B Rt

e A,
Rl

A m——

PPN
arEmr.T,

\&“

¥
-

P

’ M“"’* m’kf‘,ﬁ"w:‘w,}y“.‘n, P

WWMMW@ Rt B T

“by Protestants.

- #ought fn various publications

3
ousrmas MET IN. THB
As&m:u AFTER TRUTH.

€'§ T 2 H fd

vert's Story of How He Be-
i a Catholic—Freemasonry One
e Principal Stumbling Blocks
IE His Pathway to the Church.

“How I became a Catholig?”’ for the

© o penesiit of thoze who may be St¥ugg 108
) Mt{ween the. promptings of truth oa

theéspne band, and the teachings of
Prdfestaptism and education on the

¥, ac 1 was fo ra period of fifteen
1«::, | propose to answer the above
nnes;lon or rather describe the obsta-
cle§: that 1 found in my pathway to-
watd the Catholic Chureh, after my
fudgment became convinced of the
correctnvss of its claims as the one,
wmly ¢rue Church, writes N. F. Thomp-
son, in T'ruth, of Nazareth, near Ral-
eigit, N, C.

Reared under Protestantism, ! hed
fmhibed ail the prejudice and embraced
all the ervors regarding Catholicism
which anv one could have experienced
it auy piacc or under any <circum-
pnees—excepting none. Truly, | was
w “Pharisec after the strictest sect.”
{ was superintendent of a Methodist
Sunday school at the time of my mar-
risge v & Catholic, and had never
met a Catholic to converse with, to
my Knowledge, .before paking the ac-
quaéln;nce of tie woman who became
my wite. ‘I promised hep before mar-
risde shat’l would lnvestigate for my-
selt (he chaims ol her Church, after
our marriage, and that promise [ at
wnce set about fulllllng.

Being religlously imclined by nature
snd training, I nof only took up a se-
des of the studies on Cathollc doctrine
put I extended my investibation into
almost 1!l the religions of the world,
past and present. [ found much to ad-
wire in the teachings of Crnfuclus,
the wisdorn of Arlstotle and philosophy
ot Plato. ! became a strong admirer
of the Hebrew veligion, which. more
than any other, taught the existence
of one (lod, who wada the Supreme
Ruler and Creator of The universe. If
by any means [ could to-dey be ron-
vincad that there nover existed a Di-
ving : Peraon, who came on earth to

1ish & teaching medium for tho
salvation of maakind, | should feel
bliged ln conscience to enter the Jew-
tsh Church, 8s coming nearer than all
others townrd my ideal of a dooctrinal
religion and meeting nearer than any
others the conception of Divine Cre-
:uomw ‘ruler@hip over man. While
Frofgstamti} felt and clafmed myuﬂi

riatian,” but never, unuil

beg?ﬁ’ oozgwsuzate the claims of the
Catholic Church, did 1 fully reslize
what that word meant. I soon learned

Jeepted, wid that my conversion would
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foliow, and when I informed her & few
days Ixter she felt no surprise over it.
Biit 1 anticipated, After a pleasant
hour with the Biskop (and he was an
exceedingly lovable man, us I subsge.
‘'quently came to know him most inti.
mately. Peace to his ashes!) [
brought up my difficulty, and asked
him why the Catholic Church con-
demned Masonry. AsS near a8 |l can
recal] them, for that was twenty years
ago, this was his reply: *The
Catholic Church is a divine organiza-
tion, while Masonry 18 human in ita
origin. The tendency of Masonry 13
to lead itz votaries to that as their
fouwstain of morals, instead of to the
Church; hence the Church found itsel!
with a buwmwan rival in its path, and
could do nothing less than condemn
, it, or elz: abandon its claim as belng
the divine suuree from which men
must receive (heir code of religlon and
worals.”” At once the force of his rea-
$O7!DE calne homme to me, altbough 1
had doubtless had the same truths
cocuveyed to me before, but my heart
wai prepared to recelve them oniy
taroupp the grace of Almighty God,
who bud answered my wife’'s prayers,
1 s21d to him: *Bishop, will you take
1w~ into the Church to-morrow morn-
ing?" ‘Tr'he good Blshop laughed until
Lis sideg chook, and his eyes danced
with merri:pent as he answered: "We
Jo not nccept memdbers Tke Protestant
churches, you must be instructed
first.”” 1 told him [ desired to be then
and thero examined as to my fitness,
for | had heard my children’'s cate-
chism, and knew {t from cover to cov-
or. This wis doms; | was found suf-
ficlently Instructed, and my request
was complied with the following
morning. And I now need only say
that after a lap#e of (wenty years
during which [ have practically been
o monthly communicant in th eCath-
olic Church, pothing has ever occurred
to cause me the sIlghtest regret for my
action, slthough 1 severed fraternal
ties and frlEMdly relations that I
prized, next to my family, above al}
clse on this mundane sphere.

that it emdraced more than was usual-
vy conveyed in the word as understood
I found it meant the
aceptanes of the teachings of s di-
vinely established and divinoly gulded
Church—an infallible teacher and an
incorruptible body, founded by Al-
mwighty God Himsel!, for the salvation
of mankind! I found the Roman
Cathollc Churck the oniy one claim-
ing to be an infallible teacher and an
gnerring galde for mankind in matters
of faith and morals. I found it fulfili-
ing that function and exercising that

_sphere, and this through a perlod of

time beginning with the Apostles and
extending down to the present; #O
that my judgment became convirced
©of the fact that if there was sugh a
thing as Christian religion It existed
only in the Roman Catholic Church.
From the very nature of logical reas-
oning, this became to me an Irresisti-
ble conclusion. The arguments on
+which Protestantiam sought to eatab-
Jish itseit, viz.; that the Church had
Decomée torrupt and needed reforming,
proved entirely teo much. If true, it
destroyel  Christianity  ftself, for
Christ, betng God, could not have es-
fwbiiahed a corruptible church, or left
an uncertain gulde to men in so vital
& maiter as the salvation of their
moulst-+A Divine Founder could only
<stablish & church possessing His
<haracteristics; hence man could not
sssoform” the Church of God. It re-
aodined atone to Protestantism to at-

" gempt ‘such a work, the inconsistency

of whicli must become apparent to
any reflecting mind.

Now, all these truths | accepted. and
yet for fifteen wyears thereafter 1 1. -
mained outlside of the Church, and
why? I wasa member of & number oL
socret orders, among them the ona
Xkuwown as Freemasonry. [ 1learned

" . ghat to become a Catholic I would have

&0 remounce Masoury, and while
.and
From a number of priests, to find rea-
sous that I could aocept as justifying
Abe¢ requirement, I did not find them.

g lovad its broad hunranitarian princi-
<~ gles and noble charlty. I ceased at- .
. fending any and all churches, until I

Sogaxs to feel that the practical work
of Masonry embodied the highest form.
©f religion—sufficient for the most ex-

ilm of the humblest of mankind.

rent wete upon me, and I
iee\inz them with Increasing

{idren were growing up around me.
ﬂy resided at Wilmington, N.
fog .. in. Savaunah, Ga., on
onh, my:wife wrote and re-
t.4 oxll ox Bishop Gross,

hbishop of Oregon, whose
W!,imlnttOt, Father Mark

1 fsting in Ma-
] roimm As from
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Mtls the years pessed and my -

. higher ‘pitch.

A SINGULAR CASE.

CONVERSION COMES THROUGH
A CHAT,

m—————ty—

A Follower of Mohammed Enlight-
ens the Non-Catholic Christiar
Who Finally Abjures His Errors
and is Received Into the One True
Church,

{The writer of the following re-
markable narrative, who is known o
the editor of the Philadelphia Catholic
S8.andard and Times, vouches for Its
uuth ip every particular)]

Some time ago I had t he great pleas-
ure of reading in your valuable paper
an account of a curious conversion,
which reminds me that my own was
probably as curifous. since, through
God's infinite mercy, it was occasioned
by 4 Mobhammedan as follows:

We gat on the forecastle of an ocean
lHiner, and [ may admit here that with-
out any betler reasvms than my own
cuneeit 1 regarded the Mohammedan
as'a know-nothing. whilst I pused as
the enlightened Christian etc. We
c¢izcussed religious schisms and isms,
vhen ] casually remarked that “ip the
light of history Moham med was not
velified as that for which his follow-
ers su earnestly accepted him.”
Mohammedan [nquired:

“Are you a Chrislan?”

“Yes.”

*Are you a CatholicT"

..AU.“

“But your forefathers were.”

*l presume they were, at least be-
fore the Reformation.”

‘*Ah! The Reformation!'® he ex-
claimed. "It was then that ¢ man
named Luther, holding in his hand

vour holy Blbte, in which was written,
‘As My Father sent Me 80 | gend
you, he that heareth you, heareth Me:
and | am with you alwa ys even to the
end; and the gates of hell shall not
prevall against My Church, He whou
lieareth not the Church, let him be as
the heathen and the publican,’ thls
man Luther proclaimed himself the
Church, saying that the original was
Zallen Ipnto gross error, and called on
rmankind to hear and follow him.
which milllons of you did. thereby
branding the Church, her Founder and
your holy Bible as fallures and frauds
Now those who crucified the prophet
of Nuzareth had power over His body
only. Was there any way under heav-
en in which Luther could more effect-
ually scorn, deny and crucify hls Mes-
siah o eplrit than to assert his abii-
ity to be or found a church where the
Mcesslah had failed Is not the soidler
guilty of mutinous conduct expellet
from the ranks and degraded But
your Christlan soldler l.uther said:
‘l am the minister of war, the gener-
als, the colonles, the caplains. 1 am
the army. Kick over the hundred or
two millions who have gone astray

WHERE THE ORANGE
BLOSSOMS BLOW,

Way down in Souf Co'lina whar
I boed de yello® corn,

I used to beat de Mocking-bird
arisn’ in de mo'n

An’dats whar I was happy, Yas
dats whar I was gay,

A danclng an’ a singin’ to pass
de time away

Down in Souf (‘o'lina, whar
de sweet potatues grow,
Dowu In Souf Co'lina whar de

Dose brbkenlinks will ne'er unite
to bring dem back again ;

Ol' Maray and ol’' Missy da bof
am aleepin’ fast,

Awaitin’ till ol' Gabriel shall
call dem up at Jast,.

Way down in 8ouf Colina
whar da nebber hab snow,
Down in Souf Co’lina whar de

orange blossoms blow,
Down in Souf Co'lina whar
de sweet potatoes grow,—
Tuke me back todat deah
ol' sunny home

» 1'se a po'r ol’ weary niggah, an’
my race am nearly run,
I'se really good fo' notin’ 'cept
fo’ settin’ in de sun,
But when de Angel calls mz [
want to fin’ a grabe,
® Way down in Souf Co'lina whar
de sweet magnolias wabe.

Down in Souf Co’lina whar de
sweet potatoes grow,
Way down in Souf Co'lina
whardanebber habsnow, /
Down in Souf Co'lina whar
de orange blossoms blow,—
Take me back to dat deah 4
ol sunny home.

—8. BE. HaAMrTON.

Telephone Voices.

The voeal chords of a woman are
considerably shorter than those of a
man, As a result’'the volce has a
The telephone diae
phragm respods more accurately to
the highepr-jitched volce, the magnetie
disturbances . are more xapid, and
therefore more potént, 2ad the cur-
renta transmitted to the remote sta-
tion lose less in { mlsaion. Until
" somé method s devised for equalizing
‘the Vilue bf the-sondrous. waves sot
'  the longer,’ dlower vibrating
s of ‘mén wid' the shorter, more
'~mﬂw«§homotmmm 8
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. ‘Hatlelujah!

I orange blossoma blow, ;
Way down in Souf Co'lina
whar da nebber habshow- -
Take me back to dat deah |
. ol'sunny home.

Dose happy days am crumbled
wid derustob mem’'ry’s chain,
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and follow me.! And you answered.
Amen!' Can you, sir
point to anything in Mohammedanism
so supremely ridicuious as this. What
would be thought of or drne to the
{ndividual day laborer who parading
in front of the parliament or palacs.
should loudly repudiate all the existing
laws and enactments of his govern-
ment and king. crylng: '| am your
king and your government, throw
those pretenders out and follow me?
Should we think him possessed?
“Ihen -came royal Henry VIILI,,
sald to a fawning courtier ‘I am
a sad fix. The Church will not grant
even me, royal Henry. a divorce'’
*True, your majesty.’ ‘Bul, my cour?
tier. observe what Luther has done
over there. ‘I observe. your majesty.
‘Why not start up a church of our
own., ‘Why not, Indeed, your majes-
ty? ‘1 wiif ordain you a Bishop, an
Aachbishop, and you grant me a di
vorce,’ ‘Amen, your majesty.’ It was
done! And again a wawvering battal-
ion of the Cross and the Crucified
threw down their arms and followed—
what? Then came Wesley, Knox, Cal-
vin, Joe 8Smith, Brigham Youns,
Booth and a thousand others, all vie-
ing with each other to nall their lies
like banners to the cross; to Iibel
your prophet, his Church and Testa
ment. These men flaunted before
your eyes an open book which utseif
utterly condemned every pretension to
enact laws or to dignify their personal
opinions with the name of Chu-ch.
Yet they obtalned a goodly following.
“Our history shows cleariy that we
belleve that this is the Church which
the Prophet of Nazareth founded and
endowed with authority to teach an¢
continue to the end. Nou acknouwi-
edge that his mission on earth was to
establish 8 Church and offer himsel}
as a sacrifice for all mankind. That
Church calls now, as ever, to be neard
and obeyed by all Christendom. Take
the heam {rom your cwn eye, as her
book tells you, then you may see how
to take the maote froom mine, We
way plty, but we have no room 1c
scorn the Catholie, since his Church
believes, professes and practices the
doctrines as set forth in the Christian
testament. Our unflinching yet with-
al gallant toe. she has ever remained
to her first love and faith true, a tact
to which we, numbering one-third of
the earth's population, bear true and
surrowful witness; as, had she once
relinquished her first professions, we
could easlly hdve defeated her wiib
the pen where the scimitar had falled
Our struggle against her supremac
was at least sincere; -we tried wit.
all our mizght to obliterate her or
many & gory plain. Cemturies beforec
the atbeistical, salary-grasping sects
of yesterday had found@ a8 name we
wers unegual to the task. As the poet
in duth remarks
“And still the crescent paler waved

Before the hallow'd sign,

‘Which fiew in triumph o¢'er thy helds

Oh, sacred Palesthe.

“And wonderful but tyue, we touna
that in vietéry /she cxresse dthe hans
which bad strack at heg life. Won-
| detful, although we wré =i well aware
,¥hat-her hovk am ‘love thy enembes’

A 88} We kiv’ (AT ake gﬁq -are  the
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while you, who scorn and derife the
Prophet of Nazareth and the Prophet
of Meccs, alike with him who sent
themn—the deity whom you worsaip
({f any) must be a gross conception of
your own vain imagining, which af
filcts you first with the scourge of the
‘higher criticism;’ secondly, with the
curse of agnosticism, and, finally, wilb
the Inherited curse of infidelity. You.
sir. may travel far, yet will you fall
to fiand one Mohammedan preaching
and teaching his own condemnation
and glorying in it.”

Neediess 0 Bay this dexpected lec-
ture started a train of thought which
ty sbeut sin months resulted in my
helng enrolled a2 member of the one
Uus Clhurch, and | amw no lunger one
vt the nuinber who cause the Mobam-
medan (o puint tae finger of scorn and
ofy *fool.”

Fifteen Klaeex,

The monks of the mid-He ages divid-
ed the kiss into fifteen distinct and
separatle orders,

First. The decorous or modest kiss.

Second. The diplomatic or kiss of
policy.

Third. The spying kiss, to ascerta.r
{f a woman has drunk wine.

Fourth. The slave kiss.

penance.
8ixth. The slipper kiss, practiced to
ward tyrants.

The

'm‘ a solemn brotherhood.)

_ sbe | gidered & tuub
dmivm m ’

Seventh. The judicial kiss.

Eigbth. The feudal kiss.

Ninth. The religious kiss (kissing the
OTOBS.)

‘fenth. The academical kiss (on join-

Eleventh. The hand kiss.

Tweltth. The Judas kiss,

Thirteenth. The medical kiss, for the
purpose of healing some sickness.

Fourteenth. The kiss of etiquette.

Fifteenth. The kiss of love—the only
real kiss.

Three sites are at the disposal! of
the Cwtholics of Escanaba, Mich., for
their proposed new church which will
cost in thé neighborhood of $50.000. It
{s intenGed that & convent school shall
be built later. The basement of the
new church will be used for school
purposes until such timb as the school
buiiding is completed.

The Georgetown *“College Journal”
in a recent number made mention of
some books for the blind prepared by
the Rev. James Becker, 3. J., and of a
grammar of the Innuit language
composed by Father Francis Barnum,

1

3rother Castoris, for many years df
rector of St James' parochial school
un Jay street, New gork city, has
been promoted to the directorship o
the Novitiate of the Christian Brother
at Amawalk, N. Y. His place at St
James' school will be filled by Brothex
oyril.

The frlends of the Rev. Dr. Bona
venture Brolerick of the Hartford dio
cese will be pleased to learn that o:
the recommendation of Archbishoj
Sbaretti he has been appointed a)
Ronorary chamberiin to the Pope
with the title of Monsignor.

An Atchinson woman has such su.
preme faith in her husband that when
he goes hunting she never orders
meat for dinner.

Rev. A. C. McCarthy s pastor of a
Lutheran church at I.a Crosse. Wis,
It would be Interesting to examin« in-
to the deviations in the process by
which a Lutheran McCarthy was
avolved.

® a »

3ays the Catholic Cifizen So Blanche
Walsh, the actress. has become a
Theosophist and has a statue of Bud-
dha in her room. Angels and minis-
ters of grace. defend us' Think of
the daughter of “Fatty” Walsh, the
Tammany politician, as a Theosophist!.

- [ ] [ ]

The Franciscan Crider has lost an-

Fifth. The kiss infamous—a chureb |

other Bishop in China. Rt. drev. Bish-
op Marchi ,0. F. M., died a few days
ago at Tsinan-fu, aged sixty-five years.
His death was caused by the priva.-
tions he suffered during the late per~
lod of Chinese persecution. He makes’
the seventh Bishop of his Order lost:
by the Church in China in recent,
years., .

The German Empress has contribut-
ed twelve thousand marks toward the
erection of a German Catholic church
at Smyrna, Greeoe.

The Lazarist Sisters In Abyssinlg
were lately comn led by King Men-
elik for the excellent work they are
duilly tu advance civilization. .

By way of Pekin comes the repon
that a French priest and two Chinese
converts were murdered at a village in
the north of the Kwangsi province
and that the Chinese Officials assert
that the murders were committed by
robbers and were not a result of ai
anti-Christian demonstration.

* = *

With the demolition of the old prise
on of St. Lazarre, Paris, will disappear
the cell wherein St. Vincent de Pau
lived for long years. It is now pro
posed to take a photograph of che cell
for the Caravalet Mussum, to whicl
establishment will also be sent the old
clock presented to the saint by King
Louis the Thirteenth.

¢ % L J

The census bureau bulletin of Jan
uary, 1902, makes the population of
the Philipplnes and Porto Rico 7,914,.
692, which, added to th e figures of
9,158,741 Catholics in this country,
makes over 17,000,000 Catholics, o1
over 60 per cent. of the church-going
people under the American flag.

® ¢ @

The German Franciscians fron
Rbine provinces and Westphalia repory
much progress made in Holy Cross
' province, Brazil, during the last tex
years. The first L.ission was estab
jOshed im May, 1881, by two priests
| and tow lay brothers, with rapid con

 veislon by thousauds of the savam

 natives ds & result. .The order itsecl
)m grown with ity success, until novw

- — .
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ROME AND THE BIBLE

THE NEW COMMISSION AND THE
WORK T HAS TO PERFORM.

It In Not an Innovation Im Papal Pro-
cedure, and the Labors and Conclwu-
slons of This FPowerful and Imtel-
lectual Body Will Be of Vast Im-
portance.

The pontifical commission on mod-
ern questions concerning holy writ
Just appointed by his holiness Pope
Leu XIII. is esteemed as one of the
most {nfluential and powertul codelib
erative bodies organized by the Catho-
lic church In several eenturivs. Its pur
puse 18 ruther clearly expressed in its
name. Briefly it will examine {nté and
pass with autbority upon all guestions
of construction and interpretation rais-
ed concerning the Bible by modern
methods of investigation. The com-
wission will thus speak for the Catho-
li¢ church on the whele guestion ot
the so called higher criticism. The in
vestigation is expected to be full and
fair and to express the convictions ot
the hest minds of the Roman (‘atholie
clergy.

Pope Leo and hils assistants have
had the organlzation of this body un-
der consideration for several years.
It was their expressed purpose to in
clude in it only the most broadminded,
prugressive and scholarly students of
the gospel. The membership of the
commission is belleved to justify the
Judgment of the appointing power to a
very satisfactory degree.

The appointment of this comianlssion
for the purpose indicated is not an in-
novation on the part of the church.
Pontifical commissions on the Serip-
tures have been held by the (atholic
church in the past. The last one wus
near the beginning of the present pon-
tificate and had for 8 member Dr. Ca-
pecelatro, now a ec¢ardinal and recog-
nized as the ablest scholar in the
church.

Aproepos of the personnel of the com-
mission American Catholies, and espe-
clally those in the educational world,
are delighted at the recognition of the
(‘atholle university and of American
Catholic scholarship In the appoint-
ment of the Very Rev. Dr. Charles D,
Grannan. who has been at Wasking-
ton for the jast ten years uas professor
of sucred Seripture. The English
spenking world 18 represented on the
commission by Dr. Grannan and also
by the Rev.
archdiocese of Westininster, England,
and the Rev.
scholar, ut present the superior genern!
of the Franciseun order.

The full pontifical commission, in ad-
ditlon to those Just named, follows:

President. Cardinal Paroccht, vice chan-
cellor of the Roman church: Cardinals
Begua and Vives y Tuto as assessors, Dr.
Van Hoonucker. professor of Holy Scrip-'
ture at the University of l.ouvaln, Bel-
gium, Dr. Fracassinl, professor at the
seminary, Perugia, ltaly; Dr Jorio, pro-

fessor at Valencia, Spain; Dr. Esser, smec- | the Johnson discovery.

retary of the congregation of the index;
Dr. Vigouroux, professor at the Catholic
Institute. Paris,
B. J., CCollege of St. Ignatius, Hoelland, Dr.
Gismondl, 8 J, professor at the Gregorl-
an unlversity. Rome; Dr. Amelll. O. 8. B,

. priot of the mounastery of Monte Cassino.
the must be diflicult for a sane man to see

Italy. and Dr Poels, professor at
Seminury of The Ilague. consultors.

Cardinal PParocchil, the prefect of the
commission, is one of the most promi-
neut tigures (n the whole chiurch, His
offices are numerous—vice chancellor
of the holy ('atholic church, subdean
of the sacred college of cardinals,
cardinal bishop, assigned to the sub-
urban see of Port and Santa Rufing:
secretary of the congregation of the
universul inquisition, president of the
congregation of apostolic visits and
prefect of the congregation of resi-
dences of bishops. Cardinal Parocchi
ts the son of a poor Mautuan miller
and in his day was a great orator.
Cardinal dibbons has long been his
close friend and in some respects con-
siders him one of the greatest men he
ever met. He is one of the three living

. cardinals who were named by Pope

Pius IX. and for many years was car-
dinal vicar. 8o long did he bear this
title that at the Vatican he is still call-
ed by it oftener than by any other. He
used to be a warm friend of King
Victor Emmanuel, but upon the latter's
assumption of political power he be.
ciamue his strong enemy. He resides in
rome badly  furnished apartments in
the Via National in Rome and for two
or three yvears has been In quite poor .
hiealth.

Dr. IFleming, the secretary of the
comtnission, is an Irishman of marked
ability. He is s2id to be very close to
the former legate to the United States,
Cardinal Satolli, to have been already
selected for the cardinalate and to be
oite of the most indefatigable students
of Biblical exegesis in the world.

The remaining members of the com-
mission are almost equally prominent.
They represent nearly every phase of
Iloman Catholic activity. Francis, Car- |
dinal Segna and Cardinal Vives y Thuto,
the assessors, are cardinal deacons
only, the former an Italian and the lat-
ter a Portuguese. Their offices are in
some mmeasure perfunctory, the hard
work of the commission devolving wup-
on the cousultors. Dr. Clark is one of
the most distinguished divines in Eng-
land. Dr. de Hummellauer has been
distinguished for many years as an in-
structor in Hollan@. The Italian con-
tingent is as strong intellectually as It
is numerically.

The Rev. Dr. Grannan is a priest of
the archdiocese of New York. He was
born in Wisconsin and began his clas-
sical education at Bardstown, Ky., but
completed it at Montreal. He finished
his theological studies at the Propa-
ganda college, Rome, where he received
the doctorate in philosophy in 1874 and
the doctorate in theology in 1880, He
served two years on missions in the
archdiocese of New York and then
went_to Mount St. Mary's seminary,
Emmitsburg, Md., where he was pro-
temsor of sacred Scripture and dogugt-

le theclogy, and was also for a time {

Yy WP -t .

Dr. Robert F. Clark of lhel
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president of that instifution. He was
2alled te the Catholic university before
its opening in 1889 and spent two years
at the most famous of universities of
Europe pursuiug special studies. He
bas been in aetive work at the Catholie
university since 1801,

As has been said, the significance of
the present commission is its recogni-
tion of the faet that there are meodern
guestions affecting the holy Seriptures,
pot of necessity errors, but times
change and theological learning faces
pew problems. The gquestions to be
eonsidered are fundamental, farreach-
fng and important.

A PRIZED CRUCIHFIX.

One That Was Given by Ple Nono te
' the Duke of Neorfolk. .

There {8 a crneifix at Arundel eastle

which (8 singularly valued owing to the
story of how it eame into the posses
sion of the present Duke of Norfolk,
says the London Free Lanee. Whebn
his grace first sueceeeded to his title,
when only twelve years of age, he went
on a visits to Rome heavily weighted
with his official dignity, though a mat

ural and nnspoxled child o years and
bearing.

The then pope, Pins I1X., or Plo Nono,
as he was ealled, took a desperate faney
to the little nobleman, the lay repre-
sentative of sll loyal Catbelocism in
England, and therefore, in spite of his
youth, a highly important guest. After
some formalities they became very
friendly, and the pope sa far waired
all precedent ay to take the little duke
on his baek, “plekaback” fashion, and
trot him around bis room.

Highly delighted was the liftle scion
of all the Howards at this singuiar
privilege. “Neow.,” gald the pope, “what
would you Hke best?” Earnestly the
little boy answered, “Oh, show me your
bedroom, holy {ather; they say no one
may goin there.”

And thiey tell the story that the pepe
carried the duke into that insecessgible
spartment on his shoulders and took
from the wall the great erucifix hang-
ing over the bed and gave it to his little
guest as an eternal keepsake of a hap-
py bhour when a pope for once relaxed
his priestly rule to have a real humanp
romp with a little lad and when a duke
rode “pickabaek”™ on the shoulders of
a supreme pontiff. Certainly a unigue
experience for both.

‘Romamising®” Our Kavy.
The Catholic News of New York
notes an attempt to create a scare at a
meeting in that cfty. The author of the

David Fleming, the Irfsh | attempt was a minister named John-

son, who declared that he believed
there was a meveinent on foot to Ro-
manize the navy and that this move-
ment received much encouragement

! from Washington. Commenting on this,

The News says: “Although this man's
" assertions were printed conspicuously
in the papers last week, we haven't
heard that our P’rotestaut friends were
stirred up to any noticeable extent by
Perhaps they
are aware that out of twenty-four

Dr de la Hummellauer, | chaplains in the navy not more than

“one-sixth are (Catholic priests, while

the Catholics in the service number at
least one-half the men in the navy. It

} where there is any danger of ‘Romaniz-

ing’ thenavy. Even if that were possi-
ble we do not believe sensible Protes-
tant Americans would be alarmed, for
they well know that in the late war

,with (atholic 8paln our Catholic sol-

‘
[
|
|

diers and sailors were among the brav-
est and bhest of the American fighters.”
Anti-Catholie Works.

I belleve any reasonable man cammot
read in connection a Catholic and an
anti-Catholle work without discovering
the logical truth of the one and the
false premises of the other. Childish
and stupid seem to me the arguments
of the Protestants; empty, vulgar and
worthless the tirades of infidels and
anatical writers. I swould not recom-
mend any Catholic to read aught of
those; they are vanity and vexation of
spirit; they are full of subtle poison
that robs the heart of rest, of heaith,
of hope, of everything. A single page
of plausible falsehood may pervert an
unprejudiced mind so that a whole vol-
ume of truth will hardly restore it;
therefore leave them alone.—Chariles
Warren Stoddard.

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

The pope bas taken the name and
works of Galilel from the Index ex-
purgatorius.

The niece of the Turkish embassador

to Rome has become a Catholic and de-
sires to enter the religious life.

Archbishop Chapelle, the papal dele-
gate to the Philippines, bas obtained
the coveted distinction of episcopal as-
sistant to the papal throne.

Out of the fifty-eight members in the
second chamber of the Holland parlia-
ment twenty-five are Catholics, and
there are three Catholics in the queen’s
cabinet.

Eighty Benedictine monks from
France have settled at Appuldurcombe
House, ou the Isle of Wight, which
was, singularly enough, the site of &
Benedictine monastery in the middle
ages.

SHORT SERMONS.

Don’t let repentance wait until you
reach your deathbed.

Humility is the altar upon which
God wishes that we should offer him

, our sacrifices.

That which hides sorrow for sin ia
ain itself, ‘The more sin is cast out the
more sorrow enters.

The_secret of life is not to do what,
one 1tkes, but to try to like that which'
one has to do, and one does come to
like it in time.

m;e rendy, carnest heart that asks,

;*‘Mqut
moment by moment.

May } do, this for thee,- Lord?" not,i
] do 1t?" has a bleased reward.
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