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- THE TWO BROTHERS.

(By Orestes A. Brownson.)
Controveraial Dh_lo'gne. Between &
Presbyterian and His Catholie
Brother, Leading Up to For-
mer's Conversion.
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however unimportant or insignificant.
is egsential to be belteved ?”

“Your faith, not mine, is the mattar
in question.”

“As a Catholic, you are bound to
bhold that the book of Tobias is the
word of God. In that book I read that
Toby had a dog, and that the dog came
io his master wagging his tail. Is it
essential to your salvation, that you
believe with a firm faith that Toby
really had a dog, and that the dog ac-
tually did wag his tail?”

~“That Is not precisely the question.
f Assuming the inspiration of the book,

. can you deny the fact without essen-
tial errort?’

“Why not? Common sense teaches
us that the fact is not and cannot be
1n itself essential.”’

*“And do you hold that there can bde
' essential error only where the matter
' denfed 1s in itself essential?”

“How can there be?’

“What, in religions or divine faith,
is the immediate object believed?”

“The truth ot the particular proposti-
| tion, whatever it may be.”

*‘Not exactly; for the faith is relig-
icys only where the proposition be-
ileved is a revealed proposition.”

“The truth of the particular reveal-
ed proposition, then, whatever it may
m.l'

“In belteving, does the mind per-
ceive the truth of the proposition be-
lieved, or only the proposition itself?"

“Explain yourself.”

“What is faith, as distinguished
from knowledge or science?”

“Faith Is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.”

“0Or. as says St. Augustine: ‘Fides
est credere quot nonvides’—Fajth is
to belleve what you do not see. But
Jou must sée or mentally apprehend
the proposition, or you cannot assent
to it. What, then, is that in the pro-
pesition which you assent to. .but
which you do not see?”

“The truth of the proposition.”

““As in the proposition, ‘God exists
in unity of essence and trinity of per-
sons,’ you distinctly and tmmediately
apprehend the proposition, but not its
truth; otherwise, it would be a prop-
osition, not of faith, but of knowledge
or sclence—knowledge, if perceived in-
to¥tively: science. 1f perceived only by
means of discarsion. Hence rational-
ists, when they refuse to belleve the
mysteries of faith Lecause they can-
not immediately perceive thelr truth,
deny, virtually, the possibility of
faith, and fall .nto the absurdity of
oontending that they cannot have ‘aith
unless it be knowledge or science, . hat
ia, they cannot have faith unless faith
be impossible! Where there s sight,
there is not faith. Hence we say faith
will lose 1rgelf in sight, hopr> be swal-
lowed in fruition, but charity abid~th
furever. 1 immedialely perceive ths
propositions of faith, or the eredenda;
but not their intrinsic truth. There-~
fore. the truth of the revealed propo-
sition cannot be that which is imme-
d:ately believed or asscrn:ited to.”

80 it would seem.”

“If it 18 not immediately believed, it
must be mediately beliqyed; that fs,
must be belleved in something else, on
or bysome authority at least formally
distinct from itself.”

*“That must be true: for faith is al-
' ! ways by some authority distinct from

: the believer and the proposition be-
Heved.”

‘“Then the immediate object believed
will be, not the intrinsic truth of the
proposition, but this authority in, on
or by means of which it is belleved?”’

“Be it s0.”

“Now, in
tms.l."i

‘““The Bible, as all Protestanis con-
tend, In opposition to Romanists, who
say {t is the Church.”

“Catholics do not say the Church is
the authority for believing the truth
of the revealed proposition. but simply
for believing it is a revealed proposi-
tion; and, if you reflect a woment,
You must admit that the Bible is at
] best only authority for believing this

or that is revealed, not authority for
believing that what Is revealed is
m?'”

*“We recognize no authority above
. the Bible.”

‘“Then you place the Bible abovs
God himself, which I own is what you
o have the appearance of doing; but

. this cannot be your meaning. All you
A can mean is, that, in determining what
4 God has rovealed, the Bible is ihe
highest authority for determining
But the Bible, although assumed to ba
the highest authority for determining
what God bas revealed, is yet ro au-
_ thority for saying what he reveals is
" true. Why who call yourselves Prot-
estants often through the Bible s
rue?” *

“Because it is his
word.” :

1 _ “That is, you belfevc it because God
%@ays’ it. Bat, in believing #t because
" Uod says it, what is it you immedi
steiy believe?” ‘
* %“Gud himselt” -

-

o -

religious falth, what s

revelation, his

bocause it s God’s word, and you wue-

“But do you pretend that everything, |

‘1 My heart is faint and weak, O strong

. “That is you beligve the proposition |

Bt why JO yom bafieve him?*

“Because {t in impessible for him to
Ue.?

“That is, because he is Infinitely
true, s truth itself, and

. “I have ng ohjection to that™ -

" “Then the object immediately be-
lieved, in beliewing & revealed proposi-
tion, is the |nfinite truth or veracity
of God who revesls it.”

“Be, it s0." ’

“Which in religious faith, then, shall
we say is the more essential point to
bé belleved—the matier revealed, or
the infinite veracity of God who re-
yeals {t?”

“What is the difference?”

“The difference, perhaps, will appear,
it you tell me what it is that makes
the faith religious faith, or distin-
guishes it, as religious faith, from all
other kinds of faith.”

“It is religious faith because the
proposition, believed, is a revealed
proposition.”

“If I believe the proposition. ‘God
exists in unity or essence and trinity
of persons,’ because you tesch it or
becauss I think I have discovered and
demonstrated it by my own reason, is
mYy belief religious belief?”

“Why not, since the proposition in
elther case {i the same? Whaat differ-

wiat reasen or on what ground it la
believed °°

“If 1 believe it because you teach it,
i belleve you, and what 1 immediately
belleveo 1= that you a&re & man of

anything
you?”

“Not necessarily.”

“If I believe it because I think 1
have discovered and demonstrated it
by my own reason, I simply believe my
own reason. Is to believe my own rea-
son religious belief "

“Certalnly not.”

“For, it it vexe every bellef, whether
intuitive or scientific, would be relig-
fous, and the bDellef of falsehood as
much as truth; since, In every act of

religious in my believing

But if { believe the proposition, not
because you temch it, not because I dis-
cover or demonstrate it by my own
reason, but because God says it, and
therefore becanzse I believe him, and
that he is infinitely true, and &an

mands me tb belleve it, is my act now
religlous?™

It 4.

“Then it wonld seem that 1t is *tfe»‘
lieving and obeying God, which makes
the belief religious belief?”

“That appears to be so0.”

“Tthen the maore essentlal point in
religious beliof is not simply belief of
the matter revealed, but of God who
reveals it

“Very well, 1ot it bo 50.”

(To Be Continued.)

FIRST FRIDAY PETITIONS.

My heart is cotd and dark, O glowing
" Heart divine!
Send forth one flaming spark, to make
its darkness shine!
One ray of fervor warm,
Its coldness to transform,
O glowing Heart divine!

My heart i1s hard, so hard and bitter
as the gall
Of Mara’s wave—0 scarr’d and sweet-
est Heart, let fall
Thy soft'ning, sweet'ning grace
Upon this desert place,
0 sweetest Heart of all!

and vallant Heart!

haste to rend apart
This narrow mean abode!
And cleanse it for my God,
O =reat and glorious Heart!
—H. C. Donnelly

STORY OF CARDINAL MANNING.
The ascetic character and habits of

¥ree Lance, are still well »membered,
and by many people highly venerated;
but few know how oddly averse his
Eminence was to accepting presents,
In the Archbishop's palace at West-
minster is a large storage cellar, and
some time after the death of the pre-
late an enterprising priest undertook
to “hunt ap” its contentis with a view
to cataloguing them. There he found,
wrapped In sacking, packed in great
dusty cases, hidden away in" deep
moulds of lumber, a perfect Aladdin’s
cave of the most costly and exquisite
articles, jewels, inlaid clocks, pictures,
statues, rings and priceless lace, all
bearng inscriptions, showing them to

Cardinal had thanked the kind donors,
a8 was his duty, but had ordered the
splendid gifts to be consigned to the
celinr, where they lay conipletely for-
gotten, :

.

WEEKLY OB UBut CALENDAR,

Sunday, December 5—Giospel, St. Matt.

xi. 210—Immaculate Conception. .
M;)xxlxday, 9—8.  Lescadia, virgin and
Tt,;gsday;'w»St. Melchiades, Pope and

artyr, _
Wed;fesday, 11—8t. Damasus, Popeand

confessor. ‘ i
Thursday, 12--St.. Cormac, abbott.

Yo his word_gecause yon ballevs i,

n neither
deceive nor be ¢1e<:eunz¢l?"”§1l o _

ence can it make, If it be believed, Tor| .o 1} olagses by’ his affable mannar

truth and worthy of credit. Is there.

. . large number of non-Cathalics ware n -
Courage and strength 1 seek. Make | B Qre in -

the late Cardinal Maniing, says the

be presents from some of the greatest |
crowned heads In Burope. The good |

Friday, 13—8t, Luicy, virgin and mar-|

FATHER XAVIER, €. P.

PREACHING TO NON-CATHOLICS
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE,

———

The Typical Yankee Town, ,Wuti
Passionist, Missionary—Some In=
cidents of the Mission.

Derry, Visited by the Eloquent

5‘ i ‘;' “‘_': gl’ _&_\,)»}" :g‘ . 3

The Editor “of the  “Tapamess. Tri:}
bume” Writes Imterestingly of tha | o
Noble ‘Work of the: Mussionsries |
and Especlally Father Wyman, : '

&

A correspondent writes from West
Perry. N. H, of a missicn to non- .
Catholica held recently in that.village
directed by the able and scholarly Pas-
sionist, Rev. Xavier Suttonm,. Q. P,
who, by the way, 1s & convert to our
: Holy Faith. The writer saya:
| "“This is a thriving town of mwre
than 2,000 inhabitants. It iz wail

known as & very Dpleasant summer ra-
| sort. It 1s a typical Yankee town. The
Catholics are small in number, com-
paratively, and it may bé said that o
| a considerable extent prejudice and
| bigotry prevafl, Although the non-
' Catholica may mot be members of any
Protestant church they still hold fast
tu the old Protestant dislike for

Rome.
| “The Rev. Father Dunn, our pastor,
; has done much to win the zood-will
and genial work, and non-Catholics
respect and love him almost as much
as do his own people. The advent of
| Father Sutton created a great deal of
interest. The local weekiy gZave a no-
tice of his work a&nd biils-were distrib-
uted throughout the district. The first
lecture was given on Monday night a
wesk ago, the subject being ‘What
Catholics Do Not Belleve.! The weath-
er seemed unfriendly, as it were, ror
towards evening snow began to fail
and tThe wind blew almost & gale. Nev-

B SR Den

The Paulist Fathers, and particularly i ¥
Father Wyman, are the subjects of ] 5
unique and éulogistic artitle.In the No« |~
vember numirer of the™*Japan. -Tribs’
une,” published Js San Franclseo. The.
suthoris Masuji Miyakawa, editor of |
the.*Tribune,” and a Jeader in - the
Japanese colony,| After briefy re. |
viewing the history of St Marys|
church, Mr. Miyakawx writes: - -

“For & time it was ferved by secular
vriests, and waa given in charge of the| =3
Paulis, Fathers who still afe theseals | 3
pus lights of the talth in that locality. |
Thousands of converts have higen mads.
through theéir zeal snd - plety during:
their short administration In that par<1 7.
ish. This portion of:the city.ss wall |
as all the eastern part has hecome-olde |
fashioned through age and .dx there- |
fore the ous of the poos--od's
poor; A& well as the abandoned prodi-
gals of Satan—so- that alde by widei
with the most siblime self-denial and | %
sanctity Jurk -the denixens of hell; the | X
fire-brands of disorder, This : Intter |
condition bas brought the editor intof ‘ D0 VANITR e
contact with the Paullsts -very fre-] £ o sttt
quently, for it is in the near vicinity: S- =7 MR LR
that some crininals from Japan hava
possessed themuelves of an antiquated
tookery as & dungeon in which to-dn- | *o5
carcertte and ruin poor slaye Xxirls |7
who have been kidnapped Irom theif -
native Japan. - Truly have these goods

ertheless, a good audience greeted the
Passionist missloner, and at least 100
pon-Catholics were present.

| *“The church edifice 1s a little out of , great consolation and most practic

the way from the business centre and
high up on & hill, so’ that some effort

belief, whether the bellf be well |3 required to visit it. Had the lec- !
founded or not, 1 believe my reason!'tyres heen given in a hall in the cen~ i
tre of the town {t would have been t

'packed from the start, but as the weak
wore on the sudiences grew in num-
bers untll! fimally it was & case of
‘packed house,’

o el  Aecelved “No bigatry was manifested, and the ’
neither ¢lvé me nor ocelved, wvery best of feeling seems to hav8 ° poig yice proximity te 8t
and, furthermors, because he com- 'been produced. Popular interest was !m from proximity te- 8t Ma

kept high by the sendirig of dodgers °

throughouf the town announcing the !

subject of . each evening’s lecturs,

Father Dunn also took occasion to {

'distrioute & number of coplées of ‘Clear- :
;lng the Way' He enlisted several :
boys, who went through the village and i
left a copy of the book at every none
Catholic home, with the pastor's coms-
‘pliments. At the close it is safe to !
say that every non-Catholic in Derry !
attended at lemst one of the lectures. :
' “The question box brought out a

1 note °

_number of queries every night.
| the following:
' “Q. Does the Catholic Church forbid ,
her members to'enter a Protestant
church or attend a Protestant service?
I? 8o, is not this unjust? Catholics al-
ways are glad to have peaple of other
denomfinations attend their services.
“Q. It says the commandments: ‘[
thy God em & jealous God.' - What
right have we to pray to saints and
,Mary? Shall we not ncur the wrath
'of God!? .

“Q. I would llke to kdw how many |
. years since they founs there was &}

Purgatory? .

“Q. Are Catholics aflowed to visit
Catholic schools and convents? If not,
why not?

“On Sunday night of this week a

the church. Over 400. copies of ‘Cloar- }
ing the Way’ have been distributed,
Father Sutton expresses his delight at
the result, and Father Dunn {8 over- }
joyed by the good already accomplishe
ed.

“The fruits of these missions are
never to be estimated by the immedl.
ate results. The growth of grace s of»
ten slow and the plant itself may bo:
bumble and obscure. But here thers
was one consoling fact, learned quite
by aceldent, as the resnlt of a prev-
fous mission. An irreligious man with
a Catholic wife had three children,.
now aged-11, § and 7 years respective-
ly, whom he abgolutely refused to hava
baptized. He attended these lectures

the last night he returned home and
that hereafter they were to attend.

their own church and their .ow
school.” © :

A PUBLIC SCHOOL WEITHOUT PU-
PIS.

There is one public schaeol -in-the|

ecountry in which thefe {5 not one

pupll. It is In Reno county, Kansas.
BEvery morning the teacher, Miss Mary

selt in readiness for any pupfl who:
may come. None ever comes, ndt bas
cause there are not vlenty ¢/ children;
in the nejghborhood, but hecanke thigy:
aredll Catholfe and go to thé 'fare.
chial school. It would be hard'to fiixd
8 better example of the imjustice-o
the present school system, Here is &

nothing, and & school which must B
kept up by a community: not.oné mem
ber of which cdn i conmctence use’
thing his pays for

‘

' priests snd especially the gentle, meek |

| liviate the evil and scandal

-not. * The leis:

without saying a word tc anybody, On |t

quietly sald to his wife that the chil- p py
dren thould be Baplzed at once, and:] fng

{ visey, asking him &1 élmu
For Instince::

snd saintly Father Wymsn, been .a-

earngit, plous men in determining
what 1 should do towards reclaiming
the fallen of my peophe, It of-
tectusl! function of the Citho
hood to pluck the braixds and

praved &3 well as to'sdm
faithiul, a0 they regard me:as &
mental to thelr-persistent afforts (0

vioe that hat' long vitinted th
frults of thelr labors.and ‘th
of that macred oid edifice &
the Mother of the Radeem

er flends of my risce, I vk to
Wyman, the'-good old faf
ever ready and glad torece|
monish me, and never do I Jea)
presence without.the greatest consde: yry X
Watigi. He, however, to 1y slight' 330,
chagrin, has no vengemnce for ady . P
one. He trled to console me with the
promise of earnest prayers that God |
will show these monsters the evil of -
their ways or bring them tb. sped
justice. Again, he tells mé . th
proposes, but God, in Hiy
wisdoin, ultimately. disposss. -
horts me to depend moie on
sashres me that no good ekrries
er will ever be 1oat, (ficugh iis
may not slways be manifested
in our limited Judgm

¢ise God’s permonal T
consistent will fi be ¥
dependent relation . fo

esty. Free will-in¢ipls

sarily tolerites pride, uslim!
dom, confempt of réstraiit, 3t
50 choosas to manifent 1its prob
that way. God lets th

with the wheat until the gy
of segregation.. . Work-snd . -wa

snlt & dispensed by the All.
Just Jehovah:  Hiz judigmen
satisfactory to all,  Even ¢
mill have already Judged .the
and will scdulests-dn the e

their exerciss of probatio
pray, avold evil ani

5

“I often murmi to §
tions, and always ge

: B
the good, meéreitul, Jx

Beroggins, opens-achaol and hojds her- | EYest

"teacher who must be paid for dofige-ry

~~~~~~~
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