[ 3

T

» A,

-

o ADRE R Brraey
S . o

&

8end us
yoar
Book and Job
~ Printing.

>SS OOOPs

Thirteenth Year. No. 11,

Rochester. N Y. Satm'ﬁay. Decamber M‘ !961% .

THE TWO0 BROi HERS,

(By Orestes A. Brownson.)
Controversial Dijalogue Betwee
Presbyterian and His Catholic
Brother, Leading Up to For-
mer’s Conversion.

IV.

“In every proposition, be it what it
may, which [ believe because God re-
veals it, I do belleve him, do I not?”

**So {t follows from what we nave
said.”

“But if the more essential point is
to belleve God, the more essential er-
ror must be to disbelieve him, must it
not?”

“Certainly, to disbelieve God is the
most heinous offense of which nan
can be guilty. The grossest insul. we
can offer even to a fellow-mortal .» 0
call him a liar; and we call God & s.ar
whenever we disbelieve or refuse 10
velieve him.”

*But do I not disbei‘cve or refust 1o
believe God, and thereicre make uud
a liar, whenever | refuse to believe a
proposition because 1 have only iiIs
word for it?” -

“You do, and are guilty of the sin
of infidelity.”

*Then, it God has told me, no mat-
ter for what reason, that Toby had a
dog and the dog wagged his tail, and
1 retuse to believe it, do 1 or do I not
err essentially ?”

“You err essentially, as it appears
from what we bhave sald.”

“Then there may be essential error,
where the matter or proposition de-
oied is not in itself essential?”

*So it would seem.”

*Then you will concede what you
call the non-fundamentals, if revealed
truths can no more be denied without
essential error than the fundamentals
themselves?”

“Not at all. Doubtless, where the
matter is clearly and manifestly re-
vealed, refusal to belleve is essential
error; but it does not therefore foliow
that it is essential error to refuse to
belleve, where it is not clearly and
manifestly revealed, where it is un-
certain that God speaks, and, !f he
does what s the exact meaning of
what he says.”

*This uncertainty, not the funda-

4

. mental or non-fundamental nature of

~

the matter in qQuestion, then, s that
which saves the refusal to believe
from being essential error?”

“That seems to follow.’ :

“If the same uncertainty existed
with regard to what is fundamental,
the refusal to believe the non-funda-
mentals?”’

“That seems also to follow.”

“In order, then, to determine what
are the essentials, that is, what must
be belleved, and cannot be denied
without essential error, and what are
the non-essentials; that is, what wiith-
out essential error may be either be-
lieved or denied, it will be necessary
to inquire not what are the funda-
mentals, and what is or is not clearly
and manifestly revealed?”’

“Since the fundamentals are all
clearly and manifestly revealed, I
have no objections to saying so.’

“Whether the fundamentais are all
clearly and manifestly revealed a1 .ut,
you must 80 say, or abandon e
ground you have taken. The «¢ssen-
tials, then, ate what is clearly and
manifestly revealed?” -

“Be it 80.” ,

“The non-essentials what is not
clearly and manifestly revealed?”

v Agreed.”

“He who belleves all that is clearly
and manifestly revealed belleves all
the essentials, is free from essential
error, is substantially orthodox?”

“Agreel, agam.”

“He who rejects any truth clearly
and manifestly revealed errs essen-
tially 7”

“He dpes.”

“But he who rejects only the non-
essentials does not err essentially?”

“Stop there a moment. Men may
differ as to the non-essentials without
essential error but to differ in opin-
fon about a point is not necessarily to
deny it, for both parties may intend
to belleve it, and would, if they could
only ascertain the truth involvedt

“But individuals may differ in some
respects, even as to matters of faith,
trom Presbyterians, without erring es-
sentially?”’

“I do not deny {it.”

“The point on which they differ
must be non-essentials, otherwise the
difference would be essential. In re-
gard to these points they must differ
from Presbyterians either by holding
some things to be revealed truths
mwhich Presbyterians do not, or by de~
nying some things to be revealed
truths which Presbterians believe are
revealed truths?”

“They also differ from them by sim-
pl? ignorance.”

“That. is true, but then they differ
only negatively, not positively. Pres-
byterians in this respect must differ
from one another, for some are vetter-
informed as to what Presbyterianism
4s than others are or can be, but they
aré, nevertheless, ali alike Presbyter-
jans. So I, as a Catholic, may be ig-
norant of some points of the Catholic
£aith, and in this regpect differ from
" %he one who knows them all, but [ am

{+ @b true a Catholic as he, because | in-

fend to believe all the Church teaches,
decause 1 am ready to bdlieve all as
B|oon as expliclty propounded to me,
and because the points on which £
am ignorant I belleve implicity, since

negative difference ana oawmoihes 14
nothing. The differences in ques im
are positive differences, and these
must consist either ia belleving thinzs '
to be revealed which you deny 1. ve
revealed ar In denying certain thinzs
to be revealed which you believe 1o be
revealed.”

“l do not see hew that follows.™

““The differences we are considering
concern matters of faith, and nothing,
1 suppose you will grant, is or can be
matter of falth which is not a divinely
revealed truth. Or, rather, no man can
hold anything to be a matter of faith
unless he holds it to .be matter et rev-
clation, that is, a revealed truth.”

“1 do not know about that.”

*But you do, for the faith we are
speaking of is roligious faith, and we
have agreed that there can be relig-
icns faith only where the praposition
believed i{s a revealed proposition.”

“Very well, proceed.”

*1f, then. you admit differences as
to matters of faith may exist without
essential error, you mn:ust admit that
thke non-egsentials may be either be-
lieved or disbelieved without essential
error, unless you choose to admit that
you yourselves gre in essential error.”

*“How sp?"

“You certainly deny some things
which you call non-essentials, to he
revealed truths; such, for instance, as
the divine institution of the episco-
pacy, which is asserted by Protestant
Episcopallans. But if the non-essen-
tials cannot be denied without essen-
tial error, them you err essentially in
denying it. On the other hand. you
assert infant baptism to be a divine
tommand, which your Baptist brethren
deny. Infant baptism, yon say, is8 a
non-essential; if ,then, non-essentials
cannot be positively denfed without
esseptial error, your Baptist brethren
err essentially, and are not, as you
have admitted, substantially orthodox.
Morecover, unless yon admit that non-
essentials may be efther belizved or
disbelieved without essential error,
your distinction between ¢s:entials ana
non essentials avalls you nothing, and
you must come back and assert that
neone, who differ positively in any
matter from Presbyterians, have or
can have the essential faith, and then
you must recall your denial and say
that Presbyterianism and Protestant-
ism are one and the same thing and
that Presbyterians are the only Prot-
estants.”

“Very well, I will not insist on the
point. Say the non-essentials are mai-
ters which one may either belleve o
disbelieve without erring essentially.”

**We now seem to be in a fair way of
determining what Protestantism i%. :t
1 {s. you say, the essentials, and the es-
sentials are the truths clearly and
manifestly revealed in the Seriptures
of the Old and New Testaments. 1e.l
me what these truths are and you witl
! tell me what Protestantism is, and
take the preliminary step towards an-
swering my question. Why are you a
Protestant?”’

(To Be Continued.)

0UTSIDE THE FOLD.

i THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF NANY
THROUGH THE QUESTION BOX.

Such as Is Adopted by the Paulist
Fathers During Their Missions to
.Non-Catholics—Some of the Quer-
ies Presented by Our Separated
triends.

One of the most important and inter-
ssting features of a successful mon-
Catholic mission is the public answer-
ing each evening of the questions ol
non-Catholics through the medium of
the quesfion box.

At the Congress of Missionaries tc
non-Catholics held at Winchester,
Tean., Father Conway, C. S. P., said:
“We often fail to realize that possibiy
one question answered of an evening
was the starting point of a convert's
return to the true fold. Father ‘Bart-
lett, of Baltimore—himself a convert
from Quikerism--told me that it was
the nailing of one lie regarding the im-
morality of the nuns and clergy that
led him, a young man of 21, to study
the Catholic Church. The questiop
box nalls many a lie and answers
many a difficulty, thus practically giv-
ing many a convert his first glimpse
of the truth and beauty of the Churet
of God.

“ *Until to~-night,’ sald a Campbeilite
minister in southern I1linois to me one
evening, ‘I had always thought that
infallibility implied the Pope's power
to deciare new dogmas by inspiration.
‘1 was sure that Catholics adored the
Virgin Mary and that they believed
the Pope could do no wrong,’ said a
college bred woman to me in Rich-
mond, Va. ‘I Wis glad to hear your
statement,” said a fairly intelligen?
Protestant of Chicago, ‘that the Secre-
ta Monita of the Jesuits was indeed a
forggry. Many of the immoral prinei-
Pples ¢hat I mseribed to Catholicism i
read in that book.” *‘Why the prayers
of your morning service are indeed
beautiful. 1 must apologize, indeed,
for calling its symbolism mumunicry,
‘merely beeause I was ignorant of its
meaning’--thus another after listen-
ing @o the reading of the liturgical
prayers,”

Following are a few querles asked
at a recent mission to non-cathoncs
in New York:

they are implied in what I believe ex-

;mcmy. Thll is, theretore. a - mere

1 ¢5 all mén 16 be

it, or do they ulve 10 TRXEe u:u pmmg
interpretation of L

Catholice may and do read all paris
of the Bible. Conecerning it interyre-
tation and fis pxeaning, they must -
hear and accept the meaning of. the

Catholic Church in sll matiers of faith 3
* and of morals, Catholics do not hwve *

to take the interpreiation of the ingi-
vidual priest, gigce he has no mors
right to interpr8t the Bible for the
faiffiful than the layman. The infalll.
ble voice of the Church, expressed
either in & general council or by the .
Pope himself as the representative of
! Christ. is the only authoritative inler-
I pretaiion of scripture,
——

“Does the Catholic Church teach
predestinationt™

We must understand first what s
meant by predestination. 1f by pre-
destination is meant that God creales
some souls to be damned, no matter
what they do, the Catholic Church
does not hold such a doctrine. (nd
certainly knows all thinga and fore-
sees them. Nevertheless, He creates
men free. God will not deprive them
of this great gift. If He did, thoey

tution of our country guarantees ub- ;
erty to all citizens. No doubt its sign-
ers, foresaw that some wonld abuse
this liberty, -but nmo one can say that
thelr fore-knowledge is the cause of
crimes against liberty.. We may draw |
a comparison with God. This fore- .
knowledge does not move & man one
way or agother. It leaves him entire~
ly free.
——

“What is the meaning of the {nfalil-
bility of the Pope?”

The snpreme judge in all disputes as
to the teaching of Christ is the head
of His Church. The successor of St
. Peter is the head of the visible Churoh i
on earth. There must be a supreme
court of Anal appeal it unity of faith

against itself must fall. When that
court speaks the Church is commitied
to {ts decleion by the very mature of
things. It that court of final appeal
over teaches as Christ's gospel what is
not a part of that gospel, then Christ'a
word falls, Christ has sald to s
apostles and their successors—who
have always constituted the teaching
authority of the Church: **He that
heareth you heareth Me," If at any
time, when we listen to the volce «f
that teaching authority we listen to
an error, then Christ has failed anil
has Himself led us into error by His
precept to listen to His Church, **The
gates Of hell snall not prevail against
My Church. The Holy Ghost "will
teach her all truth.” ~
a—‘-—-

“Can Mass and prayers bx‘lns & per-
son to heaven who has ted & very jow
lite? Ana what {8 the object in pay-
ing a certain sum to have a mass smd
for the dead?”

1f a man dies in mortal sin God in
His justice condemns him to hell for-
ever. '‘The wicked shali go into ever-
lasting fire,” and then ali the Lasses
and prayers that could be olfered couid
not redeem him from thay eternal heil,
It a man repents of his sintui iife]
towards the end of it and yet his moul
not being entirely puritied nor made

ence, he is sent to purgatory to be
cleanged there, and the masses and’
prayers of the faithfui upon earth may
urge God to have mercy on nis soul
and lead him the sooner to the joya of
paradise, Catholica pay no sum ot
money for & mass. ‘iile mass cannot
be pought. But Catholick do make an
offering oftentimes when msss ls said
for them, and tiiat ofteriug is made |
in the spirit of thanksgiving and grat-
itude. The masp is not Gought. .An.
ofiering -is made when the- sacrament
of baptism is conferred or that of iuat-
rimony is received. The money does
not buy the baptism nor the marriage
no more than does tiae ouermg 101
mass Tuy the riass.
—— -
“How can your priests forglve sins,

when Chrigt says He aione torgivetn
sins?’

1 pot belleve, tha

would cease to be men. The - n
congtl i ain against the Holy Ghost—=the un.

' pardonable aln—-thtt WiL. be torgiven]o
neither in this world nor in the next.|hc
Sin alone can be the (ause of ‘damna-'

" 1s to be a possibility; a house diﬂded{
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¢ one_true etmmh, hut: ¢|6° CANNOE ARy

Plete gospelof Christ will sondemne |
ol Eﬁbr not. kmw)l!nzz_ throu?h o %ﬁ%

-of the thunch—Gor xerches th&«haug‘
It they have the yrace'of God, s they
may well have, and belong to-the soui}
of Christ’s Ohmoh; as they often 4o,
*"they must share ix the same eternal

His servants, The gmce of God il
comes from & common souice. ‘o
church says only that she knows her
position 10 .be bayind r __,ggom'hle
; doubt, If & map-kngws that Jpoyition
thoroughly and recognizes the rolen-

tisls of the Church.and then refuses to]

accept it, he refuses Christ. As Chrisg
Himselt says:  “If any howse or oy

| will not hear you, shake oft the dus; pi"f 8

from off-your” feetc—Vitrtly. - wiil- &
_ more tolerable for Sodom Nut {iomo

_ 1h_in the day._of judgment than for |no

that house or olty.™ It is pixinly .

great sin to reject the truth it one rec.},

ognizes that it Is the truth It 15 the

tion.
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! The New Jersey colony %o wellthy b
* Qatholies Wil be &t, Chetwood. where|aors
' two prominent Catholle women whaly
married flitled foreiyners: hsve i+,

ready a large estate,  This cdlony will

be on the lines of the Tuxedo, N. ¥, |
colony, but it is expected that it will}:
be designated especially foF Catholics,

{ A Catholic church v m erectad|
tithere, _
i A FALLEN copn: © -
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Man I8 a fillem god whose thouzhta

uprise

i born to reign;

i ‘Thence banished, he _beata ot tite] |

"~ loss déep pain i oy W
And walks the. eurth romembering
skiem,

And, a3 a bird _from comins wmmf ol

files - R
~ Acrosy vast ponﬂnant',m o hill und
phain;

! To unssen climes, il . freah. ﬂtb th

P aprln;’u vqm: rqlm

8o hé'to heavcn lutn 1mplorl oﬁ:
And ntke - wmdcrln: extile k egnrd
urns,

Dreaming, of peace apd lo\ra ‘it Ho 3 fiad

hover thers,
- StOn® hurny, - - o 0 g e

t

As thoukh {¢ knew the pain vdth mgh.?

he yearns,
To sit again in t“hc Ion: *ucmt
chalr.

FOR AMERICAN MIBSION 8

Snesvm——

A Project to Rafse Prlcts for Lar |tondt
Lately Acguired ,Ponenloml.—w-;

id every way worthy of God's pdi-

It recelved thelr hemrty xppiwvth
 Cutholics, Held ‘That Ay b

Fwas dirgent need of tlie

Chrisg sald quite the contrary. It
was the enemies of Christ who wanted 4
to know how He dared to forgive sing,!
He replied to His eritics by & miracle; |
“that you may know that the Som of’
Man hath power on earth to forgive!
8ing.” Christ told the passied gan to

pardon of sin. In-the world of nature

ondary agents for ail natural commuy-'
nication between Himself and the hue
man mind, It is because man is con-|
stituted as he iz with body as .well a8,
scul, that God speaiks to man throuzh
these secondary causes. Man romains
man when he worshups God and whqn{
God deals with him. God musi desl
with him in religion in a manner anal-
ogous to all His other Qealings with |,

carnation, and of a visfole— Church,

| Secrament of Pehaixce, through which

slone can come the assurance of pm'-'
ceive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins

given, and whose sins you ghall. m?
tain mey y sball Be retained.”

b—-('-—.

“balf-way station?”
The Church belleves

mu-o»b
“May Catholiea read all parts of tne
Bibu and hh it o thay undemand

swve
to thw knowledge 6F trifh
bs tondemm “Eptlegit

Xake up his bed and walk, It is not;izgl:g;m{m of g“

for us to prescribe the manner of the i the-Home feld 1y ma;im)

God uses gecondary causes and sec f,f ﬁizgz%eﬁ;h&o

Catliolis (’:luzreu is
nreséy ln exliténce

gions “with .the object of evangeLizng: 1
the inhabitants, They are kiiown s

for the foundiix

don. Christ hae given His word: “Re- *3% %ﬁﬁ&?ﬂ%ﬁf&":ﬁ

you shall forgive they shail be ' for 4

Do you haneve that ali nan-(}athow -
1 Hes are going to hell, or at best aozﬁe '

The project of founding & new Ro-
man Catholic seniinary, & main feat=
ure of whose scops will be the eduw
tion under Americmn auwim
clergy for the Philippine Iilnndi,xwu
one of the matiers taken p: by

' CathoMe Axclibishops of the cotiiry, ]

nt thefr recent mefting in BltEmiF

The projec, was glrmm )
convention of - miu HAY jos

chester, Tent, . The:
men’ thers, mmblg«!ﬂ_ 0

seninary for the homs tmd eﬁiﬁn. .
missions, ‘which. should be pluced ui
der the diract controk of the hhmrmm ‘
in some such way ax if the Amerikt
College in Home, and whith ~should
not be domifinted.by any rélfgious
community nor n\rwwed ‘b? my di»
oceian limits, - i
The immediate xnotm Lot the.
Istence of this seminwry is the fiudi}
of 1 place where youxg 1é 1
ntissionary vocation can
ly vducated i1 some of
, spoken in the Philippine
j enlly trajned fox the Iite
poverfy and self-aacrifice
‘Teer of & mmmmrr, even

“who Hkve nok|]
! Bad the epportnnltr 10 know the- o

of their own, It theele faith is hovest, @m
they belong i what I cammw, ;

Joy -of herven that God promises-to 2 |

To that high world where he’ w:.a y

Of the giad fire thmt on’ ke~ heaith |
To wel:t;;ne hiy retumn thrquxh trw :

~Bishop John . Spuldlng. - 1

to muke pesiodic. trlp'i Ve

the “missionaries wnmﬁuﬁgﬁ
'J:hc -Archbishops, fn their ;

at Baitimore, showed. the ] -Jcot
man. Therefore, the need of an In-lg ey

b
i th ‘misslof: to
and a sacramental system, and so of & .;mcmﬁmmm &)
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