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THIS AND THAT.

SOME THINGS WORTH THINK-
ING ABOUT.

——

The Nations of thke World—Our
Sphere—Next, Consular Service Re-
form—The Sabbath and Woman
Made for Man.

The best part of lMterary criticlsm ,
s suggestion. Why, then, do wour
critics restrict themselves to com-!
merts upon books actually made or,
planned? Why not enhance the valua
of their columns Dby suggesting once
in a while & book which should be
made? {

For example, & work én a singie
volume to be entitled "'The Nations ut
the world,” giving in the most c¢on-'
venient form a general view of polit- !
ical, social and industrial conditluns
at the beginning of the twendteth cen.
tury, would deserve success and get’
it. The face of the world has chang.
ed; present tendencies toward further
changes are all important and intense-
ly interedting. But if you try to in-
form yourself on these subjects you
will be obliged to consult ponderous
vulumes (out of date) and a multi-
tude of articies on special toples scai-
tered through periwodicals and officlal
publications difficult of access. .

A scoure of assoclate editors working
upder a competent chief could cuilrct
the necessary material in &  few
wonths. The result, under wise adi-
torial guidance, which should 1nsist
upon a popular form of statement and
the exclusion of all unnecegsary de-
tatis, would be such a buok as no unj
could afford to overlook, the races and
nations of mankind being shown in-~
the new perspective in thelr actual ie-;
iutiung, !

e e ———— e

auring every four YeAT pertoa more
bad, ugeless and {nefficleant men than
cught to ind admission into the whole
forelgn service in  half & century of
wise and prudent melection.” The
game observer has also this to say:—
“The recommendations of party Sena-
tors, Representatives or 1managers
have no direct reference to fitness;
perhaps not more than one in seven
turus out fajrly well, so that nobody
concerped can be credited with even
the most ordinary business prudence.
This kind of appointment is a lottery,
with half & dozen blanks to eaca
prize.”

During the Roosevelt administration
we may expect to see reform of the
coasular service, putting an end to &
scandal which has been flagrant for
half a century. closing the door also
against the spoilsmen. One need not
be a prophet to forsee that neither tho
President nor his friends in the Cab-
inet and in Congress will let a few

bundred foreign posts bear the tniqui-
ties uf the many thousands of domes-
tic posts which were placed on
classified lists through the efforts of
the famous Civil Service Commission-
er.

Why do peopie who are opposed tc
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strict enforcement of the Sundav clos-,

tng regulations—our .eliow
citizens, for instance- Xeep on saylng,

“The Sabbath was made for man. not.

man for the Sabbath®’ As thourh
that proved anything. 1 think thetr
cause reasopable, but their argument
unconvincing. Should we men suc-
ceed in making headway agalnst the
so-called feminine “usurpations™ vy
ronstantly referring 1o the well
known scriptural tact that worman
was made for man, not man for wu-
man?
—0—
The second time | went to Buffalo
*- summer (And [ only wish | might

" 3ee that wonder of the world, the Pan-

If a jest or pun as a substitute for
arguments may ever be torgiven or i e
“worth thinking about,’ surely it 11
when an effort is made to bring a
lighter vein of good nature {nto the
3o.cmn discussion of twpertalistic poj-
1<) and our natural sphere as a natiun

"Lwix Arctic and Antarctic frouzey
seas,
Sca room, land room enough tn this
our West?
This. this our ‘“natural sphere,”

where we should rest
Within our limits- surfeiq on our ease?

Hulf measures, halt a httle worid
"T'ls clear -
QOur " sphere,” g0 called were but s

hemtsphere!

Mr. Theodore Raosevelt was appoint.
ed a Civi] Service Commissioner by
President Harrison in 1389, as a recog-
nition of the relentless warfare lhe had
waged on political jobbery and cur-
ruption. Retalned as a republican
member of the commission by Presi.
deny Cleveland, Mr. Roosevelt contin-
ued his fight against the abuse of wuc
spolls system. Largely through his
excrtions the limits of the classifica
service (that is to say, those pusitiung
which are subject to competitive ea-
aisination unless specilicially exempt-
ed by order of the President) were exs
tended by the inclusivn of about 14,-
0uy places.

It is said that when he accepted tha
pousition he was convinced that the
spollsman was as bad as the briba
giver, and Mr. \W. M C(Clemens, in s
1ife of Mr. Roosevelt, says that “dur-
ing. his six years of office as president
of the commissiolu—four years under
Harrison and two years under Cleves
land--he displayed a skill amounting
often to real genius in the way le
handled obstreperous legirlators and
accomplished his ends in spite of a.l
opposition. As a Civil Service Com3
mwissioner Mr. Roosevelt stood for sev-
eral years in the public eye substan.
tially for the whole commission.”

He never lost an opportunity to
press his suggestions in relation ¢o fm-
provements in the classified service,
and when he falled to procure correc-
tion of a wrong and punishment of a
w:ungdoer his practice was to “‘turn
all the facts over to the press that the
public might draw its own conclu-
stons,” with the natural result that tha

commission acquired the confidence
and respect of the country. “Tha
crovning result of Mr Rooseveita

commissionership,” says Mr. Clemens,
“was the establishment of a new
classified service under the civil s r
vice rules by President Cleveland. whe
on May 6, 1896, signed an order the of.
fect of which was to place under the
givil service rules 29399 positions
hitherto unclassified. bringing the to-
tal of classified positions to 83,135 and
virtually completing that part of the
work of civil service refurm contem-
plated by the act of 18%3."
Admirable, invaluable as this , work
certainly was, one indirect conse-
quence of it is now seen to be deplor-
able. As Mr. H. A. Garfield. former.y
president of the Clevetand Chamber ¢
Commerce, has pointed out, “‘the civy
gervice rules blocking side door en.
trance to other departments, and the
ctonsular service being thus substan-
tially the only resort of broken doWn"
politicians, ‘admittance free,” the pres-'
sure is inconceivably great upon the
President and the State Department
The efforts of spoilsmen were concen-
trated upon that branch of our foreizn
scrvice, the tmportance of which, nev-
er fully recognized, is greatly increas-
ed by the recent and present growth
of our foreign commerce. Thus sa
far as the consular branch is concern-
pd. a bad matter was made worse. '
It is not true, as some of the mnst
ardent reformers are in the habit of
asgerting, that our comnsular service is
in all respects utterly inferlor to that
of the great European States. A care-
ful examination wjll show the pres
ence of radical defects even in the
much admired English system whict
have never developed in our own,
But it is true, in the words of Mr,
George F. Parker, formerly Unlted
States Consul at Birmingham, that
pur “methods of appointment and re.

‘moval are 80 essentially vicious as to
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uillion acres.

American {ilumination, again and
agaln) our train was delayed by a
washout. A  goneral conversation

jprang up amoug the passengers o
the smoking car, and I overheard thu
following bit of dialogue. the partici-
pants being two middle aged travel-
ing salesmen —

“The merchants whose credit Is
poor,” sald one 0! these phllosuphos,
“have to be careful about buying.
They are not urged so strongly by us,
oor offrred 1nducements which  over-
come their discretion. Now, the men
whose crodit 18 good bave haru w..
to resist the temptation to overbuy.
Goods are quoted to them at the ,ow-
est figures and they are allowed tue
longest time for payment.”

“Too bad,”” was the other's com-
ment upon the state of things that his
companion described. *“1f the mer
chants whose credit is good wou'd
only be a8 careful as (hose whose cre-
it bad have to be, then we should seo
something like stabiuty. You've put
your finger on the trouble, this is ti»
most fruitful cause of businuss
ures."”

It is, indeed. Look at this situation
a hittle more closely and see the oper-
ation of a beneficient Jaw

Soon after a business man's canital
has become seriously {mpaired and he
is in danger of bankruptey if he does
not adopt a safer and more consery.a-
tive policy, this holding off en  the
part of ealescen and the mistrust of
his business assoclates actum.ay o -.p
him to adopt and practise the neces-
sary caution. 1t is like an automat:c
regulator. He s prompted and help o
:n the way that leads to safety and fu-
ture prosperity.

On the other hand, as soon as a busi-
ness man has prosperea to such 4 de-
gree that there I8 danger of his hecom-
ing a capitalist there is danger of hig
>ecoming a capitalist on a grand scale
he is assailed by temptations to make
.arge expenditures and increases hils
rIsks, the tendency of which {8 to put
bim back into the ranks of strugg: .s.
Here again there is an automatic ar-
rangement for preventing extreo:nes,
but this time the extreme to be pre-
vented {s that of excessive wealth.

The ideal of human soclety is pre-
sisely that equilibrium which 1s the
-esult of the free play of such forces
as our smoking car philosophers de-
plored. The law of equilibrium oper-
ites universally. Great wealth cor-
upts with luxury; inherited wealth
leprives life of zest; degeneration and
apathy then make for poverty once
nore. The law of equilibrium does
aot deprive men of the stimulus o1
sompetition or the inspiring prospeet
of gzain, yet it constantly tends 1o
aqualize the distribution of riches.

I might show, among other things
10w this law reconciles the social.st
deal with the teachings of the legiti-
nate school of political
gow it will surely be found to apply
.0 trusts, though these imposing or-
zanizations appear at first sight 1o
1ave placed themselves beyond the
‘each of its leveling influence. But
ny wish is to bring forward my topics
n these papers, and then let them go
heir ways into the world--suggestive-
¥. cheerfully and helpfully, if possi-
ole -rather than to exhause them at
Je outset.

l
Willing but Weary. !
‘The procession came to a nalt. !
“Now, sir,”” sald the leader of the
>ands of regulators to the worthless ’
cafer whom they had tarred un-t!
‘eathered and were riding out of town ]
>n a rail, “you can glt! If ever we
iee you here again we’ll haug you!"™
“Gentlemen,”” plaintively replied the |
man on the rail, “I'm wilin' to zo, |
out 1t's only about & hundred yuarcds
Tom here to the township line. W o
you mind carryin’ me the rest 0' i.c
Way?n .

To prevent cold feet at night. 4~
ff the stockings, just before und
ng, and rub the ankles and feet wit!;
the hand as hard as can be hnr~ .
ive or ten minutes. This will diffuse
1 pleasurable glow, and those who .u
10, will never have to complain of cu..:
‘eet in bed.
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The world’s tobacco crop of 850 60~
tons is giown on two ahd & ‘quartc:

fat.- .,
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economists; ,

1 xchiool luncheons.
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CHILDREN.

Ts Characteristics of the laboricg and
Ao Moo Laboriug € ansen,
HILDREN of the labor;
ing classes—that :is, of
{ parenis who are engaged
in manual labor—are pot
80 strong, either mental-
iv or Dhysically, as the
children of tihe profes-
stonal, mercaniile and
clerical cilasses whick aro
pot enguged in manual
This may be due .2 a measurs

labor.
to their food. their hubiis and thelr
manner of living.

We have found out, too, that girls
are generally superior to boys in tha.r
stugies, altbough there i{s a greater de-
gree of adaptability in boys than in

giris. o others words, girls leara
more quickly and show higher per-
centages in the studies, but the bOYVs
get more out of them.

Chiidren of the nor laboring classes

OLIVE'S SCISSORS GRINDER,|

show greater ability in their studies!
than those of the laboring classes. |
Children whose parents are of differ-
ent nationalities show less mental abul- !
1ty than the children uf parents of the,
tame race, which deisonstrates that a!
mixiure of 1a-es .8 not favorable to
wental development.

Chtidien who have long heads rath-
(r Tuan broad heads have less mental
btitty, where the hed is very long the
child is usually dull. )

Bright boys are generally taller and
heavier than dull boys. White chil-
dren not only have a greater standing
height than colored children, but thelr
sitting height is still greater. Rela-
tively to tie.r height white children
have longer bodies than colored chil-
dren, yet co'ored children have gruat-
er weight than - /hite children.

White boys of American parents of
the non-laboring class show the high-
est degrée of nervousness. The high-
et percentage of defects in eyesight
occur in whi.e boys of non-laboriag
parents and the lowest percentage In
colored children and ULright colored
giris..

Girls in private schools, who are
generally of weaithy parents. are much
more sensitive to pain, heat, etc.. than
girls in the public schools, which
proves that refinements and luxuries
tend to Increase sensitiveness, but
there seems to be no necessary rela-
tlon be!'ween intellectual development
and palin sensftiveness. While girls
are more sentitise than men, they ean
endure more pain.

e A

Hickory, dickory dock'

The mouse ran up the clock.

But tbe cuckoo came out.

And the mouse gave a shout,

And they put him to bed wih
shock.

the

Fate of the Apostles.

Matthew is supposed to have suffer-
cd martyrdom, or was slain in a city,
of Ethiopia, A. D. 60.

Mark was dragged through the
streets of Alexandria, Egypt, till he ex-
pired.

l.uke was hanged to an ollve tree, in
Greece.

John was put i{n a bolling cauldron
at Rome, but escaped. and died a nat-
ura! death at Ephesus in Asia.

James, the Great, was beheaded atl
Jerusalem in the year 44.

James, the I.ess, was thrown from a
pinnacle and beaten to death.

Philip was beheaded in the year 5Z.

Bartholomew was skinned alive.

Andrew was crucified, and pounded
while dying.

Thomas was
lance.

Simon was crucified in the year 71.

Matthias was stoned to death at Je-
rusalem.

Barnabas was stouned to death abouc
the year 73.

Paul was beheaded at Rome; by or-
der of Nero.

Judas hanged himself on a tree. The
rope or limb broke, and he burst asun-
der

Stephen, after an admirable defense,
was dragged out of the city and stoned
to death.

St. Peter, after nine months impris-
onment, was brought out, scourged,
then put to death on the cross; and a.
his own request with his head down-
ward.

St. Jude, who was commonly called
Thaddeus., was crucifled A. D. 72.

—Lock Seldrake.

run through with a

Luncheca for the School-¢ hild,

School children’s luncheon’'s must
be plain and suitable in quatity. The
albuminous foods, building the muscle
and tissues, must be in good condition;
then the diet may contain a certain
amount of starch, as whole wheat
bread; a certain amount of fat, a8 good
butter; but it need notl contain sugar.

Avoid ples, cakes and jams, and sub-
stitute, in their place, finely chopped-
meat between two slices of brown
bread; now and then a hard-boiled
yolk of egg pressed through a sieve
and put between two slices of bread;
send a little cup of custard, a small jar
of rice pudding, or sound, fresh fruit.

1t is far better to fill the tunch-
basket with wholesome food than to
give money for the child to visit the
nearest confectioner's, where he wiil
make his luncheon upon sweets. A jit~
tle thought should be expended wupon
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THE WEELITTL

*“Is he really s0 handsome?’ asked " R

Ethei Gordon, incredulously,

“The handsomest man You ever saw”
cried Olive Westbury.

She was sitting on the backdoor step,
shelling peas, while Lily, the beauty of
the family, leained out of the window in
a dressing gown, with no accessuties {n
the way of collar. Lily had beer at a
party the night before, and had risen
cross and tired.

“Exactly like a corsair,” sald Lily,
suppressing a yawn. “Tall and dark,
with such glorious eyes, and he scemed
surprised that I recognized him throygh
his disguise.”

“What costume did he assume?” sald
Ethel Gordon, who. not having received
an invitation to the fancy dress ball at
Mrs. Wenlock’s, was naturally ingalsi-
tive on the subject.

“A pirate,” sald Lily, “with scariet
sash and cap. And he declared he would
disguise himself so completely, next
time, that 1 could not possibly identity
him, and he wagered a box of gloves on
the subject.”

*l suppose he Is very rich?" said
Ethel. !

0, immensely,” nodded Lily.

Ollve, looking up at her sister, wished '
that Providence had thought it to make
her a beauty, too.

“Who 18 that coming around the cor- '
ner of the house? One of those e¢ver-
lasting tramps again,” cried Lily, with
asperity. O, it's only a scissors grind-
er*

“And very fortunate, too,” sald Mra.
Westbury, a pule, falcd, harassed look-
ing woman; *‘all my scissors are so bad
1 can't cut with them. fhere’s the em-
broldery scissors, and—"

*How much you ask a pair?”’ demand-
ed Lily, salling out in her slipshod slip-
pers, her untidy wrapper torn down one
side.

The solssors grinder. a swart foreign-
er. sat his wheei on the grasa, and held
six fingers in pantomimic gesture, his
teeth gleaming whitely through his
bushy beard.

*Too much,” said Lily.

““He can’'t understand you, Lily.” sald
Ethel, laughing

Miss Westbury stamped her tiny foot,
held six pairs of dilapidated scissora
and a shilling The man smiled again,
and assented to the bargain with num-
erous nods.

“Isn’t he funny?”’ said Ethel.

“Horrid fellow!' said Lily *“And to
think he belongs to the same humanity
as Mr Ellia"”

“I've a good mind to offer him some
milk to drink.” said Ollve *“He looks
8o dusty and tired.*

*You'll do nothing of the kind.” sald
Lily, imperiously. ‘1 won't have my sis-
ter attending a scissors grinder. 1sthat
coffee ready, mamma >

*“Coffee!” repeated the mother, with
a consclous stricken atr 1 declare,
Lily, I forgot ail about it But I'll ryn
directly and make {t.”

“Forgot! You are always forgetting.
1 never saw any one like you in my
life. No, 1 won't have it now. If you
couldn't prepare it when | wanted it I
won't have it at all. I think you might
have seen to {t, Olive.”

“T'm very sorry,” began Olive, apolo-
getically, “but for all that, I think you
ought not to speak so croasly to mam-
ma.'l

*“Hold your tongue!" safd Lily, stamp-
ing her foot. "Am I to be tutored by
you? 1 shall speak as | please. Dear
me, how that grinder’s bugring makes
my head ache.”

When Olive came in a few minutes
later with the sfx sclssors in a high
state of brilliancy, her sister was lying
on the sofa with her oyes resolutely X

closed
thought Oilve, “‘now she ‘s

marnndarem
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FIND THE WOMAN ACCOMPANYING THEM.

THE WEELITTLES IN WASHINGTON.

ppp——— ——— e ——m = -

FA,mr an afternoon_ spent
in the Treasury Building
the Weelittles go for a walk
down the Boulevard.

FIND THFEIR GUIDR,

THE WEELITTLES IN WASHINGTON.,V
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will have one of her sulking fits.” 74 210N

She took advantage of the clrcum- [ad Monument.
stance to pour out a glass of milk,
which she gave the swarthy Italian
when she carried out the money he had
80 hardly earned. .

He bowed low, drank it eagerly. and
astonished Olive by raising her hand to
his lips as he sald, ‘“'Buon giorno, sig-
norina!” and departed.

“Well, what luck?’ asked Gerald
Wenlock, as he sat smoking at his win-
dow, and hailed the approach of hig
rlend Ellls.

“I've won my wager.1"”

“Never!”

] assure you I have,” said Ellis, st
ting down where the cool breeze coulu
fan his heated brow.

*Did they suspect?”

“Not {n the least.”

“And how does the lovely Lily appea
in the seclusion of home?”

‘‘Like a slovenly virago. I would not
have belleved it, were it not the testi-
mony of my own eyes. But little Olive
is a jewel of the first water.”

*80 you have transferred your allegi-
ance from the one sister to the other?
But it {8 rather hard for the fajr Lily
to logse both love and wager,” Idughed
Wenlock.

“‘Can’'t help it, my dear fellow,’ sald
Ellls, gravely shaking his head. "It is
a Jucky escape for me. I have reason
to be grateful to the scissors grinding
fraternity forever.”

And beautiful idly Westbury could
never tell why Edwin 'Ellis preferred
brown-eyed little Olive to herself.~Lon-
don Evening Newas.
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A New Opening for the Blind.

As Japan comes more clogely in touch
with the rest of the world many of its
customs are being adopted. In Japan
the art of massage I8 widely practised,
and almost exclusively by the blind.
It is a very lucrative profession, and
the most skilful operators gain large
sums every year. The reason for its
being a profession particularly adapted
to the blind is readily understandable.
Every one knows that whén one sense
fails its absence 18 supplemented by the
increasing acuteness of others. 80 with
people deprived of sight the mense of
touch becomes highly cultivated.
The blind men and women of St.
Petersburg and other Continental cities
have not been slow to grasp this idea,
and the number of them who are mas-
seurs is constantly increasing. The
head of that profession in the Russian
capital is totally blind, and he has a
large class of pupfls, whom he instructs
dafly in the mysteries of massage, whe
are likewise deprived of sight.

FIND THDBIR BOY COMPANION, - -

THE WEELITTLES IN w;\sumefm‘; ‘
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Taxes in France,

A FPrenchman having an ineome o,
$4,000 a year pays $1,000 of it in direct
and indirect taxes to the Government,
according to a ‘very careful imvestiga.
tion of M. Besurin-Giressier made for
the Societe de Statistique, In other
words, the French taxpaysr mvat work
o to enrn whe!

The Weglitgles. v
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