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» SEARCH OF I S HOST. 

The invitation, wbftftt m i addressed 
to I t . and Mme. Tamponet, read as fol­
lows: 

"We have just received a hamper con­
taining a superb trout and a pullet 
stuffed with truffles. The trout ia not 
to be delayed,, so .pardon th is harried 
Invitation, and come and dine with ui 
this evening." 

Tampoaet's face took e n an expression 
of Joy that every gourmet wi l l under­
stand, for Tamponet rrlelded a famous 
fork. That very d a y the couple had had 
a quarrel about the dinner—onion soup, 
fried whiting, a boiled shoulder of mut­
ton, and lentils, 

"Whom is the invitation from?" asked 
madam. 

"Wait a moment. Tin trying to make 
out," said Tamponet; and he murmured, 
"Rousse—Bouss—ah, Rousseau!" 

"Oh, the Rouseaus!" exclaimed Mme. 
Tamponet '-Very kind of thero, I'm 
sure. Well, what's the matter with you, 
looking at the letter like that? Come, 
let's get ready." 

"I—I said Rousseau, but I am not 
sure— it seems to me tha*—* then, thixdt. 
Ing he has it a t last—"ah, Bouissleirx— 
at least, I thins: so. Rousa— Bouss— no, 
it's neither an B nor a B, it's an H;" 
and he began mumbling again, "Heis, 
Hass, Hiss, Houss—ah, our friends the 
Housssards." 

"Well, if we can't make the name out, 
w e sha'n't go, then," concluded Mme. 
Tampontt; "and it'll teach people who 
invite us to dinner to si«n their letters 
legibly." 

"But onr friends rely on us," Tampo­
net declared. " W e must take a carriage 
by the hour, and go to all three places." 

"All three places!" repeated Mme. 
Tamponet, ironically. "Do you think 
I am going to g o on a wild-goose chase 
with you from one end of Parts to the 
other?" 

"Well, then, r*n g o for you.** 
"Or rather for the trout and the pul­

l e t" 
"They're better than your fried 

whiting, jour bol ed leg of mutton that's 
all gristle and tendons, and your len­
tils." 

"Oh, I know you would go mS Over 
Paris far a good dinner. Bah! your 
gluttony is disgusting." And the dis­
cussion ended there. Mme. Tamponet 
dammed the door of her room after her. 

An empty cab passed the door a s 
Tamponet left the house. He hailed the 
driver, and the carriage stopped. 

"By the hour." he said. ^ 
"Right you are. Where to?" 
Houssard living nearest, his" address 

was given first. In ten minutes Tampo-
npt was there. He hurried up the three 
flights to the Houssard'a floor, and rang 
the bell. An instant later he w a s re­
ceived by Mme. Houssard. . 

"My dear M. Tamponet!" she ex­
claimed, rising painfully from a n easy 
chair. ••What happy thought brought 
you to see a poor Invalid laid u p with 
the headache? How kind you are! It 
Is not my reception day. I am not ex­
pecting any one. my husband is dining 
down town, and you can't imagine how 
tired of myself I w a s getting." 

Tamponet could make no adequate re­
sponse to such a cordial greeting. "You 
ar .• too got d_ my dear m dam," be stam­
mered. "Unfortunately I cannot stay 
long.** _ 

"Ton must s tay a s long as you can. 
How Is your charming wife?" and the 
invalid continued to eulogize the wife, 
while the husband, who dared not look 
at his watch, could not take his eyes off 
t h p r l o o k . 

"You are notioing my clock." said the 
lady, presently; "Is it not pretty? My 
husband bought it for me a t a sale, and 
it was a rare bargain. It hap quite a 
history—rather a lonp story, but " 

Tamponet lumped up |., a ".right. "My 
dear madam." he r\< 1.-<UI.-<1. "I could 
never forglvo myself If 1 )<-t y>m fatigue 
yourself with a long rwltal whi-n you 
have such a headache :' .,nd. an pin- laid 
her hand on his arm !<• detain him he 
seised the extended ha . d. slmuk it. and 
escaped. 

Our gastronome next grave Bous-
sleux's address. 

Mme. Boussleux w a s nt nome. Her 
husband" having left for Havre that 
n urnim? to be gone three or four days, 
she had told her cook ajid the mnid that 
she would dir.e with pome friends, nnd 
that after her late breakfast they could 
take the day off. As soon a s the break­
fast-table was Cleared, the servants left 
Their mistress immediately got a oa*b 
at the neighboring stand, and was driv­
en with all haste to a famous restaurant 
where she ordered an elaborate dinner 
for two. 

Just as Tamponet was about to ring 
the bell at Boussleux's, the door opened 
to give passage to a white-costumed 
Individual who stood aside, holding In 
his hand an empty hamper, on which 
could be read the name of the famous 
restaurant 

"At last!" sighed Tamponet, arrd his 
mouth fairly watered; "here It is." And 
he went in. 

An individual in a dress-coat, with 
white tie and gloves, was standing in 
the anteroom. 

"I suppose you are in the same box 
as myself," said Tamponet, to the per­
sonage in evening dress. "Tou're wait-
In for a servant to announce you, eh?" 

"No, sir," replied the other; "I am a 
waiter from Volsln's famous restaurant, 
and I am to serve dinner as soon a s an 
expected guest arrives." 

"Hum, I must be keeping them wait­
ing," thought Tamponet; and seeing the 
door of the drarrlMg-room open, he en­
tered the room, his excuses on the tip 
of his tongue. 

He was surprised to see n o one there. 
But doubtless Boussleux had taken the 
men Into his study to give them a n ab­
sinthe, while the ladies must be In tits, 
wife's room. And he went down the 
long hall, at the end of which was Bous­
sleux's study. Here a new surprise 
swatted him; the door was closed, and. 
b t heard no voices from within. 

While Tamponet was thus searching 
for the guests,, a little conjugal drain* 
was taking place at the other end of 
the apartment. Boussleux, having met 
the Havre merchant, who had himself 
started for Paris, a t the Rouen station/ 
returned with him.; they had arranged 
their business affair on the train, and 
Boussieux, a s soon a s h e reached Farts, 
had hurried home, where h e expected 
t o find his wife a t dinner. A s he had 
h i s key, he had come in without ringing 
the bell, and, seeing the before-menUon. 
ed personage in the anteroom, had 
•topped ia surprise. ^ 

t h e waiter mad* himself toss*******1 

added that the eapeeted *rentt«aaa had 
Just arrived; a s for htmaelf, he was itttt 
about toserv* dinner. 

Not comprehending; what all this 
meant, and fearing to comprehend It, 
Boussleux turned pale 

"Expected gentleman? Who expect* 
htoi*" he demanded. 
Boussieux was a very Othello. 

"Madam." replied the waiter; "mad­
am ordered dinner for two." 

Boussieux bounded forward, hurst In­
to the dining-room like a whirlwind, and 
saw the covers laid for two. 

At that moment the bell rang. Mm*. 
Boussieux ran to the anteroom to admit 
the Impatiently awaited friend; a quick 
shade of vexation came into her face 
as she foresaw si me obstacle. Feverish-
ly she tore open the note; a sudden Ill­
ness made the projected dinner impos­
sible. 

By this time the husband w a s la h is 
wife's room, where he had thought to 
surprise her with her lover. Seeing s o 
one there, he returned and burst In up­
on his wife. 

"At last I find you," he said, l a a voice 
of thunder. "For whom was all this 
splendor ordered from the restaurant?" 

The guilty woman had a n inspiration. 
"What a ridiculous' scene your jealousy 
la making!" she replied, calmly. "The 
second place was laid for a lady 1 have 
been expecting.** 

"Enough of your braxeaneas!" roared 
Boussleux. "The gentleman you ex-
oected is here." 

"A gentleman?" she replied, with an 
ironical smile. "Very well; If be is here, 
find him." 

The noise of the discussion had reach­
ed Tamponet. "Ah, there they are," 
he said to himself, and h e entered the 
room Just as the jealous husband was 
about to begin his search for the man 
who had shattered his domestic para­
dise. 

Mme Boussieux w a s thunderstruck. 
"You!" cried the husband, seising him 

by the throat "A friend, tool" he 
roared* shaking the unhappy Tamponet, 
who was gasping' a s If he were about to 
die. "It's always one's friends who do 
these things." 

With that he drew a revolver from his 
pocket. The sight of the weapon gave 

i poor Tamponet the energy of despair; 
i with a violent wrench, he broke from 

the Infuriated husband and fled for his 
life, hastened by the sound of the pistol-
shots. 

The reports of the pistol had drawn 
the other tenants from their rooms, and 
the concierge who was busy on the up­
per floor, hurried down with all baste, 
while, his six shots expended, the ter­
rible husband re-entered his own apart­
ment to have an explanation with his 
wife. The tenants saw only the man 
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SOME NHW IDEAS IN AFTER­
NOON RECEPTION GOWNS, 
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What delicious lawlessness! Th* 
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one of toe established ruloi of brew­
ing (with those who hare to hate 
rules) is the placing of stuff* which 
cost mors on those that are bought 
for less. 

"What is pretty?" aay our French 
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torial matters, MBlaek and whits ar* 
fashionable, awSPit ia chic to a n 
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satis cloth which she is having built 

better than as precisely tha* of.%. U %m w ^ w l w , 1ft ^ %wvn # at^s^r 4r 

areas, I have tha reputation f̂ "being 
honest and industrious* and aUheagh i t 
takes me nine minute to reach lay t4Bei • 
from my home vis, the-Blectrio-flash 

SSsS 
• ^ ^ T atPJ* jts^sjiS^XJSH 

yssssssr'-

i j i is; J'-rf 

jNflit|sl 

> sets, thai* 
iatarlarssi 'kta* 

« 0 B 1 F ^ S S # ^ | P » K . 

§Mmsk 
r«^f. This benlghtad easMly 
tb , water suttfs^a ****-; 

t̂rangelilmv ah* rywW 
t a m h s s s t ^ ^ i f ^ , ^ 
th* iainr»rc« «K*aptraey... 

•mtf, i i 1 j i i 1^ ^f I j u 1 t i J ( l . j j 

A*fai mifmjfm 
:----<?a*t»la'Cassssj,7sf""Upni 

ass Jffttp.." " "" 

mm*: 

France ?o«e which has pt|nn to fadj, *noe a^aost-ftvisjf witWn-a<»w h S . *oi»aiht*j*|li#*m; 
with sufjtestlon* ot Wne tonos in th» dr«dn»Tei, ^ - t t̂iMpPI n>n* fjp4 Vm4 
•badowa «svrn# recently nnrshfd my, t « P « j v 1 * « 9 * ^ » * * • # ' 

mmmmmm tlquofiumviauaiiabSrforthtco^on rSS*1**T , 5 , i i^S 
t..' ^vr ' * good during tha o^rrent yaay- an<t~rt*- 5*"?*^ "** spswpwf 

A theatre iwwn which wjlt not h j seiyeA jtovtrnwent tloheis to* th% saWstf*J|w'"iiff*l 
considered too dressy tor this s*«*on*a i detew^ned to d«iro|t iny vacatio* io * ^ , J » » * 
canons is of rose pink owps tla shin* maklmr a slow Jonrney throughout the "t^,2L*L 
made with accordion-plaited skirt and world, * \ J ^ j a 2 « 
bodice, the «ntlre njaterial i» thua My arst ««»Uh*itl<>n I had: d#tt«*iiis« J S ^ J K 
plaited, and the effect i i indescribabljf ihontd ha tha nawtit oon^nent, of afl-* «T2? i5^r 
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Ladies' Empire House Gown. 
This charming gown may be re« 

produced In soft silk, cashmere, 
French flannel or albstross. 

who was tumbling, rather than running. t o n o h e 8 of u , e m Q * e v e r y gown. Whaf 

f°,TnM , ^J?1 l?™-*iL?tell.'et. »B the simplest method of getting them 
after him,, crying, "Stop him! Stop him I n n » " ' 
Murder!" And when the fleeing man, | „ _ . . *....,,.!> .«_ , .*«* , , - „ . - , . « > i 
now frightened out of his -senses, sr^ I "Bj*» hnn^A wmebody answered, 
rived at The street door where h i s cab * n f l m * h y agreed, 
awaited him, he beheld a great crowd 
collected by the pistol-shots and up­roar. At sight of this man—bareheaded, 
pale, haggard, his hair rumpled, and his 
clothing in disorder—the crowd had no 
doubt that he was some terrible criminal 
and when they saw him hurl himself 
Into the cab, calling to the driver, 
"Quick as you can—ten francs tip!** 
and heard him reply to the driver's 
question as to their destination, 
j"Wnerever you like!"— then they were 
convinced. 

"What's the row here?" demanded 
the policeman, tunning up; and when 
the matter was explained to them, they 
dragged the supposed assassin from the 

,cab where he was hiding more dead 
than alive. 

"Hold on! That ' s Tsmponet!" ex­
claimed a passerby who had stopped 
through curiosity. 

"Ah, my good friendl" sobbod the un­
happy man. "Speak for me. tell them I 
am not the assassin. In fact, it is I 
they wanted to kllL" 

"He an assassin!" exclaimed the 
friend. "Why, he's a respectable 
tradesman; I've known him thirty 
years." ' 

"That's an accomplice," yelled the 
crowd; "he wants to save him. Arrest 
him. too." 

The officers put Tamponet back into 
the cab, made his friend get in beside 
him, and ordered the driver to take 
them both to the police station. There 
they had an explanation. The supposed 
accomplices proved their identity. Tam­
ponet recounted the history of his invi­
tation, showed his letter, arid the ser­
geant, after having laughed long over 
the adventure, dismissed the prisoners. 

Both entered the cab, which was still 
waiting for Tamponet, and the friend 
gave his own address to the driver. 

"Where are you taking me?" asked 
the hero of our t a l e 

"To my house— ydu must dine with 
us." 

"Dine! Ah, my friend, all this has 
sadly spoiled .my appetite." replied 
Tamponet, in a ftrokgp. voice. 

The carriage stopped, and they en­
tered the host'stboase. 

"My dear," the latter said to his wife, 
"I have brought home to dine with us, 
my old friend, Tamponet, who baa Just 
had a most amusing adventure—be has 
been surprised In a rendezvous with a 
lady—" and he burst into laughter. 

"I protest, madam," exclaimed the 
guest, "I—" 

"That's all r ight Yen can explain at 
table," laughed his host; then, to his 
wife, he added: "What have you for 
dinner?" 

"Onion soup," the lady replied, 
"and—" 

Tamponet started uneasily. 
• "—after the soup," the lady con­
tinued, "some Med whiting—" 

"Heavens!" gasped our gastronome, 
"—a boiled shoulder of mutton," add­

ed the good woman. 
"And lentils!" cried Tamponet 
'How did you know that?" asked the 

lady, in surprise. 
"Just a fancy that came to me," re­

sponded the guest, with a sad smile; and 
he added to himself, "To think that 1 
have brought all these troubles on my­
self because I would not eat this same 
dinner s t heme!"—The French of Moln* 
eaux. -

But they have such varied ways of 
doing the time thing in Paris that the 
popular trimming does not weary. 
Dresses tor the later autumn, after­
noon reception frocks and theatre 
gowns sent from the French capital 
show frequent uso of the simple placfc-
and white striped silk, just such as 
we have worn for petticoats for » 
number of seasons, unmindful of its 
decorative value. A merit in th« use 
lays In the application ot ao mora 
than enough. And s soupcon is suffi­
cient. 

My heart goes out to a theatre 
gown of crlel Chins crepe, the nklft 
tucked finely at the back and sides, at 
the belt, a third ot the way down the 
skirt, again two-thirds of the distance 
to the feet The merest belt is ot the 
black and white silk folded crossways; j 
a band of It heads each set ot tucks 
and neatly finishes the skirt at the 
hem. A pretty softness Is lent to the ' 
bias bands by half obocuring them with 
applications of white guipure. Con­
ventionally curved pieces of the lace 
are outlined with the two-colored allit. 
and placed fortunately on the front of. 
the bodice. There Is, too. a narrow 
vest of white chiffon. The elbow 
sleeves have cavalier cuffs and falls 
of lace. 

white braid, 
forms the 
which have 
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Kscllsh sVoek CMS. 
•The frock coat Is unquestionably as 

English invention, and its flrst record 
ed appearance is hi ISM, In the relgi 
of Henry VUL It is described am "t 
coat of velvet, somewhat shaped lts» 
a frock, embroidered all over with ha* 
ted .o ldofdh»aaa»~ 

But my heart also goes out to a 
French frock of soft pink, the pe* 
culler shade which cbmee into au­
tumn geraniums just before the frost 
finishes them. This dress has no ob­
scuring lace, but-is trimmed with the 
black and white silk In pipings, they 
edge the three deep ruffles which form 
the skirt, the fitted bertha that trims 
the waist, and the nearly straight cir­
cular ruffles which finish the elbow 
sleeves. Nobody but a woman would 
understand what a straight circular 
thing. Is—of course, a bias ruffle cut 
the least bit curving. 

"An unusually cold winter,** aay the 
paid prophets.. "Dresses of lighter 
and thinner material than for many 
y|ars," exclaim the makers of the 
modes. Light gowns the year around 
have been the rule In foreign cities. 
We of the populace have not worn 
them here, because the storms ot win­
ter would spoil them and since the 
neighbors would not approve a t all. 

Electric cars not i n filthy as they, 
might be; pretty petticoats, which It 
is not harmful to show a. ljttle, it the 
had weather makes It necessary to 
hold up the skirts, are changing that. 
Bolides, about everybody has been to 
Europe, or knows •otteone who has. 
and so by seeing or hy proxy, become 
accustomed to the idea of delicate cos* 
tumes in wintry weather. Especially 
are we told hy authorities thst theatre 
dre/* wftt-1* -ST maWf-nof ifSdy snd7 
elegance as nevsr before. I'tytOL 
thatperhaps this i s the most interest­
ing .fact ao far deyelopisd in winter, 
wear. . ;"̂ ,. j>„ '. J*,. v..!' 

"It is not enough."; said a dresa-
aaaker near Fifth aveftttey an a ltd* 
afreet, "to smooth the hair sw that i t 
will do, and put o n some sort «t » 
separate waist for this winter's thea­
tre dress, t am making many light 
dresses, moat of them without coUsra* 
noma with necks a little-low* express­
ly for the theatre. Sometlmesf these 
gowns are of silk, oftener they are of 
one or another, of tha exq.ulsit« ernsh?' 
able woolen materials #bich dMp% so 
etteotively, and are: fc iaexpenaifa.; 

voaiparsUvely." "•'• J:-•'.£• ;' '' * v 

'' litedamewahit o n ' t & i ^ i h s l ' t a e 
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s(n<f thmjalsppaa.-ofr and walked far. 

1 lmad4hast«WflndaPia^W' fh«i 
On my right hand X totiosd whaf 

. ad lste a human hahltktlon, altnoo 
*«** n6t eortstrucUd of cut'glass-

Imide'ibadts, as, Is our unlrerSai sus^ 
tern. H i t bettM Of such It «*sn1»aa»V 
o411sd>,was*^ming4r bvUt of {jMNM^kZ V*W, with Miiare *oi« m whioh^fVJa1 

pfaUi pieces of glass Here set, At8w$> ""• 

fc^^^^fn-

:W *^te*' 

"'i-f ! ' ' ' ' *f*: 

ad hy the possibility of an adventur* Z*Z,*m 
!^<|rjbich of C(»ur#a are^verjf *•«- saltan * 7 ! S K " 

dsys) I;;wa)k»dr»t o»oa to th.;do?> And<-Sod* 
• snW^^hMgf^M. «he thresholol »«t " ™ * ' 
4ft* owner, and grsetlng him cheerfully,, <", 
•hnounced my Jnt««tJoWi4f makinir a t - ^ M 
*>lef stay with him.- Much ^> my sur- .JZL:. .. 

{fat ^ v e r f n g hJ4>lf-poa^MsTon. u. 
Îrtto a rsonj and intrdduced ma to* hjs, . „ _ . , . . 

* daughter., 1 wa* rathtr SfebSirassed to ! ^ . > Q 
'pejrteiv* that ahs srea dressed in the jfr. SmSJtm 

.jturedycostu^^ciairtktttr^, but W « m ^ « » I e a ofths ~-
ed <that,it3w*s marsljr dons in sj»arl(v*, ^roW to Ills. !ST 
lovelinm. T h ^ was^mething almost gJi1^SSr"V 

Picturesque In the- tralded hair,' full S ^ ' S S S 
skirt and isonty, hug* sleeved waist, Z T S ? 
With osallna colter, and although for %T^pk2 
prictlcsi purposes ear present universal Z?>,7rm' 
4r*u iMmtK* ftaeter adapted for path Z£±; 
lix*k. l e a n pot but regret thaf-la the Z^T 
bosoms of thartansllWs at lesat saarta mur 

. mlMpt otlga » wear the ^beautiful oos> 
s - a - ^w«tha |aa»r1an»sser fhetots )***!* 

olne" taffeta encircle the skirt and out- • Iwmten period On sngsslag the roung 
tita»tbX'&NMy*bMce, and "form tl»* gmom In oonirersatlon I » u ssieuadsa 
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one of the 
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into ths 
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'mml^i^M^mMKM* M«a syss 

•^es^v4^^'o*s» ' ' |o | l i« /ve l te t ha ot 
mshogany brown and the silk undei 
:^i:«#M^eani«rB»h1om^'>-

dressesr* asked a Irnowing person whi 

*«tsm W* gownt 
> toa^her ovar Inv 

UsWsasa^Mstasi'SV 1 

well, don I 

the seams fagot 

Biif say wendtr w _ 
when suit wearing tha anaiaat garb, shf* ZST J 
spread a whits oloch upon s table sad ^ItSi 
»lsced tbaraosi sewstttl vassete of the 
ekinaware similar t s that now Is stts 
school uassBasa, Instead of nmaivlaf 
their portfow of las condensed food i s ZT 
«lu«saespMlwfNaBtla»abBsiM>Asss> ^ 
tories. this family had evidently retard - I L k rf 
<d to the eM tins* custom of prevariaf ^T w 

their food themsstvaa In prumttvs styla zl 
I Much as I flMWVatad at tMa, 2 tookaor,"" 
»te«* at the table wtth ehstwata iM 

'joined In their nalqa* rswssl. Mymvgs %• afc* 
as It may sound, aha mast sBues sf gsaal S a J S 

lri';<kntl'> •:•• 
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and sceUblM hoUed la 
•xtrwmely wsh. bat the 
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