was brought out, scourged, 
then pu t to death on the cross; and a : 
his own request wi th his head down­
ward. 

St. Jude , who was commonly called 
Thaddeus . was crucified A. D. 72. 

—Lock Seldrake. 

" I s he really so handsome?" asked 
Ethel Gordon, incredulously. 

"The handsomest m a n jou eve r saw" 
cried Olive Wet tbury . 

She was sitting- on the backdoor step, 
shelling peas , while Lily, the beauty of 
the family, leaned o u t of the window in 
a dressing gown, wi th no accessaries in 
the way of collar. Lily had beep s i a 
pa r ty the night before, and h a d risen 
cross and tired. 

"Exact ly like a corsair." sa id Lily, 
suppressing a y i w n . "Tall a n d dark, 
with such glorious eyes, and h e seemed 
surprised t h a t I recognised him through 
his disguise." 

"Wha t costume did he as sume?" said 
Ethel Gordon, who. not h&vlng received 
an Invitation to the fancy dress ball at 
Mrs. Wenlock's, was naturally tin,utsl-
t l t e on tbe subject. 

"A pira te ." said Lily, "with scarlet 
sash and cap. And he declared he would 
disguise himself so completely, next 
time, that 1 could not possibly identify 

i him. and he wagered a box of gloves on 
| the subject." 
I "1 suppose he is very r i ch?" said 

Ethel. 
"O, immensely," nodded Lily. 
Olive, looking up a t her sister, wished 

tha t Providence had thought Ot to make 
her a beauty, too. 

"Who is tha t coming around the cor­
ner of the house? One of those ever­
last ing t r amps again." cried Lily, with 
asperity. "O. It's only a scissors grind­
er " 

"Anrl very fortunate, too," said Mrs. 
Westbury, a pule, faJcd, harassed look­
ing woman; "all my scissors a r e so bad 
I can ' t cut with them. There's the em­
broidery scissors, a n d " 

"How much you a sk a pair?" demand­
ed Lily, sailing out In her slipshod slip­
pers, her unt idy wrapper torn down one 
side. 

The scissors grinder, a swart foreign­
er, sat his wheel on the grass, and held 
six Angers In pantomimic gesture, his 
teeth gleaming whltely through his 
bushy beard. 

"Too much." said Lily. 
"He can' t unders tand you. Lily." said 

Ethel , laughing 
Miss wes tbu ry s tamped her t iny foot, 

held up six pairs of dilapidated scissors 
and a shilling The man smiled again, 
and assented to the bargain wi th num­
erous nods. 

"Isn ' t he funny?" said Ethel. 
"Horrid fellow!" said Lily "And to 

think he belongs to the same humani ty 
a s Mr Ellis." 

"I 've a good mind to offer h im some 
milk to drink." said Olive " H e looks 
BO duBty and tired." 

"You'll do nothing of the kind." said 
Lily. Imperiously. "I w o n t have my sis­
ter a t tending a scissors grinder. Is that 
coffee ready, mannnn?" 

"Coffee!" repeated the mother, with 
a conscious stricken air "I declare, 
Lily. I forgot all about It But I'll run 
directly and make It." 

"Forgot! You are always forgetting. 
I never saw any one like you In my 
life. No, I won't have It now. If you 
couldn't prepare It when I wanted It I 
won't have It at all. I think you might 
have seen to It, Olive." 

"Tin very sorry," began Olive, apolo­
getically, "bu t for all that. I th ink you 
ought not to spesk so crossly to mam­
ma ." 

"Hold your tongue!" said Lily, stamp­
ing her foot. "Am I to be tutored by 
you? I shall -speak a s I please. Dear 
me. how tha t grinder 's bussing makes 
my head ache ." 

When Olive came In a few minutes 
la ter with the stx scissors In a high 
s t a t e of brilliancy, he r sister w a s lying 
on the sofa with her eyes resolutely 
closed 

"O. dear ' " thought Olive, "now sho 
will have one of her sulking fits." 

Bhe took advan tage of the circum­
stance to pour out a glass of milk, 
which she gave the swarthy Italian 
when she carried out the money he had 
so hardly earnpd. 

He bowed low, d r ank It eagerly, and 
astonished Olive by raising her hand to 
his lips as he said. "Buon giorno, slg-
norlna!" and departed. 

"Well, wha t l uck?" asked Ocrald 
Wenlock, a s he sat smoking a t his win­
dow, and hailed the approach of hit 
»rlend Ellis. 

" I 've won my wager .1" 
"Never!" 
" I assure you I have , " said Ellis, nil 

t ing down where the cool breeze coulu 
fan his heated brow. 

"Did they suspect?" 
"•Not in the least." 
"And how does the lovely Lily appes 

In the seclusion of home?" 
"Like a slovenly virago. I would not 

have believed it, were It not the testi­
mony of my own eyes. But l i t t le Olive 
Is a Jewel of the first water." 

"So you have transferred your allegi­
ance from the one sis ter to the other? 
But It Is ra ther hard for the fair Lily 
to lose both love a n d wager," laughed 
Wenlock. 

"Can' t help It, my dear fellow," said 
Ellis, gravely shaking his head. "It Is 
a lucky escape for me. I have reason 
to be grateful to the scissors grinding 
fra terni ty forever." 

And beautiful Lily V+estbury could 
never tell why Edwin Ellis preferred 
brown-eyed little Olive to herself.—-Lon­
don Evening News. 

T o prevent cold feet a t night, d.^v.-
iff t h e stockings, just before undt •*-
Jig, and rub t h e ankles and feet wit:: 
the hand as h a r d as can be hor" r 
Sve' or ten minu t e s . This will diffuse 
i pleasurable glow, and those who >.o 
to, will never h a v e to complain of co..; 
!eet in bed. 

T h e world'* tobacco c rop of 850 or 
eons is grown on two *nd a 'quartc 
s&lion acrta. 

Lunrlieoo for the bcliool-< lilld. 
School children's luncheon's mus t 

be plain and su i tab le in quality. Tho 
a lbuminous foods, bui lding the muscle 
and tissues, must be in good condition; 
then t h e diet may contain a cer ta in 
amoun t of s tarch, a s whole whea t 
bread; a certain a m o u n t of fat, as good 
but ter ; but it need no t contain sugar . 

Avoid pies, cakes and Jams, and sub­
s t i tute , in their place, finely chopped 
meat between two slices of b rown 
bread; now and t h e n a bard-boiled 
yolk of egg pressed through a sieve 
and pu t between two slices of bread; 
send a l i t t le cup of custard, a small lar 
of rice pudding, or sound , fresh fruit. 

I t is far bet ter t o fill the lunch-
basket with wholesome food t h a n to 
give money fof t h e child to visi t tho 
neares t confectioner 's, where he wi l l 
make h i s luncheon upon sweets, A lit* 
tie thought should be expended upon 

A New Opening for tho Blind. 
As Japan comes more closely In touch 

with the rest of the world many of Its 
customs are being adopted. In Japan 
the a r t of massage Is widely practised, 
and almost exclusively by the blind. 
It Is a very lucrative profession, and 
the most skilful operators ga in large 
sums every year. The reason for Its 
being a profession particularly adapted 
to the blind Is readily understandable. 
Every one knows t h a t when one sense 
falls Its absence is supplemented by the 
Increasing acuteness of otherB, So with 
people deprived of sight the sense of 
touch becomes highly cultivated. 

The blind men a n d women of S t 
Pe te rsburg a n d other Continental cities 
have not been slow to grasp t h i s idea, 
a n d the number of t hem who a r e mas­
seurs is constantly increasing. The 
head of t ha t profession in the Russian 
capi tal is tota l ly blind, and h e has s 
la rge class of pupils, whom he instructs 
daily in the mysteries of massage, who 
a re likewise deprived of sight. 

TSUUM la France. 
A Frenchman having an income o. 

tt.OOO a year pays 11,000 of it to aired 
and indirect taxes to the Government, 
according to a very careful Investiga­
tion of M. Beaurin-Oressiw made foi 
the Soclete i e Btatlstlque, In othet 
words, the French taxpayer rnnet WOTK 
it stays in the year solely ie earn wha) 
is due U the treasury. . . ^ . t k . ^ f e 
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