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PART FIBST.

CHAPTER V.

The first d‘ht yars of Mn&’ﬁ b

married life were years of comparative
happiness, that is, ms fax as there
usually is happiness where thereare
two m'atrosscs, each of whom feels it
her exclusive right to ru}ethingsin
general. It had been no tesy task
for the elder lady, who bmd lheld the,
reins so long, to give then{ up, espe-
cially to one whom she considered her
inferior. She might have left, but
she did not wish to give up her pleas-
ant home, especisll! as she had no
other to go to, and it lll(.l heer pro-
vided in the will that, while the home
was to go to the son, the mother was
to remsin as long asshe wished, so
she wisely tried to make the best of
the present state of affairs, Toall
outward appearance she treated

Cecelia as an equal and pretended to
be very proud of her, but in her home

life poor Cecelia felt keenly the barrier
that existed between them. Instead

of humilating her, it only increased

the natural bent of her own proud

disposition, for she was as good as her

mother-in-law, and as Mrs. Edward

Daton she demanded all the respeot

due her. )

Had her pride ceased bere it would
not have been so bad, but i true,
noble heart had been made to suffer
by it. Cecelia, like her own husband’s
mother, had intended to hel he: mm,l
but her intentions met w
the nmeg:':ge. Nellie had been right
when she folt that her sister was lost
to her forever, for in the multiplied
cares of her new life as & society 1ady
she found leee time now than ever he-
fore to give her sister Her visits were
short and far between, her excuse
being she did not wish to disturb her
sister during working houre, while her
evenings belonged to her hwband.
She did not remember now the many
sacrifices that same sister had made
for her, denying herself even necemsar-
ies in order to educate her.

Nellie felt this treatment keenmly.
On one oceasion,shortly after Cecelia’s
marriage, she waited at the front
door of Cecelia’s parish church t
speak to her, but instead of the usual
pleasant greetiug she found her hand
merely toucshed by the tipa of the
daintily-gloved fingers, a fow hurried
words, a cold invitation to csll scon
and then the rustliag of Cecelia's silk
drees grated harshly upon her ears as
she hurried away to her carrimge
Nellie stood staring after the depart-
ing vehicle, her breast torn by deep
emotion of amazement and- srrow.
Forcing back the tears that swelled
up in her eyes, she harried to her own
little home. which seemed moxe lonely
than ever now. .

“Poor little sister,” bsho thgught,
‘how changed she is; but perhaps it
is not her ff:g. I have often wished
that I might see her in high position,
and why should I complain now, ewen
though the accomplishment of my
wish has caused me to lose her forever?”

Ii was many weeks ere Nellie found
courage to go to that hurch again,
but the powerful magnet of sisterly
love drew her there once more. How-
ever, she remained in a secluded part
of the edifice, prayed more fetvently
then before and never again impomed
herself upon the lady’s presence.

Never had Edward Daton thought
of intertering with his wife’s religion
and in spite of his stepmother’s objent:
ions he had himself accompanied
Cecelin’ to church when each of the
three bright children God had given
them were baptized. He would hawvs
been better pleased had she boen s
Protestant, but from the beginming he
gave his mother plainly to undemntand
that his wife's religion was never to be
interfered with. When she saw the
little omes who were to be brought ap
in the *‘errors of Popery,”” her only
coneolation was that they were really
not of her flesh and blood. Shke

‘openly tebelled for the first time when
in & pretty nook near the lake in the
. garden - Cevelia had 8 little grotto
prepared, in - which she placd s
. -statue of Our Liady of Lourdes, keep-
ing the flowers fresh before it and
teaching the children to bring their

little offerings to the shrine assoon|

. s they were able. To the elder lady
it seemed like the worshiping of idols,
and sghe told Edward and his wifs so;

usisting that if “that  thing’* were
ot tiken down she would break 3t: but

yemrs had boen the prig

.u;m to reonin, .

ow, ona bright Juneeven

find the t‘mv;vil;g awembled on the
rood veranda in the front .of the

ness. Ona low stool at the futher’s
feet aits sewen-yearold “Agnes, 'a
beautifal child, whom he had named
ther. Her hemd thrrwn

back, » mam of bright

r her maslin drees

( isture which
is all he has to tallofi;mr whom he
doea not remember, gaze into his own
Edward, Jr. the pride of his ~heart
! A rightest ambitions,
is leaning upon hig shoulder, while
three-year-old Grace, = dark-eyed
besaty whom he calls her mother’s
own gird, sits on hisknes. Allare
litening attentively, for he is telling
s waonderful fairy stry. Theyoung
mother is deeply interested, too, nog

in the story, butin the happy group, |

of which she may well be proud.
The hour is still eatly, not near the
children’s bed time, but the slo

head of his Foungest child is resting

heavily npon his arm, the bright eyes

have in them & sirange luy while
the head burns with fe%eer. t‘rHO; looks
at his wife with an expresmion which
unconsciously conveys fear.

“What isit, Edwani?* she asks,

“Nothing, I hope, but Gracs dooa
nol appear well. " :

“Edward, you sre always troubling
yourself with annecesury fears about
the children,” said Cacalis, sdvancing
and looking at the child. “She has
been playing € much today and

will restore her.”

than words the fi
his search had -

bee
howme, a. perfoct picture of true-hat pi-{bad’ probably A

fountain, where been

LR W)
in aod held down by the current: )

The little body was promptl
| to the surfac y 'bn;?lite P,,

|extinot. As they brosghe him to the tal

shore his father, who |

ingin another direct
reached the spot,

in » ‘

he house,
[agsainat. hupe, the agonia
sammoned & phyican, only
the child was 'b.eyond‘flng 1

stricken mother t
dread tidings tired natur,

sud she relasped into unconaci

. Her fint thoughts on “ecove
snd fully realizing the tn
things were of her aister, -

‘ h ! » -.
finished, the father notices that tg cu!:llld.ohcwaly poey

P S

1 haveany power to
now in this the beginning of
mother’s death. But the one whp
she had forseken in xhs hout-of pre
perity could not be: with hes
hodr ofneed.

Nellie . had " married
before and bad gone o
to live. Like her visitaw
in the same_ ocity. with her;
letters had been short-mud 1,
but the ever laving aist
the slight with ‘patieat
‘making all ‘maner of exen

tired Dewselfout. - A good night’s rest negligent one. . Had .
. . to

Mrs. Daton sammonedl the nurse,
who took the little one awmy. Hsd

she obsrved how the ususlly active:
child went slowly up stairs and offared

1o reaistanceas the nure undressed her
and put her to bed, she might have
shared her husband’s sexiely, but her
children were given % much to the

care of servants that shodid little more:

thun pet and admire them when they
were brought to hexr dressd in the
prettiest - style possible. An hour
later Aynes was put 2o bed with the
little one, who had fallen inty o heavy
slumber, and regardlessof the children
the enire household retired 10 rest,
In the morning it was apparent to
the nure that Grace was really ill,
and & physioxn was sent for at onoe,
who ancounced the startling fact that
not only she, but hersister had the

scatles fever, of which thers ware sl

ready many severe cases in the city.
The symptoms wers not very slarming
&3 yet, but to the trained nurse whon

Nellte, in response: to &,

husband' and - pleasant:

to the house of sortow,’ R

lelfb:'nd )xe(;:_ ::k.-o‘gb il }

to be comidered o, the masage

wisely withheld by her hus

sent. back apolcgies, saying:that

impoasible. for ' his wife

lexve home. and telling : of

girl who had been haptizec

onor of her consin, e
The elder Mrs Daton, iustead: o

yo
trying to console the afflicted motkhier, 7
shut herself up in her room wesping|hi

sud moaning over the terrible: death
of her little grandson, but refusing
ee8 him vntil he had been 1aid in
little white casket, Tles

down to the parlor and.

to put her arm around .

in-law as she gazed up

little face: Bhe fouin

to give directions f

‘of the room wi

he sent to the house that duy he re. |
marked that it would have been|

much better for the younger
child hsd he been called the ive‘nig:g

| before, when she lind fint ben taken |

ill." Setretly he hnd serious fears for
her, as she had never been stroig
child.

In the excitement and snxiety con.
cerning the girls Edward was for s

time forgotten mnd wandered about |

the housoat will. Later he wastaken
in charge by the family nurse, with
whom he dined in the kitchen, and s
did he partmke of the mesl,

largee frosted cake which

had reserved for them.

selves, that there was no fear enter
tained for him When his own appetite
had been satisfied he, thought of his

little wisters, with whom he wished £
share his feast, but the nurse objected, |
explaining that the children were sick |

in bed and be eould not go to them

Child like, he rebelled and insisted.

upon ging, but was soon pasified by

being presented with & finy mil boss

made by one of the men, Later the
nare wis called away temporarily

‘ was left unguarded in}

k_itchen. No one noticed when
he slipped out, andhe was not missed
for two hours, He had been finally

been remembered, and the nurse had [h

been insiructsd to prepss
rexioval from the infected
he could not be found.

A thoroigh seaxch of the hotse wag ‘7
made, then they went to look for him

in the grounds and outbuildings, The
searchers were ahout. to give up in
despair, when the lttle bost was

was all nonserise tg take &
child to s public shurch;
st have & priest, who
| place the child any higher in

than he was, why not have him some| .

to the house, where only their o%

would be expected to attend.

funeral? S
“Mother,”” was Mr. Daton

*‘you onoe’ objected to havingy

come here to perform an §m

ceremiony, namely, my arr

I will not “bring one here now ¢

funeral -of my child,

desired it, I might do

her home

she - ple

I would not wish
‘here, with two
in the house "

When the questio
arose, Cecelis thought™of
#pot in the Catholic cem

the graves g
wished to put her '}
[ have him in conse

1 . » "
the Catholic child of
was Inid to rest,
. Buthow fared it
girle? Haveral times

discovered riding gracefully on’ the|ealled for her

waves of tlie - artificisl Iake, which for

Te of the place.,
A terrible feat fook ,of the place.,

a4 k

great snxrow she had known sinoe her |

m.
d
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