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Through Xhorny Paths.

By MARY ROWENA COTi'I‘ER-
Q) 5P OOOOOOFOOOTOV CONMOOOOIOOOSOOOOS

[Copyrighted by the Author, 1801.]

Synopsis of Previous Chapters. '

Chapter 1.--Edward Daton, of America,
while visiting in lreland, fa].ls‘m love
with Agnes Conlin, a poor l(.athth
girl. Thomas Cunlin, Agnes’ cousin,
who is soun to be ordamned a priest
notices a serpent ring on her finger and
when told it is her engagement Ting he
tries to persusde her nut to IAITY this
Protestant stranger. She, however, Te
fuses and is married by the old pansh
priest after which they depart for the
gtrangers beautiful howe in Bm'wui
Chapter [I.--Thomas C nlin is ordaine
and comes to America as 8 mIsSIODATy
and arrives at his cousins home.
There he learns that while his cousin
has wealth and laxury she was not
happy. Her husband had selected a
circle in which she was to 1move and as
it was strictly Protestant he s.md. t:ha\i
ghe might give up her superstitions an
become a member of his church. He
would not even allow her to attend 8
Catholic church. She would not gs‘anfy
him however and when Father Conlin
arrived she inmsted that he hear ber
confession and baptize her little baby
son, whu had just been. born. Father
Conlin goes away with his secret. Agnes
dies & week after. Mr. Daton marmies
again, arich Protestant woman, and his
son 1s brought up a Protestant. When
Edward is elght years old 'hm ‘father
dies.  Chapter LI and IV . —Cecells
O'Kane, an vrphan, who lives with her
sister Nellie, is engaged by Mrs‘ Daton
as companion, Her step-sun, Edward,
falls 1n love with this Catholic girl,
Cecelia, and marnes her agmnnt the
wishes of s step mut:wr Lhnpt:r\\ .
> 18 married elght years aldd has

(tilerc::u:'hlldreu all of whom die L\‘nd she
Mr, Daton are left childless  Chapter
VI After a laspe of seven and a half
years we find Mr. and Mrs ‘Datnn
again happy with a daughter. Cecelia,
swho 18 sbout o celebrate her seventh
birthday Chapter VIl The husband
of Nellie ()'Kane, now Mra Cullen. dies
and she is left 8 widow with one child.
Agnes, Mrs. Daton adopts her mece and
brings her aup with her own daughter.
Chapter Villand 1X--Cecelia and Agnes
aresent to a convent schoul. The grand:
mother is very much opposed to tl‘m-\ and
reproaches her danghter-in-law.Chapter
X-_Mr. Daton is suddenly taken sick
and Cecelia is called home from school.

(Continued from last week.)
PART FIRST
CHAPTER XI.

“Nothing, Agues, ouly my head u,;
a little light. 1t will pass away soon.
) sayig, she sauk back oo ber
pillow and clused her eyes while
Agues hastemd to call her Aunt
('scelia, who sent for s payeiciao,
The doctor propounced the patient
wery i1, the result of a severe cold.
There were uleo symptoms ol over
work. Iu a few days she was utl the
very portals of death. Knowledge
of this fact was carefully kept from
her, but the other members of the
family knew it, and it required all the
strength Agnes possesged to keep back
the tears when iu her mother’s pres-
ence. .

Never during the long years since
the first Mrs. Daton had peen visitea
by her cousin had a priest crossed the
threshold of the house, and had such
a thing been mentioned in the presence
of grandmotber, she would have ob-
jected at once. It was bad enough,
she thodght, to have three Romanists
in the house, but as long as they did
not interfere with her she would not
with them. Without consulting any
one excepting her aunt and the nurss,
whom she had told to be prepared for
the coming of the priest, Cecelia "went
to Mass one morning and returned
with one of the parish clery. The old
lady saw them from the window as
they came up the walk. 8he stood in
utter maazement, and had he not been
with her darling Cecelia she would
have been tempted to have opened the
window and ordered him out of the
grounds. o

«Upon my word,’’ ahe soliloquised,
<‘what will thut girl be doing next?
There she is coming right into my
heuse with a Catholic priest, when no
one else would dare think of bringing
him here; she seems bound to rule the
house and everybody in it!’’
They were nearer now and she
ressed her face closer to the window
he had no fear of being discovered,
for both walked with dowdast eyes
the priest holding his hand on his
breast, as if gusrding some tresaure.
Neither appeared to be speaking &
word. ‘
«They sppear Vvery unsociable,”
thought Mre. Dalon; but perhaps
they are both saying some of their
Popish prayers to protect that man as
he euters this half Protes:ant house-
hold.”’

They were silent because the treas-
use the priest was guarding was no

other than the Lerd of heaven and

s

earth, whom he was taking to the
sick woman, and both felt too strongly
the Divine Presence to think of talk-
ing evenif it had been proper for them
to do so. Cacelia conducted the priest
to Mrs. Callen’s room and made a
deep genuflection to the Blessed
Sacrament before leaving him. When
his work was dene she accompanied
bim back to the front door, and Mrs'
Daton, who bad noi left the window,
watched him as he took his departure.

That afternoon when Cecelia went
to spend a few minutes with her
graodmother she commenced calling
her to an account for what she had
done, but the girl informed her that
she had only done her duty in bringing
one of her own clergy to visit her sick
aunt.

“Your mother would not thik of
bringing & Catholic priest into this
house-”’

“I do not understand why, grand-
ma, as it is her own home.?’

“Simply because she knows her
husband and his mother would not
approve of it."”’

“Not approve of it, grandma, when
he does not tronble you any? None
of us ever think of objecting to your
minister and his wife, too, visiting
you, as they often do, and I cannot
understand tbe difference.

“There is a great difforence, my

dear girl, and I do not like to see &
young lady, especially one in your
position, in company with those priest.
Much less I do not like to have them
coming to this house.”’
*Ob, grandma, said Cecelia, they
can surely do me no harny, and as for
coming here, they have a right to go
wherever duty calls them to atrend to
the spiritual wants of the sick of their
churches.””

‘ Cecelia, the last part of your
argument may be all right, but you
are young and inexperienced, and
your grandmother, who thinks only of
your good, has read a great deal and
understands much that you do not.
When you get older and know more
of the wo ld you will think of your
grandmother's kind advice to you
when you where young, and you will
thank her for it then.”’

*‘Perhaps so, grandma,’’ said Cece-
lia, softly patting the lady’s cheek. «*I
know there is a great deal in this world
for me to learn, but in regard to
religion, I am not afraid to tell you
that I understand much that you do
not.”’

“l readily admit that there are
many strange and, to me, useless
things in the Catholic religion which I
cannot understand '

This remark hurt Cecelia no less
than the others. She was not angry,
but, brushing away a stray tear which
insisted upon coming into her dark
eye, she answered:

“Grandma, 1f you wish I shall
explain some of those things to you,
go that you may understand them,”
“Would your priest approve it?”’
she asked, totry her.

“Certainly, grandma; why should
he not?"’

“‘Because 1 thought they did not
like to have the secrets of their Church
told to Protestants.”’

“Secreta, grandma! We have no
secrets in our Church; everything is
open to the investigation of any one
outside the Church who wishes to
learn.”’ .

‘““‘Are you sure you are speskin
the truth, Cecelia?”y pesking

““Yes, grandma; why should you
doubt me whom you have never once
know to deceive you?”

“I do mot doubt you, child, for I
am fully aware that you would not
knowingly deceive me, but I thought
perhaps you did not understand per-
fectly the way of the Catholic Church ”

““There are many things, grandma,
especially in the supernatural, that
we cannot always perfectly under-
stand, and our Church is filled with
strange beauties, but I know enough.
I understand it well enough to be
firmly convinced that in it alone is
found the truth.’’

Cecelia’s face as she spoke beamed
with a supernataral glow which did not
escape the lady, and she knew that
one who could thus speak and look
could be troubled with no doubt. But
it was strong langusge, such as she
had never looked for from one so mild
and childish in appearance. = -

“Do you mesan to tell me, Cecelisn,
that none but Catholics can ever go to
heaven?’

[ did not ssy that, grandma; I

only eaid the truth was to be found in
the Catholic Chursh alone.”’

“Which means much the same
thing, I voderstand.’*

“‘Take it as youn like, grandms; but
there are hundreds of non-Catholice
saved because they have been kept in
ignorance through ne fault of their
own, God judgesus at the last day
only sccording to the lights He has
given us and the use we have made of
them ’’

“You seem to believe differently
from most Catholics, Cecelin.”’

“I believe only what I know to be
right; but where, grandma; may I
ask, did you get your impressions?"’

] eannot remember, Cecelia, but I
know I have heard them somewhere ”

“‘Perhaps from some ignorant per-
sun, who espoke from blindness or far
worse, from malice. I know too well
that it is the way of the world to say
many hard and false things abont the
Catholie religion, and we are n.t
always present to defend ouraelves;
but we must bear the persecution in
patience, a8 our Divine Founder and
Master did.’’

“Cecelia you speak as if you con:
sidered yourself and all Catholics
martyrs.’’

*The Church in all ages has suffer-
ed martyrdom from her enemies and
gtill suffers; but as for my individual
self, my life has been so free and happy
that I have no cause to complain.”

*‘Are you sure, Cecelia, that there
are no dark secrets in yonr Church?”’
asked the woman, who could not
drive that thought from her mind.

“Yes, grandmsa, I am. Why did
you think of such a thing?'’

‘Because I have heard so much
about it, and the way some Catholics
themsel ves act confirms the suspicion.”’

“I do not understand how that can
be, grandma.’’

*‘Well, your mother, for example.
I donot like to speak disrespectfully
of her to her own child, for she has
always been all that a daughter could
be to me, but if I dared mention the
subject of religion to her she would
always change to something else g0
quickly that I finally learned to shun
it as something too dangerous to speak
of.)’

“I do not understand why mother
should aot thus, especially if you were
in earnest and wanted information.”’

+‘I did desire to learn something of
the Catholic religion in order to know
how my little granddaughter was be-
ing brought up, but I could not even
ind a book among your mother's

sseesione in the library to shed any
ight on the subject. If she had any,
she must have kept them hidden with
her other treasures.’’

“‘Possibly 80,* said Cecelin, *‘She
might bave kept them from view
thinking that it would not be pleasant
for all members of the household to
keep them in & public place.

*‘That might have been her motive,
but I canuot help feeling that she has
kept too close in regard o the religion
in which she chose to bring up her
child. [t is my opinion that a father
and grandmother should not be kept
wholly in the dark in regard toso
important & thing a8 the religious
instruction of the children of the
family. If your brother and sister
had lived, I should now be the grand-
mother of four instead of one belong-
ing to a Church of whichI know
little or nothing; but God took them
home in the innocence of their youth,
leaving only you, Cecelia’’

““Yes, God took them home,”
thought Cecelin, ‘‘before they were
old enough to know what it wasto
suffer for their religion and see those
dearest to them in darknees.”

“Grandma,’’ she said, raising her
head, which had dropped in reflection
¢‘don’t you think you are a little hard
on my dear mother?’

“‘Perhape so, Cecelis, for I may

not be able to understand her perfect- |

l .”
7 “That is it, grandma; you have it
now,for mother is always right.”’

“I am glad to hear you speak thus,
for it proves you to be & good, dutiful
daughter and I often felt that instead
of taking the best, as is often done,
God has Jeft us the flower of our little
flock.””

“Do not be too sure, Tudmt, for
your Cecelin bhas her fanlts as well as
others, and perhape the ones who were
taken might have

poor little sister Cecelia to shame.’’

“They might have been an honor
to us, but that we can never tell. As
for you, Cecelia, if you have any
faults, they are certainly very trifling
ones and you keep them well covered;
bat who of us in this world can be
without faulta?’’

“None,’’ said Ceoelis; “‘we are all

haman.”’ ;

wn up to be
blessing to the family and put their|

faults, which but for the helipful aid of
the sacraments might have gained the
mastery over her, for Cecelin in reality
was not by nature the faultiess charac-
ter weo have scen. She was possesscd
of & high temper, which accompanied
an oversensative nature, and germs of
the family pride were there, but by
prayer and frequent recourse to the
holy fountaine of grace held out by
the Catholic Church she ha«t «. s

subdued them as to make them almcsi
invisible to others, even thos: in her
own household. Many a time had
Agnes become impatient with her for
remaining 30 long in the confessional,
and wondered what sins one who
apparently led so good s life could
have to confese. But Agnes knew
nothing of the interior trials suffered
by Cecelia, who had flown to this safe
refuge to seek counsel from a friend
who could understand and sympathire.
This was what was paming through
the mind of the young girl now, but
it must be hidden from her grand-
mother, who could never undurstaud.

“‘Cecelia, did I understand yon to
sar that you would explaia your
religion to me?"’

“‘Yes, grandma, I will be very
happy to do it any time you wirh.”’

‘“‘And you promissto auawer any
question I may ask?"’

*‘To the beat of my ability I ghall;
but remember, grandms, your young
granddaughter is no great theologian,
and I cannot promise to answer many
very weighty or perhaps unreasonable
questions.” -

“All I want to know, Cecelia, is &
plain and simple explanation of what
you profess to believe.”

. **And that, grandma, I think I can
easily give.’’

*‘Very well, Cecelin, and now I
shall begin by asking one question
which has tronbled me for yeara. Does
the Catholic Church approve the
worshiping of idols?’’

*‘No, grandma, by no means. It
i striotly forbidden by the first con.-
mandment.”’

‘] know it is, as we have been
tsught the ocommandments, but in
practice the Catholic Church does the
contrary.”’

‘I cannot understand how, for one
of the first things we were taught in
our catechism was ¢o avold such
things.”’

*] need not go far, Cecelis,to prove
it-only out in our own garden to what
you oall your Grotto of Lourdes. Yon
put fresh flowers before that dumb
statue and pray to it yourself. You
cannot deny that, Cecelia, for I have
often seen you do it myself, and have
watched you with an aching heart,
but I dared not interfere becausec I
knew your mother had taught itto
you, and I had resvlved.from the first
to let her have her own way in bring-
ing ber family up, but I had secretly
hoped that when you were older you
would know better.’’

*:Oh, grandma, I never suspected
that yoo, in whom I have always
pla.ceg the greatest confidence could
feel thus toward your own Cecelia or

wrong.”’

“Eg[ow could I help it, when I had
such strong proofi? What our own
eyes see you must believe.’’

Cecelia glsnced around 'the room
until her eyes rested on her grand-
father's picture.
“Grandma,”’ she asked, “‘why do
you keep that picture in your room!”
¢«‘That is my dear busband’s picture
and I bave it there to keep his
memory fresh in my mind  He was
one of the noblest of men, and I with
he could have lived until now. If
ou knew hin , Cecelis, you couid not
elp loving him.”

¢¢] think I should bave loved him,
grandma, from what I have heard you
tell of him. And you feel that it is per-
fectly right for you to keep his picture
{n yoor room?”’

“Yes, Cecelia, I do, and I should
consider it an insult to bis smcred
memoszy if I banished itfrom my sight.”

‘But did it ever strike you, grand-
ms that it was skin to worshiping
idols?"’

*No, child, by no means. Why
do you ask such & question? "’

“‘Beonase the statue in our grotio is
kept for the same r’m:?u for whi;;h

ou keep grandfather’s re-simaply
{l s renginded of her who was deemed
worthy to be the Mother of Christ.”’

“T{en why do you pray to it?”

“I do mot ﬁ" toit; no Cetholic
does; but in beholding that marnle
figure while we pray we can more
easily keep in mind the original, who
is in heaven, instead of letting onr
minds be filled with distractions.”” -

4,

*Then I understand that you pray

her dear mother, who never does|
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in the city of Ithmos and hia early
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