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Synopsis of Previous Chapters. 
Chapter I —Edward Daton, of America, whi le 

v is i t ing in Ireland fal ls in love w i t h A^ues Con-
l in. a poor Catholic g ir l Thomas Conl in.Agnes 
cousin, who is soon lu be ordained a priest nonces 
a serpent ring on her bnger and when told it i s 
her e n g a g e m e n t ring he tries lo persuade her 
not to matr j this ITutcslant stranger She. 
however refuses and is married by the old 
parish priest after which thoy depart tor the 
strangers beautiful home in Boston Chapter II -
Thomas Conhn is ordained and comes of Amer 
ica as a missionary and arrives at his cousiu » 
home There he learns that w h i l e his coosin 
has wealth and l u i u n she was not happy Her 
husband had selected a circ.c in which she was 
lu m o \ e and as it was strictl> r*rotestant he 
said that she might awe up her superst i t ions 
and become a ratmkt of his church H e would 
not cv tn ailuvv her In attend a Catholic church, 
bhe would no . gratitv him however and w h - n 
Father tVnlm arrived she insisted lhat he hear 
her t-tmfeKsion and Napluc her btt lc oab> sou. 
w h o had ju-»l l»een IH.IU 1-ather Couliu goes 
awa_\ w iih his se\ rrt \Kue»/ die* a week after 
Mr Daton marries again, a rich PTolestant 
woman, and his sou is brought up a 1'rolrstaut 
W h e n Kdwaru is r ight vrar* i-M his father dies 
Chapter III anil VI — Croe'ia u Kane an orphan 
w h o U\es with her sister Nell ie , is engaged by 
Mrs l iatuu.iisci mpaniun Her step-son.Howard 
fal*s in lii\e w ii.. this cathol ic girl , Cecelia and 
marries her against the wishrs ol his steii-
motnei Chapter \ — c t v c l i d is married right 
years and has three childreu a l l o t vrbum die 
and she and Mr Daton are letl chi ldless Chap 
ler VI - A l t e r a lapse ol seven and a half years 
w e find Mr and Mrs Daton again happv « l l h a 
daughter Cecelia, who ts about to celebrate 
her seventh birthday Chapter VII —The hus
band of Nellie O Kane now Mrs Cullen. d ies 
and she ts 'eft a wtckiw with one child. Agnes. 
Mrs. Daton adopts her niece aud br ings her up 
with her own daughter Chapter VIII and IX 
Cecelia and Agnes are sent to a convent school 
The grandmother is very much opposed lo th is 
and reproaches her daughter-m Law Chapter 
X —Mr Daton is -uddeniy taken sick a u d Cece 
lia la culled home from school Chapter XI and 
Xll—Cecelia and Agnes graduate aud a grand 
reception is given them Mrs Culleu whi le at 
ber sister s home it taken ill Cecelia and her 
grandmother have a dispute over rel igion 
Chapter \ I 1 I Mrs Cullen recovers and remains 
at Daton s hoin chapter XIV- Cecelia te l ls 
her mother that she intends enter ing thecon* 
vent and bet oming a nun After a dispute s h e 
promises tu remain at home one more year 
Chapter XV--C ecclia arid her grandmother are 
visit ing in a distant city when a terrible fire 
breaks out .making many homeless. Chapter 
XVI Cecelia visits the prisoner. Charlea Coon, 
w h o started the fire Chapter xVH—Grand 
mother Daton tells her grand daughter that 
she has been convinced that the Catholic church 
is the only and true church and Mrs Uaton be
comes a convert Chapter xVIII —Mr Da tun la 
in fear of losing all he has and Cecelia goes o n 
the stage 

r*art Second—Chapter I A l l y n St Clair, a n 
infidel meets Cecelia and falls In love with her 
Chapter II Allyn St Clair accidently finds & 
book belouging to Cecelia entit led "ho l lowing 
of Christ" He reads it and becomes interested 
Chapter III—Allyn and the manager attend the 
services at the Catholic Cathedral where Cecelia 
s ings Chapter VI - A l l y n asks Cecelia to marry 
him and she refuses . Chapter V - M r a Cullen 
discovers that Charles Coon, a cr imina l . Is her 
long lost brother. Chapter VI Allyn St Clair 
visits at Cecelia Datou's home Chapter V I I -
I ecclia enters a convent to become a nun. 
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(Continued from laat week.) 
PART SECOND. 
CHAPTER VIII. 

When Allyn was ready to take his 
departure his mind was filled with 
many anxious thoughts in regard to 
the darkness in which he had been 
educated, but this he would not tell, 
for he felt that perhaps the influence 
of kindness might have dulled hie 
perception. He wanted time to re
cover his strength of mind as well as 
body and to think it all over by him
self. He gladly accepted the "God 
bless you" extended as he took hie 
departure, as well as the kind invitation 
to call again soon. 

But how fared it in the meantime 
with Cecelia? Did she escape unscath
ed from the blow Bhe had received or 
did she, like Allyn St. Clair, suffer a 
severe and purifying illness in atone
ment for her imprudence? 

Daring the long walk home the 
scarcely spoke a word to her compan
ion, for she was too fall of humiliating 
thoughts of what she had done and of 
sympathy of him whom she had refus
ed to marry. As far as she herself 
was concerned, she was glad of the 
strength she had shown in rejecting 
him, for she still strongly felt that 
marriage was not for her, bat the time 
which should have been spent in pray
er was given to idle lamentations for 
him. She never Buspected "that he 
was following her home. The walk 
had given the others a keen appetite, 
bat she could eat no sapper and ap
peared to be ill. When asked by her 
superior if she were not well. Bhe sim
ply replied that she was quite tired 
and was told to retire early so as to be 
refreshed for the retreat. 

Cecelia thanked the kind superior 
and went away feeling that the might 
have done better had she told her all 
that had happened, bat it was hard 
for her to bring herself to speak of it. 
She went to the chapel and prayed for 
a time, but no solace came to her 
troubled mind and she retired filled 
with remorse and bitter agony of heart. 
The next morning found no change. 
She entered upon her retreat with the 
others, bat she was far from happy and 
the words spoken in the opening in- j 
struction did not bring her any of the 
peace she had expected. In silence 
she prayed for comfort and grace to 
feel the sweetness: of devotion which 
she had hoped the instructions would 
incite, but Allyn St. Glair's face was 
ever before her and she felt afraid 
even to lilt her eyes to meet the pene
trating gaze of the preacher. At the 
end of the second day, unable to bear 

ber mental anxiety longer, she asked 
for a private interview with the priest 
and was left alone with him in the 
parlor. 

He bad noticed her in tue chapel 
and knew that something was wrong. 
He was not surprised, therefore, when 
she threw herself upon her knees be 
fore him and brust into tears. He gave 
her his blessing and bade her arise 
and tell him what was troubling her, 
which she did with the same clearness 
with which her would-be lover was to 
tell his story a few days later. 

" Poor child, " he said, " this is a 
most unfortunate affair,and I am very 
sorry for you. Do you feel that you 
could care enough for this young 
man to marry him if you were not 
here?" 

"No, father, I have no desire to 
marry. I feel that my place is here 
and I want the holy habit." 

''But,child,if it should prove not to 
be your vocation, what then?" 

"I have never thought of such a 
thiDg. I have no doubt whatever 
but that my vocation is in the con 
vent." 

"We are not always the best judges 
where ourselves are concerned, so it is 
better to take counsel of one who is 
older and more experienced in these 
inirjgs." 

"Who would that be. fatbei?" 
"Go to your reverend mother, give 

her your confidence, and tell her all 
as you have told me. Then, if she 
thinks you have not a vocation, it 
will be best to leave." 

"It will b- very hard,father, when 
I am so near the habit." 

'It would be harder to take this 
important step and to learn afterwards 
that you had made a mistake. You 
would then have the greater humilia
tion of giving up the religious habit 
to return to the world." 

Cecelia did not reply, but her face 
was very sad. 

" You should not be unhappy 
whatever may happen. If God wishes 
\ou here, you will not be sent away;if 
He does not, you have no right to re
main, for it would certainly be a 
grievous sin." 

Cecelia turned away and hastened 
to obey the command, which was no 
easy task. The good father wai not 
surprised when, a short time later, he 
learned that she had left tbe order and 
returned to her home. But he felt 
very sorry; be believed that she had 
a true religious vocation. Still, there 
was something lacking. 

At Cecelia's home preparations were 
being made to go to New York, when 
a telegram was received telling them 
not to come; no more word came until 
tbe following day, when another mes
sage stated thai Cecelia would be 
home on the evening train the day she 
was to have received the habit. 

At t1 e convent our young heroine 
waB greatly miaaed.and mam were the 
conjectures as to why she had left-
Am ong her companions the truth re
mained a secret. At her own home 
there was great rejoicing by all except
ing Aunt Nellie, who, while she had 
missed ber niece, had been glad to 
see her give herself up to God. 

"It is no more than I expected," 
said Mrs. Daton, "and I hope my 
daughter will now know enough to 
appreciate her home and friends until 
she has a husband to take her to a 
home of her own." 

CHAPTER IX 
"No more than might have been 

expected, "was the verdict not only 
of Mrs. Daton, but many of her friends, 
and Cecelia, who was looked upon as 
having taken one foolish step in life 
which she had wisely regretted ere it 
was too late, was gladly welcomed back 
to her place in society .Many invitations 
to attend social gatherings poured in 
upon her as soon as it was known that 
she was home to stay, and to please 
the members of her own household she 
had to accept them with good grace 
and go in spite of her own wishes. 

It is almost needless to aay that 
Cecelia was far more unhappy now 
then she had ever been at home before. 
She fully appreciated the lore of her 
own and all that was done for her, but 
having tasted the joys of a far purer, 
holier life which is to the true reli
gious only a beginning of the bliss to 
be enjoyed throughout a happy etern
ity, she found it hard to be content 
with her present life. The first night 
spent at home a dread homesickness 
took poseession of her, and she would 
gladly have sacrificed everything the 
world could have offered to be back 
again in the poor little room where 
there was none of tbe glitter and 
luxury that surrounded her here. 

' 'Too late, too late,' 'seemed to sound 
in her ears, and she wept bitterly until 
sleep came to her release. 

1 hen when she was forced to go out 
in company she knew that she was be

ing stared at by many and pointed 
out to strangers as one who had left 
the convent, and she felt it keenly ;but 
this humiliation was nothing compared 
to the remorse burning in her heart 
After spending six months at home, 
during which she had kept up corres
pondence with the Sisters, she wrote 
and begged to be taken back, waiting 
impatiently for the answer, which was 
long delayed, and when it did come, 
she was refused admission on the 
ground that she evidently had no vo
cation. The letter was kindly written, 
but brief and to tbe point which was 
not wholly pleasing to her. 

To increase the trouble, in her mind 
was a continual remembrance of Allyn 
St Clair and the scene in the cemetery. 
She yearned to know what had be
come ot him, but earnestly prayed 
that he might never again cross her 
path. Her prayer was answered, for 
it was several years ere she heard of 
him again. In the winter the Clintons 
came to the city, but he was not with 
them. The manager, who called upon 
her as an act of courtesy, stated that 
St. Clair had left the company several 
months before on the death of his 
mother, promising soon to return, bat 
he had failed to do so and could not 
be found. Even his most intimate 
friends at home only knew that a few 
weeks after his mother died he had 
made a public sale of hit household 
goods and went away, 

Maurice Carroll, who had accumlat-
ed quite a fortune of hie own in buying 
and selling Western land, was now 
home to remain, and no more welcome 
visitor than he was entertained in 
Inniafallen. In Cecelia's presence 
Mrs. Daton now never referred to the 
hope she had entertained of making 
Maurice her son-in-law, and as he ap
peared to be a friend of tbe family 
rather than of herself in particular, 
Cecelia saw no reason for not trying 
to make the hours spent at her home 
pleasant, her only precaution being 
never to remain alone with him. On 
two or three occasions when he had 
invited Cecelia and Agnes to attend 
the theatre with him Cecelia had ac
cepted and bad also permitted him to 
be her escort to supper at a few parties 
thinking no more of the matter than 
she would of going with a relative. 

One evening just before Christmas 
Cecelia was alone with her grand
mother, the other ladies having gone 
out to attend a lecture, when Mr. Car
roll was announced. Cecelia asked 
the old lady to accompany her to the 
parlor, but, thinking that the young 
people could get along better without 
her. she declined. 

"Please do come down, grandma," 
Bhe said, "for I feel very dull to-night 
and cannot entertain him alone." 

Mrs. Daton smiled, thinking how 
different Cecelia was from most young 
ladies to whom the presence of an 
elderly person is usually a bore when 
their gentlemen friends call :"but, then, 
Cecelia never was like other girls," 
and the old lady promised to be down 
in a few minutes, a promise which 
she regretted as soon as the young 
girl was gone. After patting a few 
touches to her somewhat disordered 
toilette, she sat down for half an hour, 
then went to keep her promise, feeling 
that she was about to intrude. As 
she neared the door she heard Mau
rice' s voice in low earnest tones, but 
could not understand a word. Very 
cautiously she advanced until she 
stood half concealed behind the por
tieres banging over the opening lead
ing to the hall ;then she beheld a sight 
which caused her to smile and glide 
noiselessly back to her room, thankful 
that she had shown wisdom enough 
not to go to the parlor with Cecelia. 

Finding himself at last alone with 
her whom he loved, Maurice would 
not let this golden opportunity pass 
without seeking some return for tbe 
affection so long entertained in silence. 
Drawing his chair close he made his 
avowal, to which she was obliged to 
listen, when she would gladly hare 
flown from the room. Her eyes were 
fixed upon the carpet and she never 
once raised them, while her heart beat 
violently. It was at this point grand
mother looked in and retreated so well 
satisfied. 

"Now,Ceoelia,',be said,in conclusion 
"can you not give me the love for 
which I have waited so long and 
promise to become my wife?" 

"As a friend I have alwajs esteem
ed and respected you, but I cannot 
marry you." 

"Surely you cannot mean it, Cece
lia!" 

"I do mean it, Mr. Carroll. I am 
not one to say one thing and mean an
other." 

" Yon are very cruel; but perhaps 
you think that one who has failed in 
an effort to become a nun has no right 
to marry." 

"Such things may appear a little 

strange to those who do not under
stand. I see no serious objection to 
such a person afterwards marrying if 
she feels that she ie called to it by God. 
I am not afraid to speak plainly to 
you of the matter, for I feel that one 
of your education can understand." 

"I think, Cecelia, that I compre
hend your meaning, and you would 
have me understand that you have no 
objection to me, but you feel that yoa 
are not called by God to marriage." 

"Exactly so," she said. 
"Cecelia, if I could be convinced of 

this, much aa I have loved you, I 
would be content to give you up. But 
I fear you do not know your own 
mini. Would it not be better to wait 
a little longer before you say the final 
•No* which both of us might regret all 
through life?" 

"My decision is fioal. I cannot 
change it." 

" Perhaps, " he said, "I may have 
been a little hasty in asking you to 
promise to marry me so soon after your 
leaving the convent-" 

"I have been outside long enough 
now to be able to decide, and I feel 
that if there could be any change in 
me it would have come before this.' 

He saw that she was immovable 
this evening and decided to bide his 
time, allowing her opportunity to for 
get the days spent in the convent. On 
one thing he was resolved, and that 
was to speak to her father on the sub 
jeot without delay 

••Cecelia," he said "you have tried 
to discourage my love, but I tell you 
frankly that I cannot be so easily per
suaded to give up all hope." 

"How early Mr-Carroll has gone," 
safd grandma, who went to meet Cece
lia aa she came up stairs. Mrs. Daton 
was a little disappointed at the absence 
of the happy expression she had ex 
pected to nod on Cecelia's face. 

"Yes, grandma,it is quite early,bot 

Jrou oould not expect him to remain 
ate when there was no one to enter 

tain him but myself?" 
"And are you not enough to help 

him spend a pleasant evening?" 
Cecelia only smiled and said 

"Grandma, why did you not ocms 
down to the parlor, as you promised?" 

'' Because I thought young people 
would be happier without an old wo
man like me.'' 

" If I had not really wanted you, 
grandma, I should not have invited 
you down," 

"Our guests are to be considered as 
well as ourselves," she said, with a 
meaning smile. Grandmother was 
curious to know if there was any 
signficance in what she had witnessed, 
but she did not wish Cecelia to know 
that she had been so near and 
back to her room. 

Acting upon his resolution, Mr. Car
roll called on Mr. Daton and was 
pleased to learn that he was held in 
the highest esteem by the family, who 
would most gladly welcome him to 
their home as one of their members. 
He promised to do all in his power to 
win Cecelia's consent to the marriage. 

"Do you think you can change 
her?" asked the ardjnt lover. 

"I think I can," said Mr. Daton, 
"for Cecelia has ever been a good, 
dutiful daughter,and when she knows 
her father wishes her to m a m you I 
think yoa will not and it hard to win 
her." 

•Thank you with all my heart," 
said the young man, "and when we 
are mamed I shall feel that I am 
doubly blessed in having so good a 
father-in-law as well as the loveliest 
of wives." 

" Cecelia, " said Mr. Daton that 
evening, when alone with his wife and 
daughter in the parlor, "Maurice Car
roll spoke to me today concerning 
you." 

Mrs. Daton, smiled her approval, 
while Cecelia blushed deeply without 
replying. 

" Ah, * he continued, " you rightly 
suspect what he came to tell me that 
he has offered my daughter the great 
honor of becoming a wife." 

"And be'told yon, too, no dovbt, 
that I declined the honor." 

"He did, but I respect my daughter 
none the less for the maiden deueaey 
she exhibited in not being too hasty 
in accepting an offer of marriage." 

'•Cecelia, is it tone tint Maurice 
Carroll asked you to many him?" 

"Yes, mother, he did." 
"And why did yon not tell me* 

you own mother?" <i 
"Because I was certain that much 

as I love and trust my dear mother 
she would only cause me great sorrow 
by insisting upon a marriage I cannot 
enter into." 

''Cecelia, what have you against 
Maurice Carroll? He is a man who 
would make a good husband for any 
young woman," said her father. 

gone 
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NON-CATHOLIO 
MtSSIOM 

t ATHER. DOYUt TELLS OT THE 
TRIALS AND TROUBLES OT 

THOSE WHO ENTER OUR 
FAITH. 

There are wry few who come to 
the church by conversion, who have 
not some bitter trials to undergo. A 
minister who had been received into 
the church iu England a few yean 
ago recently informed me, that his 
wife keeps up a bitter opposition. She 
threatens to steal away the obildren 
and send them to her folks in Eng
land, and latterly sbe is devising ways 
and means of having me declared 
inr-ae, so that my ohsrge of the 
children may be destroyed, and my 
influence over then may be weakeued. 

A story came from Los Angelos. A 
yoang lady of good family and some 
social distinction, after due instruction 
was received iu'o the churoh at a 
mission by tbe Pauliatg Fathers. 
Though the young lady was of age, 
yet, nevertheless, she sought and secur
ed the consent of her mother. Her 
father was so bitterly opposed to the 
step, that she knew it was useless to 
consult him in the matter at all 

While she made no oonoealautnt of 
her reception into the ohurob, yet, she 
did not go out of her way to inform 
him of it, because she knew it would 

^cause a scene. Her conversion finally 
came to his knowledge. One morning 
at the breakfast she found under Iter 
plate a statement from her father as 
follows: "I have my will made, under 
which you are a beneficiary to the ex
tent of 160,000. If you will renounce 
the Catholic Church, it will stand. If 
you do not by this day week,it will be 
so modified, that at my death you will 
be homeless and penniless.'' It was a 
great trisl to subject one to. 

The step to the church had not been 
made thoughtlessly. The young con
vert was mindfuliof the-oooaequMoei, 
and the sudden precipitation of the 
calamity did not shake her steadfast 
purpose. When the appointed! time 
came around, the gave her father a 
quite determined answer. "JFather," 
said she, "my soul is worth more than 
$50,000, I would not do what you 
ssk for all the wealth of tbe world." 

"While I was giving some n o * 
Catholic missions in a Western State" 
said a missionary of our acquaintance, 
"I received a long letter from a y 
lady, a school teacher in a small 
country town. She said sbe was 
deeply interested in the Catholic 
Churoh, but much troubled about oer> 
tain objections, which sbe had been 
anxiously studing for over a year. 
Sbe then gave a list of her dinlpulties, 
adding that there was no priest in her 
town end very few Catholics, none 
whom she could consult. I prepared, 
carefully/an elaborate answer to her 
objection and mailed i t Bat her real? 
which came immediately, surprised 
me. Sbe said that the moment she 
had mailed ber first letter to me she 
felt ashamed of herself, for she then 
perceived plainly that her diflculUei 
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had gone at once to a,. 
town, called on tip perish 
placed herself under instruction. 

Then bar troubles began, or rather 
thickened, for she had enoountered 
bitter opposition all along. Her par
ents insisted that she should waft till. - _ 5 . _ _ 
she vras of age, for she lackedajr^earl^T.SssUr^JC. 
of being her own mistress. Tbey 
brought against her the village minit-
ter, bat she assured me that sbe bad 
vanquished them all. At but she 
was received into the church, and 
God granted her the usual consolations . , 
and spiritual joyi of newly received |*rd 
con w t v perhaps even more. And 
certainly bet fortitude was specially 
rewarded, when, afUr years of waiting 
her awl was stirred with <^'s .«0 i to 
a life of prayer, seolusioa and ckaaU, 
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