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yne grand duke, of 2 nervous temper-
nent, bad great difficulty in preserv-
g his calmness on learning this dis-
astrons news. He walked up and down
e roorn under the eyes of Ivan Oga-
reff, who covered him as a prey re-
=“"served for his vengennce, He stopped
s -4t the windows. He looked out ypoun
“the Tartar fires. He was trying to
. find out the noise, the greater purt of
‘which was caused by the grating of the
ice on the river. -
- A quarter of an bour passed without
- his putting another question. Then,
Agein taking up the letter, he read a
yassage of It and sald:

“You know, Michael Strogoff, that
here is question In this letter of a
* qraftor against whom I have to be on
.y guard?”
© "Yes, your highness.”
. “Hé Is to attempt to enter Irkutsk
disguised to win my confidence; then.
t the proper time, to dellver up the
town to the Tartars,”
“1 know all that, your highness, and
[ also know that Ivan Ogareff has
sworn personal veaugeance on the broth-
by of the czar”
“Whyt
““They sny that that officer bad been
condemted by the grand duke to a
ost Humiliating degradation.”

‘Yes, | remember. But he deserved
t, that wretch, who was afterward to
Werve agnionst his country and to lead

here an fnvasio? of barbarians!
Y5 "His najesty ibe czar” answered

fack that you were aware of the crhin-
Anal profects of Ivan Ogarel agalinst

aelf, while warning me to mistrust that
traltor above all durlug wy Jouruey
~WUposs Siberln”
“Have you ever met him?”
-1 “Yeg, your lighness, after the battle
. +of Krasnolarsk. Could be have sus-
oo pedted that 1 was the bearer of a let-
et addressed to your bighoess and fo
«¥lileh all his projects were divulged
_should mot uow be standing before
‘y'o“?"
" *Yes, you wonld have been lost,” an-
Ewéred the grand duke. “And how did
ol.escape ™
=By thivowlng myself into the Irtish.”
And how dil you enter Irkutsk?’
. “During o sértle that was made this
ety night to repel a Tartar detach-
ixent I jolned In with the defenders of
i the'town. I waes able to make myself
Jknown, and they at once conducted me
Before your highuess.”
Well done, Michael Strogoff.,” an-
swered the giand duke. “You have

cult mission. I shall not forget
: Heave. you any favor to ask of

“¥None if it be not that of fighting by
tlie aide of your higlness,” answered
n Ogareff.

Lot it be go, Michael Strogoff. From
gﬂﬂl day I attach you to my person,
itid you shall: be lodged in this palace.”
‘And if In conformity with the Inten-
oo which is attributed to him Ivan
Ogareff should present himself before
~your highness under a false name’'—
We would unmask him; thanks to
'ou who know him, and by my order
@-slould die under the knout. Go."
[¥an Ogareff gave the military salute
¢.the grand duke, pot forgetting that
& was captiin in thie corps of the cou-
‘of the ecrar, and he withdrew.
Ogareff had just now played with
%8 his base role. The grapd duke's
fence had been accorded him full
ﬂy gntive, He could abuse 1t when
nd where he thought proper. He
Wil oven live in that palace. . lle
mild know all the secrets of the de-

{h° Bt hand. No one in Irkutsk knew
lilm.” No one could tear off his mask.
pyolyed,  therefore. te - begin the
¢ without more delay.

an -Ogureff, having every facility

thé-hext day in visiting the fortifica-
and. Hverywhere he was recelved
fithi.cordial congratulations by the
sy, soldiers and citizens. Thig cou-
of the czar was llke a tie which
| them to the empire. Ivan Oga-
iepefore Yeosunted to them all the
§-of his Journcy. and this with a
hat was never wanting. Then
withoat at first insisting on it
eh; he¢ spoke ot the gravity of
uition, exaggerating, as he had
hile'nddressing the grand duke,
> glicoesses of the Tartars and
ed. 4t their disposal. To listen
the Buccor would be insufficlent
- gven come, and it was to be
; at-a—hittle fought under the
g of-Irkutsk -would be as disas-
gt tiés o Kalyvap, of

nolarsk: :

not st frst lavish
atiotis: He took

seane

\

the garrison and pupulation of LrRUIsSK
were too patriotic to allow themselves
to be frightened. Of those soldiers, of
those citizens, shut up in sn isolated
town at thé farthest end of the Aslatie
world, not one had Jdreamed of speak-
ing of capitulation. The disdaln of
Russia for those barbarlans was with-
out limit. In any case no one for 8 mo-
ment suspected the hateful‘role whieh
Ivan Ogareff was playing. No one
could have imagined that the pretended
courler of the ezar was nothing clse
than a traijtor.

A circumstance altogether unnatural
was the cause, from bhis arrival at Ir-
kutsk, of there belng frequent relations
between Ivan Ogareff and one of Its
bravest detenders, Wassillf Feodor. One
knows witli what anxjety this unbap
py father was devoured. If his daugh-
ter, Nadia Ieodor, had left Russia at
the date assigned by the last letter e
had réceived front Riga, what had be-
come of her? Was she still trylng to
traverse the invaded provinces, or.
rather, had she nlready been for a long
time a prisvner? Wasslill Feudor could
not find any solace for his sorrow ex-
cept when he had sowe oppertunity of
figbtlng against the Tartars, opporty-
pities which wers tvo seldom for his
liking. Now, when Wassllf Feodor was
informed of the unexpected mrvival of
% courler fromi the czar he hod a pre-
seniiment gt this conrler could give
him some tilings of his daughter. It

was only a very slight lope, but still

be clung tu it.

Wassill Feodor went to find Ivan
Ogareff, who avalled himdelf of this
opportunity to have dally relations
with the commandant. [Md the rene-
gade think he could turn that clreum-
stance to his owu profit? Did he Judge
all meu by bhimself? Could he belleve
that a Rusnsian, even a politienl exile,
could be 80 mean as to betray his coun-
try? Whatever was the case, Ivap
Ogareff met with skillfully feigned ca-
gerness all the advances made to him
by the father of Nadla  The latter, the
very next worning after the arrival of
tle protended courler, went to the pal-
ace of the governor general. There he
informed lvan Ogureff of the circum-
stances under which his daugliter hid
to leave IBuropean Russia and told him
now what was bis anxtety In her re-
gard.

Ivan Ogareff did not know Nadia, al-
though he had met her at the post
house of Ichim the day on which she
was there with Michael Strogoff. Hut
then he bad pald no more atiention to
her than the two journalists, who were
at the same time fn the posthouse. e
could not therefure give anysnews of
his daughter to Wasslll I"codar.

“But at what tme,” agked Ivan Oga-

reff, “had yout daughter to leave Rus.

sian territory

“At nearly the same time as you,”” re-

plled Wassill I'eodor.

“I quitted Moscow on the 15th of
July.”

*And Nadia also had to leave Moscow

on that date. Her letter told .me 8o ex-

pl‘essly."

“She was at Moscow on the 16th of
July ?’ nsked Ivan Ogaref,

“Yes, certainly at that date.!”

“Very well”" replied Ivan Ogarefl.

Then, recollecting himself, he added:

“But, ne: I was forgetting. [ was
about to confound dates. It i1 unfortu-

nately too probable that your daugh.

ter has had to cross the frontier, cad
only one hope remains—that she may

have stopped on receiving news of the
Tartar invasion!”

Wassill Feodor hung dowa his head.

He knew Nadla, and he know well that

nothing would prevent her setting off.

By this statement Ivan Ogarefl had

just committed gratuitously an act of
real cruelty. With one word he could

reassure Wassili Feodor.

Although Nadin had passed the fron- |
tier under the elreumstancees -previos: 1
ly described, Wassili Feodor, by comng-

paring the date at which his daughter

was certainly at Nijni Novgored and

the date of the order forbidding any one

to leave it, would without doubt draw

this conclusion—that Nadia could not

have been exposed to the dangers of
an invasion and that she was still, In

spite of ierself, on the European terri-

tory of the empire.

Iven Ogareff might have said that

word. He did not sny it. Wassili Feo-
dor withdrew heartbroken, After that/
interview his last hope was destroyed.
During the two following days the
grand duke several times asked for
the pretended Michael Strogoff and had,
him repeat all that e had heard in the
imperial cabinet of the New palace,

Ivan Ogareff, prepared for all those
questions, answered without ever hesi-

tating. He did not conceal designedly

that the government of thé czar had
been sltogether taken by surprise by’
thé invasicn; that the rising had been
prepared with the greatest secrecy;
that the Tartars were alveady maesters
of the iine of the Obi when the news

jreached Moscow, and finally that toth:

ing was ready In the Russian provinces
to throw into Biberla troops sufficient

 to repel the invaders.

Afterward. Ivan Ogareff, entirely

| free In his movements, began to study
- 4 Irkutak, . the state of its fortifications,

thelr. weak points, In order.eventually:
obmervations if

# [to make use of those

o o o enged i

wolell himself more PATUCIAANY tw we
exsmination of the Bolchala gate,
which he Intended treacherously to sur
render. Twice at night be came to in
spect that gate and the fortifications
around it. He walked about there with-
out apy fear of exposing bimself to the
missiles of the beslegers, whose first
4 posts were less than a verst from the
Zamparts. He knew well that he was
not exposed—npay, even that he was
recognized. He bhad had a glimpse of
'a shadow which had glided to the foot
of the ramparts.

Sangarre, risking her life, had Jjust
eome to try to put herself in comusuul-
cation with Ivan Ogareff. Besides, the
besleged for two days had enjoyed a
tranquillity to which they bad not been
accustomed since the Tartars first in-
vested Irkutsk. It was by order of
1van Ogareff.

The lfeutenant of Feofar-Khan had
wished that all atteropts to carry the
town by sheer force should be suspend
ed. Thus arter his arrival at Irkutsh
the artillery was absolutely gflent Fler
haps—at least he hoped so—the vigi'
lance of the besleged would be suie
what relaxed. In any case, at the out
posts several thousand Tartars were
ready to hurl themselves agalnst the
gate when @eprived of Iits defenders,
when Ivan Ogareff should let them
know the hour for action.

Meanwhile that could not be long de
layed. They must make an end of it
before _the Russlan corps should arrive
in sight of Irkutsk. The resolution of
Ivan Ogareff was taken, and that very
night from the top of the rampart o
note fell into the hands of Saugarre.
it was the following night, the uight
from the Bth to the 6th of Octoler, at
2 oclock in the morning, that Ivau
Ogareff had ed for delivering up I~
L ktztek to the Tartars.

CILAPTER XIX.

HE plans of Ivan Ogarell
had been lald with the
greatest care, and, unless
some unlikely clreon:
stance should oceur, thuy

ey
< o{”‘ﬁs J must succeed. It was
necessary that the Bol

chaln gate shoull be without defeud
ers at the mowment swhen he should de
liver It up to the Tartam. Thus at that
moment it would be indispensable that
the attention of the besjegud shoukd be
drawn to another polnt of the oity,
hence & diversion agreed wupon with the
emir. That diversion had 1o take place
along the suburbs of Irkutsk. up and
down the right bank of the river.

The attack on those two polnts would
be made very earnestly and at thesawe
time a felgned attempt to cross the An
gara on Its left bank. The Bolthaia
gate would then be probablyabandoned,
especlally as oo that side the advaner
posts, which were sald to be at somwe
distance off, would seem to have been
collected together,

The fifth day of Qctober had come
Before twenty - four hours the capiial of
castern Slberia vught to be {n the hands
of the emir and the grand duke in the
power of Ivan Ogare®. During all that
day an unusual mosement was taking

s . ~

would not succeed. 1ln that case ine
Tartars, discouraged for the time, with-
out doubt would defer for a few days
any new attack against the town. Be-
sides, the troops eipected by the grand
fuke might arrive any honr. The safe-
ty or the loss of Irkutsk hung on a
thread.

On that day the sun, which had risen
at twenty minotes past 6, had set at
5:40. Twilight would stlll have to strug-
gle with night for two hours. Then
space would be filled with thick dark-
ness, for heavy clouds hung still in the
afr, and the moon would not appear.
This profound obscurity would favor
more completely the plans of Ivan Oga-
refl.

Already, for some days, an extremely
keen frost had come as a prelude to
the rigors of the Siberian winter, and
on that night the cold was still more
plercing. Thbe soldiers posted on the
right bank of the Angara, being forced
to hide thelr presence, had not kindled
any filres. They therefore suffered
dreadfully from great lowering of the
temperature. At some fset below them
the lce blocka floated past, following
the current of the river.

During all that day they bhad seen
them In close ranks floating rapidly
between the two banks. That ctrenin-
stance, observed by the grand duke and
his officers, had been consldered as for-
tunate It was evident that if the bed
of the river became uvbstructed the pas-
sage of It would becowe altogether Im-
practicable,

The Tartars would not be able to
manage either rafts or boats. As for
attempting to cross the river over the
blocks of lce when the cold should have
joined them, that was not possible. The
fleld, newly cemented, would not have
-beenr strong enough for the passage
over It of an attacking colynn.

But Ivan Ogareff did no%uregret that
eircumstance, although it appeared fa
vorable to the defenders of Irkutsk, for
the traftor kpew well that the Tartars
were not seeking to cross the Angara
and that at least on that side the at
tempt would ouly be a felnt. Never-
theless toward 10 o'clock at night the
state of the river visibly chuanged, to
the extreme surprise of the, besieged
and pnow to their disadvantage The
passage, up to that tline lmpracticable,
suddenly becntue possible. The bed of |
the Angara svon became free.  The
floating 1ce, which for some days had
come dowt the river In great quanti-
tes, disappeared, aud very Httle could
be seen between the two banks.

The Russian officers, who lbad ne-

! than the EYPBY.

village of Poshkavsk and the town.

Ivan Ogareff had reselved to employ
this terrible means for setting fire to
Irkutsk. EHe therefore made tse of the
Immense reservolr which contafned the
combustible liquid. He bad oniy te
make & few canals to draw In streams
into the river. ‘These he had made that
very night, some hours before. The
cotton wool had been cast on the wa-
ters of the Angara. In an lnstant, as if
the current had beea made of alcobol,
all the river became 2 mass of flames,
up and down the stream, witia the ra-
pidity of electricity. Volumes of blue
flames covered the whole surface of the
river and shot far up into the sky.

The few blocks of ice that carne float-
ing down the river, belng selzed by the
burning liquid, melted like wax on the
surface of a furnace, and the water,
gent off as vapot, rose hissing to the
clouds. At that very moment the fir-
fng begnn at the north and at the sputh
of the town. The batteries of the camp
of the Angara threw an uninterrupted
vulley of shot and shell. Many thou-
sand Tartars rushed to the assault of
the ramparts. The houses aslong the
high baoks, constructed of wood, took
fire In every direction. An immense
light dissipated the shades of night.
“At last!” said Ivan Ogarefl. And he
had good reason to applaud. “The di-
version which he had plannped was ter-

rible. The defenders saw thernselves
placed between the attack of the Tar-
tars and the disasters of an inmense
eonfiagration. The bells sounded, and.
every.ablebodled man of the populition
hastened to the polnts attacked and to
the houses which were being devoured
by the fire, which was threateming to
comrnunicate itself to the whole city.
The Bolchaia gate was almost free. It
was with dltﬂcqlty that any defeuders
hagd been left there.

Ivan Ogareff re-entered his room,
then brilllantly lit ap by the flames
from the Anpgara that overtopped the
balustrades of the ramparts. Then he
prepared to leave it. But scarcely had
be opened the door when g womabp
rushed into the room, with her gar-
ments dripplug wet, her halr in dlsor-
der.

“Sangarre!” cried [vdn Qgareff in the
first moment of surprise and not imag-
ining that it eould be any eother woman

It was pot Sangarre; it was Nadin.

At the moment when, seeking refuge
on the block of lee, the young girl had
uttered that cry when she saw the fire

tlced this change fn the state of the!
river. made {t kpown to the gmndf
duke. Besldes, it was explained 1p this
svay that at some narrow portion of the
Apgara the toatlug lee had gecumu- |
lated and foumd a barrler. We know
that such was the case. The passage |
of the Angara was therefure open to;
the beslegers. hence the pecessity for
the Russians to wateh with greater at- ‘
tention than ever.

In the camp of the Angara there was .
plenty of agitation, as was proved by
the lights conatantly ditting about. At
8 verst up above, as alsv Jduwn below

place In the camp of the Apgara. Irow
the windows of the palace and frowm the
houses of the right bauk one could see
distinetly that lwportant preparations|
were belng made oo the opposite
helghts. !
Nuwmerous Tartar detachments were!
seen moving tosward the camp and thus
hourly re-enforcing the troopd of the
emir. This was the preparation for
the diversion which had been agreed
upon,.and It was belng made in the
most ostentatious manner. Moreover,
Ivan Ogarefl did not conceal from the;
grand duke that sume attack was to be,
feared on that side. He knew, he said,
that an assault would be made at the|
two extremlities of the town nlong the
river, and he counseled the grund duke
to re-enforce those two points more dl-
rectly menaced. |
The preparations thiat bad been no-
ticed, coming to the support of Ivan
Ogarefl's recommendations, it was nec-
cssary to take some account of them.
Thus atter a councll of war which was
held at the palace orders were given to
concentrate the defemse on the right
bank of the Angara and at the twoex-
tremitlea of the town, where the forti-
fied terraces rested on the river.

This was precisely what Ivan Oga-
relf wished. He evidently did not reck-
on that the Bolchala gate would re-
main without defenders, but they would
be there only in a small number. Be-
sldes, Iyan Oparefl was about to glve
h"é‘ the diversion such tmporiince that
the grand duke wwould be obliged to op-
pose it with all his disposable forces.
And indeed an lncident of an excep-
tionable gravity, devised by Ivan Uga-
reff, was to powerfully aid In the ac-
complishment of his projects. Foreven
it Irkutsk had Dot been attacked at
points distant from the Bolchaia gate
and along the right bank of the river
that incident would have sufficed to
draw the chief body of the defenders
to the place where Ivan Ogareff wish-'
ed precisely to bring- them. It would
cause at the same time a most terrible
eatastrophe.

All the chances were then that the
gate, belng free at the hour fixed, would
be glven up to the thousands of Tar-
tars who were walting under the thick *
cover of the forest on the east. During
that day the garrison and population of
Irkutsk were comstantly on the alert. |
All the measures which “were required !
to repel an attack on points never be-
fore threatened were taken.

The grand duke and General Voran-
zoff visited the various posts whieh had
been strengthened by their orders. The
picked corps of Wassill Feodor occu-
pied the morth of the town, but with
the injunction to march at once to
where the danger should be most press-
ing. The right bank of the Angara was
proteeted by the only artillery a. their g
disposal. ) ‘ ‘
- With these measures taken in time,
- thaoks to the opportune recommends-

the polnt where the fortitication slopes
down to the river, there was a dull-
murmur, which proved that the Tar-,
tars were on fouot, walting for some
signal.  Again an Dbour passed by.
Nothing new.

Twoo'clock In the morning was about
to strike trom the elock tower of the
cathedral of Irkutsk and ne movement |
had taken place to disclose the hostile |
intentions of the besiegers. The grand .
duke and his officers began to ask:
themselves if they had not been led .
into error, if it bad really entered into
the plan of the Tartars to attempt to
surprise the towh.

The preceding nights had not by any
means been so e¢alin. Firing bad been
kept up from the advanced pdsts, and
shells had hlssed through the alr, and
this time there was nothing of the kind.
The grand duke, General Voranzoff,
their alds-de-camp, waited therefore,
ready to give their orders according to
the circumstances,

It has been stated that Ivan Ogareff
occupled a room in the palace. It was
& pretty large room, situated on the
ground floor, and its windows opened
out upon a side terrace. One need only
step a few paces on thig terrace to
overlook the course of the Angara. A
profound darkness reigned in that
roomi. Ivan Ogareff, standing near a
window, was walting for the hour of
action to arrive. ‘ Bvidently the signall

could ouly_come from him. Qe WS -g15 pyy tne young girl, with a knife in

signal was given, when most of the de-
fenders of Irkutsk should have been
called to the poluts openly attacked. |
Lis plan was to leave the palace and
to go and accomplish his work. He
waited then in the dark, llke a tiger
ready to spring upon Its prey. I

Meanwhile, some minutes before, 2
o'clock, the grand duke asked that Mi-
chael Strogoff—it was the only name
he could give to Ivan Ogareff—shouud |
be brought to him. An aid-deccamp
came to his room, the door. of which
was efosed. He called him. Ivan Oga-
reff, motionless near the window and
invisible in the darkmness, took good .,
care not to answer. The grand duke
was then informed that the courier of
the czar was not at that moment in the
palace. .

Two o'clock struck. It was the mo- |
ment that action had been agreed. on
with the Tartars, who were ready for |
the assauit. Ivan Ogareff opened the
window of his room and placed himself
at the north angle of the side terrace.
Below him in the shade flowed the wa-
ters of the Angara, which rqared as
they broke against the piles of the but-
tresses.

+

pocket and lit with it a piece of cotton
wool impregnated with priming pow-
der, which he threw into the river. It
was by the ordér of Ivan Qgareff that
torrents of mineral oil had been cast
on the surface of the Angara. Springs

:the room of Ivan Ogareff, and he had

Ivan Ogareff drew a flint from _his-{-

tlony of Ivan Ogmrelf; there was every

of naphtha had been discovered above
/ ' '

Ty ) ;

{on time to the tl'olmﬁ-‘

spread over the carrent of the Angara,
Michael Strogoff had seized her in his
arms, amd he bad dlved with her to
seek even o the depths of the river a
shelter from the Bames  After having
swum under the waters Xichael Stro-
goff had fortunately put his foot on
ground at the yuay. apd he had Nadia
still safe with him.

Michael Stroguff” was touching =t last
his goal. He was at Irkutsk. "“To the
palace of the guvernor? raid e to Na-
dla. In less than ten minutes after:
ward both arrived at the entranice to
that palace, the massive stone walls of
which were bring licked by the long
flames from tue Angara, without, how-
ever, their heing able to set the stroc
ture on fire. Reyond, the houses on the
bank were all {n flnmes.

Michael Rtrogoff and Nadia entered
without difficulty (nto that palsce,
which was open for all. In the mmidst
of the general eonfusion ne vine noticed
them, although thetr clothes were drip-
p:ng wet. A e¢rowd of officers came for
orders, and soldlers running to execute
them blocked up the grand sulon on
the ground floor.

There Michael Strogoff and the young
girl, in the midst of so great a crowd.
found themselves separated from each
other. Nadia, distracted, ran along the
lower rooms, calied her campanion and
asked to be led before the grand uke.
A door leading i{nto & room that was
inundated with light opened itgelf be-
fore her. 8he entered, and she found
herself unexpectedly face to face with
him whom she had seen at lchim.
whom she had seen at Tomsk, i the
presence of that man whose carsed
hand an tnstant later would have aellv-
ered up the city.

“Ivan Qgarefl!” eried she.

On hearing his name pronouncecd the
miserable wretch trembled. His true
name belng onceknown, all his plans
would Le ruined. He had only one
thing to do—to kill the being, whoever
it might be. who had just pronoumnced
it. Ivan Ogareff threw himself om Na

her hand, place@l her back to the wvall,
resolved to defend herself.

“Ivan Ogareff” cried again Nadla.
knowing well that detested name would
bring succor to her.

“Ah, you shall be silent?” sai@ thé
traitor.

“Ivan Ogareff!” cried a third time the
intrepid young girl in a velce whose
hate had increased tenfold the force.

Prunk with fury, Ivan Ogareff drew
a dagger from his belt, rushed utpon
Nadia pnd forced her back into & cor-
ner of the room. It was all over with
her when the wretch, suddenly knock-
ed down by a tremendous blow, rolled
to the ground.

“Michael!” eried Nadia. |

It was Michael Strogoff. Michael
Strogoff had heard the appeal of Nadis.
Guided by her volce, he had -arriveqd at

entered by the door which had been
left open.

“Fear nothing, Nadia,” he said as he
placed himself between her and Evan
Ognareff. - :

“Ah,” screamed the young girl, “take
care, brother! The traitor is grmed!
He can see well!”

Ivan Ogareff had risen, and, believ-
ing that he had the advantage over a
blind man, be threw himself upon Mi
chael Strogoff. But with ene hand M!-
chael seized the arm of him who could
gsee well and with the other, turming
asige his wenpon, he threw him a sec

3

siuisn unt the right bank, between the |

Irsn ‘Opaces, pale with fury

sceabbard and returned to the combat.
He had alse recognized Michael Stro-
goff. A blind man! He had only, in
short, to deal with a blind man.

Nadia, terzified at the danger ‘which
threatened her companion in such an
unequal struggle, ran to the door, calk
ing help.

“Shut that door, Nadia,” said Michael
8trogoff. “Do not call any one, and let
me do it. The courler of the czar has
nothing to fear today from this wretch.
Let him come at me If he dare. I am
waiting for him.”

Meanwhile Ivan Ogareff, gathering
himself together, as it were, like a ti-
ger did not utter a word. The nolse

would have wished to keep back from
the ear of the blind man.” He wished
to strike him before even he had any
warning of his approach, to strike him
with a certain blow. The traitor did
not dream of fighting, but of assas-
sinating him whose name he had sto-.
Jen.

Nadia, frightened, yet at the same
time confident, contemplated with a
sort of admiration that terrible scene.
It seemed that the old coolness had
come back to. him.

Michael Strogoff had as his only
weaapon his Biberian knife, and he could
not see his adversary, who was even
armed with a sword. But by what
favor from heaven was he able to over-
power him?

Ivan Ogareff glanced at his adversary
with a visible anxiety. That superhu.-
man calmness worked upon him., In
vain, appeal'nz to his reason, he kept
saying that in the inequality of such a
combat all 1) advantage was in his
favor. That !mmovablcuess of the
blind man cemp’etely fre-e him. He
had sought w.'h Lls eyes the place
where lLe must «: L+ his vietim. He
had found it. Who, tI.'n, wr3 prevent.
ing him from g'vns i 1 1. 1'ing blow?

At length he riad - a b’ v cod thirust
his sword full ¢ the hroa- 1 of Michad
Strogofl.

An {mperceptible 1:ovement of the
kpife of the blind man turned the blow
Michael Strogoff had not been touched
and coully seemed to walt another at.
tack without, however, challenging it.

A cold sweat ran from the face of
Ivan Ogareff. [le recoiled a pace, then
made another thrust. But the second
blow, like the first, fell harmleas. A
simple parrying with the large knife
had sufficed to turn aside the sword of
the traitor. The latter, mad with rage
and terror before that lving statue,

dpen eyes of the blind man. Those
eyes that seemed to read the wvbry bot
tom of his heart and which could not

an awful fascination.

Suddenly Ivan Ogareff gave a cry
An unexpected light had entered his
brain.

“He can see™ crled he.
see!l”

And, ke a deer trying to re-enter its
cave, step by step, terrified, he retreat-
ed to the lower end of the room. Then
the statue took life. The blind man-
walked straight to Ivan Ogareff, and,
placiog himself in front of him, sald’
“Yes, I see—1 see the blow of the knout
with which I have marked you, traitor
and coward! 1 see the place where [
am going to strike you. Defend your
life! It is a duel which I condescend
to offer you. My konife will sufiice me-
agalpst your sword!”

* “Ho sees!™ sald Nadla.
ey, is it possible?”

Fvan Ogareff felt himself to be lost.
But suddenly, taking courage, sword
in front, he rushed upon his impassible
adversary. The two blades crossed,
but at the first clash of the knife of
Michael Strogoff, grasped firmly In the
hand of the Siberian hunter, the sword
flew In pleces, and the wretch, plerced
to the heart, fell dead to the ground.
At that moment the door of the room,
pushed from the outside, opened. The
grand duke, accompanied by some offl-
cers, showed himself on the threshold.
The grand duke advanced. Hp recog-
nized on the ground the dead body of
him whom he thought to be the courler
of the czar, and then in a threatening
voice he asked:

“Who has slain this man?’

“1,” replied Michael Strogoff.

One of the officers placed a revelver
to his head, ready to fire.

“Your name?” asked the grand duke
before giving the order- to-shoot him
dead.

“Your highness,” answered Michael
Strogoff, “ask me rather the name of
the man stretched at your feet.”

“That man [ have recognized. He is
.a gervant of my brother. He I8 the
czar’s courler.”..

‘“That man, your highness, is not a
courier from the czar. He is Ivan Oga-
reff.”

“Ivan Ogareff!” ceried the grand duke.
“Yes; Ivan the traitor” ’
“Bat you—who are you?™

“Michael Strogoff.”

“He can

“God of mer-

(To be continued.)
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of his step, his very breathing, he

fixed his terrified look on the large -

see—those eyes seemed to have for him

shame, reicembered that he was carry-
Ing & sword. He drew {t from the
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