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Synopsis of Previous Chapterd.

Chapter I-Edward Daton, of America, while
visiting in Ireland.falls inlovewith Agnes Con-
lin. a poor Catholic girl Thomas Coulin, Agnes
cousin. who 18 soon to be ordatined a priest notices
a serpent ring on her finger and when tolditis
her engagement nng he tries to persuade her
pot to marry this Protestant stranger. She,
however, reiuses and 18 marned by the oid
parish priest after which they depan for the
strangers beautiful homein Boston Chapter 11—
Thomas Coniin 1s ordained and comes of Amer-
ica asa mussionary and arrives at his cousin's
home There he learus that while his cousin
has wealth and luxury she wasnot happy Her
husband had sclected a aircle in which she was
to move and as 1t was strictly Protestant he
satd that she might give up her superstitions
and become a member of his church  He would

ot even allow her to attend a Catholic church.
gbe would no. gratity him howeverand when
Father Conlin arrnived she imsisted that he hear
her confession and baptize her little baby son,
who bhad just been bern  Father Conlin §oes
away with his secret  Agnes dies a week alter,
Mr Daton marries again, a rich Protestant
woman, and his son 1s brought up a Protestant
When Hdward 1s c1ght years old his father dies.
Chapter 111 and VI—Cecelia () Kane an orphan,
who lives with her sister Nellie, is engaged by
Mrs Dat nascompanion Herstep-sun, Kdward
falls tn luve with this Catholic art, Lecelia, and
marnes her against the wishes of his sch-
mother Chapter V—Cecelia 1s married eight
years and has three children all of whom die
and she and Mr Daton are leftchildless  Chap-
ter Vi--Aftera lapse of seven and u half years
we find Mr and Mrs Daton again happy with a
daughter, Cecelia, who 1s about to celebrate
her seventh birthday Chapter V1i—The hus-
band. of Nelhe O Kane now Mrs Cullen, dies
and she is left a widow with one chid, Agnes,
Mrs Daton adopts her mece and brings herup
with her own daughter Chagpter Viiland IX -
Cecells and Agues are sent toa convent school.
The grandmother 1s very much opposed to this
and reproaches her daughter-in-law  Chapter
X-—Mr Daton is suddan taken sick and Cece
lia is called home [tom -c{\uul Chapter Xland
XI11—Cecelia and Agnes graduate and a grand
reception is given them Mrs Cullen while at
her sister's home tttakenill Cecelia and her
grandmother have a dispute over religion.
Chapter Xill—-Mrs Cullen recovers and remains
at Daton's home. Chapter XIV--Cecelia tells
her mother that she intendsentering thecon-
vent and becoming a nun  After a dispute she
promiscs to remain at home one moge year
Chapter X V—Cecvelia and her grandmother are
visiting 1n a distant city when a terrible fire
breaks out.making many homeless. Chapter
XVI—Cecelia visits the prisoner, Charles Coon,
who started the fBre Chapter xVIl—Grand-
mother Daton tells her grand-daughter that
she has been convinced that the Catholic church
is the only and true church and Mrs. Daton be-
comes a convert Chapter xVIII—Mr Datonis
in fear of losing all he has and Cecelia goeson
the stage

Part Second—Chapter 1 Allyn St Clair, an
1nfidel, meets Cecelia and {alls tn love with her.
Chapter IT -Allyn St Clair acadently finds a
book belonging to Cecelia entitled “FHollowin
of Christ”" He reads 1t and becomes interested.
Chapter 111—Allyn and the manager attend the
services at the Catholic Cathedri! where Cecelia
sings. Chapter VI—Allyn acks Cecella to marry
him and she refuses. Chapter V—Mrs Culien
discovers that Charles Coon. acriminal, is her
long lost brother.

{Continued from last week.)
PART SECOND.

CHAPTER VIL

“There is little danger of that, Cece-
lia. He is expected home soon to re-
main.’’

“You know not what might happen
to recall him or how long he might be
detained, and in that case would it
not be hard for you to part with me?’

“ We would certainly miss you
greatly, Cecelia; but & woman’s place
18 with her husband, and we should
have to make the sacrifice.”’

-*You will not be called upon to do
that, mother, for, as I told you, I am
resolved not to marry. But if you
can give me up to go faraway with a
man, why not give me up to God?”’

*‘Cecelisa, this is very distasteful to
me and I wish to hear no more of it,”
said her mother, and the girl knew
that for the present the matter must
not be again referred to.. It saddened
her heart to know that her mother's
words to-day had differed little from
what had been spoken a year ago.
How earnestly she had prayed during
that year that her mother’s heart
might be changed, but, alas! there
seemed to be no hope.

*No hope! Is there anything more
crushing to human nature than this,
and could Cecelia be blamed if for the
time she was deeply dejected by her
bitter disappointment? *“No hope,”
she thought, *‘for happiness in this
life, for where can happiness be found
when we hear a voice within us con-
stantly warning us that we are not in
our proper place and God wants us
elsewhere?’’ Such a feeling cannot fail
to bring with it intense mental agony,
for it is too apt to suggest the awful
thought of no hope for eternity.

Such was the bitter struggle Cecelia

underwent after leaving her mother,
and she was too saddened to have
recourse even to prayer. She thought
of her confessor as ome who might
offer some words of conmsolation and
quiet her aching heart, but on going
to find him she was informed that he
had just departed on a visit which
imight last for a month. There was
no one who could help her; at home
the shadows despened daily, and for
the sake of the loved ones who could
pever understand her wmuffering she
must ever wear a smiling face. Nearly
four weeks passed thus, and then, just
as she was counting the days ere her
confeesor would return,she was obliged
to accompany her mother and Agnes
on a six weeks’ visit to a fashionable
summer reeort many miles from any
Catholic church.

lover of pleasure the place was little
short of an earthly paradise. Agnes
was very happy, for it was the kind
of life she always enjoyed. To her
credit, however, let it be said that she
missed the happy privilege of attend-
ing Mass, and with Cecelia spent two
or three hours each Sunday in pious
reading and prayer. Mrs. Daton
langhed at the girls for this, but so
long as she saw them admired and
their company sought by the best of
people she did not interfere. She
would have been far better pleased
bad Cecelia shown more appreciation
of the attention she was receiving, and
she would have been most happy could
she have recalled to her daughter’s
face the bright, winning emile she had
worn; but Cecelia seldom smiled now,
and strangers who looked at her sweet
sad face suspected some secret sorrow.
Dame Grundy, who knows everybody’s
secrets better than the individuals
themsel ves, whispered that it was prob-
ably a disappointment in love. The
report came back to Cecelia’s ears,
causing her new and bitter pain.

On her return home Cecelia hasten-
ed once more to the ehurch to lay her
troubles before him in whom she had
been accustomed to confide and found
that he had returned when expected,
just after her departure from home,
but was now in charge of a parish
which had been given him in the most
distant part of the diocese. She has-
tened to write to him, asking his
counsel, and day after day for weeks
she waited and watched for a reply
which never came. At last, impatient
with waiting amid the trials which
were daily becoming more bitter as
the winter season of social gaities ap-
proached, sbe sought counsel from a
stranger, [ nfortudately, in her in-
creasing anxieties prayer had been
too much neglected, so that now the
good father found her in a state of
nervous impatience, and could only
advise her to pray earnestly and
patiently await the designs of God's
providence.

Cecelin was dissatisfied, but kneeling
before the altar she tried to pray and
make herself believe that she had been
advised for the best. But the tempter
stood before her and told her that she
had waited long enough and had been
foolish in asking advice of a stranger
who understood not the temptations
that surrounded her. She left the
church with a firm resolution toact at
once upon the impulse of what ghe be-
lieved was right.

Two days later Cecelia was nformed
by her father that Allyn 8t.Clair had
called on him in the interest of tbe
Clinton’s to engage her for another
year, and he had invited him to take
dinner with them.

““Allyn 8t. Clair,”’ said Cecelis,
‘‘coming here to dioner! I did not
think that you would invite a stranger.
Does mother know it?"’

‘‘B8he does, and is pleased to be
honored with his company. As for
his being a stranger, Cecelia,I thought
be was a friend of yours and that youn
would be glad to have him entertained
at your home.”’

‘‘Bince you have been kind enough
to invite him, father, I suppose I must
try to meake the best of it; but you
must do your part in entertaining
him."”

‘*Cecelia, I would never haveinvited
him had I suspected that his presence
would be distasteful to you, but if I
am any judge of character,] have met
few gentlemen in whose company I
would be more willing to trust my
daughter.”’

““Mr.St.Clair is,as far as I know,all
that you believe him to be,but I shall
be frank and eay that I have no desire
to keep up any of the friendships
made during last year's work. But
you spoke of his wishing to engage

me for another season. What answer
0?3

did you give?
““None, Cecelia; I have left that
wholly to yourself to decide.”’

‘“And you know what my decision
will be?”’ :

““To remain at home, I suppose.
You may de as you wish,and you may
be pleased to know that I do not need
your help, as I did last year. The
prospects are growing brighter and I
believe that ere long my diffculties
will all be settied.”

‘I am very glad to her that father,
and
never again appear in public.”’

" Allyn 8t. Clair was greatly disap-
pointed on hearing Cecelia’s decision,
first, because he had hoped that travel-
ing with her might be some chance of
winning her,and, secondly, because he
knew that she who had won man
new laurels for the company last year
would help them continue on the road
to fame. He informed her that the
manager had told him that money

For the gay women of fashion and

I aseure you now that I shall|d

mingled with her tears, conquered, and
in less than a week, much to the dis-
pleasure of our heroine, the fact that
Cecalia Daton was soon to go to New
York
Y by which she had been -educated was
told and talked of by all her friends
and many
ﬁz:nds.
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was no object and he was to secure|learn i had s vaialy tried to

remained firm in her determination,
notwithstanding that,her mother and
grandmother, both fally won to his
cause, tried to persuade her to acoept
the offer. Cecelia, who strongly sus-
pected his own personal motive up-
known to the others, was very careful
not to be alone with him, and felt
relieved when her father took him to
his own room for an hour’ssmoke and
conversation after dinner. But on
taking his departure he found occasion
to speak to her.

““You say your decision to remain
at home is final?"’

It is,”’ said Cecelia.

“I am very sorry, and I know it
will be a great d sappointment to Mr.
Karsten as well as to me.’”’

““I do not like to disappoint any
one, but it cannot be helped.’’ :

He held her hand firmly in his and
looked at her with an expreesion
which caused her to drop her eyes and
feel like tearing herself away.

“Miss Daton,”” he said, *‘may I
have the pleasure of your correspond-
ence?’

*‘No,” she said, in & firm but not
unkind tone-

* Good-bye, then, and always re-
member that if you are ever in need
of a friend Allyn 8t. Clair is at your
service.’’

His manner was extremely sad and
she remembered it for many a day
with & feeling of deep sympathy, but
she showed no sign as she thanked
him and said good-bye.

‘‘Cecelia,”” said Mra. Daton after
be had gon3, ““I am very much disap
pointed in you."”

*‘Why, mother?"’

‘‘Because you will persist in casting

aside every advantage offered for your
own welfare. It is no small honor (o
be associated with such a company as
the Clintons, and when you have s
chance to make yourself famous you
should not treat it with contempt.”’
‘‘Mother, I have seen enough of
public life. You speak of fame as
snmething very essential to happiness.
The glitter of it might please us for
a time, but how soon it will be all
over! And when we are dead what
will it avail us that we bave been
honored for & few years in this world?"’
“‘Cecelia, I do wigh you would give
up your foolish ideas and try to be
like other young ladies,’’
“Mother, I cannot be other from
what I am, and I may as well tell you
that I cannot remain longer outside
the convent. I feel too strongly that
my place is there and I am going.”’’

“No, you are not, if there is an
power to prevent it,’’
“I must, mother.
soon, too.”’

‘‘Cecelis,"’ said her mother, sadly,
‘‘how can you be s0 cruel when you
know how much we love you and how
we want you here?”’

“Mxy first duty I owe to God. I
am going.”’
“What order do
entering, Cecelia.”
*‘The Bisters of Charity,”’
‘‘And spend your life in the hospital
doing the hard work of caring for the
sick and exposing yourself to every
kind of loathsome disease after being
80 delicately brought up as you bave?’
“‘Caring for the sick, mother, is &
neble work, and one which has God’s
greatest blessing.”’
“It is no fit work for you, my girl,
and you could never do it."’
“I can do it as well as others, and
if God calls me to the work He will
give me strength,’’
“If you will persist in your mad
course and go to the convent in spite
of all we may say, why not enter the
order where you were educated? It
is far more suited to you.”
“Why that in perference to the
Bisters of Charity?’’
“Because you meet a better class of
people. In the work of refined educa-
tion you are brought more in contact
with those of your own class, while
the Sisters of Charity have more work
among the poor.”’
*‘They are thus doing God’s noblest
work and I do not shrink from it,’’
“Leave it for those of their own
clase and sbow enough sppreciation of
the many advantages we have given
you to allow your mother to choose
for you in this.”’

Cecelia had no intention whatever of|
eparting from the choice she had
made, but her mother’s entreaties,
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CHAPTER VIII.

was almost u
feast of Our £

celving the habit of
entering on her novitiste.

then be able w0
should.

oar than |last.

her travels in the spring,
continued to be bright and cheerful,

be entirely reconciled to her absence,
for everywhere might be found re-
minders of Cecelia and nothing could
take the place of her aweet face. In
this it waw the same at home as it had
been to the man in the lonely prison
cell who bad watched for her coming
Early in May they recieved an in-
vitation to her reception of the habit,

which was to take place in the pre-

sence of only the members of the
community and & few near relatives
of the candidates. .

Cecelia had at firat felt & little re-
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she now harbored no doubt
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8he did not know that her own mother
bad started the report while looking
for sympathy among some friends at

with the publicity al-
ready forced npon her daughter at a
. wished to be alone and
unnotioed in order to give more time |
and thought to the great act she was |
about to perform, Mrs. Daton set to
work to prepare a grand farewsll
reception, to take place on the very
eve of Cecelia’s departure Against
this Mre. Cullen strongly protes-ed,
begging her sister to allow Ueoelia to
g0 away quietly, as she should, but
Agnes and grandmother, who were no
less opposed to the girl's choice than
Mrs. Daton herself, fully agreed that
the reception would be the proper

On the day of the reception Cecelia
dined with the family as usual, but it
was noticed that she was very nervous
and ate but little; then she went to
her own room for & time, after which
was
thought of her until late in the afler-
noon. Then it was Agnes who went
to her room and found a note bidding
them all good-bye and stating that
she had taken the 8 o'clock train for

angry and would have followed, but
it war too late now to recall the one
who was gone, and after all ber work
she must submit to the humiliation of
her daughter’s absence this evening.
Meeting her husband as she left Cooe-
lia’s room, she banded him the letter
and gave fall vent to her feelings in
words that were anything but pleasant.

“‘Poor little Cecelin,” he said; *'it is
too bad she went away as she did, but

He never told that his darling had
stopped in his office on her way to the
degot and spent half an hour before
bidding him & loving farewell, The
bappy smile on ber face as she talked
of the life she was about to enter
parting
him o
promise to become a member of her

Like a bright sunshiny day that
knows no cloud passed the six months
of Cecelin’s postulate, Now har time
and she awaited the
ord’s Ascension, when
-|she would have the h:lll)p'meu of re-

e order and
At home
it had been prophesied that she would
not persevere in the order, that when
she found how much hard work was
to be done she would gladly retarn to
her father's house, which she would
sppreciate as she

It was surprising to see how much
more she was mised at home this
Then each week
rought with it some plessing story of
fame and applause being won, but her
victories now were of & far different
nature;they were recorded only on the
book of lifs, and no echo of them
came back in flattering accents, Then
they were expecting her home from
but now they
foolishly thought that almost any day
might bring ber home. As her Jetters

stating how very happy she was? they
began to give up hope, but could not

sed away]
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