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Mr A Herman will visit subscribers 
•j&m- Anlmrnt N. "¥, next week. 

THfc **«W YEAR BRIDE. 

Tb»ir cUngor echoes far and wide; 
Through m»ir< 1» I dells 
Th«lr t r umph «weil», 

They ring m y lore a tmpPf bride. 
Jnv bears «ub aote, 
A s far they Hoax, v 

And all the air is lilted wHh iprUW. 

AUBURN. 
Ihe little ones in the Primary Depart-

'^mm&M%*%tiT FMwflyBdwol,enjoyed 
^a, yfljrtJTftT programme Friday afternoon. 
T F i t t M n g in the programme- Song. 

" S i t * Clans is coming" First Grade: 
" Sanitation, *"J?he Bmiy Seasons" Second 
« 0 i i l e ; Recitation, "BeaatiM Face" 
^JUrfU Slafctery; ,-Song, "There's a Won-
~d«rftl Tree"; Recitation, "Christinas 
^Belfe" Aloyeiu8 Eafferty, Recitation. 

"Ch|i8tinaB Roaee" Florence Shayler ; 
wSdtfii "I'd, a Letter ftrom Papa" Irene 
•-^Oallihan; Rotation, '•ChriatJnab.'Mary 

JfeGabe"; VIelcome to Santa C3auB,LittIe 
~Os*|; Recitation, "The Stockings" John 
^Corcoran; Song, "Shine Out Oh Blessed 
^S*a|'; Recitation, ""Why She Didnt 

Lawh" Helen Mallon ̂ Recitation, Little 
Fka&rm, Kittle Doyle; Hong, Hello Oen-

--fcraO'ive Little Girls; Recitation, Boys, 
Marr Stephen*; Recitation, The First 
Gfctfttnaa8,,Maiy Sypnot. Dnet, Kissing 
Paw, I. Callahan find M. Stephen; Reci­
tation, Santa Clang, JosephJfavanangh; 

k Recitation, December, Marfe" Doyle;tW 
u>g Choraa, Good Night. 

SENECA FA1L& 
•Jfcie Reverend Father Gilmore of Buff­

alo il visiting bis mother in Bridge st. 
Stephen Byrne of St. Andrew's Sem­

inary, Rochester, is spending the holi-
.^daypat the home of his mother in Wush-

motion street. 
€fe©rge Marlon of New York is home 

_ for &e holidays. 
Ĵ liv. Father Dwyer attended the fu-

neril of the late Rev. Father Leary in 
Rochester, Thursday. 

The 10:80 mass in St. Patrick's church 
Sunday will be celebrated for the late 
Janes A. Flanagan; given by the K. of 

Vfr6 marriage of Miss Margaret Mur­
phy of Troy to Bernard McGuire of (Jen 
eva, formerly of Seneca Falls, will be 
«eW&atedThnreday in Troy. 

William Casey of Schenectady spent 
XanM at the home of- his parents in this 
place. 

The marriage of William F. Lynn of 
Rochester and Miss Hester Veronica 

« Orpin of Seneca Falls is announced. 
High Midnight mass was celebrated 

in St, Patrick's church by Rev. George 
._ J Dialer of tit Bernard's Seminary, 

Rochester. The sermon at the mass 
-was »1BO delivered by Father Eisler. The 
other masses were at 7:80, 8, tt and high 
3maw at 10:30 which was celebrated by 
Rcrr, Father Dwyer, who also delivered 

~ the sermon. The altars were beauti-
^jnlly decorated with lillies, roses, potted 
•plant* and lights. Before the mass Mrs. 

J. C Bjan, Mrs. Mean and Messrs. J.G. 
Hinkle and a H. McBride sang, -While 
SHeppard's Watched Their Flocks By 
Night" The choir sang the Kyrio,lilDria. 

-Credo and Agnus Dei by Loeach and the 
Offertory, Aoeste Pidelis, by Novello. 
A t the end of the mass Miss Wary Ste 
TCMJIaag, "0 Holy Night," assisted by 
the choir. 

School will re-open Jan. 6th. 
Confessions will be heard Thursday. 

Jajtritad, for all who wish to receive 
^Holy Communion on the first Friday of 
the new year. 

A SHORTSVILLE. 
Finley McQnillian after three years 

.service in the Signal Corps in the 
Philippines, returned home last week 

•"Tueway. 
Misses Mary Dunn andjMarie O'Neil, 

~4)f Seneca Falls, spent Christinas with 
- their parents. 

P. W. O'Brien, of Oklohoma. Kan., 
~J» the truest of his parents. 

Prank Moore, of Bolivar, spent Christ­
mas with his familyJbere. &y 

JambB Martin, of Ohio, is spending 
-two weeks with his parents in Man­
chester. 

Miss Mary Clancy spent Christmas 
—with relatives at Mertensia. 

Kf. and MXB. Normanly spent Christ-
--jnaB at Auburn as the enest of the 
• former's sister. 

Thoae New Year b«ll», tbewe New Ye»r boll^ 
How Ho'llv mellow ringn tlioir lone' 

Tli«lrJoy It wells 
In nnittxio«w»ll8. 

And dies far on the azure zone; 
A nil m rarphi (atr 
Muse hi>rii limir 

That winter's day »o fair hit jrrown. 
Tliose ^• Ye^r belli, those New Yrar belli. 

They occio b> tiio mountain side. 
Thmiurh frozen felig, 
I h, y weava tlielr spells, 

Tim I rltiiim > lore ti-happy bride. 
O'er vale anil hill 
Tiietiemurlllirul. 

And earth niid air i s llllwi wl'.h pride. 

^State of Ohio, City of Toledo, ) 
Iincaa County, SB. I 

Frank J. Cheney makes oath that he 
"~j» senior partner of the firm of F. J.Che-

s a y & Co., doing business in the city of 
^Toledo, county and state aforesaid, and 

- that said firm will pay the sum of ONE 
J3BLTJNDRBD DOLLARS for each and 
wxtreiy esse of Catarrh that cannot be 
AMonred by the use of Hall's Catarrh Cure. 

FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in 

*v*ynypreBence this 6th day of December, 
jb* n, l m 

, - ^ A. W. GLEASON. 
•J Seal h Notary Public. 

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally, 
£-̂ Und acta- directly on the blood and mu-
^eawi surfaces of the system. Send for 

^^testimonials, free. 
t CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 

Sold by Druggists, 75c. 
HaU'eFamily Pills are the best 

IRH Sorely Recommend It. 2 
f: :" Alpena, Mich., Felj. a, MBO. 
':M IftftM recommended Pastor Koenlg'a 

•<0mn^lonits in many cases that came 
maOm any ob«rvatwn while stationed at 
Jaaaora,.- ICtoh., and in all case* it had 

1 *4aa oMlfsa effect, and eapecially ao with 
SfHMi JT. Rolwtek,. air. Jaa, Sullivan and 
j lea—tita* .ana' Mary. Maaurek. Knowing 
*4he ToturM m. humbur. I recommend It 

„ l*1*t*i*rt^0k.. come to my noace. 
jK^^*--*««" C JTowakowsW. 

" "v SI I IW8 ! iy*s*» *«• ' c«rt«» 
LI fciii'iAei' Suffertng aeverai yeara 

aarvouuMti and ^ u l d not *I«sn, 
7«r taklna on«- bottle of Pastor 

Nerve Tonic could «o to bed 
1 aleep all hiirht I am faltolr 

with Ita e f f e c t ? ^ * *™ mKmr 

A Valuable Book en Ner­
vous Pla—laes and a Sknpta 
BotU» u »n» addcvH Paer pa 
Utnti alto K0t the an<ldae ITM 

, th« Kav r t m i Ko»w of JTort 
,lwL tine* Mia, and mom by tb* 

IJtfltellO M I D . CO., Chicago, I I I . 
... _ . «• a.Vneklla M a i ^WtJtrHaJnl 

•»*•» aaMar « aw a* ^i^rm^M^ 

ARRIETT and 
Hannah Primrose 
were ^ery much 
surprised to see 
Lawyer Kittredge 
turii In from the 
old Stookbrldgo 
road and come up 
Primrose Hill to­
ward their little 
house one flno 

morning the day before New Years. 
Mr. Kittredge had an office la Pitts-

fleld, about two miles away, and, al­
though these twin sisters knew him 
by reputation and sight, they had yet 
to speak with him: therefore, their 
surprise whon they saw him advanc­
ing upou their castle. What In the 
world could he want with them? They 
were alone In the world, and hud been 
for over thirty years. They lived in 
the little oak ribbed house In which 
they were born a halt century before 
and were unmarried. They were quiet, 
refined, gentle little bodies, but as 
courageous as lions. Their friends 
had many yeara bofore given up trying 
to prevail upon them to move nearer 
"town/* a s Plttsflold is proudly called 
by its Inhabitants in a way that con­
stant practice has made casual. In 
Primrose Hall, on Primrose Hill, Har­
riott and Hannah Primrose were born, 
and there thoy intonded to die. Their 
father, Adnm Primrose, had left the 
house and |10,OO0 to them just before 
he blessed them and slipped away. 
There was anothor child, a son, who 
had disappeared and died In China, a 
year or so bofore his father died in the 
old home. So everything had gone to 
the sisters. 

Many ambitious young men had 
come to 'woo the sisters in other days, 
but Harriett and Hannah were not to 
be wooed. They loved each other too 
dearly to ever allow any man to come 
between that lovo. In all the years 
they had never spoken to each other 
except in tones of affection. People 
used to say that the love existing be­
tween the Primrose sisters was the 
most beautiful thing in tho Berkshire 
Hills. Everybody knew their history, 
and how Jasper Hardliner had lost 
their little all in a speculation ho had 
urged them to embark upon. Hard-
lines was the meanest man in Massa­
chusetts. He lived about half a mile 
nearer Pittsfleld than the Primroses, 
in a ramshackle house, with his half-
Starred wife. I t was said that he had 
millions of money, but that is gen­
erally said of mean old men. Nobody 
would ever suspect that he had a dol­
lar from his appearance; and Mrs. 
Hardline* looked Bhabbier than he. 
She was In mortal terror of him, too, 
and had been for over thirty years. 

In answer to Lawyer Klttredge's 
knock, the door was softly opened by 
Hannah Primrose, and he was request­
ed to enter. It was as good as a. tonic 
to look at and listen to the big voiced, 

lblg framed Frank Kittredge. His laugh 
waB as hearty and genuine as one of 
the sons of Bobby Burns. 

"Good morning, ladles. Allow me 
to introduce t o you an ornament of 
the Boston bar, who has been all over 
the world, and who came to Pittsfleld 
six weeks ago t o settle down—in other 
words, allow me to present to you 
Lawyer Francis Kittredge," Then he 
went off into a perfect hurricane of in­
extinguishable laughter. The Prim­
rose sisters, in. spite of all they could 
do, were compelled to smile in sym­
pathy. Lawyer Kittredge had such a 
rosy, face, and such magnificent teeth, 
and wide, honest blue eyes. 

"Now, ladies, I want you to under­
stand that I a m your friend. I know 
all about you, and how that old ras­
cal, Hardllnes, did you out of your in­
heritance. Nou.11 don't know all, but 
I want to know. How much was it?" 

"It was $10,000," replied Hannah, 
i "All you poaaessed?" 
'v. "All we possessed," answered Har­
riett. Then she went on: "That is, 
in money. We own this little prop­
erty, and Mr. Hirdlines pays us the 
Interest on the money, which is very 
good of him, a s he needn't do it." 

"How much Interest, pray?" 
' "Two slid a half per cent. Some 
years, only 2 per cent.—-» 

"And there were six years when he 
only jpaid one and a half," drearily 

lira!" Muttered Kttfr 
W.ao.yott«e*w he 

»lett. "We put np preserves and sell 
I them, and our wants are tew." 
1 "Didn't you have a brother? The 
• people in the village say you had." 
' "Oh, poor Sidney," Harriett said. 
; 'He had a light with a boy, and An-
j agining that he had killed him, fled. 
! Hfe died in China many years ago." 
• and then these two lovely souls sur-
: reptitlously wiped their sweet, patient 
j syes; Lawyer Kittredge -watched 
I them with a lump in his throat for a 

rew minutes, and then, la an altered 
tone, said: 

•» "Harriett and Hannah Primrose, you 
I may trust me. I am nearly fifty years 

af age, and I have two sisters Just like 
you—Just as sweet and patient and 
good as you are. May the dear Lord 
deal by them as i do by you. I want 
you to invite Jasper Hardllnes and his 
poor wife here to dinner to-morrow!" 

Had an earthquake happened along 
, at that moment the sisters might 
, have been a trifle more astonished. In­

vite Hardllnes and his wife to their 
' scanty board! No, no. Would he 
| come? Oh, yes! he would go any­

where to get something for nothing. 
> "Then invite him, have a good dln-
! ner for five, for I shall be one of the 
. party, and I promise you, on the hon-
' or of a—Kittredge, that you shall 
I never regret having done as I ask you 

to do," and with that Lawyer Kitt-
[ redge kissed the hands of each sister 

and withdrew. They watched hlB fine 
figure swing down Primrose Hill and 

, up the Stockbridge road toward Pitts­
fleld, and then they sat and gazed at 
each other speechlessly. 

The next day over the nuts and 
raisins, Mr. Kittredge suddenly said 
to Jasper Hardllnes: 

"Mr. Hardllnes. you have a pretty 
good appetite, while Mrs. Hardllnes 
seems to scarcely eat anything." 

"Pretty good, pretty good," cackled 
the old miser. "Oh, she!" throwing a 
wicked glance at hla scared looking 
wtfe, "she eats me out of house and 
home! She has a terrible appetite--a 
tor-ri-ble appetite—haven't you, bag­
gage?" suddenly, like the snarl of a 
wolf. 

"Yes! Oh, yes, Jasper. I do eat a 
lot. thank you!" and the poor thing 
actually qualled~Tmder her husbands 
baleful look. 

"Do you know, Hardllnes," meas-
uredly continued Kittredge, "that you 
remind me of a man—named- Pettln-
glll —I defended once In New Orleans 
—for murder? What's the matter, 
Hardllnes? Dinner disagree with you? 
Never mind him. ladies, he Is all 
right now. Oh, but this Petttnglll 
was a slick, psalm singing rascal! but 
such a cold blooded wretch. Woll. ho 
was hanged. He used to tell me so 
many stories. One I shall always re­
member. It seems that he was a New 
England man born of good parents, 
too. but the devil looked out of his 
snaky eyes, and the world to him was 
distorted. It seems that when he was 
s young man there was a girl in the 
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Come, new year. 
And atreiw pale rosea for thy sister's Wi 
L O V M are turned cold that aX her bir 

leaped high. 
When thou art oJd, thou, too. forgot. gJuil 

He. 
With all thy ffotden stories faded, •ere. 

Coma, new year! 

Sleep, dead year! 
For dear de l ights are flown, and days art 

drear. 
For oh, for eh, bleak lie the fields anc 

bare; 
Woe Is use—woe—winter is everywhere* 
With eyes that »ee not. ear» that nevei 

hear. 
Sleep, dead year! 

Come, new year! 
But silent! Let fall no foolish tear 
For cankering care, or grief, or Joy go-n« 

by. 
Blnce all must yield to age and change 

and die. 
"With past Joya cherished, perished, dayr 

once dear, 
Sleep, dead year! 

Bleep, dead year! 
Soon on spring's breast your violets shal 

peer. 
Burst from earth's casket for thy pleas-

urtng, 
Purple and gold, her tender treasurirg. 
Hark' the first robin, singing loud and 

clear! 
Come, new year! 

THE BED FIFER. 
EY. there, lit tie 
flfer. w h a t are y o i 
do ing?" caller) »u 
Sergt L a R a m e e 
"ho was on his w a ; 

to the nelghborlnt 
t o w n In quest of i 
port fricasse for th< 
Colonel's New Year"; 
supper. 

"I WTO tell y o i 
ho-w It is. Monsleuj 
Sergeant . ' ' replief 

the l ittle flfer; "his Majes ty the King 
be ing In p r e s s i n g need of money . an<_' 
w i s h i n g to present a new chateau a., 
a New Year's g i f t to a relative, it hai 
been decided by the court that the rpgl 
ment . m u s i c i a n s , and soldiers shall noi 
be paid th i s month . So. as my grand 
mother is poor a n d I haven ' t a cent ir 
my pocket to b u y her a N e w Year'h 
turkey, I h a v e come out here by tht 
wall to break the Ice In the trenches 
and see If I can' t nsh out a few frogs ' 

• D o n ' t count on that ." sa id L.a 
R a m e e ; "frogs s l eep In winter." 

"I know that , but the sky Is so blu« 
and warm I t h o u g h t perhaps thet 
m i g h t w a k e u p . " 

The s e r g e a n t •went on his way , and 
the l ittle flfer courageous ly hackee 
a w a y at the Ice. 

Thi s flfer. who loved his g r a n d m o t h e i 
s o much, w a s indeed a s pretty a fellow 
a s one wou ld w i s h to see. Not much 
h i g h e r t h a n a m a n ' s knee, and dressec 
In red, as w e r e ' a l l of his regiment , he 
p layed his-* flre so gracefu l ly as he 
m a r k e d the t i m e for the whiskered 
halberdiers behind h im that , on theli 
e n t r y into t o w n s , the ladles a t the win­
d o w s forgot to look a t the drum major 

The flfer unders tood frog fishing at 
wel l as he did pip ing w a r tunes . When 
t h e ice w a s cut out a n d a little round 
pool of c lear w a t e r appeared , he soon 
improvised a l ine and rod of a piece 
of s t r i n g he had with him and a reed 
wh ich he c u t n e a r by. But bait w a s 
lacking . Ordinari ly this would not 
h a v e dis turbed our f isherman, as ha 
wou ld h a v e used a wi ld poppy for th<! 
purpose ; frogs axe so greedy that any­
t h i n g red a t t r a c t s them Hut popple' 
do not flourish under the snow, and, 
hunt as he m i g h t , noth ing red could b* 
found. 

H e w a s about to g i v e up In despair 
and go a w a y w h e n , Just at that mo­
ment , a g r e a t f r o g poked Its head out 

"Go right baok to rour lioi • ' 

Tillage loved by two young fellows. 
One of these young men waa named 
Marbury. Ho was poor. The other 
was named—Smith. He was the 
meanest of mortals—a miserly young ' 
man. But he was generous enough ' 
one day, , when he gave Pettlngill 
$1,000. That was a few days after' 
Marbury's body was found frozen in • 
the ice of the Housatonic, under the 
bridge, up yonder. ' He had been < 
thrown over the bridge the night be- • 
fore, after Pettlngill had crushed In 
his skull. Smith married the girl, 
and ill-treated her from that day to 

. But, I say, Hardllnes, you're 
not eating? Now, Mr. Hardllnes, you 
are to go right back to your house and 
return here In half an hour, with ten 
thousand dollars In money, not checks, 
for Harriett and Hannah Primrose, my 
two dear sisters!" and before the sis­
ters had time to faint their brother 
had them crushed to his big. deep 
chest. 

Jasper was back in the specified 
time with the money. He laid It 
carefully on the table, looked at Sid­
ney Primrose with horrible eyes, and 
then staggered out of the house. His 
poor wife was in such an agony of 
fear, that they kept her there all 
night, and forever after, for Hardllnes 
was found dead in his hut next morn­
ing, and to this day nobody knows 
what he did with the money he was 
supposed to have had.—John Ernest 
McCann. 

THE NEW YEAR'S WELCOME. 

i4?,Ai*,-',-(.';. 

Pale winter waits 
At Time's wid« (rates. 

To welcome the new-born Tear, 
With a robe of snow. 
And a lullaby, low, 

That none but he may hear. 
Bright Spring is ooy and btdes her time; 

Fair Autumn's step Is slow; 
Swoet Summer delays in a southern olime; 

While the tfew Tear wakes below. 

Yet Sorter will have smiles for the youthful 
Years i 

And summer, love, In his prime: i 
Autumn will lavish wealth and cheer, I 

On the Year, in his later time. i 
Bat'tis Winter will weave him his shroud ol 

•now, 
Whon the Old Year dies, at last, 

And will watch by hut side, as life ebbs low, 
Mil bis last hour Is past 

OkIthe*j fdWeWTe«r 
To them all l* dear, 

* B r t W i n t e r l o m him best: 
»h«UflwtlB his heart, 

"Hey. there. TJttleFlfer. what are yon doing"-" 
of the w a t e r . Laz i ly , a s If half t s l e e p . 
It s t re tched out its legs , opened first 
one a n d t h e n t h e o ther of its pretty 
y e l l o w e y e s to the sun, swel led i t s 
w h i t e t h r o a t , a n d ut tered a gent le 
croak, t o w h i c h o ther croaks responded 
from al l a l o n g t i i e s i d e s of the ditch. 

"That m u s t b e the mother of the 
other f rogs ." t h o u g h t the l itt le fifer, 
w h o h a d n e v e r before seen such a larg* 
one. " W h a t a ohance . and w h a t a pity 
t o let i t e s c a p i ! " 

All a t o n c e a sudden Idea struck 
h i m " 

" W h a t If I w « r e t o take one of m y 
s u s p e n d e r s t r a p s ! It Is the regulat ion 
scar le t , a n a the frogs will sure ly bi te 
a t I t " 

N o s o o n e r s a i d than done. T h e red 
s t r a p d a n c e d merri ly on the clear, sh in­
i n g water , ju s t in front of the frog's 
nose . I t se i zed It, the fisherman Jerk­
ed, t h e l ine broke, and the frog darted 
u n d e r the w a t e r , c a r r y i n g the cloth 
With It. 

T h e f rog reappeared, bit aga in , t h e 
l ine broke, a n d t h e second ha l f went j a 
Join t h e first 

" B a h ! " s a i d t h e fisherman. '.'What 
h a r m w o u l d t h e r e be in cut t ing a l itt le 
p i ece o u t o f m y w a i s t b a n d ? N o o n e 
wi l l e v e r w a n t t o look under m y jack> 
• t " 

T a k i n g h i s ' kntfe , h e out out a l i t t l e ' 
p iece , w h i c h t h e frog, a l a s ! carried 
a w a y a s before, and t h e n a n o t h e r one, 
a n d a n o t h e r ones. 
, S e r g t L a R a m e e , w h o w a s on h i s 

w a y back w i t h his provis ions , found 
t h e u n l u c k y l i t t l e flfer s i t t i n g d o w n a n d 
c r y i n g b i t ter ly . - ' 

" W h a t l A aoMler c r y i n g ? A n d 
.why?" 
. Tor answer tia« little fifer *tcod up. 

"This la a bad buelnee*,* said La 
Itanteti after lookln* for a lone t in* 

• t the cut troaaen. "Injury to cloth­
ing or exradptnent* furnished by the 
G o v e r n m e n t i s a m a t t e r t « be tr ied by 
a c o u r t - m a r t i a L " 

S a y i n g tiate, b e w e n t a w a y , t w i s t i n g 
h i s l o n g m u s t a c h e , 

The l i t t l e M e r w e p r ail t h e m o r e bit­
ter ly . H e a l r e a d y s a w himsel f arrest ­
ed, a n d t h e n taken b e t w e e n t w o g e n ­
d a r m e s b e f o r e h i s Judges . In v a i n h e 
tried t o m o v e t h e n , saylngr: "It w a s no t 
for m y s e l f ; I t waa to g e t a dish of 
frogs for g r a n d m o t h e r , w h o is o ld a n d 
poor, a n d w b o h a d noth ing for her 
N e w Y e a r ' s dinner." The m i l i t a r y code 
w a s Inflexible. He w a s d i s g r a c e d , h i s 
fife a n d l i t t l e s w o r d w e r e broken, a n d 
they l ed h i m o u t on a p la in w h e r e , t w o 
m o n t h s before , h e b a d m a r c h e d at th< 
head of h i s r e g i m e n t pas t a e h o t .son-
s c r i p t 

Then, t h i n k i n g of his arandrnother , 
out of her m i n d w i t h cold and soir«>w„ 
he dec ided it would be b e t t e r to d ie 
right a w a y , s o h e le t himsel f s l i p down 
on t h e froeen »now tow%rd t h e black 
hole in w h i c h the s t a r s w e r e a l ready 
sh in ing . 

Hut In w h a t a w o n d e r f u l p l a c e t h e 
little flfer suddenly found himself . A s 
far a s he cou ld see there w e r e g r e a t 
s h i n i n g arches , through which t h e so f t 
l ight Altered, and l o n g plants , covered 
with s p a r k l i n g crys ta l s , r i s ing from be­
low l ike de l i ca te columns. These , m i n g 
ling w i t h the s i lvery m o s s e s on the 
shores , r e s e m b l e d t h e most magnif icent 
a j c h l t e c t u r e . 

On the r ight , on t h e left, in t h e s e l i t ­
tle g r o t t o s , a n d in the crev i ce s made 
by roots a n d loose ear th , s lept f rogs of 
every spec i e s a n d in number less quan­
tities. He filled immense b a s k e t s wi th 
them to t a k e to his g r a n d m o t h e r The 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l n o longer f r igh tened him. 
H e on ly v a g u e l y remembered t h e dam-
a g - done to h i s breeches . Only one 
thing a s t o n i s h e d him—that was that he 
was s o w a r m in the water under the 
ice T h e n he fe l t v e r y happy, a n d un­
derstood t h a t h e w a s g o i n g t o s leej 
a m o n g the frogs . 

He s lept oji and o n for a l o n g time. 
At last a vo ice wakened him; it was 
his grandmother ' s . 

"Sh!" s a i d she, " h e Is opening his 
eyes Oh! the bad boy, to m a k e s< 
much trouble ." 

Thi- l i t t le flfer was aga in se ized wi th 
fi-ur when h e s a w at the ftxit of his tied 
the s h a g g y e y e b r o w s and long mus 
taohe of L a Ramee. 

"The t r o u s e r s ! T h e c o u r t - m a r t i a l ! 
Don't let t h e m carry me off!" and he 
clung In d e s p a i r to his grandmother** 
Jacket 

But she reassured h im; t h e good ser­
geant had t a k e n h im out of the water , 
half frozen and trembl ing with fever; 
then he had told the Colonel >t the af­
fair, a n d h e h a d sent a m a n on horse­
back wi th a N e w Year 's a-.ipper for hU 
g r a n d m o t h e r a n d a pair of n e w trou-
sera 

The s u p p e r w a s sput t er ing on th» 
stove , and i h e trousers w e r e h a n g i n i 
on the wa l l . — T r a n s l a t e d f rom thi 
F r e n c h of P a u l Arene by H. Tu i t che l l 

I 
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lEXPrT «1T TEAS. 

HIW Y1AB MASQUERADES. 

U k e Many Other Custom* They mre R«-
mlmdara of Paganlam. 

The c u s t o m of masquerading a t N e u 
Year d a t e s b a c k to p a g a n t imes , lon« 
before the c o m m e n c e m e n t of the Chris­
t ian era. T h e pract ice e m b r a c e d t w o 
principles , h o m a g e said Indulgence, a n d 
a l so Included the m a k i n g of fr iendly 
cal ls a n d t h e presentat ion of g i f t s , a n d 
In sp i te of all opposit ion this form of 
ce l ebra t ing N e w Y e a r has , w i t h som« 
modi f icat ions , cont inued t o the preseni 
day. 

In the fifth cen tury the church began 
a n e n e r g e t i c crusade a g a i n s t thii 
"pagan pract i ce ." St . M a x l m u s . ol 
Turin, ra i sed his v o i c e a g a i n s t "the 
s u p e r s t i t i o u s fo l ly o n the 1st of Janu­
ary, w h e n Chr i s t i ans put on hab i t s ol 
i n t e m p e r a n c e a n d se-ek to fores ta l l theli 
fr iends w i t h ear ly c a l l s In the m o r n i n g 
br ing ing t h e m pretty presents a s New 
Year g i f t s , in the hope of reoe lv inj 
s o m e t h i n g in return more va luable . ' 
8t Pe ter Chryso losus , Bishop of Ka 
venna , a l so denounced the cus tom, anc 
to the e x c u s e offered that it wras only 
sport, not sacr i leg ious , repl ied: "Nc 
one c a n w i t h sa fe ty piny w i t h t h e ser­
pent. W h o c a n a m u s e h imse l f w l t l 
Impiety or Joke w i t h sacr i l ege? MeL 
dress t h e m s e l v e s u p like w o m e n , a n c 
they put o n their robes. They trans­
form t h e m s e l v e s into beas t s a n d mon­
sters. A m a n e m p l o y s In this d isguise 
all h i s a m b i t i o n , a s If he were sorrj 
he were a m a n . " 

In the y e a r 566, during the re ign of 
K i n g Carlbert , of Par i s , t h e Council ol 
Tours r e c o m m e n d e d the abol i t ion oi 
all p a g a n supers t i t ions i n the land, 
and a m o n g the practices s o denounced 
w a s "that of men disguis ing them­
se lves as deer and other a n i m a l s , and 
running a b o u t the c o u n t r y in various 
g r o t e s q u e s a n d c o m m i t t i n g all sorts oi 
fol l ies ." B u t in spi te of al l the a n a t h e ­
m a s hur led a g a i n s t the cus tom, the 
Chri s t ians c o u l d not turn a w a y from 
the a n c i e n t e x t r a v a g a n c e s that marked 
the c a l e n d s of January .—Phi ladelphU 
Times . 

N e w Year Superstitions. 
The f o l l o w i n g superst i t ions In con­

nect ion w i t h N e w Year's a r e sti l l flrmlj 
be l ieved in various parts of E n g l a n d 
Ireland, S c o t l a n d a n d W a l e s : 

On N e w T e a r ' s morning go t o a w e l 
or f o u n t a i n a n d l e a v e an apple and t 
nosegay , a n d the. w a t e r wi l l k e e p fres l 
and b e m o r e w h o l e s o m e a l l the year. 

It Is bad l u c k , t o l e n d m o n e y o n New 
Year's D a y . 
Put m o n e y a w a y o n N e w T e a r ' s D a y 
And al l t h e y e a r y o u will h a v e mone j 

to p a y . 
Before l o c k i n g the door for t h e nlgW 

on N e w T e a r ' s eve place a g o l d coir 
near It, a n d l e t It r e m a i n there unti' 
the c h u r c h b e l l s r ing the n e x t m o r n i n g 
and y o u w i l l h a v e p l en ty -of m o n e y a f 
that year . ,s. 

Tt y o u w a s h c lo thes on New^Tear*! 
D a y o n e o f t h e f a m i l y wi l l be washed 
out of e x i s t e n c e before t h e year Is o u t 

If a d a r k oomplencioned m a n crossei 
your t h r e s h o l d first on N e w Year'i 
D a y y o u w i l l b e prosperous; If a blond 
un lucky , a n d if a red -headed m a n , dir« 
d i s a s t e r w i l l surely fol low. 

So s t r o n g i s 'the belief In t h i s lass 
a d a g e in s o m e p l a c e s t h a t d a r k com-
plex ioned m e n are p a i d a s m a l l g r a t u l t j 
t o ca l l e a r l y a n d w a l k the first floor o: 
t h e h o u s e , e n t e r i n g by t h e b a c k d o o 
and l e a v i n g b y the front . 

N o t Beqxtlred. 
Old Boy—What axe you doing there' 
Younger—I'm wetting my thumb 

preparatory to turning a new leaf. * 
Old Boor'—That's all right—but don% 

go wwttlnjr yoar Ufa.—Boston Post , t 

X very happy N e w Year to yoft 
My friend, I w i s * you to-day. 

Whether you're at your own fireside 
Or, l ike some folks, inclined to stra^ 

'A very h a p p r N e w Tear to you. 
Whether yosfre young or old. 

If you've every comfort this world gives 
Don't forget those out in the cold. 

'A very happy New Tear to you. 
Whether you're rich or poor. 

I f rich, on ti*ii N e w Year's day don't 
turn 

A poor one from your door. 

A very happy New Tear to you. 
Whether you're happy or sad. 

The dawning of a new fair year. 
Ought to* m a k e sad hearts glad. 

'A very happy New Year to you, ' 
And your Heaven ly Father seek. 

F o r if it is the first day of the year. 
•Tls the first day of t h e week. 

—Jean Sommervil le . 

HIW YEAR'S CALLS. 

Feasant Cartosas M a w Hi • •title Ykan Tans* 
esT Faranar Daiyi. 

'Tls n a t u r e ' s l a w of compensat lot 
t h a t e v e r y e x c e s s c a u s e s a defect ; ev 
ery s w e e t h a t h i t s sour, and t h e r e a r e 
over the -decay of t h a t g r a c i o u s cus ton 
of New T e a r ' s ca l l ing m a y b e balanoei 
by a g e n u i n e f ee l ing o f relief. 

A d e c a d e a g o t h e 1st o f January war 
a great s o c i a l fes t ival . From house t» 
house of fr iends and acquaintance! 
m e n traveled to p a y t h e i r respects. Tlv 
cal l ing th i s s e a s o n will be res tr ic ted t 
one's fami ly , or Jew very i n t t m a t 
friends. 

The c u s t o m w a s a l w a y s ques t ionabh 
in its results . The t e m p t a t i o n s to w e a l 
and even s t rong m e n w e r e g r e a t Hi) 
rooms, the s e n s u o u s f r a g r a n c e of flow 
era, fair w o m e n and t h e conv iv ia l i t j 
t h a t preva i l ed a t t h e buffet prove< 
rocks o n which a w h o l e a r m a d a o 
ships w e n t t o pieces. Men w h o caul< 
p a s s a bar w i t h o u t t h e s l ightes t In 
cl lnat ion to i n d u l g e lost all se l f -contrc 
on this day and evening, when th 
musc les of their m o r a l s were softene-
by the g e n i a l g l o w spread over every 
th ing 

There were s i s ters , w i v e s and m o t h 
ers who for t h i s reas-on dreaded the so 
cial c h r i s t e n i n g of the n e w y e a r The ' 
knew by long e x p e r i e n c e the mortl t ica 
tlon that would result for them l a t e 
in the e v e n i n g . Ei ther t o be t o r m e n t s 
by aj ixiety e v e r y t ime a new group o 
callers w a s a n n o u n c e d , or to sit a 
home a n d trembl ing ly awai t his re 
turn. 

Then there c a m e another ques t ion 
able s ide to t h e day's p l easure 

In large c i t i e s t h e n u m b e r of v i s i t 
to be paid b e c a m e a bore. E x c h a n g l n i 
g r e e t i n g s w i t h one ' s friendB was w e 
enough, but the f ina l i ty of t h * custon 
d e m a n d e d a f e w m i n u t e s spent a 
e a c h h o u s s t h a t c h o s e t o throw open it 
doom. I t w a s use less to p lead m e r 
a c q u a i n t a n c e s h i p or e v e n cordial d l s 
like, for s h i r k i n g a v i s i t ; the soc la 
d ictum r e m a i n e d unaltered: call on. 
m u s t on e v e r y b o d y w h o cared to re 
oelve. 

T h e cond i t ion a s s u m e d a tlresonv 
phase t h a t It is feared will follow th> 
present u n w i s e rrft-ff lvlng a t Christ 
m a s tide. 

E x c h a n g i n g presents Is a beautifu 
C h r i s t m a s c u s t o m when rightfully e m 
ployed, b u t t h e Idea wh ich s e e m i n g l ; 
prevai l s that p e o p l e for whom you car1 

noth ing shal l receive o f your acant i 
or plentiful b o u n t y is a strained sens i 
of generos i ty . W o m e n appear to re 
gard the day as one I n which e v e n 
moneyed ar tery should b e squeezed drj 
to provide as h a n d s o m e presents as he 
friends are g i v i n g . Instead of be lnj 
wi l l ing t o s e n d o n l y a s many as ha 
purse wil l a l low. 

T h e S o u t h e r n S t a t e s were the las t t-

New Year's Calls To-Day. 
re i lngul sh Ind i scr iminate N e w Year*, 
cal l ing, but t h e c o m i n g season no sin, 
g l e city will r e v i v e the custom w h i c l 
became too art i f ic ia l to endure. 

T h e s e n s i b l e primary foundation oi 
wh ich t h i s f a l s e c o n d i t i o n w a s bulldet 
w i l l be returned t o lu^ the o p e n i n g <* 
1896. 

T h e dear o ld mother will rece ive al 
her fami ly , a n d t h e day will be long u 
those near a n d dear t o e a c h o ther 
E a c h branch of t h e tree, no m a t t e r hov 
remote , wil l w i s h a cordial "good year ' 
t o the head of the house . And the pic­
ture w i n be pret t ier , if not s o b e w i l d 
erlng. a s In f o r m e r years . 

T h e w h i t e - c a p p e d d a m e , ho ld ing th> 
m e m o r i e s of m a n y new y e a r s , good ant 
111, in h e r face , b e i n g greeted by al 
h e r poster i ty , w h i c h s h e has helped ti 
launch o n the v o y a g e o f life; the chib 
dren w i t h no . thought o f the gulf sh> 
m a y h a v e to c r o s s before t ime counti 
another bead off h i s rosary of y e a r s 
c l ing about her k n e e s ; the g r o w n - u j 
chi ldren, w a t c h i n g anxious ly the placN 
f a c e to s ee if it looks wearier, is fai 
a n d a w a y m o r e s a t i s f y i n g than a s e e m 
of crowded rooms , g l eaming shoulders 
l a d e n tab l e s a n d buffets sparkl ing w i t l 
w i n e s , w h e r e 100 l a u g h i n g m o u t h s a n 
propos ing t o a s t s w i t h up l i f t ed glasset 
and clever jest 

The S c o t t i s h H o g m i a y . 
A s a t i s f a c t o r y e x p l a n a t i o n of tht 

t erm " h o g m a n y , " used b y the Scot s u 
d e s i g n a t e the la s t day o f the old y e a r 
h a s n e v e r y e t been g i v e n , but there ar« 
t w o s u p p o s i t i o n s w h i c h a r e q u i t e p l a n s 
lble . O n e is t h a t t h e t e r m " h o g m a n y ' 
is der ived f rom "hugenot" or "hogi 
n ight ," t h e S c a n d i n a v i a n n a m e for tht 
n i g h t p r e c e d i n g t h e f e a s t of yu le , w n e i 
a n i m a l s w e r e saxsrlflced, t h e wort 
"hogg" m e a n i n g t o k i l l . T h e o t h e ; 
der iva t ion Is f r o m the F r e n c h , "au gn« 
menez ," **to t h e m i s t l e t o e go," referrtnt 
t o the Druids* c u s t o m o n N e w Year'i 
e v e of c o l l e c t i n g t h e mis t l e toe from th« 
o a k s , a n d , a f t e r c o n s e c r a t i n g It, d l a 
t r i b u t i n g It a m o n g t h e people of th* 
Gauls , b y w h o m i t was prized becaaw 
of the m a n y v i r t u e s ascr ibed t o i t 

A Happy Vew Tear. 
A "Happy New Tear", you can make a 

my dear, , 
By smiling and doing your best; ' 

Be cherry and tra* th© twerrenMati 
through, I 

So shall the New Tear be Heat. 1 
—Youth's Gempaatoaw j 
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