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- THE THO BROTHERS.

(By Orestes A. Brownson.)
Dontroversial Dialogue Between »
« Fresbyterian .and His Catholic

1  Brother. Leading Up to For-
4 mer's Conversion.

VII.

“Ana some who are essentially or-
thodox do so believe them, or at least
some of them, to be the word of God?”’

u-rhcy do.”

“Yet no one is essentially orthodox
«ho believes sanything but the essen-
tials to be essential?*

“No one.”

“And no one can belleve anything
to be the word of God without believ~
Ing it to be essential, as we nave
proved in the case of Toby and his
dog?’

“Unless essentially orthodox Protes-
tants believe, then, the same thing at
the same time to be both essential and
oot essential” b

*“That is not possible.”

“Tben it will be convenlent to drop
the distinction between essentials ang
non-essentials, and say that all who
believe anything to be the word of
God, except what i3 clearly and mani-
festly revealed, err essentially, will 1t
not?

“No; for all that Is revealed in the
Beriptures evidently i1s not clearly and
manifestly revealed, and it would be
absurd to say that a man can err es-
sentially in believing, when what ae
believes i{s the word of God.”

“Then you will take the ground
that all essentially orthodox Protes-
tants are, and always have been vir-
tual infidels, belHeving it no essential
error to make God a liar?”

*“Not that, by any means.”

*“You fal! back, then, on your former
ground, and say Protestantism is the
essentials; he who belleves these,
whatever eire he belleves or dis-
believes to be the word of God, is es-
sentially orthodox.”

“Very well.”

“But the non-essentials, or matters

“But the non-essentials, or matters
it is lawful to believe or disbelieve to
be the word of God, are not the words
of men or of devils, but revealed
truths, as we agree in our former con-
versation 7’

“Certainly.”

“But to belleve the words of men or
of devils to be the word of God is, as
you have said, essential error.’

“Tme.."

“Then, after all, we cannot say that

he who believes the essentials is es-
sentially orthadox, whatever else he
beHeves or disbelieves to be the word
of God; for this would {mply that it
i8 no essential error to add to the
word of God the words of men or of
devils.”
“Say, then, he who believes the es-
sentials is essentially orthodox, what-
ever else he belleves or disbelieves to
be the word of God, provided he be-
lieves nothing to be the word ot God
which is not his word.”

‘““Then none of those who believe
anything to be revealed which Presby-
terians deny are essentially orthodox.”

“I do not see tnat”

*“What they beliete exceeds what
you belleve, you hold to be either re-
vealed or not revealed. If revealed,
you are guilty of the sin of infldelity
in not believing it; if not revealed,
you must hold they err essentially,
for you hold they believe that to be
the word of God which is not ' his
word. The last is8 what you do hold.
and therefore you cannot hold that
they are essentially orthodox Protes-
tants.”

“Be it s80."”

“You must also deny those to be es-
sentially orthcdox who believe 1ess
than you do. If the matters you be-
lleve which they do not are not re-
vealed truths, you err essentially 1n
believing thew to e revealed; if they
are revealed, you must believe they
err esgentially in disbelieving them:;
since in disbelieviug them you must
bhold they disb.l\:ce God.”

“That seems to be s0.”

“Then you exclude from the essen-
tlally orthodox all who believe more
or less than yourselves:
but yourselves. 1If tHem you insist on
ihe proviso you have adopted in your
defintion, and say no ona can be essen-
tially orthodox who believes anything
in addition to the word, you must
elther give up your definition, as 1
have said, ‘between essentials and
monesgentials, or else say it is no es-
sential error to dlsbelleve God. Which
will you do?”
 “Neither.”

“But you either believe the nones-
sentials to be revealed truths, that is,
the word of God, or you do not. If
Fou do not, your distinction between
them and the essentials avails you
%othing, as we have seen. Hence you
liave insisted that they are revealed
gruths, But if you hold them to be
revealed truthe, you must hold them
ko be not nonessential, but essential,
as Toby and his dog have proved to
us, since to disbelieve them would be
to make God a lar, This you admit,
do you not?”

“I have admitted it over and over
agaln.”

“Then on no ground whatever can
¥you admit say portion of revealed
truth to be unessential, and, willingly
yYou must abandon
¥our distinction between essentials
And non-essentials, and either say
Protestants hdve been and are virtual
infidels in teaching that it is no es-
God, or

~

any portion of the revealed word,
Jearly and manifestly revealed or not,
can be disbelieved without essential
error.  Which altermative do you
tlect?”

“If either, the latter.”

“Presbyterians, then, are the only
msentially orthodox Protestants?’

“Very well.”

“Presbyterians are fallible, Hable to
be mistakén ™

“We do not, liks Romanists set upa
claim to infallibility.”

“If they are fallible, it is poesible
lhey take that to be the word of God
which is not hig word, or deny that 10
be his word which is his word. In
either case, they will be guilty of es-
sential error. Consequently, it is pos-
sible that Presbyterians themselves
are in essential error, and, therefore,
impossible for them to say with cer-
tainty that they are essentially ortho-
dox, and, therefore, they must admit
that it is uncertain whether there are
any essentially orthodox Proteitanis
at all;”

“But you forget that the essentials
are clearly and manifestly revealed,
and, therefore, may be known with all
necessary certainty.”™

“You also forget that we have just
egreed that all revealed truth is es-
sential, and that you have surrendered
the distinction between essentials and
non-essentials. You assumed, as you
were obliged, the nonessentials to be
revealed, for otherwise they would be
simply the words of men cor cof devils,
which it 1s not lawful to belleve to be
the word of God; but the moment you
admit them into the category of re-
vealed tfuths, you must either concede
them to be essential, or else that it is
no essential error to dishelieve God:
that i3 to be an infidel, and make God
a liar. This last you could not do;
therefore, you were obliged to say all

you say this, you must say, eMher
that the essentials are not restricted
to what is clearly and manifestly re-
vealed, or elgse that nothing but what
is clearly and manifegtly revealed Is
revealed at all. Which will you say 7

“For the present, that nothing s re-
vealed But what i» clearly and mani-
festly revealed. Almighty Qod 18
good, and natural reason suffices to
prove that he cannot have made that
necessary to be believed which is od- |
scure or doubtful., If he has made his
whole word necessary to be belisved,
the whole must be clearly and mani-
festly revealed, and what s not so
revealed can be no part of his word.”

“His word, being clear and manifest,
cannot be mistaken, or, at least, there .
can be no difficulty in determining
Wwhat it 11"

“None."’

“But clear and? manifest are rela-
tive terms. A thing may be clear and
manifest to you, and not to me. To
whom, then, do you say the word 18 ,
clearly and manlfestly revealed ?"

“What is clear and manifest is clear
and manifest and can be honestly mis-
taken by no one.”

“"But | mean, what Is alike clear ana
manilest to all men?”

“The word is revealed in the scrip-
tures. and in the scriptures alone, and
these alone are sufficlent?”

“Yes; that 18 what all Pentngiantg
aserr © The word is revealed In these

alike clearly and manutestiy to all
men 7"

“Yeg'

*1'v those who cannot read, as to

those who can?”

“There should be none who cannot |
read.” {
“But nineteen-twentieths of mar-
kind, at the lowest calculation, cannot
read. and nearly as large & proportion
of those who caf read canmot read so
as to understand what they read. Do
you say the revealed word fs clearly
and manifestly revealed to all these?”

“Of those to whom little 18 given
iittle will be required.” !
“That is to say, Almighty God does
not require faith in his word of the

immense majority of the human
race?”

“I say not that. Those who cannot

that it, alt |

read He imstructs by his pastors and
by His Holy Spirit.”

“But If the Instructions of pastors
and the direct revelation of the Holw
Spirit, are necessary in the case of the
larger part of mankind, how can you
say the scriptures are sufficient?”’
“The scriptures are sufficient.”

“That is, for whom they sufiice, and
when and where they are not insuffici-
ent. That can hardly be questioned.
But ket us confine ourselves to those
who can read and claim to be teacti-
ers among Protestants, so-called.
These all admit the seriptures contain
the whole revealed word?”

“They do.”

“That thef are the sole and suf~ .
ficlent nile «f faith and practice?’ i

“Certalnly.* i

“And that the word revealed in
them is clear and manifest?”

‘ngquestionably.”

“And that only what is clea: snd
manifest is revealed

‘Be it s0.”

“Then they all agree as to what the
tword ia?"

- “No; I am sorry {0 say they do nes"

“There is a disagreement, thenww
some saying the word is one thing,
others saying it is not that, but some-
thing else?” .

“But .there 18 no honest disa.gree—-
mnent for the matter is clear and maple
fest, and none who do pot wilitully;
<¢lose theiroyelmthotmthcan mlu»

-

%
-
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that is revealed is essential. But. if .
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Mary's Academy, Notre Dame, Indi—

i Bleued Sacrament, gives $70,000 an-

i A great grandson of Paul Revers,

1
A.n all parties dishomest?”
“No."
“Which is the honest, which the dis-
honest party ™

mm.n ‘N
“Which varty is that™

revealed.”
“So say all paruu: but which
that party? °
*‘The scriptares must decide.”
{To Be Continued.)

A prima donna whose initia! attempt

unusual success is Rose Cecelia Shay,
daughter of Thomaa F. Shay, the not-
ed Cincinnati ériminal lawyer whn
was at one time president of the Ham-
ilton County A. 0. M,

A convention of the Polish soclaties
of St. Joseph's Union will be held In
Braddock. Pa., op Jan. 14. These so-
cleties have a membership of over
2,000, i

A TRUE FRIEND OF THE YOUNG

The Late Bishop Lenihan of the Sep
of Cheyenne.
Bishop Thomas M. Lenthan, of

Cheyenne, {s the last American B:shop
to pass to his reward. He was re-

-

ties of mind and heart, A western ex-
change says of him:
han was a very lovable person from
boyhood. He was a favorite in col-
lege; a favorite among his fellow-
priests; a favorite among the Bishops.
He was not & man of affected good-
ness or artificlal suavity. He was
generous by nature, and to his fond-
ress of heart was added a genuino
piety that made every man dear to him
as a brother. He was belaoved by Prot-
l estants as well as Catholica; and it
was the former who first spoke of pe-
’ titloning Rome to send Bim back to
! Iowa. He was & great patron of ed-
]

ucation, and his parochial schools
were the best in the province, and a
model of efickency and completeness

| of equipment. He fslt the great nec-

essity of supplying to the rising gen-
eration that religlous ‘mxilien’ which
in this country is not to be found out-
side the parochial school. Qur social
atmosphers is not Protestant; it Is
worse; it s absolutely non-religious.
The normal nafure of the chlid dies
from spiritual atrophy. Bishop Leni.
han strove to supply the deficiency by
building and meintaining perochial
echools. This was perhaps his great-
est achievement; and one to which hie
name will be lnk&d lo.gest.”

The Ave Maria has the following re-
garding the lamented prelate:

“Though Bishop Lenithan, of Chey-
enne, was known tp be in delicate
' health for some time—almost since
| his congecration in 1897—news of his

death last week came as a' palnful
i1 surprise. As chief pastor of a diocese
of vast area and emall population
Bishop Lenihan's life was as labori.
ous as that of any frontier missionary
] ‘What Cardinal Manning desired mosi
of his priests, “very hard work and
very little money,” was the lot of the
Bishop of Cheyenne. We may add
that Cardinal Manning would bave
found in the lamented prelate many of
the other qualities that go to make up
an ideal priest.”

l The tearing down of St. Mary's old
{ Church, Jersey City, preparatory tc
the erection of a new one will begin
in a few weeks, The new church wil
be a $600.000 bullding. .
Rev. Father Morendino, who has
meen teaching an Italian «chool in
Thurber, Texas, for several months,
‘has received a letter from the Italian
consul at New Orleans, in which the
latter congratulates Father Morendino
for having established the school and
promises to supply all school! books
for the pupils free of charge. Father
Morendino has our best wishes for hin
success.

The prize of $100 offered by th- Ame
erican Catholic Histarical Sociciy of
Philadelphia, open to all Catholic in-
stitutions In the United Ststes, Cana-
da and Mexico, was won Ly Miss Paule
a8 pupll of St

wﬂm

‘Work {s proceeding very rapidly on
st. Michael’s Church for the itadans
at Portland, Orgxog_. .

-

\ . .
In a pastoral letber Bishop Horts-
mann, 6f Cleveland, Ohio, mentions
the fact that Mother Katherine Drex-

Superioress of the Sisters of the

nually to the education of the Indum
ehildren. ,

2
» & w B
bf patriot fame, disd recently in Mor~
tistown, N. J. He, too, was named
Paul Revere. He wis a lawyér, &
veteran of the Mexican and Olvil ware
and a Cathole, having beconie a con-
vert twenty*ﬁvc JeArs ago..

We keep a supply of A, O. H. and
A, 0 H. Aaxilinry ‘blanks. Call
; and get our prices. They are as low
as any. All kinds of pnnting done
at ressonsble ratos, Tax ,ﬁmnonu* .
Jomar.oﬂieouut 324} 7

*“The orthodox party is the henest

“The one which heliewes what, and
only what {s clearly and manifestly

at grand opera has been signalired by |

markable for magpy exceptional qu;
“Blshop Leni- '
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. PROTESTANTISM, . >

———

The Gloamy Utterances of his Nev
York Preacher and Some of His
Obvious Comments—He Refers to
Ouz_Holy Mother as the “Domi«
nant Church.”

Quies of tht

A sermon as gloomy ax the desth
typified in the passing of the year,
and eimost as hopelemw of the future.
was preached recemtly by the Rev.
Dr. George C. Lorimer hefore his fash-
fonable New York congregation. His
subject was “The Perlls of Present
Protestantism.” The remasons for the
gZloomy prospect wers chiefly four:

Depleted treasuriex and diminished
congregations.

A complete lack of enthuslasm in |
its people, due to the revival of clan.
glcism in Qermany and France and
the icy comservatism which has been
the outgrowth of it.

The growth of chariatanism, as ex.
emplified by the “¥oly QGhoat and
| Us” group and similar offshoots of
present day Protestautism.

A disposition to neglect “dostrine.” . And how mlgr
for whick the people crave. ! ¢ .

Protestants have beaen wont to re- citissh—ensbpet
gard Roman Catholiclsm as their most geeking publio
powerful enemy, faid Dr. Lorimer. ]
Now., however, they must agek the

most imponln

him as the good

causes of their peril within. In them~ leadep of that Jittle
as the indomitabl
pointed up, alding
. ample and punhiu L)
which he had Tean

'ly Loras and Creton

selves, not in their eneminss, i5' the
‘danger, and the torshudowlns of de-
structici.

To =n outsider, it seems a liitle sur- .
prising that the brethren are only bee
ginning to realize that vary old truth
that it s not in the straegth of others
but in our own weakness that we fall,
If the Church profits by the accldent
of contrast. it her old strength still
lifts itself in the faoce of her mnelkh-
bor's exceeding weaknems—still, as
Dr. Lorimer polnts out, it Is not Cath- |
ollciam, but Protestantism, that ‘is
killing Protestantiim.

Considering, however, that the xood
doctor has cast off &l his fear of the
“old-time antagonist™ it is remark-
able how much notioe he payr her in
this very sermon. Kpg calis her the
“dominant Church” with grudging em. -
phasis. He says she has *‘troiibles of
her own” and yet admits that she ix
still Quite ready and able to saddle
the troubles of the world.

“When the higher ctitichm of to-
day attacks the fundamenta! prinel
ples of our faith,” he says, “who 18-
. there to raise and declare the Bible /

inspired? The Pope. While Protese
| tant sanctusries resound with the
clamor of the ‘new thought', whers i»*
to be found the custodian of inaplred

that he woult

his word af co
ample for wa

 dler 1ay down
hopex fell,. An
" fest of the alt
will, bzt Thine,
yes, lot us toil

-

denoce, gifts of fact

8pirit of the theological sacra of the
Holy See may be too doctrinal, the
spirit of Protestantism Is the opposite’ guyiqpg teat,
—a tendency away from positive
statement and the old established whomloover
foundetions on which all religipus ‘turo He
truth resis.'

The Rev. Dr. Lorimer neemt to
bave put himself into something like 4,
e logical dilemma. He docan’t faar the
Catholic Church. Not he, Her Infiu~
ence is waning. Protestantiam  must
-look for iip peril in its own apathy.
Yet—yet—the Catholic Church is the
custodian of inspired truth, and the
preacher ends up by finding he fears =
her strength & good deal, affer all,
No wonder he is purzled and t;u:led
ap in his own ressoning, Perhaps it -
is not yet given bim to see what mtm,
be s0 obvious to many of clearer sixht

l —that the very same, weakuess which'

he admits is the peril of Protestantism:
" §s the thing which iz the strength of
the Catholic position. So that in 1&&1’«
ing the. inadequacy of Protestantism .onypera, 4
he is really fearing the coutrasting the altay of
sufficlency and -steadfest power of
the Catholic Church,

these :uu he

voies ‘of God'in

dered 1t he & o
plae 3

fnquiry formed at the Chuch of the
‘Agsumption, Philade}phis, Pa, axa
result of the mission tonon-Catholics ary he:!
are now avowedly under Instruction = Jesum ¢
for recepfion into the Church, and it Jam
{s probabie that thirty-five will event-
aally unite with the one fo1d of Clrist, - to4hiex
Some of thoss under instruetion speak: | I
of members of thelr famiiles and oth~ ;¢
er relnfives and friends who havs gzen i
the ¢
ture and who are considering the
question of placing themle!veﬁ ﬁnaer ;
lnmuction. '

One of the lur:eut stone watls: evep tt tod -
built in this country Is soon'‘to be  drult of hel
erected by the Sisters of St Clare Christi |
Convent in Hartwell, Oblo. The en-. wh
tire farm of esventy actes it to bs 8Oy
fenced in with-a wall eight feet-high. pi
and two fect thlek, - Soveral Jarge
buildings are to be srected on il
naund, and Dumerons ol mf

ents made. The Bisters mii

ufld the wiall because they wish tor:Bi
be shut off from thie risst of the world,.
bzt they wish the convnt to he
destructible, and prefer Vatoue to urdiw
nary tencmg for this rmn. .
w :
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