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" UNHAPPY FRANCE.

"WAR WAGED AGAINST THE
CHURCH OF GOD. .

-

1 ———

ke Exodus of the Religious Orders
~—Jesyits mand Benedictines Seek
LCther Climes—Saintly Men and
Women Priven From Their Moth-
e¢r Country.

A marked@ thinning of religlous of
both sexes is already visible in and
around Paris. says a correspondent
writing from the French capital early
in the present month. During the past
fortnight doubtless many sad scenes
have been enacted in the convents,
monasteries and chapels of the vari-
ous congregations affected by the new
Law of Assoclations. Some of the
earlier departures, those that preced-
ed the general exodus, were touching
enough. From The Church Times, an
Anglican periodical, we take the fol-
lowing sad. description of the sever-
ance of the Benedictine nuns from
their old house at Solesmes:

At 5 A. M. Abbe Dom Delatte cele-
brated the last mass in the "Abbsaye”
of the muns.
terrents; but at 6 o'clock the cortege
of carriages and conveyances assem-
bled in the court of the building.
Friends and relatives of the Sisters
bad come from afar, and representa-
tives of every village in the nelgh-
borhood, with the cures at their head,
gathered to pay their las; adieux.

The aged lady *“Prieure,” whom all
the valley of the Sarthe remembers
for her beauty, as Mlle. Briere, and
indeed the founder of the Abbaye of
Nuns at Solesmes, gave the signal for

departure. She was followed by **Sis-!

ter Adelaide,” Dowager Duchess of
Bragance. So infirm did this lady
geem that she was obliged to be
transported on a fauteui! to the sta-
tion. But the fauteull had a royal es-
cort. Her grandchildren, the Duchesg
of Lowenstein, also a Benedictine
nun, the Archduke Ferdinand of Bra-
gance, the Archduchess Marie Ther-
ese of Austriz and the Duchess of
Parms had come to Solesmes and ac-
companied her to the station.

After her followed the sad proces-
slon of voluntary exiles. They came
out supported by friends and relatives,
eager (to whow a last tribute of sym-
pathy. )

The raln st{ll came down Heavlly on
the “Perron” or raised front of the
convent. Dom Delatte gave his last
benediction to the kneellng Sisters.
Many of these had not been outside
the cloistered walls for 20 years.

Amid the clang of the bells tolling
dunerally, amid the tears of frienas
with the last words of Dom Delatte
sounding In their ears, half dazed and
well-night paralyzed by the strange
transitlon forced upon them, the nuns
‘were conveyed to the siation of Sable,
to emnbark for Paris end EEngland. The
winding road from the monastery and
convent to the station presented a
sirange aspect on that gloomy morn-
ing. The procession of private car-
riages, hired wehicl g, autoinnbiles,
moved slowly down the hill. The sta-
tlon was compistely invaded. The bells
of the village tolled sadly a8 the train
bore away the exiles Prom their home

Dom Delatte left by the 11 A. M.
ttein for Parls. His departure was
tccompanied by cries of “Vivent les
Lenedictins, A bientot'” “Vive la Lib~
wrte!*”’

The last sight. of him was his sad
fut proud face at the carriage window
as the trailn moved off. His last act
'was the blessing of the people on the
platform, who crowded round his care
riage and overran the station.

Auteuil has lost its community of
Benedictines, whose prioty was an off-
shoot of the great Bencdictine Con-
vent of Liange now also closed. The
Auteuil priory had -ome to be re-
€srded a8 a home of sclence and high
intelectual culture, Its prior, Dom du
Bourg, had been a soldier and a wid-
ower before being a monk. On the
day of the departure of his commun-
ity he preached a farewell sermon in
the little priory chapel, into which as
many persons as possible of the out-
slde world had squeezed. His words
‘were marked by energy and strong
emotion. Speaking in hiz own pame
and in that of his fellow-monks, he
eald: ‘Adieu. my brethren. We leave
with bruised hearts, but carrying dur
beads high. We leave strong in two
Iastera passions, of which no tyranny
<an rob us; these are iove of (od's
‘worship and love of our country. Men,
Pass, but God does wot.” In the even- |
ding of the same day the Benedictifes
©of Auteull had left “rance. '

It was at first thought that the law

The rain was falling in |-

ctic Times, “is urying to find ont by its
Prefects, and these by means of their
subalterns, what the ultimate inten-
tions are of thosé orders and congre:
g2tions that have not already applied
for their authorizations. It wishes to
see its victims draw up in two distinet
camps—those who have asked for au-
thorization and those who have cho-
sen exile rather than do 0. As yel
officlals applying &t community doors
for informatien under this head have
met with cold recsption, more than
one recelving aaswers simtlar to the
one given by the Carmelite superio:
Just referrdd to. All requests {or au-
thorization have had to be made da-
fore QOctoher 3rd. That date being
past, it is probable that the Govera-
ment is about to find itself on the
horns of -a dilemma. It is pretty well
certain that a certain number of com-
munities will observe a strictly pass-
ive attitude, neither asking for permis-
sion to remain in France nor choosing
to go into voluntary exile. These wi.)
have to be expelled by force, as at ths
time of the putting into executlon of
the Jules Ferry decrees, an expedient
which there are good reasons for be-
lieving those in power wonld nat have
recourse to at the present time.™

The total number of congregations in
France is 1,663, of which 152 are of
men apd 1,151 of women. Of these
810 were, early this month, already le-
gally authorized to remain, five of men-

thorized congregations,
147 male and 606 female bodles. These
7063 congregations own 4,292 establish-
ments, 2,010 for men and 2,282 for wo-
men. :

But even among the authorized con-
gregations there are many unkuthoriz-
ed establishments, Thus of the 995
female congregations that have au-
thorization, 276 have opened 10,970 es-
tablishments without . legal authority.
Similiarly the fivé authorized congre-
gations of men have opened 1,276 un-
aythorized institutions. According tc
the law of July, 1901, all these estab-
lishments must now also seek author-
ization. ’

Of the remalnder 416 congregations
have sent in their application for per-
mission to remain. Of these, 361 must
recelve the necessary authorization
from the parliament and 65 from the
Council of State. In the first cate-
gory come 46 congrega \wns of men
possessing 1,140 estzblishments, and
206 congregations of women, possess-
ing 1,227 establishmenta. ‘

In the second category, those to
which the Council of State gives au-
thorization, are 64 copgregations of
women having 2,135 establishments
and one coangregation of men posscss-
ing 39 establishments. In the second
come the BSisters of St. Vincent ol
Paul, who, only possessing authority
for 80 cstabiishments, have flled their
request for 965 more.

In the course of an interview oneof
the leading Jesuits in France thus ex-
pressed himself on the Associations
law:
“The Society of Jesus has no inten-
tion to apply for authorization. We
consider we cannot do so. In fact, this
exceptional law wounds us deeply in
our unquestioned rights as f{reemen,
as citizens, ag Catholics and as relig-
fous; and in striking ua it strikes al-
B0 at the imprescriptible rights of the
Chureh. For us, between the Govern-
ment, which insists as a preliminary
oondition of authorization that we
should renounce canonical exemption,
and the Holy See, which declares it
‘will not permit any misinddrstanding
or lesséning of the direct and imme-
diate exercise of its supreme authority
over the religious orders and institu-
tions,’ we confess, with ail the reli-
glous who have taken the road of ex-
ile, or have disgolved, that we can find
no formula for conciliation,
*It was idle for the premier, M. Wal-
Deck-Rousseau, to decline responsibil-
ity for certain too frank statements
made in the chamber. The law while
directly striking at the congregations
Bits behind them the Church herself.
Its authors know {t, and they wish it.
And the president of the councils
menace to reply to every complaint of
the Holy See by a fresh aggravation
of the law shows beyond all doubt
what the idea of the Government fis.
*This Is the principal motive which
prevents our asking for authorization.
The present law is but another step
in advance in the war waged against
the Church.” .

In Francde they are talking of the|
exodus of the congregations; In Eng-
1and one hears of the religious invas-
jon of the Isle of Wight. Both refer
to the same movement. The French
religious orders, or many of them, are
leaving their long-established homes
in France and seeking the hospitality
of other lands where they hope to e}
free from interference.” '

ADcvouon to Qur Lord 3n t:ln sacra-

and 905 of women. leaving 763 unan-
divided into!

‘and incense bearers.
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Park house and £he lxtter tn Gowes; |

“We have ccigie oy smys Fath.
er Gallols, the head of the Benedictine
monks, “because we coxxid not continue
to live in France according to the-rules
of our community under the new xy%-,
tem of Government inspsotion. They!
would require sdmimiox to the monxs- |
tery, the right to inapect our books, $0
know how We derived our income and,
how it was apent, to investigate the
proceedings and resolutions of the'
chapter. Then they proposed to tax
us heavily.

“Under these conditions it would be,
tmpossible to presewve the seclusion
of our order. There is no seccret about
our lncome, Many membera of the
order are wealthy men; they bring
thelr wealth into the community.
Others are poor; they share in the
common pregwty of ail. We make
money only by the publication of
books written by members of the on
der. Our Hrvea £re pamsel In study-—|
those of the priats of the order
There are lny Brothers who perforn
the domestic dutis of tbe monas
tery," J

THE BURINING LAMP.

—————

_ ment of the Altan’

Morning after moming the priest
comes forth to renew the oblmtion of
the apotless Victim. A few there are
! ¥ho, with bowed heada and lowly
hearts, kneel about the altar. Boftly
the Saviour has descended to eartn xs
he came long xgo 3n infant to Beth:
lehem.

Soon it is all over. Oneby one the
people silently atea} away. The priest
reverently departs. And he who wapt
is once more alone.
' thetic friend out of all the multitude

ever and anon finds'his way to the

feet of Jesum, the iitlle lamp coases
! pot to flicker &s it burns itelf away in’
* love, but 85 for all elss Jesus 1s alone,
! Oh. may we not weil Imaging him
csaying: “Man, man, why do you thur
! abandon me? Why do you thus care
lessly pass me by? Why do you thus
lenve me alone? Is it for this I con.|
sented to remain milways on  sarth?t
This solitude crushes me. This lone«

man, comé to me, ocome to me, {0 my
comfort now, and I will b your »so-
Iace for eternityl” ]
Hard indeed must be our hearts it
we turn & desf ear {o this appeal of
our loving Saviorl .

'‘"HE MISSION OF G0OD HOMES, -

We have spoken of the ocurse of
smobbery. The surest and guickesf
way to crush it out of American so-
clety 1s to teach our children to valus
others and estimate thelr own worth|
by what they can produce that is use-
ful and do that s beneficisl to others,
And that their business in life i» not}
to eeo how much pleasurs they can
get, but how much they can give. In-
; stemd, therefore, of weakly cinging to
our children and making them weak
by pampering them in the home, let |
us feel that our part or theles ix not}
done until we have taught them to be
strong to bear and forbemr, to- do ford
themnselves and cxrry help and chege |
to others. Let us mot bmamper their.
careers with our vain regrsis at their
leaving us, but help thexm in all up-
ward, onward tendencies. ,

SENATOR PUGH'S FAITH. .|
rhe following incident s told of'the
fate Senator George ¥ Pugh, tather of |
Mr. Robert €. Pugh, candidate for the
Lommon Pleas bench: The Senator|:
was & great lawyer. xnd becsme a-con-
vert to ghe true Churgh, ALter his cony
version his faith never:Maltered. When |-

fined “Papal Infalliblliity” reeched.
Cincinnati, the Senator was chatling
with several clerical .ftiennds. One ot
the Iatter expressed his pleasure gt |
the definition, and beganr to present |
ar argument in defexise of It to Mr, |;
Pugh. “Oh, you need not waste time:

on trylng to convince me,” safd the |
Senator, “If the Church proclaims it

A PRETTY CEREMONY.

On the feast of §t. Agnes, January
21st, a beautiful ceremony fskes place
In the ancient ckurch outsicle the willg |
of Rome, It consists of the blessing i
ot {he lambs, two pretty white onew
belng ciarled up o the altar by two

leslastics, accompaxiied
ince) r A hymn Ysiy
suig In honof of St. Agnes snd the |,

s frequ
Mambs are then conveyed.to.the HolY |raliow of Caniia™s & .
Father for a wecond. blesiing Thﬁ:.; Tellow. of. Caneds.” ...
are then given to & cocventol US|, of yia & 000 Tndlsns ¢

fwho Keep them watil it Ty time to shesr

Py prpe.

| nently boom that town. - It is stated.

"with an orphan asylum, to be built at’

Alone) A sympa- |,

liness crushes my -hesrt- Oh, Tan,|

brary.* Hefe Ard

the news that the Vatican Coumef] des | .

as a dogms, that iz sufiiclent for me” | o
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ogis came forth, #nd’ o :
works from- his pen followed, axd his
yoice was heard and Nlx self-denying
life wan felt, and 1he’ world has hes
lifted up and Chxistiant

He walked in His ateos. in
-others {0 walk ix ‘them.
the world, but not of the w
kept the commandments,
o3 Jesus. He loved Kie
and gave his lite for them,
the greatest writsr, and on

most famous mem of hia

among the brethren of his arder, Hg
longed for his vocatlon and through
si_vlng up self and

2% led Into §t.

United States Steel corporavoen, an-

chael's congregation of Loretto #1th o

Camegle had several other gifte in:
store for Loreito which ‘WO&!I&SME!E?S

that Mr. Schwab will prysent the town.

vember 9, 1901, * .1

sought lec’l\l;ﬂon iR a monastery

appealing to God | <l

MILLIONAIRES SCHWAS AND CAR. | bishops
- NEGIE TO BOOM LORETTO, PA.. I8
Charles M. Schwab, president of the | ita jo

nounced at the organ recitai in La-|comer

$160,000 chirch, that he and Andrewioh

’ :.g"’v +

[Pl

RN

and.newly srected diocese of Altoons | ey

. % - .
Leretw, 107 hondt 6f DIk wothes
John Schwab, of Lovétto.’
has already purchasced the fivin  on}
which the asylum Will likely ‘be bulit,

M.

will oceupy s portion of whilt is knowiy
as thn Monastery fafiii, oWied ‘by the
Franciscan Brothiérs, - A beatititul
diocesan residence for Bishop Gaivay
ot this Altoona See; WIil e erectéd In

the heated monthe, %35 Tioabewen

Lyt et

One of Father, ¥a '_jé{f PRt
ul hymns iy kréi ’&.y'ﬁq
{qunta'!:gi%xm He, kney

eart, and scebrdlng io
of bis ﬁiwﬂtﬁ&w
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them, Out of thelr wool are finde e | summaes oo o
“f —— el dchool, coriduct

‘ e ;'_Nx‘w*cn
Mr. Schwad |-

Mr. Schwab, it is said, has 886 pion~{ Bernsl
ised Lorotto a pub!lc'pii'k. 'Phapwk: ‘Burns of

Loretto- for & summidr hogie* duting n

would pass lightly over the religiong-

communities of women and that com-
garatively few would leave France, at
any rate, at presert. Facts seem to
be contradicting forecasts of the kind,

numbers have already left. Moreover,
certaln communities of nuns seem to
be as fearlesg and refractory in face of-
the iniquitous law as Jesuits or Age
sumptionists. One Carmelite superior,
on reeelving intimation from a law
functionary that it she had not ob-
- tained the necessary authorization
from the Govermment- by the 1st of
October, she and her community would
be expelled from their convept, re~’
plled:  “We have at any rate right to-
Jemaln until then. Cali again on
" that day” Before that day these Car-
" umeliteg had left for Beigiom,
1 “The Government writes the Par.

" The cause of this self-exile, which iz
assuming large proporfions, is thénew
Associations. law. Hitherto, certsin re-
ligious confrgternities in France have
‘been tolerated. The new law miskes it
necessity for every community to apply
for authorization. Communities which
refuse to apply, or fail to get their ap.
plications granted, will be dispersed.
| Thé result has been that those orders
of monks and nuns who prefer exile
to Government supervision have for
months past ‘been making resdy for
themselves homes in  foreign lajids,
and are now beginning to move iato
them, ; . 7"; ‘
Two of these bodies, both Benedict-
ines, one consluting of svme 80 monks,
and the other, s sister community of

ity cotresgondens of The Londy, Catn-

nuns, have established thomselves In].
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incere appesl to God for

other “Our Father.”” How xany such
petitions had gome out froms that soul
before this,one was writter, and
many followed It. before - the light
came dimly, as through & glus,

Momt éz;a.lad- m.w; sl truth! . No .p
ome | knows of the strugziinge g
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