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AN INSTRUCTIVE GAME.

= S Will Teach Boys and Girls teo
¢ ’ !;now the Flags of All Natioms. !
: " In a eertain company of grown up'
and wel} educated people not long ago !
a prize of $10 was offered to any one |
whe could give a brief description or
even name the colors of fifteen dmer-‘
£ ent nstional flags Every member of !
c the company tried to do it. and every'
- one falled '
Now, there is no partlcular advan-|
L toee n a practical way in being famil
frh fsr with the tiags of all nations, but
o ; there is satisfaction 1n knowing things,
especinlly If they are things that the'

“ averuage person does not kpow. Is
N there a bLuy or girl nmong our readers,
%’ fur example. that would not be giad to

be able tu ideutify every national flag|
on sight? This pretty recess or home'
) gnme will help you to acquire this|
hnowledge.
L.ike most of the instruetive games, .
; it requires some preparation. Ian alll
\ the large dictionaries snd In many en i
! cyclopedlas  and  gazetteers wmay bLe!
found all the Hags of the nations, print
ed in colors, und they are usually print
ed on a page all tagether. Let some |
one who basx u box of water culors |
paint the flags ou a sheet of white
cardboard. putting o number uander
each flag mstead of the namne of the
i conntry  Then as many sheets of pa
per should tw prepured as there are
persons to tnke purt in the game, with
pumbers down the left hand margin of
< egch sheet .
. When jou are ready to play the
gaime, give u srheet of paper to each
. pluyer, tack the catdboard up in plain
Q;, view and allow, sa). half an hour's
o time for the players to write opposite
to the numbers the pamnes of the na-
tions that beloug there. No. 1, for ex-
v ample w'il be the | nited States; No.
-~ 2. Great Britain. No 3, France, No. 4,
Russin, No 4, Italy, and so on
When the time lmit has expired, let
the lender of the gume collect the pa-
. pers and check them off by a key
}; ' which he or she has for that purpose,
and the plaser that has the tnost cor
rect numuoers wins the game If the
game Is played at home, a prize may
be offered say. u swnll United States
flag wmade of silk
It 18 ne! necessary that the flags
should Lw drawn on the cardboard In a
really artistic way though the more
neatly it be done the better,
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Tree Albamas. |
A novel and instructive collection is
that of bark, leaves and blossomus of

trees. There are very few boys who
have more than a puassing acquaint-
ance with the trees growing in their
own neighborbood. Most boys know a

they were to take a walk through the
, woods and attempt to name the frees
i% they would not go very far before dis-
1

«covering their ignorance. One way of
3 learning the trees is by collecting spec-
j " imens of bark, leaves and hlossoms
] ' and studying them. Suppese you get
%1 f - some pasteboard or stout paper and cut
'1t into sheets, say, eight Inches long
1 ide and five wide. Give one sheet to each
Zind of a tree and upon it pgste a
" plece of the bark, a leaf and a blossom.
Z0Ur A plece of bark about three inches long
s ¢-and two inches wide would be of good
me #ize. The blossoms should be pressed
u #®nd dried before they are attached to
'the sheet. If the leaves are small, a
] l-‘llttle twig of several leaves may be
é ‘.r: used. If there is anything remarkable
% b

-+*.about the under side of the lgaf, one
, leaf should be placed with the upper
. side upward. Sheets so arranged dan
g .~ be sent through the mall, go that boys
%, #cattered over the country may supply
‘g,,,-wne another with specimens.—Ameri-

g‘”" <an Boy.
' '9{_ -t Mamma’s Doll.
Ty oA This old fashtoned dolly,
A I In this odd Iittle chair,
;‘g [ I loved very dearly
: 0 L Her blue eyen.and real hair.

I played with my dolly,
As you're playing now;
I took her out watking;
8he made & nice bow.
Bhe doep look old fashioned
" In her camel's bair shawl,
‘Her quaint fittle bonnet,
o _Bilk ruffies and all. .
Y Grandma sent her today,
, s And you greet her with joy;
4 I'm so glad you 1fke her
And think her a new toy.
‘Where has she been resting
All this lone time?
"Way up in New Hampshire
Among the swpet pines.
at do you may, dear,
. £ play with her too?
4@t down on the floor,
_Now, thamma, please do.”
. @1 . “Yem, Tl play Httle girt :

L

walnut tree when they see it, but if

o3 Once again, just for fun, >
3 Come, my own Qurling, - /
ack o QW ”“Y}‘”W

AN UMBRELLA ROOF.

How to Make a Shad)y Nook Where
You Can Play Heese.

This 18 how to make an open alr
playhomse of & large umbrelln Tle a
gtrong plece of twine gecurely to the
end of each of the ribs and tle the
loose enxd of each ploce of twine around
the notch cut In a polnted wooder peg

short distance from fts top. This
will give an umbrelia with a fringe of
dangling pegs. Open the umbrella and

THE PRAME,

fasten the handle securely to a long,
gharp polnted stick. bhinding the two
together with strong twine. First run
ane end of the twine down the length
you lngend bindlug, nllowing enough
to tle at the Lottom; then commence

. binding at the top over all three—the

umbrells bhapdle. the twine and the
stick Wind the string around very
tight, and when you reach the bottom
tie the twine you bold to the louvse end
of the length under the wrappings.
Exaumine carefully and be sure the
handle does not slide or twist on the
stick; then push the pomnt of the stick
down into the gruund at the place de-
ctded npon for the playhouse. If you
are not strony enough to erect the
house by yourseif a8k some compan-
lans to lend a hand and bhelp slok the
stick rmly In the earth. When this
is accomplished. stretch out each
length of twine in turn and drive the
peg in the ground. You will need a
wide ruflle of some kind of waterial
long enough to reach around the outer

cirele of pegs when it falls from the

umbrelln  The stretched twine will
hold the rufile out, formiug en odd lit.
tle playhouse with a smooth, round

THE COMPLETED PLAYHOUSE.

roof and drapery walla. Plait the ruf-
fle and pin It on the' umbrella with
safety pins; also fasten it at Xhe bot-
tom to ench peg. Newspapers pasted
together and made of double thick:

ness may take the plice of, wovent| The snake is a most timid animal

walls If more convenlent, but be care-.

ful in laendling the paper, as it tears
readily. The longer the pole the high-
er you make your l_mnge and the lon-
ger the strings must be, consequently
the larger the house.~Demarest’s Mag-
azine.

Too Big For a Little Boy,

‘We had been invited to join y com-
pany who were to make the trial trt
on a sonall steam yacht bullt for the
use of one of our government inspect-
ors. We were well under way when
the young man who was engineer de
termined to play a joke on the small
boy who was with us. '

Just as the little fellow was about
to take & drink of water from thelarge
tin dippér, which had been provided
for use rather than ornameént off the
boat, tkke man at the throttle pulled a
rope which blew the whistle. ¢

The boy dropped the dipper ang yan
crying to his mother. a-

“Why. Howard,” she sald, “yoy are
surely not affaid of a whistlel” . .

““No,” he yelled, “but that is tu',:mg
2 whistle for such a Htjle boy!"iDe-
troit Free Press.

£
. Three Little Rulgs, ;
Thres ittie pples we all should keep
To make lile happy and bright—. -,
S8mile In the morning, smmile &t nogr
And kceep on smiling st nightt' ° exd
—8tells George Stern in'St. ioholai,
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Ring—A Sourt Pis Which Wor Gt in
an Ewmergwacy —-An Muntusce in Wileh »
Quett, Wap Turned iuto Sexvice.

vice bas to be tenporarily suspended
while btridegroom wnd best nan tumble
over one another and murmur sirange
nothings a&s they valnly search for a
missing ring are by Do mesns so an-
commol as one might imagine.  This
dasco 1s usauslly brought about througb
D excess Of caution.

The greom, belng afrald perbaps to
trust to his own memwery upcn such a
wmomentous occasion. handg over the
precious circlet to the best man for
safe custody. The latter, who, by the
way, is no more in'the hablt of carry-
ing loose wedding rings about than is
the groom himself, places the ring for
safely {n as out-of-the-way-place as he
can possibly think of in the brief time
£t his dispossl. Before he has had time
1o properiy cornmit the hiding place to
memory he i selzed by half a dozen
importunate small fry and hurried off
to attend to something else.

The consequence 18 that the admon-
ftory stage whisper of the officlating

FOne Fitld Tady Marcie Witk o Cuetatu| -

Incidents in which the marringe ser-| -

minister to “have the ring ready,” falis
upon him like a bolt from the blue.
Where the dickens did he pgd it? It
was somewhera close bandy, he ia sure
of that But where. ok, whera?-and
a cold perxpiration breaks out all nver
him as he realizes tkat the service has
stonped, aned the reproachful glances of
the whols company &re turned upon
him the rascally culprit who has mlia~
laid the ring.

It is useless to pursie the scene fur-
ther Any one pogsessed of the slight-!
est fund of imagination will readily |
piciure (o himself the frantic scene of|
flurry which tnevitadly follows, more,
especially {1 the contracting parties are
sufficiently well known to secure a.
iarge and fashionable attendance at
the church. Suffice it to say that it s
n position 1o which not a fev best men
find themselves |n the course of a year,
and many ars the expedlents by which
they endeavor to extricate themselves
from what is at the best of times &
particularly unpleasant dilemma. |

The Duchess of Hamillton is said to
bave bsen married at Mayfair wilth a '
curtain ring; while a bridal party at
Colchester were forced to fall back up-
on the ring of the church key. . Even
this case, Bhowever, was cappad by one
which occarred at Stratford when the
only ring oblainable was an extempore
one of kid, cut upon the spot from the
bridegroom's glove, ® |

Bome couples sre particularly Im-
provident 1in this respect. One couple,
who were al their wits' end what to!
do for a ring. were considerably ro-

THE WEELITTLES AT DRESDEN.
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FIND THE BOATMAN.
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lieved by an Inspleation of ¥he best|
man. Gallantly plucking forth a huge
horgeshos scarf pin from his tle of
rmany colors, he broke off the pin, bent
the =oft metai shoa round his finxaor,
and, with the air of an Angelo admir-
ing his chet d'oeuvre, handed the
brazen circlot to his pa).  Another
couple got over the dlffirulivr by using
a coin from which the *tr had besn
removed, and which, ruro-sly enorch,
; the groom was carrying In his pockot
a! the time. !
| The most curlous ring of all, how=-
ever. was that employed by a dock lab-"
urer. who by some means or other, had
mislaid the more conventional article
on his way to church. Casting sbout
in his perplexity for a suitable ohject
wherewith to embeligh the finger of his
charmer, his eyes suddenly fell upon
one of the quoits with which he and"
the best man were subsequently match-
ed to play for the price of the dejeune
at a nelghdYoring tavern. ’ I
Despite the protests'of the lady and
t¥e gufiaw of his companions, the
groom insisted upon molng through the
ceremony with the aid of this ponder-'
ous plaything: and, since the only nl-l
ternative was to indefinitely postpone |
the event, the 'lady put the best farel
on the matter by accepting the quoit—
and the docker..

»

Kecreth of Sonke-Charming.
A snake-charmer can, by a simple
motion of his hand, make a moving
snake stop Instantly. The reason is

THE WEELITTLES AT BADEN-BADEN.
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FIND ONE OF THE MUSIOCIANS.

phe vgverh fronfials |

4 this:

is eyes, while dull to color and form,
+ are guick to motiom, especially if ¢
is rapid. T any large thing moves
very quickly too near him, he gets
trightened and scurries off; while at
| ~ertain distances the motion stops him,
if he be moving. . :

’ He stops from astonishment, fear, or
the wish to see what it I8 that moves.
Hence he gHdes on, aneonscrus of the

" cnarmer's presetice near -him so long

ios the latter remains perfectly quiet;
the snake doesp’t kmow him from a
tree or & rock. |

i But whemn he gives a sudden evidence :

(of e, thie snake I8 astonished, and

Iimmedmotg! remains stock still !

In Indla gnd Afrfca the charmers

_pretend the snakes dance to the music, '

'but they do not, for théy néver hear |

(1t. A gnske bag no extérial ears, ang.
perhaps, ?Ves_ evidenca of sofind ohly
through ite skin, when souid causes
bodies dn comtact with bim to vibrdte.
They hear-alwo- thrqugh the nerves of

{the tonguesbit do pot at all compre-
hend” sousd:ss we do. . However, Lthe |
snake’s oyés:sre vary mch siive . to the

' motions of the cHarmer, or to.the mov-
ng drumstiéks of-lilkiconfederate, and
being ajarnxed, he sttempty toustriké. '
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