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& 5" than any other class of athletes, with members of the pig family that are Say. m.a'mma' said' {04 -year-ola
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chase their straying sheep over shal-
iow waterways, swamps and bbgs with
1ittle or no trouble. They handle their
long balancing poles. that add greatly
10 the picturesquenes. of their appear-
ance, with great effect, using it not
ounly for {ts original purpose as a bal-
ance while in motion, but as a brace
while recting and a crook in the chase,
dt having a hook at its end.

Swamps ]gno‘rod.

Throughout the sections of the
Landes that still] remain unredeemed
the majority of the male population
ases stiltg to-day in going from place
to place, ignoring swampy spots,
rwhich would otherwise be impassable,
practically. The stilt-walkers have
kapped many of the little streams that
Tun through the gwamps and led them
to the lakes and ponds that are now |
wsed in the Irrigation of the soll on
which the pitch pine, cork tree, chest-
- nut and similar trees flourish. The
sandy soil of the Landes is well adapt-
ed to the culture of such growths,
favored as it ig by the most delighttul
climate of France. Spring opens there
early in March and from then until
late in May rainfalls are frequent and
steady. The young forest progresees
rapidly under such conditions, and is
K)f benefit to the herders ag well. Cat-

le and sheep find much better fodder
on such tracts than on their usual pas-
gure grounds on water-soaked fields.
fThis fact is evidenced particularly in
tbe winter, when the herds #find their
‘way to the forest lands and dig into
‘the snow to aibble the green shoots
that spring up around the roots of
the trees.

The nativeg often burn the under-
brush in the late fall to insure a finer
crop of grass and herbs the following
year in soil enriched by the ashes of
the fire. The forest often suffers from
that process, however. The trunks of
the pines are georched, and frequent-
1y the lower branches of the trees catch
fire, resulting in the destruction ocea-
sionally of many acres of pitch-pro-
yducing-limits. The pitch pines are
ready vietims to a fire that has a good
start.

Thelr )i-.nnhelnrlu.

The principal industry in the Landes
1s the manufacturing of such commer-
icial staples as can be produced from
the pitch drawn from the pines as ma-
Pple syrup is won from the trees of
that name in northern climates aof
Amenica. In that industry the pitch.

therers do mot receive regular wages,

ey are known as ‘‘metayers” {n

rance—laborers who share in the
business profits of the employer for
the work involved. Ths employer

ments.

able are chosen for the boar
They use their lon
and club thelr prey to

The best stilt runners avall-,
hunts.
B Doles as weapons
death when

Stiits As Used in the Army.

they chase them to cover. Their speed
on the stilts ig remarkable, as is evi-
denced by the fact that they never fail
to outrun the wild pigs, once they
strike the trail. The boars sink into
the soft mud of the swamps and find
it hard work to move on out of harm'’s
way. while the men on stilts have no
such hindrance to bother them, The
stilters are gafe from the bites and at-
tacks of enraged beasts when it gets to
fishting at close range, because the
best the boars can do is to chew away
at the hard wood of the stilts, which is
proof agalnst their fangs. .

In Arcachon. a town renowned in
Europe ag a health resort in winter for
persons with weak Ilungs, race8 on
stiits are regular features of the sea-
son. They are conducted by a man
named Dornen, the acknowledged
champion with the stil's in tbe Landes,
He is the man who made the journey |
from Paris to Moscow on stilts in
March, 1891, He had many obstacles
to overcome, particularly in Germany, !
where the peasants ‘and children all

‘his programme. The races are run in
other Landes towns as well as {n Arca-
chon, but the final championship con-
tests always take place in Archachon,

Stiits are by no means uncommon in
this country. They are used. not for
utilitarian purposes here, but as toys
for the boys in our larger cities. A:l-
ter the kite season, the top season and
the marble geason are over in the
‘spring the boys take to the stilts and
parade the streets gleefully on thelr
elongated motors. 1t is so easy to ac-
squire the balamee and knack of uring
stilts that any boy can learn how in ]
few minutes.
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to the back door and ask for a pisce
of pie and you get scared and glve it
to me.”

[ ] L]
Mary and Martha, the three-year-
old twins, were busvy with their paint

boxes. '"“Why, you've painted your

doll's face blue all over'” exclaimed

Mary. “Yes,” rejoined Martha, “I'm

pretending she’'s got the blues.” |
® & @

“Teacher says that rubber trees

grow wild in Florida.” sald 8 seven-
year-0ld school girl. “Well, 8’'pose
they do,” rejoined her brother, aged
five. ""Nobody ever has amy use for
rubbers till it rains and then it's too
wet to go out in the woods and
gather them.” '
e o @

Mabel, aged flve, while visiting her
aunt in a low, marshy part of the
country, contracted malaria, and was
quite ill on reaching home. Not long
afterward her mother had a chill. *I
can't upderstand why you should
have symptoms of malaria, living on
such high ground,” said the doctor.
“Oh,” spoke up Mabel, ‘1 guess
mamms must have inherited it from
me'!"

Marks of the True Lady.

No lady should turn and look be-
hind her in the street; the girl who
does 80 directly courts unpleasant at-
tentiong from men who are passing.

Unless she i8 a hostess or a mem-
ber of the family a lady need not rise
when a gentleman {8 introduced to
her.

When visiting conform to the rules:
of the house in which you are staying.
A visitor should always bear this in
mind.

When shopping do not order assist-,
ants about; a lady never forgets to be
thoughtful for those who serve hef.

“A man is known by the company
This applies equally to a

No Wender Bhe W Sndered

“How long does the train stop

ere?” the little girl asked the brake-
man.

“Stop here?” asked the tunctionary,w
“four minutes. From two-two to
two-two.”

“I wonder,” m%sed the little girl,
“it that man thinks he {8 the whistle?”

Some people are s0.busy criticising |

the Tavlts pf them,neizhbm that they|

havenotimetoeorrect glrogm.
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