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The p u s is blue, th* sky is upturn, 
£: cloud or ftorvt la never* *$«», 
*&e stars shiii* brightest Jnst a t noe*, 
Thar* is s o new or « w n of moon. 
Ft** grow on vine* and grape* on tre»# 
We hive «nr horses and drive our bse*. 
The birds tat hey. the COWK nil sing; 
There are four right angles to every ring, 
Wis islands here by land are bound. 
And in the sea all W E M fere found. 
When tired workmen seek their rest, 
The sun is rtatai la t*e west 

New Year's day we d o our haying;' 
July Fourth we all go sleighing. 
The pomes rtde. the boy* all.walk: 
The men all chatter, ttie monkeys tali 

People go boating on the hills; 
The iadtei row and pay the Mite. 
We catch our fish upon the mountains: 
We build our camp (Ires In the fountain* 

Mama* ask questions of the boys." 
The girls say, "Papa, step that noise;** 
The epicure Is clover eating; 
The sheep for turtle soup are bleating. 
Dogs talk of Plato, Greece arid Rome; 
The travelers aJU stay at home. * 

The little folksMiave snow white hatrj 
A babe with whiskers Is nothing? rare. 
Aunts and cousins, staters, brothers, 
Kauh sees his own fault, not another's. 

The rich are working In the street; 
The beggars at "4pe' dub house meet; 
The poor pass by with careworn brow, 
For they have all (the money now. 
Old men do reverence to youth, 
And politicians tell the truth. 
All things have changed around about, 
rrlss-Croaa, contrary. Inside out; 
Topsey turvey. upside down, 

niease the people of Grumbletown. 
—The Housekeeper 
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A DARING EXPLOIT 
After leaving the ITappahannock. t 

was ordered to the United State* steam­
er Princess Royal, fitting out a t Phila­
delphia. She was a captured blaoka.d.) 
runner and had been transformed Into 
a man-of-war. She bad a very heavy 
armament. It constated of s ix niner 
Inch guns, two slxty-pounder Parrott 
rifles, and four twenty-pound howlti-
ers. We were ordered to the West Gulf 
squadron, commanded by Admiral 
David Q. Farragut. We had rather a 
pleasant passage t o New Orleans. 
Shlrtly after our arrival there, w e were 
ordered down to the mouth of the Bio 
Grande, to look after some vessels said 
to be loading with cotton from Texas. 
We arrived there and found a largo 
vessel, named the Sir William Peel. 
Most of us felt sure she was In Ameri­
can waters, but our captain was a very 
conservative man, and would not act 
without being sure she was in our 
waters. So her position was laid down, 
and Lieut, (now Lleutenant-Command-
er, retired) C. B. McKay and myself 
were landed at Boca del Rio Grande, 
with orders to BO Matamoras. Mexico, 
and have the question decided a s to the 
position of the Sir William Peel. The 
enemy from the Texas ihore watched 
all our movements closely and care­
fully We were given a little houie to 
steep In for the night, by the Alcalde. 
We were Informed b y some Mexicans 
that the last Yankee officers who slept 
In that bouse were captured, by the 
Texans. taken across the river, and 
•hot. This was pleasant news to 'go to 
sleep on—quite an opiate, indeed. We 
concluded Co stand watob and watch 
during the night, and to start bright 
and early next morning for Matamoras. 
We were disturbed but once during the 
night. We thought a party had come 
over from Texas, but were driven back 
by the Mexican sentries. We started 
next morning in a coach drawn by four 
wild mustangs. A Mexican held each 
one by the head until the order was 
given to let go, when they all Jumped 
quickly aside, and the mustangs bound­
ed off on a wild "run. We had relays 
about every eight miles, where the 
same performance took place. At last 
we arrived safely In Matamoras, hav­
ing been followed on the Texas bank 
the entire distance by the enemy. We 
found that the S i r WllWam Peel was in 
our waters, but the night we left she 
quietly slipped her cable and dropped 
over into Mexican waters. Thus we 
lost a nice sum of prize money, which 
prompt action would have given us. 

After blockading the river for a 
while, we were ordered to return to 
New Orleans. Upon reaching that 
place, we were sent up the Mississippi, 
with orders to attack any batteries we 
might find and silence them, and final­
ly take our station off Donaldsonvllle, 
at the mouth of Bayou la Fourche, for 
the protection of a small fort w e had 
there, called Fort Butler. Th* garrison 
consisted of 125 sick and convalescent 
soldiers, and were subject to constant 
attacks by small parties of the enemy. | 
These attacks were supposed to be only 
preliminary to a grand attack a s soon 
as the enemy could muster the force. 
We had, a very lively fight before we 
reached' Donaldsonvllle. The enemy 
had embrasures cut in the levee a t Coif 
lege Pomt, and they certainly gave us 
a very warm reception, 
tered one side of us and went out of 
the other. The vessel's sides were con- j 
structed of one-fourth-inch Iron, and! 
this was all the protection we had. W e , 
fought them for about two hours, when; 
we succeeded In , silencing them. On 
our arrival at Donaldsonvllle, we were] 
informed that the enemy was massing', 
troops, and the commandant of Fort) 
Butler, Major Bullard, Informed our; 
captain that he was ̂ daily expecting. 
an attack. I spent most of m y time o n ' 
shore. I had a speedy little black 
horse, and used to.get a s 
emy*s pickets as possible, for the pur-' 
pose of getting information. In this II 
was greatly assisted by a gallant young] 
officer. Acting Ensign (now Lieutenant- j 
Commander, retired) F. A. Miller. He 
.was then a mere boy, but utterly fear- j 
less. He, too, w a s mounted. j 

About this tint* the enemy sent In a 
flag of truce and demanded .the sut*< 
render of the fort and town. This de­
mand was, a s a matter of course, re-: 
fused. We ware then given three days 
In which to remove t h e women and 
children from tb* town. I went ashore 
without giving* anybody Information as 
t o what I proposed doing.. When ashore 
X disguised myself as a. refuges findm 
New Orleans and a prisoner aboard the 
gunboat. I watched m y chance .andJ 
ran through our. own pickets. They, 
promptly fired on me, and 1 narrowly] 
escaped being shot, f h e enemy's p1efc4 
ets received me with open arms. I 4oid 
•my story,, and w a s t i n g aaked * i flMfo*-, 
number of men, giunsy etc., in , the fop, . 
a n d oft board the gunboat; % ws# -pel*•-
fectly aware that ti* ; , enemy- ] p » w i t l % 

day a ^ psr^ o f the next -night. % 
began to fancy they ware losing «o»ftV 
derfc* in tat. J had. already tmm'*$& 
w h s * e n d kjttisf. =they ware, t o a ^ ^ S C 
sad thought«, . a igoiojA Mm*, to, sj&fe$lacfe,, 
if possible, wi th a whole skin, I *Wt 
down to sleep «t "tapa." and «* s o o a 
A * everything m* «*$•* % *&**<» * « f » 
from the place slowly and;' carefully, 1 
had a presentimmt that if I •x&wfa&tik 
tiii morning I would be found $%&•., I 
got safely s w * y a e d rapidly increased 
my psee *n the dlre^tton of Plaqusmjn*. 
Shortly after -daybreak, when, t should 
judge, about three miles from the river, 
1 saw a smalt party of tfee enemy .gyp*' 
preaching from up th* river. I made 
toy way a* qoickly as possible toward 
the river. I aaw now that discovery 
was Inevitable, or a t feast I thought »o. 

I Suddenly the -p^rty struck inland, attd 
1 fett safe for th« •«»}$•»«»*, but never* 
theless ran itke a Hxwjkge the river. I 
suppose X wuc wltfcin apout a mMe 4t 

{It when I htaed the enemy in pursuit. 
J I reached the levee some gosfl dtltwioe 

in auvaac*fbf therft, and gcty'liieJMri wawt 
' made glad by th« jsltht of a, s^nbo**, 

1 made frantic ilgnals. thrtw oft nay 
•boots andt mesat o« my e^thjlnt » » 4 
plunged Into t h e water, \ never t a w a 
boat maftaed and shoved off-so Hulsjk* 
ly. But ak <mtck as they were, l * « 
enemy had reached the lev** and hissed 
away at mu. The gunhoat promptiy 
fired into them and dispersed ilysjh, X 
was quickly £*ken },nto the boat * » d 
pulled aboard, t h e gunboat proved to 
be the Wtndn*, Werttenaht-Coramander 
<now Ue«.r-Admlrat) l e a v e r . X t i l 
completely e,xr*§uited and had to b# aa-
slsied in gett ing aboard, t h e surgeon 
of the ship; Dr. Arthur Mathewson, 
gave me a good, atfo dft»e of hrsndjy, 
which greatly revived Wle. He took e x ­
cellent care of me and soon made m e 
as good a s new. I told m * •tory', a a d 
the Winona took m ? down to l ionaid-
eonvStie and se t nie abos\r4 of t|»e 3E*Ia« 
cess R o y a l 

Capt. Woolsey wqprlmjiaaea me »•«' 
verely for taking s o great a risk a n d 
then complimented me highly oh m y 
performances: I told them th« whole 
story, how s n 4 whea the enemy w $ s l ^ 
attack* etc. Z was not, It. appears, 
missed from tl ie camp, and the j^ifty 
1 met in my escape was composed o f 
guerillas from up the Hver; otherwfue 
the plans-iTOf a,ttjujk would probably 
have been entire!? changed. 

The next &lgtit at 1? O'clookt, just as t 
had predicted, the enemy/made the a t ­
tack, and t/nerce one It w a s . Our gaxyi 
were loaded with grspe nod cantlittr, 
and we played havoc, with the) enemy. 
Wc kept under weigh all the time, and; 
not only kept firing Into the sttscWnir 
party, but also over the fort into I n s 
reserves. The Winona came down 1**!! 
Joined in the fight It was fierce a n d 
bloody, and lasted a little more than 
four hours. The tort had a wooden 
stockade, threes Inches thick, plfsrce* 
for musket firing. Our men would p u t 
their guns through And fire, and" t h e 
enemy would fire back through t h e 
same holes, A party, headed by * 
young Texan lieutenant, approached 
the stockade with a x e s and endeavored ( 
to out their w a y through. Our grape] 
and canister riddled them, avid the next, 
day we found eighteen bodies. In one' 
heap and the stockade partly cut , | 
Others of the enemy wadid. .do#h 'jfntb 
the Mississippi Silver and s e l a t d . t h e ' 
broken brickiiWjth which -the fort wast 

surrounded, and threw them Into t h * 
fort, w * captured a l l the men who *.«-
tered the river. , I t was the h»rdj«$ 
fight up to that time I had ever been 
engaged -|ni Our, loss was comparative* 
ly trifling, while that of the enemy w»» 
very great, 4)ur ih lp w*» full of jbrl«^ 
oners, some Of whom recognised me, 
and their language to me was unpar­
liamentary. 

I received great oredlt for my exploit. 
Capt. Woolsey, In 1»ii offlclH report, 
stated that for the Information which 
led to the overwhelming defeat of the 
enemy, "I am indebted to -*-.—, who 
was out for three days on his own horse 
and on foot, reconnolterlng in and 
about the enemy'* lasmp." I received; 
a letter from the gallant old Rear-Ad-
mh-al Andrew A- Barwood, In which h * 
said: "I perfectly remenxber. yOttr cap­
ture of .Capt; Charles Lawson, of th* 
Fifty-fifth Virginia CavHrj', Vhlle a t ­
tached to the -Potomsc Flotilla, then 
forming part o f my command, tour-
gallant conduct on that occasion has 
been eclipsed b y your exploit a t Don­
aldsonvllle* It d « e t v e s a place, how' 
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This wsvsthe only .position we 
between Port Hudson and N e w Orleans* 
and it was of the1 greatest importance 
that we should keep It t ' k n e w w e 
could not bold out against the force 
about to attack us, unless fighting un­
der some great advantage, and that Is 
the reason I took t h e risks I did-* 
"Yvan." 
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A Tfcree-Xyad MontMr, 
_ _ Prof. O, C Marsh has contributed to 
Their shot e n - r t l i e National Museum the skull of a 

gigantic reptile that was dug u p by 
him not long ago in Southern Colorado, 
Triceraitops is tire name given to the 
creature by its discoverer, who says 
that it was about twenty-five feet long, 
standing a s high as a very bis elephsnt 
I t was clad in sn armor of massive 
plates of bone and from i ts forehead 
sprang two sharp, curved horns, each s 
yard in length, A third horn ad_orned 
t h e nose, which was further farmed 
w i t h * powerful tsttitihg beafc, Thf 

« I U B MIO««. m o t t reinsrkabie point about the aliW 
near t h e en-1 im * h o I e h* i*» <**•' *hr*>«tth w h i c h » 

1 huge eye looked out The snlmal, is 
fact, had three eyei , i t is believed. 

The site of the «knq shows that the 
head o f the beset Was enormous, eves 
for such a great bofly. In order t o hoM 
i t up without getting tired, the ownei 
w a s provided w i t h » special stractutt 
i n the shape of m frill of solid bone, »I* 
feet in width, exteniliiig backwardl Won 
t h e head. T o t h i s the tremendous mu» 
cles were a^*ehe^*#Kufir it must hsw 
been * forrnldabie ntdnster, thouith not 
dangerous unless attacked; Inamhucl 
a s it w a s s l u t ^ s i i , . ^ * - stupldi rTh» 
brain 'wis very smisu. in proportion x> 
t h e i l se of the anlmat A« for the thin 
eye, no one can say what the specie 
purpose Of i t wasu^-philadelphla Timei 
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