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COURIER • 
OF THE CZAR | 

men, coming out of a deserted bouse, 
ran with great haste to the bunk. 

Nadla, sittiug at the buck part of the 
raft, looked ut them lu a listless inuu 

They bad to supply this want. A 
r*ft, or, rather, a float of wood, like 
those which generally float on the Hl-
l&rian rivers liad been constructed. 

A forest of pine, which towered along i ner. 
the shore, had furnished the floating A cry was about to escape her. She 
material The t runks , lashed together j seized the hand of Michael Strogoff. 
With willow branches, formed a plat- who nt thut moment raised his head. 
form on which a hundred pe r sons ! -vviint i« tin. mutter with you. 
would have easily found room. 

I t w a s on this raft that Michael Stro-

Na 
dla'!" he asked. 
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j "Our two fellow travelers, Michael 
goff and Nadia were carried. The j that Frenchman and that Knglishuinti 

whom we met ID the dell lex of the 1'ral 
mountains ." 

"Yes." 
Michael Ntrogoff shuddered, for the 

str ict Incognito from winch he did not 
wish to depart was lu danger of heme 
t i m e tied. 

And in reel ty It was u«jt any longer 
Nicholas Ku:jiauoff whom Alclde Joll-
vet and H a n y lilouut were about to 
see in him now. but the true .MIehael 
Strogoff, the courier of the i-zar The 
Journalists had already met him twice 
since their seimiuiion ut the posthotiM-
of Ichhu-- the rir.it time a t the camp of 
Zabedelro. w hen he i ut with the blow of 
the knout the fare of I van Ogareff, the 
second time at Tomsk, when he was 
condemned by the emir. They knew 
therefore svhat to think of him and his 
true position us courier of the czar. 

MIehael StrogolT ipilckly took tip his 
part . 

"Nadla." said IK. "when that French 
man and Engl ishman HIIUII come on I 
board beg them to o.uae i:p tu mc " | 

They wert« Indeed Har ry lUmmt and ! 
Alclde Jolivct. whom Uot chance. Iiut 
the force of events, had conducted to 
the port of I.h etiiichuala. Jutt as they j 
had led Michael StrogolT j 

The tvailcr knows that after Inn ing 
been present tit the tr iumphal i-iiti-j of . 
tne Tar t a r s Into TOIIIKK they hail gone , 
away before the sawige execution 
which terminated the feusj* The} had ' 
no doubt but their old fellow traveler ; 
had been put to death, and iliey were t 

quite unaware that be hud been only 
made blind by order of the emir. 

Then, having procured horses, they 
had abandoned Tomsk that very night, 
with the fixed Intention of dat ing beuce-
forth their article* froui l tussiuu camps 
of eastern Siberia. 

Alclde Jollvet uud Har ry Klouut set 
out for I rkutsk by forced marches. 
They had great hopes of otitstrtpp.ng 
Feofar-Khan. and most certainly they 
would have done so had not u third col 
unin unexpectedly made Its appear 
auce, having come from the MOIIUKTU 
provinces of the Vculsel. U k e Michael 
Ntrogoff, they were cut ofT before liuv 
lng even reached the DIuka. Hence 
they were again compelled to go down 
as far as Lake Baikal. 

When they arrived ut 1,1 venltc hualn. 
the port was already deserted. <>u any 
other side it was Impossible fur tln-in 
to enter I rkutsk , which was luxested 
by the Ta r t a r armies. 

They had been there for three days, 
and very much embarrassed, when the 
raft arrived. 

The design of the fugitives was com­
municated to them. There was cer­
tainly some chance of their being able 
to pass during the night and penet ra te 
into Irkutsk. They therefore resolved 
to m a k e the at tempt . 

Alclde Jollvet at ouce placed himself 
in communicat ion with the old mar luer 
aud asked passage for his companion 
and himself, offering to pay the fare he 
fixed, whatever it might be. 

"Here one does not pay anyth ing ," 
gravely answered the old mariner. 
"One risks his life; t ha t Is all ." 

The two Journalists embarked, and 
Nadla saw them take their place lu the 
forp par t of the raft. 

H a r r y Blount was a l w a y s the cold 
Engl ishman who had scarcely address­
ed a word to her during the whole jour­
ney across the 1'rul mountains . Alclde 
.lollvet seemed a little more grave than 
usual, and one would acknowledge that 
his gravity was Justified by that of the 
circumstances. 

Alcide Jollvet was then Installed on 
t h e fore par t of the raft , when he felt 
a hand rest on his a m i . Jle turned 
round and recognized Nadla, the sister 
of him who was no longer Nicholas 
Korpanoff, but Michael Strogoff, cou­
r ier of the czar. A cry of surprise was 
about to escape him when he s aw the 
young girl place her finger on her lips. 

"Come," said Nadla to him. 
' And, assuming an a i r of indifference. 
Alclde Jollvet, making a sign to Harry 
Blount to accompany him, followed her. 

But if the surprise of, the journal is ts 
was great a t meeting Nadift on that 
ra f t it was without l imits when they 
perceived Michael Strogoff, whom they 
could not believe to be still alive. Mi­
chael Strogoff had not moved a t their 
a p p r o a c h . " 

Alclde Jollvet had turned himself to­
ward the young girl. 

"Gentlemen, he does not see you," 
said the young girl. " T h e T a r t a r s have 
burned out his eyes! My poor b ro ther 
Is blind!" 

A deep feeling of p i ty w a s pictured 
on t h e face of Alcide Jo i l r s t a n d his 
companion. 

An instant afterward both of them, 
seated near Michael Strogoff, warmly 
•hook his hands and waited for him to 
apeak. 

' young girl was once more herself. They 
gave to her some nourishment, as also 
to her companion. Then, lying down 
on a bed of leaves, she Immediately fell 
Into a sound sleep. 

To those wl: i Interrogated him Ml 
cliael Strogoff t.uM nothing concerning 
tljte events which had occurred at 
Tomsk. Ue gave himself out a s an In­
habi tant of Krasnuiursk who had uot 
been able to reach Irkutsk before the 
troops of the emir had arrived on the 
left bank of the DIuku, and he added 
t ha t very likely the main body of the 
Ta r t a r s bad taken up their position be 
fore the < apltal of Klberla. Even among 
friends It was almost as Important to 
preserve secrecy as to his mission a s if 
among enemies. 

One never kuo\ . s what cars are lis 
ten lug when tin- tongue speaks The 
friend of t' day ii-ny bo the foe of to­
morrow, and e w u the firm friend. If 
Indiscreet. !» more to be dreaded than 
the known enemy. 

Thpre wn« not. therefore, an I twaut 
t o lo«t'. Bes ides , the frost bei-utile more 
and more keen. The tcinp.-tatuie dur 
ing the ulght fell far below aero. So;u» 
pieces of Ice had already formed ou the 
surface of the Baikal. If the r a n could 
easily make Its way on the lake. It 
•would not be the same between the 
banks of the Angura lu ease tlm e 
p i e c e s of lee t-hot.hl c o m e to impede It* 
course. 

Therefore for all these reasons It was 
necessary t'mt the fugitives should 
start without delay. 

At 8 o'clock at uight the uioorln.;s 
, -were unfastened, and uuder the action 

of the current the raft followed the 
lake shore. 

Long poles, handled by robust tnu 
*Jik8, sufficed to guide it. An old sailor 
of the Baikal had taken command of 
the raft. He was n man of sixty, all 
tanned with the breezes of the lake. A 
White nnd very thick benrd descended 
on his breast. He had on his head a 
fur hat. Of a grave and austere op-

., pearance, his wide aud long riding coat, 
drawn tight at the belt, hanging down 
t o his heels, this silent old man, sit­
ting at the stern, commanded by ges 
turn and did nut speak ten words In 
ten hours. 

Besides, the whole management con 
slated in keeping the raft In the cur­
rent which ran along the shore, with­
out allowing It to go far out Into the 
deep water. 

Although the Journey was not with 
out danger, the voyagers might reason 
jably hope to safely accomplish It. -

At any rate they had become accus-
•tomed to both hardship and danger. 
No fate could be worse than the one 
rthat awaited them If they remained. 

So despite the past and present they 
•were many hopeful, almost happy 
thearts on board that rude craft that 
jBoated along so lazily. 
h _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

CHAPTER XVI. 
O special incident marked 

this journey on the lake. 
Nadla had remained In 

a profound stupor. 
Sleep had only over­

powered Michael Strogoff 
at long intervals, and 

Still his thoughts were ever watching 
over her. 

At daybreak the raft, retarded by a 
somewhat strong breeze which wn* 
blowing against the action of the cur­
rent, was still forty versts from the 
mouth of the Angara, Most likely they 

.^ „ would not be able to reach it before 3 
£§^ »ir 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 

This was not an Inconvenience; rath-
op the contrary, for the fugitives would 
tfien descend the river during the night, 

-J-pfef the darkness would favor their 
arrival at Irkutsk. ~ 

At 4 o'clock In the afternoon the 
mouth of the Angara was signaled by 
ttie old mariner between the high gran­
ite rocks of the const. One could per­
ceive on the right bank the little port 
o | Wyenltchnaia, its church, Its few 
home- built on the steep. 

H/ ft .But there wa» a grave circumstance. 

The first floating ice that had come 
from the east was already forming be-
tjjreen the banks of the Angara and 
•-whee descending toward Irkutsk. 

However, their number could not as 
j e t bt great tnougk to obstruct the 
river nor the cold severe enough to 
unite them Into one mass. 

The raft arrived at the little port and 
stopped there toR-i*; short time. The 
oM mariner had decided to put into 
port for an hour in order to make some 
indispensable repairs, The trunks, hav­
ing become loos^ ;thwatenod to sepa­
rata from one a^therj and it was of 
great imporUnccr^ remind ithem more 
tralX together that they might resist 
the currant of tho Angara,, which Is 
*t_7«*hL •»"-'.<.:'• 

Tbt old sailor did not, tl-erefdr*, eX-
•oy mors fugitives at thftport of 

ila, and yet at th*«_wmsnt 
fefcrUur the shoro tiro 

"Gentlemen," said Michael Strogofl 
.a a low voice, "you m u s t not know 
who I am nor w h a t I came to do in S& 
beria. I beg you to respect my s e c r e t 
Do you promise me?" 

"On my honor," answered Alclde Joll 
vet. 

"On my faith a s a gentleman," added 
H a r r y Blount. 

"Very well, gentlemen." 
"Can we be ut any use to you?" ask-

ed H a r r y Blount. "Would you wish 
us to help you to accomplish your 
task V 

"I prefer to ac t alone," sa id Michael 
Strogoff. 

"Hut those scoundrels have burned 
out your s ight ," said Alcide Jollvet . 

"I have Nadla, and her eyes suffice:" 
Half an hour later the raft, after 

t u n i n g left the little port of Llvenitcb 
uula. was fairly In the river. It was 5 
o'clock In the evening. Night was fast 
coming on. It would be very dark and 
\ery cold also, for the tempera ture was 
already below zero. 

Alclde Jollvet and Harry Blount, al 
though they had promised Michael 
Htrogoff to keep his secref /yet did not 
leave his side. They spoke in a low 
voice, aud tlie blind man, putt ing what 
he already knew to what they now told 
lilin. was enabled to form an exact Idea 
of the state of affair*. 

He was certain thai the Ta r t a r s were 
actually Investing Irkutsk and that the 
three^ columns had already formed a 
junction. One could not therefore doubt 
thut the emir aud Ivan Ogareff were 
before the capital. 

But why thut haste to a f - ' e tbere 
of the '-ourlfr of the czar, now -hat the 
emperor 's letter could no longer 1»* re 
mlt ted by him to the graud duke, aud 
lie did not even know Its content))? AI-
c de Jollvet aud Harry Blount could 
no more understand thau could Nadla. 

Besides , Iliey had Uot s p o k e n of the 
past up to the moment when Alclde 
Jollvet thought It hi* duty to say to 
Michael Strogoflr 

"We almost owe- you some excuses 
for not ha\ lug shaken hands with yo;i 
before our separat ion at the posthuuse 
of iehilll." 

"No; you had a right to believe me a 
eowurtl " 

"Any h o w , " added Alclde Joll vet. "Jiill 
llUW Npleltdidl) Will piled that WllulD. 
and he will c a n y the luaikM of it a loug 
time " 

"No. not U long t line." s i m p l y u n s w e l 
ed Michael Sirngoff 

lu half a n hour after the depar ture 
from I.lM'iiltchiiiiia Ale hie . lolhet uinl 
Harry Blount tincI heard ull tin1 detail* 
of the cruel trial* through w h h h Ml 
cliael Strogoff unci hl» companion liud 
suceesah ely pa^sc-d. They could not 
but openly admire an eucrgj which the 
dcHitcdneHM of the \ouug girl alone 
had been able to equal Aud uf .Ml 
cliael Strogoff thc-y had formed the 
\ery same opinion which hail been »o 

I Well expressed hy the i zar at Moscow 
I " In truth, be Is a man ' " 
I At H o'clock at night, us t h e us pec t 
I of the sky bad forewarned them, ou e \ 
1 c e s s l v e d a r k n e s s etl\ eloped all the 
. country. T h e moon. In lug new. would 

not r ise above the horl/.ou. I-'rotn the 
middle of the river the bunks were visl 
ble. The cliffs at not a great height 
were blended with those l.cu\ y cloud* 
which they dlN|>:»<-. .1 with cl Itlli-til I .v. 
At Intervals a breeze would come from 
the east and seem to expire In thut uu r 
row valley of the Angara 

The old mariner, fylug down on the 
fore par t of the raft invar his ineu, oc­
cupied himself al together lu turning 
aside from the Ice blocks, a maueuver 
which be executed without making any 
noise. 

This dr i f t ing of the Ice. after all. was 
a favorable circumstance ns long a s It 
did uot" oppose an Insurmountable ob­
stacle lu th«* passage of the raft; for 
Indeed this a p p a r a t u s aloue ou the free 
waters of the r lwr would have run the 
risk of being pen-el\ed even through 
the thick shade, whereas It w a s uow 
confounded with these moving masses 
of all sizes nud nil shapes, uud the din 
produced hy the sea t ing of t h e blocks 
drowned'al l other suspicious noise. 

There was a u-ry keen frost. T h e 
fugitives suffered dreadfully from it, 
not having a u y other shelter bu t some 
b ranches of t h e birch tree. They press­
ed close to each other in order .o better 
support the low- temperature , which 
dur ing that tilglit had reached 10 de­
grees below zero. 
M i c h a e l StrogufT nnd Nadla, lying 

down a t the back par t of the raft, en­
dured without complaint this addit ion­
al suffering. For u man who w a s reck­
oning soon t o a t ta in his end Michael 
Strogoff seemed singularly calm. Be­
sides, in tlie most grave s i tuat ions h i s 
energy had never abandoned him. Al­
ready he looked forward to the moment 
when a t last It would be permit ted h im 
to think of his mother, of Nadia. of 
himself. He only feared one last a n d 
evil chance. I t was lest the ra f t should 
be absolutely stopped by a barr ier of 
thick Ice before having reached Ir­
kutsk, l i e d id uot think of a n y t h i n g 
but tha t , being, moreover, decided If it 
were necessary to a t t empt some su­
preme a c t of daring. 

Nadla, refreshed by some hours of re­
pose, h a d recovered that physical en­
ergy which misery had sometimes been 
able to subdue wi thout ever having 
shaken ber moral energy. She w a s 
th inking also tha t in case Michael Stro­
goff should m a k e a new effort t o a t t a in 
hta end she m u s t be there to guide h im. 
Bu t a t t h e t i m e that she was approach­
ing I rku t sk t h e image of her fa ther w a s 
pictured more vividly in her mind. S h e 
s a w him in t h e invested town, f a r from 

I'those h e cherished, but—for s h e d i d 
not doubt it—struggling aga ins t the in­
vaders wi th a i l the dash of his pa t r io t , 
ism. Before many hours, If heaven 
should a t length favor them, s h e would 
be in h i s a r m s , reciting to him t h e l a s t 
words- of h e r mother, and no th ing 
should again separa te them. 
> The raft still moved on, unperceived, 

amid the mass of floating ice, 
TJp to this time no Tartar detachment 

had been signaled on the high banks 
Of tho Angara, and this Indicated that 

the raf t h a d not a* yet come on a line 
with their outposts. 

Meanwhile It was necessary to ma­
neuver with more care In t h e midst of 
the Ice, which was fas t closing. 

The old mar iner rose up, and the mu-
Jiks took up again their boathooks. 
All had as much as they could do, and 
the management of the raf t became 
more and more difficult, for the bed of 
ttw» river was becoming obstructed. 

Michael Strogoff had moved softly to 
the fore part of the raft . 

Alclde Jollvet had followed him. 
Both listened to what the old sailor 

and his men were saying. 
" t lua rd there on the right!" 
"Look! The blocks of ice are thick­

ening on the left."' 
"Keep It off! Keep It off with your 

bout hook!" 
"Before an hour w e shall be stop­

ped!" 
"If Cod wills It.'" replied t h e old sail-

>r. "Against his will nothing can be 
dope." 

"You hear them?" said Alcide Jollvet. 
"Yes," replied Michael Strogoff, "but 

God is with us." 
Meantime the s i tuat ion became more 

and more serious. I f the raft once 
cciisei] to make headway, t he fugitives 
would not only ue \ e r reach l rkut rk , 
but they would be obliged t o a bail lun 
their (touting apparu tus . which, crush­
ed by the ice blocks, would uot be long 
In sinking under the waters . The wil­
low bindings were already breaking, 
the Ur t runks , violently separated, were 
becoming entangled under the hard 
erURt. and soou t h e uufort ima' - people 
would have no other refuge thau the 
Ice Itself. Then, whi-u duylight should 
come, they would be pvn-elved by the 
Tar ta r s and massacred without pity. 

Michael Strogoff returned t o the Iwiek 
part of the raft, where Nadla was wait­
ing for him. He approached the young 
girl, he took her baud and p.ut to her 
that Invariable question. "Nadla. a re 
you ready?" to which s h e answered as 
usual: 

"I am ready." 
For some verists more the raft con 

tinned to make i t s way through the 
limiting lee. If t h e Angara should be 
choked up w'th Ice. It wutild form a 
barrier, and c-oti--ei|uent ly It would In-
Impossible to follow t h e current. Al­
ready the passage down the river was 
slower At ev«-rj iustant there were 
collisions, or time wus lost by having 
to make long turulngi Here they must 
i-Hi-npe landing mi the ice. there they 
lull-l l a k e II IllllTuW puxs b e t w e e n It 
In Hue, many a m i n o s draw hacks. 

And uow only a few hours of the 
ulght rema.iic-c}. If the fugitives did 
not reach Irkutsk before "> o'clock lu 
llie morning, they must give up all 
hope of e \ c r enter ing there. 

At length, at half past 1, In spite of 
a)I their uultecl cfforti. the raft s t ruck 
against a thick barrier and stopped al­
together The- Ice which wus floating j 
down the rl\i r m s t itself uijim It aud , sph-udl 
forced It against tin 

MIehael Strogoff and Kadi* could 
fiear the firing of guns, t he cdesi o f dl8> 
tress , the shouts of the Tar ta r s that 
made themselves heard up the river. 
Then little by lit t le those cries of de^p 
anguish and of ferocious jay were lost 
In the d i s tamv. 

"Oh, those poor companionts!" whis­
pered Nadla. 

Fo r half a n hour the cu r ren t nulckly 
carried along the block of Ice which 
was bearing Michael Strogoff and Na­
dla. At every moment they feared tha t 
taey might sink under the water. Be­
ing caught in the s t ream, it followed 
the middle of the river, and it would 
not be necessary to give It a n oblique 
direction until there was question of 
makiug for the quays of Irkutsk. 

Michael Strogoff, with his teeth set 
and his ears ready to catch the least 
sound, did uot u t te r a single word. 
Never was he so near a t ta ining his 
end. He felt that he was about to suc­
ceed. 

Toward 2 o'clock In t h e morning a 
double row of lights lit up t h e number 
horizon on the two banks of the An­
gara. 

On the right was the glare from the 
lights of Irkutsk, on the left the fires 
of the T a r t a r camp. 

Michael Strogoff was uot more than 
half a verst from the city. 

"At last!" whispered he. 
But suddenly Nadia gave a cry. 
At tha t cry Michael Strogoff rose up 

from the block, which became very un­
steady, b i s hand stretched out toward 
the head of the Angara. His face, all 
lit up with the reflections of blue lights, 
became terrible to look at, and then, as 
though his eyes had been reopened to 
the light, he cried: 

"Ah, (Jod himself Is against us!" 

obstacle and held 

C H A P T E R XVII . 

R K U T 8 K , capital of east­
ern Siberia, has In ordi­
nary times a population 
of 30,000 souls. A high 
hill of solid rock, skirting 
the right bank of the An­
gara, serves as a splen­

did position for Its churches, erow ned 
by a high cathedral , aud for Its houses, 
built in picturesque disorder along its 
slopes. 

Seen from a certain distance, f rom 
the, top of the mountalu which r u n s 
along the great Siberian route a t it dis­
tance of some twenty \ers ts , with its 
domes unci belfries. Its graceful spires, 
like those of minarets . Its spiral duiiic*. 
It has a somewhat oriental appearance 
Hut that orli-nral appearance vanishes 
from t i e .eyes of t' e traveler from the 
moment he enters the town. T h e town, 
half K.w.antlne, half Chinese, becomes 
a t once IOtiiupi-au by Its inacailaiulzed 
streets-, bordered w 11 li s ldrwnllis . wtth. 
their rows of gigantic birch tree*. b \ 
Its brick and wooden houses, soim' of 
which have several stories, by Its ninny 

equipages In fine, by t h e 
whole body of Its Inhabi tants lu-liig 

It motionless as If it bad heeu driven I v ' ' r J ' ndvuuccd In the progress of c o ­
upon a rec f ! llizatlon. and to which the latest fash-

At this plu.-e the A u a i r a becomes uar- ! l o n s " f I , n r l N " r ' ' n o t a t n " strangers. 
rowed to uot more than ball' i t s normal 
breadth: hence the JO i iitnulat lull of Ice 
blocks, which were by little anil little 
piled one upon another under t h e action 
of the double pre-siu-e, wh ich w a s roll 

At that epoch Irkutsk, refuge for t h e 
Siberians of the province, was crowded. 
It abounded In resources of every kind. 
I rku t sk N the emporium for a l l t h a t 

! countless merchandise which Is e \ 
slilcrnhlc. and of the cold, whose lu- [changed between China, centra l Asia 
tensity was redoubling. At ."jtm puces 
down the river again hecuiue wide, and 
ice blocks, detaching themselves by lit 
tie and little from th<- low er edge of .that 
Held.continued to lbiiit dovi ti to I rkutsk; 
ln-nce It Is prutmble that wit bout tha t , 

and Kurope They did Uot fear to 
d r a w there, the peasants from the va l ­
ley of the Angara, the Mongols-Khal 
kas , ptniple from Toungouze a n d ltou-
ret, and to allow the wilderness t o 
stretch out between the Invaders a n d 

uarrowingof thebanks tliebart le rwould | '*"* town 
not h a \ e been formed.uud the raf t could 
have continued to descend the current . 
But the evil was Irrepnrable. aud the 

Irkutsk Is the residence of t h e gov­
ernor general of easteru Siberia, r u ­
der him la a civil governor. In whose 

fugitives had to give u p all hope of ; hands is concentrated the adminlatra-
renchlng the end of their Journey. If I thin of the province, a head of the po-
they had had a t their disposal the tools i lice, who has a great deal to do in a 
which the whalers usually employ to | town where exiles aoound. and lastly 

V 

opeu out canals across' t he leelields. If 
they had bi-eu able to cu t this field a s 
far a s the place where the river be­
came wider, perhaps t h e time would 
nrtt have been wautlug, bu t not a single 
saw, not a pickax, nothing wi th which 
to cut the* crust , which t h e extreme cold 
had rendered a s hard as g ran i t e . 

What should they do? 
At tha t moment rifle shots were heard 

on the right bank of t h e Angara. A 
shower of bullets was directed upon 
t h e raff. Had the unhappy men beeD 
perceived*' Kvldently, for other deto­
nat ions tew.undod on t h e left bank. 
The fi: •-aught between t w o tires, 
beejuic • -t for the T a r t a r marks­
men, -..-re wounded by these 
balls, a. .. i ̂ b In the midst of the 
grea t darkness they only fell by chance. 

"Come, Nadia," whispered Michael 
Strogoff In the ear of the young girl. 

Without making any observation, 
ready for everything, Nadla took the 
hand of Michael StrogolT. 

" I a m th inking of crossing the bar­
rier," he said to he r In a low voice. 
"Guide me, bu t let no o n e see us leave 
t h e raft ." 

Nadla obeyed. Michael Strogoff and 
she glided quickly over t h e surface of 
t h e Icefield In a silence t h a t w a s broken 
here and there by t h e nring. 

Nadla crept on in front.of Michael 
Strogoff. The balls fell around them 
like a shower of hai ls tones and crushed 
upon the Ice. The su r face of t h e field, 
rugged and with sharp edges, made 
their hands bleed, but sti l l they kept 
advancing. 

Ten minutes a f t e rward t h e lower 
border of the barrier was reached. 
The re the wa te r s of the Anga ra again 
became free. A few large blocks of 
fee, becoming by degrees detached from 
the field and floating wi th the current , 
descended toward t h e town. 

Nadla understood what Michael Stro­
goff wished to attempt. She s a w one 
of those blocks of ice t h a t w a s only 
held by a na r row tongue. 

"Come," said Nadia. 
And both lay down on th i s morsel of 

Ice, which a Blight rocking loosened 
from the barr ier . 

The block began to m a k e Its, w a y 
dowji_the river. T h e r iver Itself be­
came wider, a n d the route w a s free. 

a mayor, one of the leading merchants . 
Jan Important personage by his iru-
; mense fortune- and by the Influence 
which be has over his fellow citizens. 

The garrison of I rkutsk w a s then 
composed of a regiment of foot Cos­
sacks, which numbered about H,(HM) 
men, a body of foot gendarmes , w h o 
wore the helmet and blue uniforms 
striped with silver. 

Resides, it is known tha t on account 
of par t icular circumstances the b ro the r 
of the czar had been shut up in t h e 
town since the commencement of t h e 
Invasion. 

That si tuation must be given in de­
tail . 

I t was a journey of political impor­
tance tha t had led the grand duke Into 
those dis tant provinces of eas te rn Asia. 

The graud duke, after having visited 
the principal cities of Siberia, t ravel ing 
in military ra ther than princely style, 
wi thout any retinue, escorted by a de­
tachment of Cossacks, had gone even 
a s far a s the countries beyond t h e Bal­
kan mountains . Nicholaevsk, t h e las t 
Russ ian town which is si tuated on t h e 
shores of the sea of Okhotsk, had been 
honored by his v i s i t 

H a v i n g reached the boundaries of t h e 
immense Muscovite empire, the grand 
d u k e was returning t o I rnutsk , Troiii 
whence he would soon return t o Eu­
rope, when the news reached him of 
t h a t invasion, which was a s sudden a s 
it was menacing. He hastened to re­
enter t he capital , bu t when he ar r ived 
there communicat ion with Russ ia had 
been cu t off. H e still received a few tel-
g r a m s from St . Pe te rsburg and Mos­
cow. H e could even answer them. 
Af te rward the wire w a s cu t under t h e 
c i rcumstances already known t o th« 
reader. 

I r k n t s k was isolated from the rest of 
the world. 

T h e g r a n d duke could do noth ing b u t 
organize resistance, a th ing which he 
did wi th tha t firmness and coolness of 
which he had given under o ther cir­
cums tances incontestable proofs. 

News of t h e tak ing of Ichlm, of 
Omsk, of Tomsk, came successively t o 
I r k n t s k . They could not ' count on b e ­
ing soon relieved, but they m u s t pre­
vent a t all price the occupation of t h e 
capi tal of Siberia. The few t roops scat* 

fered over t he province of Amur a n d 
those in the government of Irkutsk 
could not arr ive in sufficient number s 
to a r res t the T a r t a r columns. Besides, 
since I rkutsk could not possibly escape 
being Invested, it w a s of the utmost 
Importance to put t h e town in a posi 
tlon to sus ta in a siege of some length. 

Those -works were begun on the day 
on which Tomsk feil teto the hand« of 
the Ta r t a r s . At the same time a s C3«at 
last news the grand duke learned t ha t 
the emir of Bokhara and the allied 
k h a n s were directing the movement in 
person, b u t w h a t he did not know w a s 
that the l ieutenant of those ba rbarous 
chiefs w a s Ivan Ogareff, a Russ ian offi­
cer whom he himself had cashiered. 

F rom t h e first, as has been seen, t h e 
inhab i tan t s of the province of I r k u t s k 
had been ordered to abandon the towns 
and villages. Those who did not seek 
refuge In the capital were compelled to 
re t i re beyond Lake Baikal , to where 
the invasion would not likely extend i ts 
ravages. The crops of corn and forage 
were requisitioned for the town, a n d 
that last r ampar t of Russ ian power in 
the ex t reme eas t was prepared to re­
sist for some t ime. 

I rkn tsk . founded in 1611, is s i tua ted 
at t h e confluence of the I rku t a n d t h e 
Angara, o n the right bank of the river. 
Two wooden bridges, built on piles a n d 
so a r r a a g e d as to open the whole width 
of t h e river for the necessities of navi­
gation. Joined the town with i t s out­
sk i r t s which extended along t h e left 
bank. T h e outskir ts were abandoned, 
the b r idges destroyed. The passage of 
the Angara , which w a s very wide a t 
that place, would not have been possi­
ble under the fire of t h e besieged. Bu t 
the r iver eould be crossed ei ther above 
or below the town, and a s a conse­
quence I rku tsk was in danger of being 
a t t a c k e d ^ o n the east side, which n o 
rampar t protected. 

It was, then . In works of fortification" 
that the hands were first employedL 
They worked d a y and night. The g r a n d 
dnke found a spirited population in 
supplylug tha t need,' and a f t e rward b e 
found them most brave In Its defease. 
Soldiers, merchants , exiles, peasants , 
all devoted themselves to t h e common 
safety. Eight days before the T a r t a r s 
had appeared on the Angara r a m p a r t s 
of ear th had been raised. A moat, 
flooded with the waters of t h e Angara , 
had l»een dug between the inner and 
outer wall of the fortification. T h e 
city could no longer be taken by a sud­
den assau l t . It must be Invested and 
bes ieged. 

The third T a r t a r column—that which 
had ascended the valley of the Yeni­
sei—appeared In sight of Irkutsk o n the 
24th of September. It Immediately oc­
cupied the abandoned outski r ts , of 
which the very houses hod been de­
stroyed In order not to impede t h e ac­
tion o f the archduke's arti l lery, which 
was unfor tuna te ly very insufficient. 

The Tar ta rs organized themselves 
while wait.ug the arrival of the two 
other columns which were commanded 
by t h e emir and his allies. 

The junction of these divers corps 
took place on the 2rith of September a t 
the camp of Augura, and all the a r m y , 
except the garrisons lef t la the princi­
pal conquered tuwns, was concentrated 
under the orders of I 'eofar-Khan. 

The passage of tile Angara having 
been regarded by I van Ogareff a s im­
practicable before Irkutsk, a s t rong 
body of troops crossed at some vers ts 
down the r l \ e r on some br idges of 
boats winch had been establ ished for 
that purpose . The grand duke did not 
a t t e m p t to oppose that passage. He 
could only h n \ e harassed them without 
preventing It, not having any fleld-
pleces at h i s disposal, and this Is the 
reason he remained cooped up In Ir­
kutsk. 

Ivan Ogareff. a clever engineer, was 
certainly ab le to direct the operat ions 
of a r egu la r siege, but he had not the 
mater ia l to carry forward his opera­
tions quickly. So he had hoped to sur­
prise I rku t sk , t he end of all his efforts. 

One can see tha t things h a d turned 
out o therwise than he had reckoned. 
On the one hand, the march of the Tar­
t a r a r m y delayed by the ba t t l e of 
Tomsk ; on the other, t he rapidity with 
which the works of defense had been 
carr ied on by the grand duke. For 
these t w o reasons, his projects had fail­
ed. H e found himself therefore unde r 
t h e necess i ty of car ry ing on a regula r 
siege. 

Meanwhile by his advice t h e emir at­
t empted twice to take t h e town a t* the 
price o f a great sacrifice of men. He 
threw the soldiers against t h e ear th­
works which seemed to present some 
weak points , but the two assaul ts w e r e 
repelled wi th the greates t courage. The 
grand duke and his officers did not 
spare themselves on tha t occasion. 
They led t h e civil population to the 
r ampar t s . Civilians a n d mujiks did 
their du ty remarkably well. At the 
second assaul t the T a r t a r s had succeed­
ed In forcing one of t h e ga tes of the 
town. A fight took place a t t he be­
ginning of t h e principal s t ree t , the Bol-
chala. which Is two versts in length 
and t e rmina tes a t the banks of the An­
gara. B u t t h e Cossacks, the g e n d a r m e s 
and t h e citizens opposed t o them a 
strong resistance, and t h e T a r t a r s had 
to r e tu rn to their positions. 

Ivan Ogareff thought then of t ry ing 
to win by t reachery w h a t force could 
not g ive him. Hi s project, It i s .known, 
was t o majke his way alone Into the 
town a n d presen t himself before the 
grand duke with some plausible tale 
t o win his confidence and when the mo­
ment c a m e t o deliver one of t h e ga tes 
to the besiegers; af terward, t h a t done, 
to glut his vengeance on the b ro the r of 
t h e czar . 

T o be continued. 3 3 
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