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Synopsis of Previous Chapters.
Chapter L-Edward Daton, of America,
while visiting in Ireland, falls in love
with Agnes Cenlin, a poor ,Catho_hc
girl. Thomas Conlin, Agnes cousin,
who is soon to be ordained & priest
notices a serpent ring on her finger and
when told it s her engagement ring he
tries to persuade her not to IMAITY this
Protestant stranger. She, however, re-
fuses and is married by the old parish
priest after which they depart for the
strangers beautiful home In Bos_t;o:;(i
Chapter 11.-Thomsas Conlin is ordain
and comes to America as 8 m’isslonary

he learns that while his cousin
'lf::r:vealth and luxury she was umot
happy. Her husband had selected &
circle in which she was to move and as
it was strictly Protestant he said ths;
she might give up her superstitions an
become a member of his church. He
would not even allow her to sttend &
Catholic church. She would not gfamgy
bim however and when Father Conlin
arrived she insisted thut he hear her
confession and baptize her little baby
gon, who had just been born. Fat_hgf
Conlin goes away with hissecret. Agnes
diest & week after. Mr. Daton marries
again, a rich Protestant yoman, and his
son is brought up & Protestant. When
Edward is eight years old his father
dies. Chapter II1 and 1V.—Cecelia
O’Kans, an orphan, who lives with her
gister Nellie, is engaged by Mrs. Daton
as companion. Her step-on, Edward,
falls in love with this Catholic girl,
Cecelia, and marries her a.gamst the
wishes of his step-mother. hapter v.
Cecelia is married eight years and has
three children all of whom die a‘.nd ghe
Mr. Daton are- left childless Chapter
VL After a laspe of seven and a half
years we find Mr. and Mrs ‘Dat_on
again happy with & daughter, Cecelia,
who is about to celebrate her seventh
birthday. Chapter ViI—The husband
of Nellie O'Kane, now Mrs. Cullen, dies
and she is left a widow with one child,
Agnes, Mrs. Daton adopts ber niece and
brings her up with her own daughter.
Chapter VIII and IX~Cecelia and Agnes
aresent to a convent school. The grandé
motheris very much opposed to this an
reproaches her daughter-in-law.Chapter
X-Mr. Daton is suddenly taken- sick
and Cecelia is called home from school.
Chapter XII. Cecelia and Agnes gradu-
ate and a grand reception is given them.
Mrs. Cullen while at her sisters home
is taken ill. Cecelia and hqr.grand-
mother have & dispute over religion.

(Continued from last week.)
PART FIRST.

CHAPTER XIIL

Cecelia stared blankly at her grand-
mother who was smiling upon her,
and she felt herself growiug cold; then
the blood seemed to rise in burning
torrents to her head. Not a sound
was to be heard except the heavy
throbbing of her own heart, which she
almost felt reached the ear of her
grandmother.  Her mind had flown
suddenlv back to the hour when,kneel-
ing in the convent chapel, she had
made a promise which she felt had
been registered on high. True the
conditions had not all been fulfilled,
bas she had not given up hope and
she fully intended with Gods grace
to keep the compact. -Suddenly with
her grandmother's words it dawned
upon her that, perhaps, after al}, .she
had done wrong in even permitting
herself to appear in public as a woman
of fashion. At length she managed
to say:

«Grandma, I never suspected such
s thing.e Please explain what you
mean?’’

«.]. mean, Cecelia, that Maurice
Carroll is in love with you.”’

‘It cannot be, grandma; it cannot
be.”

«“‘Why not, Cecelia? I see no reason
why you should object to him. And
as far as family connections and
position are concerned we know him

‘to be fally your equal in “ﬁmt of

virtue, too, which I am glad to know
is am important factor with you, he is
eonmdered without a fault, and ldstly
he is of your own religion.”’
«1 know sll that, grandma, and
there is no young man whom I would
t more, but—,” and her head
dropped in silence.”’
B ‘But what, Cecelia? Can you not
trust your grandmother, who loves

yom snd thinks enly of your happiness,

with your reason.”’
«¢] do not wish to marry, grandma,

. and I do not like to hesr such & thing

e

talked of in my presence. I never
téd that he thought of it; if I
thomght he did I should almost feel
shat I never wishod to meet him again,
10 please do not talk of it to me.”
Cecelin’s eyes were filled with texrs
sad her grandmother looked half

smilingly ; half pitingly at her.Such’’

Iy up in the convent. Ii wo

she thought is the result of bnng:ﬁ
gur gith -
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.} years hence, and now [ want you to

for her had she | shurdl

return from school. Never before had | lafl in June fit w ity nesy sbe Funi

4 sho mentioned to him the promise she|coast, whera be was: to take chi
% bad made in offering herselfto God as|for an indefinite length of tinve
a sacrifice for her father’s conversion;|lsrge business house oonnecied will

neither had she told him of her dread | his father’s entate, apd fir some rea
been kept at home, where she could jof entering upon the life of a society | 901, which even shr bersalf could wot|
bave seen more of the world, but-she { woman; but in perfect confidenos she|fully undenstsud, Cecelis had: flt]

is young very young, and she may |opened her heart to him naw, telling | relieved when she knew tuat ‘inﬁf S

s00n outgrow this. Perhaps, after 1), | him all, and asking his advice, rendy| miles 0l land separated them, Hebhsd} "
I did wrong in mentioning such & |at his command to leave all and return| bade her good-bye as an crdinary| -
thing to her, who in many waya is|to the convent. friend, snd sinos hia departure she had |-
more like an innocent child _ As » tender father he listened, | veceived two l%hn from bim; but}
“Cecelia, I understand.’” she ssid { understanding her even better than|they had been fere friendly letters,
to her, ‘“and I hope you will forgive | she suepected, for he had long known! fall of notes of his tzavels; and abe
me if I have done wrong in speaking | the family and scented the bitter triala| had answered both. In the Inet be
thus to you. You are, indeed, far too | that probably awaited her. . But he|statad thut he hoped to bs home ina
young to think of tying yourself down { was fully convinced of her strength|few weeks, but in the present atate of
to the duties of a married women. | to bear them until the hour of her|busivess affiirs the time of his return
There will be time enongh five or ten | reward came. This decision carefally| was very uncertain,
givez, came in & few words—Not to| For vearly an hour Ceoelin had mt}|
be too husty about leaving the world, | alone in her quite, shady bower, fead. |
but in obedience to her parent's wishes| ing & book at first, hut it had fallen}
to continue upon the lifa upon whioh|from her hands, and ahe was now}
she had entered, heeding not the| gasing vacantly juto ap nking | guntiné Coxrl
opinions of others, and not to ignore| deeply of the past sud;the: futare, 'gork,' od
the friendship of him whom she would | Not the immediste puat;owit l?? night at his
avoid. Above all, she was to continue| hours, but thome other:dlill to which} Teu minnten I
faithfally in her religicus daties, and| her young heart oft rol. -hoame
if God wanted her in the convent Hej And the future—w
would lead her safely back in His own|of sacrifios for Chel
good time. mattered not to he Ny
Years ago Agnes Daton had looked | conditions of her fatherfERE not been  hoan arranm
sround ‘the grand mansion she had| fulfilled. Her father WK -ecovoredibed Tueday smd
named after the castle of Innisfallen, | and wasstill liviog iv perfeok health; et 2 dhiott. BAns,
and which to many & young woman|thst was half;and foe the pit-‘—hi.l ‘have bwo, moie '
like herself would have been a perfect| oonvenion, it might yet e’ brought § od than s dakli
paradise of earthly blis.  But to her| about, and perbapa i the convent she } djmase had gous.
its beauty had all faded, for she pined | could pray for him hetter than .here, §olsar and bhe wan
to go back to another home, which| where she was surrrunded by-so mavy { It [ﬁu.&hﬁ‘&hiﬁ’m&hm

enjoy your freedom while you can.
When you are older and have seen
more of the world you will feel differ-
ently.”

. Mrs. Daton meant kindly in speak-
ing thus and Ceocelis did not undeceive
her, though her words had givena
keener sting to the arrow plunged
into her tender heart and she was glad
of an excuse to leave the room ina
short time.

Young a8 she was, and surrounded
by luxuries, Cecelia was already
learning well the suffuring in silence.
A crown of roses had been on her fair
brow, but deeply hidden beneath the
delicate petals were many crael thorns.
fhe air in the house was stifling
to her and her head throbbed with a

o JIt} ,
st thelbet day.sin

vburning pain, fo taking from the|had once beem her pemceful abode. |temptations, She was now Srmlyigud all teaos of: priey
kitchen & shawl belonging to one of | The boon had been (f::iad her, and | resolved to delay nolonger. -~ - lappemred. Thea wesk
the servants she stepped outside. |ghe had died of a broken heart. God CHAPTER XVI. tinned, bat we h

There was but littlesnow on the ground
and the sun was shining but the air
was cold and frosty. Her mind turned
toward the Grotto of Lourdes, which
sho had not visited fur several weeks
and she hastened to it now. Icicles
of different lengths bung in a preity
fringe at the entrance and the sun
shining upon them imparted to them
all the luase of the rainbow.
“Howbexutiful are the things of
nature,” thonght Cecelia, ¢‘f«r more
beautiful ' than anything art can
invent.”” .,

Heeding not the cold, she knelt on
the frozen ground and prayed earneetly
to her Mother in Hes 'en, asking her
to intercede for her, as she had done
on the evening of her first reception.
The cold marble features seemed to
smile back upon her, bidding her
keep up her courage, but the figure
had no power to speak and she wanted
words of consolation now from one
who could understand and sympathize.
Her p.ayer finished, she made the
sign of the cross, bent over and kissed
the feet of the statue, then returned to
the house fully unconscious that she
had been watched by two persons.
Grandmother had seen it all, and had
this happened some time before she
would have been strongly tempted to
accuse her favorite of idolatry, but
Cecelia had given her such full ex-
planations that she knew bettgr and
she could not help admiring her sim-
ple faith in the"Queen of Heaven, but
still she was firml
shyness of youth
cansed the girl to be so._opposed to

bad given her wealth, sod gay,| That evening Cecelin sought herjstrength, -
fashionable friends in abundance, bus, { mother mpd tned to. tell her desire, ffavorable
instead of satisfying the hunger of her :

lovely heart, they had served to prove

but the woman of the world l(q&h’odi had,
at her Yor her *foolishness;’ ‘then, {about him-
to her the emptiness of all eartbly| when sho saw that her daughter-wan}:. ‘‘Destk s
things to the soul that has onoe known | firmly set on going, she strongly pro- of o
and bas not forgotien the meaning of | tated against such = atep, puiti
the true love of God. Suchs one cnu{forth ail sortsof objections. . - ... 7§
easily understand the meaning of thej <*Mother,’’ said the girl; “!it.is.of
sublime words of Solomon, ‘‘Vanity}no use;l havessenall thatX wish-tome{ 1
of vanities; all is vanity." « f the world of fashion aud I long to{Arch

Such were the feelings of her only | be away fromit.™ =~ "
grandchild at the close of her firat] ¢Child you spsak more like an
year out of school. Each bad spent|experienced woman than s girl just
one season as & woman of the world, { year out of school.. Whas onn you
giving and attending many s grandjkpow of the world?? . . '
ecial function. Strangers had thought| «“Ennugh, mother, for me to v
each very happy in'tarn, but were}tobe free from it." RSN
deceived; the young hearta were often{ ¢‘Covelin, do you medn to my th
far away. One had longed to go back { yodt “woulld voluntarily shut yourself
to home and mother,and the dear little Jup in & convent, away from your{s : -
chiarch where she had so often prayed | pleasant home and msny iriends.” ~ .| when Monilgrsor’
in dear old Ireland. For one happy| ™ ¢*No one sver more fully apprecint-| pointed first bishop
day with her old friends in the fields]ed » home than I. - And my friends, igan', siooeed
and by the river, where she had play- | too, I love them ll, but they will |g
ed a8 a child, she would have given { psss away with time, snd to me it|
all the honors heaped upon her, but|sems ss well to be separated from
in an hour of blindness she had made | now as to wait until death
her choice, and must take the con-jme t3 paxt with thoss who s
sequences. The young woman of to- {me.”” = Lo
day truly and sincerely wished to| +“Cecelis, you talk very
throw off her velvets and silks, which |especially for one of your s
were a burden to her, and dom the {do not like.to hesr it. It
bumble habit of the religious with{enough to think of death :
whom she had been educated. 8he|are old, Even grandmother u
felt that she had seen encugh of the | age would not spesk thus’’: = - <
world and longed to be away, whers, | ** Gmdma{:; Tomen
free from the allirements which now {elnoated_ differently
surrounded her, she could serve God | mother that, wafort
m perfect In company with {no.very deep. Téligi
’ : Agnes she had attended many a gay |but you caunot den
speaking of marrisge. Aunt Nellie, |social event during the past winter |spoken the truth.” . . .~ * . =
too, saw her from her .windo and spring, and to all outward appear-| I often wish that my dwughter
though she knew nothing of ‘the|ances had enjoyed them no less than { had lem of what she calls deep religioun
recent conversation she felt that some | her cousin, The triendship between | principles; 8he- wonld be far-better| -
cruel blow had been struck the tender | herself and Maurice Carroll had in- |off}** A = ¢
heart of her niece. creased, Cecelia receiving his attentions

Cecelia hastened to her room,donned | as she wolld those of & brother. Tely
her outdoor garments, and was decend- | two facts she had been wholly blind:
ing the stairs when she was met by a | First,thather name hsd been frequent-
servant, who handed her a card, with {ly linked with his, until an engage-
the explanation that there was a|ment was suspected by some; and,
gentleman in the parlor whc wished to | secondly,that buried deep in. the beart
see her, and also Miss Agnes. Taking|of Agnes was a feeling of tender {:
the card, ber face grew pale as she|aflection for the young man, Had] .
read the name of Maurice Carroll. the rival been any other than her own | of God cennot be-carried. t00.]

“Please tell him,”” she maid, *‘that |beloved cousin, this feeling might| -#Yow-oan Jove.God:juit:
I beg to be excused, as I am ready to | have ripened into jealously; but one of }and bes good Catholi ‘
the nobleet act’s of Agnes’ Iife was to{such' sy
keep her secret. Bhe bravely tried 1o

[tar - boy 18-

s thing s carrying religio
 bavy s, doing
e % child.”

go out and cannot possibly wait, but
Agnes will see him '’ d

Y

1t was well for Cecelia’s pesce of | look upon him ss one. who, wonld } jﬁd 0N -
mind she did- net see the look of dis- |never be more than s consin ‘éo,ll“e!r;a 3‘57!%% :'mﬁl%ﬁoa‘wx

appointment on his face when he re-
ceived the mesiage; but he madé the
best of it, treating Agnes with great-

and she prayed earnestly for strength js: pomible and-xever-wi
to meet- the hour of bitter trial when {sny one witlmy devotions.

i she believed that she would see Cecelis | "***Cogilis; 1 hive~often
est cordiality and eomversing l&xleu- claimed b himnhhiusown. L | were miire “‘11? ¢ A gnéd; | W
antly that she never maspected that| It will be s “sscrifics;’* she | prop vh
he had a thought of any ather than |thought; “but I owe htmm“i:f A
herself. for all that has been done for me, and { -

“I am sorry,”’ she said, as he was
leaving, ‘‘that cousin Cecelin was

called away just as you arrived. I

my secret must never be revealed.”. .
There was one thing shs -fou §of el
bard to do, and that was 1o talk 4 b -wayof showing
hope you will call again soon, when | him in Cecelin’s presence, so afier the | ply Hecauise Agned
she shiall be at heme to meet you.” |first fow week’s of their acquaintance | woman of the world, whil
*‘Thank yeu, Miss Cullen, Plesse|Agnes seldom mentioned his name, | hesitate g to
give my regards to Miss Daton, and | and never met him exoepting in com-.
tell her I regretted not having met|pliance with the wislies of her comsin, |
g ' who always mikde an exoues to bring}-
her to the parlot when he Wi




