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THE COURIER 
OF THE CZAR 

By Jules Verne 

?*-•--• 

' I t Is m y .sou,'' a n s w e r e d Marfa St lo­
goff; "it i s Michae l Strogoff, and y o u 
s e e t h a t I do not t a k e o n e step toward 
h i m . Fo l l ow my e x a m p l e . " 

M M i a e l Strogoff hud Just experienced 
»ne o f the m o s t violent e m o t i o n s wlilc-li 
Jt i s ever g i v e n to IUUU to fee l . H i s 
m o t h e r and Nadla were thorp. T h o s e 
t w o pr i soners , e a c h of w h o m seemed to 
ho ld the first p lace In h i s heart, were 
t h e r e Joined wi th h im lu om- c o m m o n 
m i s f o r t u n e . Did Nadia know who he 
w a s ? No, for he h a d s e e n the g e s t u n 
o f M a r f a Strogoff h o l d i n g her back at 
tbe m o m e n t s h e \vu» ahout to rush upou 
b l m . Marfa Strugoff h a d understood 
a l l a n d kept her secret 

Michae l Strogoff could then hope that 
t h i s fresh anil unexpec ted meeting at 
t h e r a m p of Xuhcdeiro would l i m e no 
Injur ious cousei j i ieuces nei ther for h i s 
m o t h e r nor for himsel f , but he did 
n o t k n o w t h a t pertain part iculars .of 
t h a t scene, rapid ly as It hud passed, 
h a d been g a i n e d b y Sangarre. the spy 
Df 1 van Ogareff. 

T h e gypsy w a s there , a f e w paces 
f rom the bank , w a t c h i n g as e v e r the 
o ld S iber ian , wttlmrtt her suspect ing It 
S h e had not been a b l e to perceive Ml 
c h a e l Strogoff. w h o had already di* 
a p p e a r e d w h e n she turned round, bin 
t h e g e s t u r e o f the mother , withhold­
i n g Nadla , hud not e s c a p e d her. and a 
l ight frwit Merfa ' i e y e s to ld her every­
t h i n g . 

T h e r e w a s n o longer a n y doubt that 

t h e s o n of 'Marfa Strogoff, the courier 
o f t h e czar, was now at Zabedelro 
A m o n g the. pr i soners of I v a n Ogareff. 

S a n g a r r e d id not k n o w him, b u t s h e 
kut'W h e WIIH there. S h e did not then 
a t t e m p t t o d iscover blm, a thing which 
Would hnve been Impossible lu the 

hur l Itself. 
I Michae l Strogoff. lost in a group of 
I pr isoners , s a w th i s m a n pas* by. l i e 
i h a d a p r e s e n t i m e n t that a great (a lum 
[ lty w a s about to happen , for I win <h«i 

reff n o w k n e w that Marfa Htrogoff M I 
the mother of Michael Htrogoff. eiijitum 
lu the corps of the couriers of the c/..u 

I v a n Ogareff arr ived at the t en ter of 
the c a m p , d i s m o u n t e d from his Imi'se. 
and the horsemen of h!s escort formed 
a large c irc le around him. 

At that m o m e n t Hnngarre approuch 
ed and sa id 

"I h a v e i inthing n e w of whh li t o In 
form y o u , I v a n . " 

I v a n Ognreff a n s w e r e d only in g iv ing 
a short c o m m a n d to one of his oftin-is. 
I m m e d i a t e l y the rnoUs of the piisuucrn 
w e r e traversed lu a brutal maiii iei li.. 
the soldier* TIH-M- iml'oi luiuiii- uut-s, 
urged on wi th b lows and pushed v l t h 
the w o o d of the lances , ipiit Uh arrang 
ed t h e m s e l v e s a long tie- oiitei n l g i of 
the c a m p . Four l ines of^lufuutry und 
cavalry d r a w n up at the back rendered 
all e s c a p e imitoss .h le 

Order fur slb-tiee w a s at oiii-e g i v i u . 
and at a s lgu from l \ u u Ogareff Sun 
gnrre directed her s t eps toward the 
group lu the middle of which v\a« Mar 
fu Htrogoff 

T h e old Hllierlan s a w her m i n i n g 
She unders tood w h a t w a s about to Imp-
pen. A dl»ilul:iful smi l e plnved uu her 
lips. Theii , turn ing to Nadia . she nnhl 
to her In a low v nice 

"Vou d o uot know me uuy longer, my 
daughter . W h a t e v e r happens ;in.l hew 
ever try ing m a y be this examlu. i t mn. 
not a word , not a g.-Mure It l» for 
him. not for m e . they sea n i l . " 

At th i s moment Haiigitrtv. after tiov 
lag looked around for an Instant, placed 
het' hand Upon the shoulder of the uh! 

r&-

jtuldst of this n u m e r o u s c r o w d 
A s for a g a i n s p y i n g a f t e r Nadla and ' 8, , ,p**hu>-

ftfai'fa StrogofT. til ls w u s equal ly use- : " W h a t do y o u w i s h from me?" said 
l e s s . It w a s i vldent that these t w o wo- ' Marfa Htrogoff 
m e n w o u l d be on their guard, and It ' "<'ome." a n s w e r e d NangoYre. i 
Would be Imposs ib le to seize by stir I A n < l - p u - h l n g le r w i th her baud, sin i 
p i i s o a n y t h i n g of n nature to eonipro- ^ l "' r ' n , ° '"•' middle of the reset-v..1 j 
m i s e the courier of t h e czar . J s p a c e be fore I v a n Ogareff | 

T h e gypsy h a d theu only one thought Michael Strogoff kept his e u l a - h e s 
—to w a r n Ivnn Ogareff. Where fore s h e , n a l r c losed In order that the brlghincsn , 
I m m e d i a t e l y l e f t the oarap. o t l l l s t'i','a shou ld not betray him ! 

A quar ter o f nn hour a f t e r w a r d she Mnrfa Strogoff, h a v i n g com.- lu front j 
a r r i v e d at Zabede lro and wus s h o w n 0 f i v a n O g a r e f f ^ s t r a i g h t e n e d her p e r 
Into the house occupied b y the l leuteu- 8 0 D i crossed her a r m s and waited . ! 

^k. 

i ^ . 

&%!?*•> 

a n t o f the e m i r . 
I v a n Ogareff Immedia te ly received the 

" W h a t do y o u w i s h , S a n g a r r e ? " h e 
a s k e d , ' 

" T u 5 Bon of Marfa Htrogoff Is at the 
• tamp," a n s w e r e d Sangarre . 

"A pr i soner?" 
"A prisoner ." 
" A h . " cried Ivan Ognrpff, *I knew"— 
" Y o u k n e w no th ing , I v a n , " Said the 

g y p s y , "for y o u d o not even know 
fclm." 

" B u t do yon k n o w him? You have 
a e e n h i m , S a n g a r r e ? " 

"I h a r e not seen hl in, b u t I s a w b is 
m o t h e r betray herse l f by a movement 
Nrhich has , to ld mo every th ing ." 
f> " D o y o n not d e c e i v e yourse l f?" 

- I d o u o t " 
l ^ Y o n ; k n o w t h e i m p o r t a n c e I a t t a c h 
t o w e T arres t o f this cour ier ," sa id I v a n 
Dgnreff . "If t h e let ter w h i c h w a s Bent 
t o b l m from M o s c o w reaches Irkutsk , 

•and It should b e handed t u the grand 
•duke, t h e grand d u k e w o u l d be o n b i s 
g u a r d , and I should not be a b l e to 
c a t c h b l m . I roust h a v e t h i s l e t t er -a t 
a n y pr ice . N o w , you have jus t to ld m e 
t h a t t h e bearer of t h i s l e t t e r IH in m y 
( t o w e r . I r epea t It, Sangarre, d o you 
itiol d e c e i v e y o u r s e l f ? " 

I v a n Ogareff had s p o k e n wi th great 
l an lmat lon . H i s emot ion b o r e t e s t imony 
t o the e x t r e m e importance b e a t tached 
t o t h e p o s s e s s i o n of this letter. San­
g a r r e w a s not a t all t roubled w i t h the 
p e r s i s t e n c y of t h e f re sh inquiry. 
' "I a m not d e c e i v e d , I v a n , " s h e an­
s w e r e d . 

" B a t , Sangarre , there are a t toe c a m p 
s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d p r i s o n e r s , and y o u 
• a y y o n do n o t k n o w Michae l Stro­
g o f f r 

" N o , " a n s w e r e d t h e g y p s y , w h o s e 
f a c e l i g h t e d up wi th a s a v a g e j o y . "I 
I n d e e d do not k n o w h i m , b u t his moth­
e r d o e s . I v a n , w e m u s t f o r c e the moth­
e r t o speak ." 

" T o m o r r o w s h e s h a l l speak!" sa id 
Ogaref f . 

T h e n he he ld out b i s hand t o t h e gyp-
a y , a n d s h e k i s s e d It, w i t h o u t there be­
i n g in t h i s a c t o f respec t habi tua l t o the 

a> p e o p l e o f t h e nor th a n y t h i n g degrading 
S& , «r serrlle._ 
iff Sangarre returned to tbe camp. She 

si totmd the place occupied by Nadla and 
„j|Marfa Strogoff and passed the night in 
rppratchtog them both, with her ears 

•J Jkp'en tot any Information. She could 
rAear nothing. By an instinctive feel-

]H* i»g ot prudence not a word was ex-
$ ̂ hanged between ^adhv ^nd ^larfa 

de-

s 

trogoff. 

"B̂ jgB'.dfty, Qi$ 16th of 
"' the loud tongued 

sotmdedtbrough 
§. The Tartar soi-
* .rang at once to 
Jgaieff, after bav-
•f. andf^ accom-
'-'mffQt Tartar 

itricted otitlinea 
irhlchwasonly 

fiisl"" 

"Are y o u Indeed Marfn iStrogoff? 
manded Ivan Ogareff. 

"Yes ," a n s w p r e d the old Siberian, 
w i t h c a l m n e s s . •<**• 

" H a v e y o n c h a n g e d your mind a s re­
gards the s tntetnent you m a d e to mo 
w h e n , three d a y s ngo, I Interrogated 
you at O m s k ? " 

"No." 

"8o you are Ignorant of the fart that 
your sou. Michael Strogoff, courier of 
t h e czar, h a s passed through Omsk?** | 

"I a m ignorant of It." 
"And that the umu that you believed 

to h a v e recognized a s y o u r son at th* , 
p o s t h o u s e w a s not h e — w a s not youi 
s o n ? " 

" H e w a s not m y son ." ' 
"And h a v e y o u not s e e n him s ince 

a m o n g the pr i soners?" j 
" N o , " I 
" A n d If h e w e r e s h o w n t o y o u would 

y o u r e c o g n i s e h i m ? " ; 
" N o . " | 
At t h i s a n s w e r , w h i c h s h o w e d an in-' 

flexible d e t e r m i n a t i o n to a v o w nothing, 
a m u r m u r of approbat ion arose from 
t h e c r o w d . | 

I v a n Ogareff could n o t res tra in a 
m e n a c i n g g e s t u r e . i 

"Lis ten ," s a i d he t o Marfa Strogoff. I 
"Your s o n is here, a n d y o u g o at once 
t o po in t h i m out ." 

" N o . " £* 
"All t h e s e m e n , t a k e n a t Omsk a n d at 

K a l y v a n , are g o i n g t o defile before 
your e y e s , a n d If y o u do not point out 
Michae l Strogoff you sha l l receive as 
m a n y b l o w s of the knout a s there shal l 
b e m e n w h o h a v e p a s s e d be fore y o u . " 

I v a n Ogareff h a d n o w rea l i zed t h a t , 
w h a t e v e r t h r e a t s he m i g h t ut ter a n d to 
w h a t e v e r t o r t u r e s he m i g h t subjec t her, 
t b e i n d o m i t a b l e S iber ian w o u l d n o t 
speak . To d i s cover t h e courier of t h e 
czar h e n o w counted not upon her, b a t 
upon. M i c h a e i Strogoff h imsel f . He-d id 
not b e l i e v e It poss ib le t h a t w h e n t h e 
m o t h e r a n d t h e son s h o u l d b e brought 
I n t o t h e p r e s e n c e of e a c h other an irre­
s i s t i b l e i m p u l s e w o u l d n o t b e t r a y t h e m . 
Cer ta in ly if h e h a d on ly w i s h e d to 
g a i n p o s s e s s i o n of t h e Imperial le t ter 
h e cou ld s i m p l y h a v e g i v e n orders tot 
al l t h e s e p r i s o n e r s t o b e s earched . B u t 
Michae l Strogoff m i g h t h a v e des troyed 
t h i s l e t t e r a f t e r l earn ing i t s contents , 
a n d If h e w e r e n o t r e c o g n i z e d and he 
s h o u l d g a i n I r k u t s k t h e p l a n s of I v a n 
Ogareff w o u l d b e all f rus tra ted . Where­
fore i t w a s not on ly t h e le t ter wh ich he 
m u s t h a v e . f r o m t h e trai tor; h e m u s t 
h a v e t h e b e a r e r of It. 

N a d i a a t l e n g t h u n d e r s t o o d a l l , a n d 
s h e n o w k n e w w h o w a s M i c h a e l Stro­
goff a n d w h y h e h a d w i s h e d t o t rav­
erse , w i t h o u t b e i n g k n o w n , t h e invaded 
p r o v i n c e s o f S iberia . 

On t h e o r d e r o f I v a n Ogareff t h e pris ­
oners p a s s e d o n e b y o n e b e f o r e Marfa 
Strogoff, w h o r e m a i n e d Immovable art 
a s t a t u e a n d w h o s e regard e x p r e s s e d 
o n l y t h e m o s t c o m p l e t e Indifference. 

H e r s o n w a s in t h e l a s t r a n k s . W h e n 
In h i s t u r n h e p a s s e d be fore h i s moth­
er, N a d l a ahjit h e r e y e s In order n o t to 
t e e h i m . : 

Michael Strogoff had remained ap­
parently impassible, but his hands were 
bleeding from the pressure of tbe fet 

«fc^*?ttv 

TPT8. 

I v a n Ogare f f waa conquered by t h e 
son and the mother . 

S a n g a r r e . placed n e a r h i m , o-nly sa id 
one word—"Knout!" 

• •yes ," cried Ivan Ogareff, " le t t h i s 
oid Jade have the knout and let t b e 
p u n i s h m e n t c o n t i n u e until she die'" 

A T a r t a r soldier, t a r r y i n g t h a t terri­
ble ins trument uf torture , approached 
Marfa'StrogofT. 

T h e fetitrnt i s composed of a certain 
huinber o f leather t h o n g s , to t h o e n d s 
of vvhlih are a t t a c h e d twis ted i r o n wire . 
One can eas i l y unders tand t h a t to tw 
ci iudeimied to recei» e u h u n d r e d a n d 
t w e u t y | , i o n s fi-uiu s u c h a w h i p In t b e 
snii ie th ing a s to b e c o n d e m n e d to 
death. Marfa Strogoff k n e w It, but 
she alw# Knew ihut no t o r t u r e upon 
earth could m a he h e r speak, a n d s h e 
li.ni a l ready offered t h e sacr i f ice of h e r 
life f"l h e r Null's wifety . 

Marfa Sfrogoflf. Iiav ing l»«-en st-ized b y 
two toMb-rn, u a s t h r o w n o n h e r knees 
mi t h e gf-uimd. Her robe, h a v i n g he«-n 
torn, exposed h e r n a k e d back. A «Hber 
VMIM t)\e<J lief o r e her breast at t b e d l s -
tniM-e of on ly a few l i jches . and in rasie 
hhe MIIOUIII b e n d tnitjer t h e p a i n h e r 
bri'UMt would b e jilerced w i t h t h e sharp 
Iio I n r 

T h e Tartar raised t h e lash . 
He was wa i t ing . 
<Jo on!" Mild 1 MIU Ogareff . 
T h e w h i p hl»K«-<| lu the ulr, but before 

tin- Mow bad fal len u p o w e r f u l huud 
bud u reached it froiu the b u n d s of the 
Tui tur. 

MI< haei Nirogoff w a « there" H e h a d 
leapiMl before this h o r r i b l e neeiie! I f 
a t t h e pOKtbullMf uf lehlll i lie hud re-
Htraiued h i m s e l f at t h e blow from Ivan 
Ogareff. here Iwfure hlx m o t h e r , w h o 
was a b o u t to be wtruck. he wu-. u o t ab le 
to inus i . r h i m s e l f 

h a i i Ogareff hml N U . ,-eeded. 
' M l . haei Htrogoir"' In-i ried 
Then , a d v a n c i n g , h e wiul 
"Ah. w a s t h i s i loue lit t be m a t * f 

Ich lm 7" 
"Hiium-Jf "' s a i d Ml« Lai-I Siruguff . and. 

m i x i n g the knout , U- luie wltb It t h e I 
face o f h a i l OgarefT hlliim-lf. 

"Blow f o r b low'" I 
"Well g i v e n " ' rrli-d the \ o l c e Of a 

bpeetutor. who fortl)UUti-|\ hid hl'uae^r 
In I In- tumul i i 

TweUt} s . i ldl i l s t h r e w Ibe iuse ives uli 
Mhl . i l i l StrngofT. ,ui 1 the.* W H O uLml.lt 
!> K.ll hhu !".,.! h i m i »i.'a reff. fru: . 
t Iuuu a c . y of |iii:u iiiid i^age h a d e 
tnp.'«l. Htopiied t In I.I w i th a motion of 

h . s l . a i u l ! 
"Tb'.N niiiii IH > <>M-I \ <->l for the Justh ' 

o f the emir "' 
The letter to tli*>iui|M '.ill a r u i l e s wu i 

found lu t h e hreji"1 i.f M i hae i StroguL. 
v\ iio II.-KI imt 1 III< 1 i i , i- i-i destroy It. und 

it was li.'iiiab'il .•• i i u» I MIU • >gurefT 
Tlie spei tnini- \\\„, b d d uttered aloud 

thoHe wni-ils ' \ \ e ! ! iriven" wan iiu other 
than A l i b l e J o l l v t Uis l u m p a u l o n 
i n d h imse l f , hav ing h a l t e d u t the camp 
Df Zabede lro . w m - iirvnent a t t l la 
jceue. 

"My Oofl.' s a i d lie t o Harry B lount , 
"these people o f the north are rough 
m e u ! l)o w e n o t "» e Home return to 
our c o m p a n i o n o f the Journey? May 
Korpauoff or Strog^O" Miuveed! What 
s p l e n d i d r e v e n g e for the af fa ir of • 
I i h l m ! " 

"YCH. revenge ltnle«*«l." sa id FTarry • 
B l o u n t . "Rut St logoff U a deml man. 
F o r h i s s a k e It woulil p e r h a p s be tn-tier 
not to reuiemlier lilin a n y louger." 

"And a l l o w li 1 A unit h e r to p e r i s h un­
der t h e kuoitt ?" 

"I»o you b e l i e v e ( h a t he has acted 
better by hi* nisli lmnte than his moth 
er aud his s i s t e r y 

"I don't b e l l e v e a n r t b l t i g ; I k n o w n o t h - ' 
lug." sin-w«Ted Alc l i l e Jullvet, "only 
h a d I been lu b in p l a c e I s h o u l d uot ' 
h n v e a c t e d otherwise . What a Nlanh! . 
E h , w h a t - t h e <le\ II, w e must boll over j 
Bometlmes. (Jod would h a v e placed '. 
w a t e r in o u r velnH ani l not blood had 
h e w i shed n s to remit!ti a l w a y s a u d ev­
e r y w h e n ' Imper turbab le ." 

" W h a t a s p l e n d i d lueUhnt fur n n e w s ­
paper article!'" s a i d H a r r y B l o u n t . "If 
I v a n Ogaref f wou ld o n l y c o m m u n i c a t e 
t o us t h e c o n t e n t s of t h a t letter!" 

Ivan Ogareff, a f ter h a v i n g w i p e d off 
t h e blood w h i c h c o v e r e d his face, had 
broken the seal o f the letter. He read 
It a g a i n and a g a i n for a l o n g t i m e , as 
i f he w i s h e d to f a t h o m i ts c o n t e n t s . 

T h e n , h a v i n g g iven b i s orders that 
M i c h a e l Strogoff . s t r o n g l y fettered, 
should be s e n t o n to T o m s k w i t h the 
other pr isoners , b e t o o k c o m m a n d of 
t h e troops e n c a m p e d a t Zabedelro. and 
a m i d t h e d e a f e n i n g s o n u d u of d r u m s 
a n d t r u m p e t s he marched to the t o w n 
w h e r e the en i l r w a s a w a i t i n g him. 
" T h e y had not loug t o w a i t for the 
l i e u t e n a n t o f Feofnr. I t e s o u n d l n g bu­
g l e s a n n o u n c e d h i s arrival . 

Ivan O g a r e f f - t h e H a s h e d , a s t h e y al­
ready b e g u n to ca l l h i m — d r e s s e d this 
t i m e i n the u n i f o r m of a Tartar officer, 
a r r i v e d on horseback b e f o r e the teat 
o f the emir . H e was a c c o m p a n i e d by 
a body of t h e . s o l d l e m from the c a m p 
o f Zabede lro , w h o d r e w up a l o n g the 
s i d e s o f t h e plateau, i n the m i d d l e of 
w h i c h be r e m a i n e d o n l y d u r i n g the 
t i m e a l l o t t e d to t h e a m u s e m e n t s . One 
cou ld s e e a deep gash c u t t i n g obliquely 
t h e f a c e of t h e traitor. 

Ivan Ogareff p r e s e n t e d t o the emir 
h i s pr inc ipa l officers, a n d F e o f a r - K h a n , 
w i t h o u t d e p a r t i n g f r o m t h e cokLuesl 
w h i c h "was t h e m a i n f o u n d a t i o n o f his 
d i g n i t y , rece ived them in a m a n n e r 
w h i c h m a d e t h e m satisfied w i t h their 
recept ion . 

A l c i d e J o l i v e t a n d H a r r y B l o u n t then 
Joined t b e c r o w d a n d l o o k e d o n in such 
a m a n n e r a s not t o lo se any d e t a i l of a 
f eas t , w h i c h w a s t o f u r n i s h a hundred 
g o o d l i n e s f o r t h e n e w s p a p e r s . T h e y 
g a z e d -with a s t o n i s h m e n t o n Feofar -
K h a n i n M B magni f i cence , h i s w o m e n , 
hlsi>meers, his guards and all this ori­
ental pomp, of which the ceremonies 
of Europe can give no idea. But they 
turned away with disdain when Ivan 
Ogareff presented himself before the 
emir, and they waited, not without 
some impatience, for tbe feast to be­
gin. 

"Do you see, my dear Blount," said 
Alcide Jolivet, "we are come too soon, 
likegoodcitlaens -who totmt needs come 

or lose their money. All this is only 
t b e r i s ing o f the curta in . It w o o l d 
h a v e b e e n be t t er t a s t e to h a v e a r r i v e d 
o n l y f o r the bal let ." 

" W h a t ba l l e t?" a s k e d Harry B l o u n t . 
"The obl igatory bal let , fa i th . But I 

think t b e curta in In about t o rise." 
Alc ide Jo l ive t Kpoke a s If he w e r e a t 

t b e -opera, a n d , t a k i n g his glasr* from 
il=> case, he prepared t o ha\ e a look a t , 
a o a conno i s seur , the first s u b j e c t s o f 
P e o f n i ' s troop. 

But a ted ious cerenuouy wan t o pre­
c e d e the auiUKeuients. 

Meanwhi l e most of t h e pr i soners had 
pu*»fd bef-ire thv.e iuir , and in p a s s i n g 
e n e h of tin-in bad to pi o s t r a t e the fore 
lo-ad to tout li the \ c r j tniwt as a s ign 
ut xerwli t j It wan t h e »l i i \ery w h i c h 
i-UUlUieUeed Willi litllb-HlahoU. W h e n 
the UUfwl'tunatew w e i e too s l o w in beDU-
111̂ :. the rude hand of the g u a r d s cast 
tln-iu v io l ent ly to the earth . A b i d e 
Jol ivet and lil* eouipuuiou m u l d not 
aHNlst a t such a spec tac l e wi thout feel 
i n g the greates t Uidiguutlou 

"This i s c o w a r d l y ! K*t us g o a w a y ' " 
s a i d Alc ide J o l i v e t . 

"No." replied H a i r y Blount; "we 
m u s t s e c all." 

"See a l l : A h ! " i r i e d Alc ide J o l i v e t 
sudden ly , se iz ing the a r m uf his com-
liuniun. 

"What Is t h e matter wi th y o u ? " n-.k-
ed the former . 

"Look! Klonnt, It Is she !" 
"She?" 

"The s l s i e r of our f e l l o w traveler . 
Alone und a prisoner! We oiust s a v e 
her!" 

•"Hestnilu yourself ." co ld ly repl ied 
Harry liluutit "itur Intervent ion in 
l i e h a l f o f IIIIH y o u n g girl Mould be u io i e 
hurtful t h a n useful to IMT " 

Alc ide J o l h e t . ready t o rush forward, 
s lapped hiiii.seIf, and Nadla . w ho had 
uot perceived them, be ing half ve i led 
by her hair , p a s s e d lu b i r turu be fore 
tlu* emir, without a t t rac t ing his a t t e n 
Hon. 

Iti the m e a n t i m e , a f t e r Nadia, M a r f a 
Jiiruguff had arrived, a n d a s s h e did 
tiot throw hermlf qu ick ly enough Into 
the dust the g u a r d s b r u t a l l y pushed 
her. 

Marfa StrugofT fell. 
l l i r NI,U iiiii.lc a ii II ible LuoM'tiient. 

which t h e nuldliTt win, were guard ing 
hliu cuulti with il.rHiulty wiiHt« i 

Kut ob i .Marfa ra i sed herself, and 
I key were about to drag ber w h e n Ivan 
Ugareff luterv e u n l . Ml) lug 

Let t i lts KoUlUU relliulll ' 
A N for Nadia . s h e vva-> thrown back 

aiiioui! t h e c r o w d of prUmiers The 
lin,k of I v a n o g a r e f f b a d not u s e d It­
self Upull bei 

Michael Sir..guff was then bnl before 
the enilr. and there he remained erect , 
without loner l l lK ills ej e s 

"Your f:ice to tin- groiiud!" I \ u n Oga 
reff cried out t o hlui. 

"No!" replied Michm-I Strugoff T w o 
guards -wished to for- e him to bend, 
b-» " f,-:is t h e y w h o w e i e t h r o w n to 

tbe ground by the h a n d of t h e r o b u i t 
yui ing m a n . 

I v a n Ogareff a d v a n c e d toward Mi­
chae l Strogoff. 

"Vou u r e about to die." said he. 
"I shall die ." flercely - s s w e r e d Mi­

chae l Strogoff "but y o u r face of trait­
or, Ivflu. wil l uut tin- l e ss bear and for­
ever the I n f a m o u s mark of the knout!" 

I v a n Oga re IT ut this a n s w e r became 
horribly pale. 

"Wlici Is th is pr isoner?" d e m a n d e d 
the emir in a voice the more m e n a c i n g 
because o f its c a l m n e s s 

"A IliiMHlnn -spy." a n s w e r e d I v a n Oga 
reff. 

In making out Michael Strogoff a s p y 
he knew the s e n t e n c e pronounced 
ngniust h i m w o u l d be t h e more terrl-
Me. 

Michael Strogoff m o v e d toward I v a n 
Ugareff. 

T h e so ldiers s topped h i m . 
T h e emir then mnde a g e s t u r e be fore 

w h i c h t h e w hole c r o w d bent the ir 
heads . A f t e r w a r d he m o t i o n e d w i t h 
his baud for the K o r a n , w h i c h w a s 
brought t o h im. H e opened the book 
aud placed h i s finger o n o n e of the 
pages . 

It was c h a n c e , or. rather , a s t h e s e 
orientals th ink , God himself , w h o w a s 
about to d e c i d e the f a t e of Michael 
Strogoff. The peop le o f central A s i a 
g ive the n a m e o f "fal" t o this pract ice . 
Af t er h a v i n g in terpre ted the s e n s e of 
the verse touched b y t h e finger of the 
j u d g e t h e y a p p l y t h e s e n t e n c e , w h a t ­
ever it m a y be. 

T h e emir had left his finger rest ing 
on t h e p a g e of the K o r a n , T h e c h i e f 
of t h e u l emas , t h e n approach ing , r e a d 
wi th a loud vo i ce a v e r s e w h i c h fin­
i shed w i t h t h e s e w o r d s : 

"And h e shall see n o m o r e t h e t h i n g s 
of t h e e a r t h . " " R u s s i a n spy ," s a i d 
Feo far -Khan , " y o u c a m e to s e e w h a t 
Is p a s s i n g In t h e c a m p o f the T a r t a r s ! 
Look, then , w i t h a l l y o u r e y e s ! Look!" 

CHAPTER XIII. 

M
-ICHAEL STROGOFF, 
I with his hands bound, 
I was held in front of the 

emir's throne at the foot 
of the terrace. 

Hfs mother, overcome 
at last by so many phys­

ical and moral tortures, had sunk down, 
not daring to look or listen any longer. 

"Look with all your eyesl Look!" 
Feofar-Khan had said, stretching out 
his threatening hand toward Michael 
Strogoff. 

Without doubt Ivan Ogareff, knowing 
well the Tartar customs, had under­
stood the bearing of that word, for his 
lips parted for an instant In a cruel 
smile. Then he went to take his place 
near Feofar-Khan. , 

A call of trumpets was heard imme­
diately. It was the signal for the 
amusements. 

"Now we have the ballet," said Al­
cide Jolivet to Harry Blount; "but, con­
trary to all custom, these barbarians 
give it before the drama." 

Mlehael Strogoff had been ordered to 
look. He did look. A swarm of female 
dancers came upon the tqp̂ ce reserved 
for them. Yarlous Tartar instruments, 
united with the gutfaral voices of the 

singers, formed a strange harmony. 
T h e r e w e r e & m a n d o l i n w l t b a l o n g n e c k 
m a d e o f the wood of the m u l b e r r y tree , 
w i t h t w o s tr ings of t w i s t e d »i!li. a k ind 
o f violoncel lo , open at t h e back, fur ­
n i s h e d w i t h horseha i r a n d m a d e t o 
v ibrate w i t h a l« iw. a l ong flute m a d e 
o f a n-ed. t rumpet s , t a m b o u r i n e s a n d 
tol i i touis . At o n c e t b e d a n c e s b e g a n . 

T h e s e d a n c e r s p e r f o r m e d very grace ­
ful ly v a r i o u s d a n c e s , s o m e t i m e s s ing ly 
a u d s o m e t i m e s in groups . T h e y h a d 
their f a c e s uncovered , but from t ime t o 
t lu ie they d r e w a l ight v e i l over the ir 
flguren. a n d one w o u l d h a v e daid that 
a clout* o f g a u a e w a s p a s s i n g o v e r the ir 
-sparkling e y e s l i k e a v a p o r o v e r t h e 
s tarry heav en. 

W h e u this tir.st e n t e r t a i n m e n t w a a 
over, a g r a v e voice w a s heard, w h l e h 
i-.aid: "Look wi th al l y o u r e y e s ! Look!" 

The m a n w h o repeated t h e s e w o r d s 
of the emir , a T a r t a r of h i g h s t a t u r e , 
w a s the chief e x e c u t i o n e r of F e o f a r -
Khan. H e had t a k e n his pos i t ion be­
hind Michae l Strogoff, a n d he held i n 
hl« hand a s w o r d w i t h a broad a n d 
c u r \ e d blade, o n e of those D a m a s c u s 
blades w h i c h had been t e m p e r e d b y 
the fuiimus armorers of Karach i or o f 
H l s s a r . 

Near him some g u a r d s b a d brought a 
tripod on wh ich w a s placed a n iron 
dish, vv here some redhot coa ls w e r e 
buruttig w i t h o u t e m i t t i n g any s m o k e . 
T h e l ight i-rust w h i c h c r o w n e d theui 
w a s . due only to the inc inerat ion of a 
re&inoiis aud a r o m a t i c s u b s t a n c e , a 
mlAturv of f r a n k i n c e n s e a n d heuaoin , 
wh ich had been t h r o w n o n their Bur-
face . 

M e a n w h i l e another group of dancers-
had succeeded the first, b u t of a race 
very different, w h i c h Michael Strogoff 
at om-e recognized . 

And w e m u s t b e l i e v e t h a t t h e t w o 
j o u r n a l i s t s a l s o recogn ized them, for 
Harry Hlouut sa id to hia c o n f r e r e . 

" T h e s e are the Zlngar i of Nljnl Nov­
gorod." 

"The very ones!" cr ied Alcide Jo l i ve t . 
"I i m a g i n e their e y e s bring more mon­
ey to t h e s e sp i e s than their l e g s ! " 

And in m a k i n g t h e m out t o be a g e n t s 
In t h e s e r v i c e of the emir Alc ide Joli 
vet. it i s wel l k n o w n , did not d e c e i v e 
himself . 

Iu the flrM rank of the g y p s i e s tig 
ured Sangarre , In her s u p e r b c o s t u m e , 
s t range aud p i c turesque a s It was , 
wh ich set off still m o r e her b e a u t y . 

S a n g a r r e did uot dance , b u t s tood in 
the middle of ber d a n c i n g girls , w h o s e 
f a n t a s t i c s t e p s partook of a l l the coun­
tries w h i c h their race hud t r a v e r s e d lu 
Kuro|je. i>f B o h e m i a , o f Egypt , o f Italy 
nud of Spa' i i T h e y b e c a m e a n i m a t e d 
at the iiois«- i f the c y m b a l s wh ich 
c langed on their n m n aud a t the swel l ­
ing nf the " i l a i r e i " n kind of drum 
sounded by the t lugers 

Sangarre . Imlilliia; o n e of these da l re s . 
wh ich t rembled b e t w e e n her bauds , c \ 
c ited this tnx ip of veritable c o r j l i a n t e s . 

T h e n i a m e fur word a y o u t h f u l g>i>-
ey, s o m e fifteen y e a r s old at most. H e 

be ld In h i s hand a d o u t a r e . t h e two 
cords o f w h i c h he m a d e to v i b r a t e by a 
s i m p l e g l i d i n g of the nails . l i e sang . 
Dur ing the c o u p l e t of his s o n g o f fan­
tas t ic r h y t h m a dunaeuxu cume and 
p laced h e r s e l f near h i m n n d remained 
Immovable , l i s t en ing to h im, but each 
t i m e the burden c a m e to the lips o f the 
y o u n g s i n g e r sin- a g n i u took up her In 
terrupted dance , s h a k i n g her dnlre near 
blm and dca fe i i lug h i m w i t h the sound 
of her drum. 

T h e n , n f t er tbe last verse, t h e dancers 
enlaced the g y p s y In a thousand turn­
ings of the ir dances . 

At th i s m o m e n t a s h o w e r o f gold fell 
from the h a n d s of the emir and h i s al­
lies, from the h a n d s o f tbe officers of 
all grades , and to t h e no i se o f the 
p ieces w h i c h struck t h e c y m b a l s o f the 
anncers w e r e blended t h e l a s t murmurs 
of the d o u t a r e s and t a m b o u r i n e s . 

"Prod iga l a s f reebooters !" sa id Al­
clile Jo l i ve t in t h e e a r of h i s compan­
ion. 

And, indeed, It w a s s to l en m o n e y 
w h i c h fe l l In s h o w e r s , for w i t h the 
Tartar t o m a n s a n d s e q u i n s ra ined also 
Muscov i t e d u c a t s a n d - r u b l e s . 

T h e u s i l e n c e w a s m a d e for a n in­
s tant , a n d t h e vo ice o f the e x e c u t i o n e r , 
p lacing h i s hand on t h e shoulder o f Mi­
chae l Strogoff, a g a i n spoke t h o s e w o r d s 
w h o s e repe t i t ion rendered t h e m still 
more s in i s t er : 

"Look w i t h all y o u r e y e s ! Look!" 
B u t th i s t i m e Alc ide J o l i v e t observed 

that the e x e c u t i o n e r d i d n o t hold his 
naked s w o r d In h i s h a n d . 

T h e n s u d d e n l y , a s if a t a g i v e n sig­
nal, all t h e fires o f t h e f a n t a s i a were 
e x t i n g u i s h e d , t h e d a n c e s c e a s e d , the 
dancers d i sappeared . The ceremony 
w a s terminated* a n d t h e torches alone 
lit u p the p l a t e a u w h i c h s o m e Instants 
before w a s s o ful l o f l i ght s . 

A,t a s i g n f r o m t h e e m i r Michae l Stro­
goff w a s l ed into t h e m i d d l e o f the 
square . 

L i t t l e d e s i r o u s o f a s s i s t i n g a t t h e tor­
ture reserved f o r t h i s u n f o r t u n a t e man, 
H a r r y B l o u n t a n d A l c i d e J o l i v e t then 
re-entered t h e c i ty . 

A n h o u r la ter t h e y w e r e has ten ing 
a l o n g t h e road t o I rkut sk , a n d i t w a s 
a m o n g t h e R u s s i a n s t h e y w o u l d at­
t e m p t t o f o l l o w w h a t A l c i d e Jol ivet 
ca l l ed b y a n t i c i p a t i o n "the c a m p a i g n 
of r e v e n g e . " 

T b e e m i r m a d e a g e s t u r e . Michael 
Strogoff, p u s h e d b y t h e g u a r d s , ap­
proached t h e terrace , a n d t h e n in that 
Tar tar l a n g u a g e w h i c h he unders tood 
F e o f a r s a i d t o h i m : 

" R u s s i a n s p y , y o u a r e c o m e t o see. 
You h a v e s e e n for t h e l a s t t i m e . I n an 
i n s t a n t t h i n e e y e s s h a l l b e f o r e v e r shut 
to t h e l i ght !" 

I t w a s n o t w i t h dea th , but w i t h 
b l i n d n e s s t h a t M i c h a e l Strogoff w a s 
a b o u t t o b e s t r i cken . L o s s of s ight , 
more terrible perhaps than loss of life! 
The unhappy man was condemned to 
lose his eyesight. 

Nevertheless on hearing the penalty 
pronounced by the emir Michael Stro­
goff did not become weak. He remain­
ed impassible, his large eyes open, as 
If he were wishing to concentrate, all 
his Uf e in this one last look. 

To ask for pity from these fierce men 
was useless and, besides, unworthy of 

him. He did not even think of it. Alt 
his thought was concentrated os his 
mission that had irrevocably failed, on 
his mother, on Nadia. whom he should 
n e v e r s e e a g a i n ! But he d i d n o t a l l o w 
t o b e s e e n a n y o f t b e e m o t i o n w h i c h h e 
f e l t . 

B e s i d e s , t h e f ee i ing o f v e n g e a n c e , t o 
b e a c c o m p l i s h e d a t s o m e f u t u r e t ime, 
carr ied a w a y h is w h o l e b e i n g . 

" I v a n , " jjajd h e . w i t h a m e n a c i n g 
voice, "Ivan , t h e tra i tor , t h e l a s t threat 
o f my e y e s s h a l l b e for t h e e . " 

I v a n Ogareff s h r u g g e d b i s shoulders . 
B u t Michae i Strogoff d e c e i v e d him­

self . I t w a s not in l o o k i n g a t I v a n 
Ogareff that h i s e y e s w e r e t o b e -fixed 
n e v e r more t o open. 

Marfa Strogoff c a m e a n d s tood before 
h i m . 

"My mother!" cried he. "Yes , y e s , 
on thee m u s t be turned m y la s t look 
a n d not on t h i s m i s e r a b l e m a n ! ' Re­
m a i n there b e f o r e me , t h a t I m a y s t i l l 
s e e thy beloved figure; t h a t m y e y e s 
m a y c lose w h i l e looking at t h e e ! " 

T h e o ld Siberian, w i t h o u t u t ter ing a 
word , c a m e f o r w a r d . ' 

" D r i v e a w a y th i s w o m a n ! " sa id I v a n 
Ogareff. 

T w o s o l d i e r s p u s h e d b a c k M a r f a Stro­
goff. S h e d r e w back, b u t r e m a i n e d 
s t a n d i n g s o m e paces d i s t a n t f r o m her 
son . 

T h e e x e c u t i o n e r appeared . T h i s t i m e 
he held his n a k e d s w o r d i n his hand. 
T h a t s w o r d , h e a t e d to a w h i t e heat , he 
had j u s t d r a w n from t b e i ron p a n 
w h e r e t h e p e r f u m e d c o a l s w e r e burn­
ing. 

M i c h a e l Strogoff w a s a b o u t to be 
m a d e b l ind accord ing t o the T a r t a r c u s ­
t o m , w i t h a h e a t e d b l a d e p a s s e d over 
his e y e s ! 

M i c h a e l Strogoff did not s e e k to re­
s i s t . Noth ing e lse e x i s t e d in h i s e y e s 
t h a n h i s mother , w h o m b e d e v o u r e d 
t h e n w i t h bis look. All his l i f e w a s ha 
t h i s lost v i s ion . 

M a r f a Strogoff, w i t h her e y e s w i d e 
o p e n a n d her a r m s s t r e t c h e d t o w a r d 
h i m . w a s look ing a t h i m . 

T h e w h i t e h e a t e d b lade p a s s e d over 
the e y e s of Michae l Strogoff. 

A loud cry o f despair w a s heard . Old 
Marfa fe l l l i f e l e s s t o t h e e a r t h ! 

Michae l Strogoff w a s b l ind. 
H i s orders h a v i n g been e x e c u t e d , t h e 

e m i r retired w i t h al l h i s h o u s e h o l d . 
Soon there on ly r e m a i n e d on t h e pla­

teau I v a n Ogareff a n d the torchbear-
ers. 

D i d t h e miserab le w r e t c h w i s h to in­
sult him still more and a f t e r t h e ex-
ecutlotier give him the last b l o w ? 

I v a n Ogareff s l owly a p p r o a c h e d Mi­
chael Strogoff, w h o heard h i m c o m i n g 
and at oucc s t r a i g h t e n e d h imse l f . 

I v a n Ogureff drew from his pocket 
the emperor's le t ter . H e o p e n e d It and 
as the last Insult p laced it be fore t h e 
eyes of the coorier of the czar , before 
those e y e s w h o s e l ight had been bru­
tal ly e x t i n g u i s h e d forever, s a y i n g a t 
the bUiue t ime: 

R e a d now. Michael Strogoff; r e a d 
d g o a n d repeat at I rkutsk w h a t y o u 
a l l h a v e read. T b e true cour i er o f 

the czar is myse l f !" 
H a v i n g said this , the tra i tor p laced 

the le t ter In his breast . T h e n , w i t h o u t 
turning round, be left the p lace , and 
the torchbearers fo l lowed h i m . 

Michael Strogoff r e m a i n e d a lone , 
some paces fftjm his mother , w h o w a s 
l ifeless, p e r h a p s uead. 

One heard at a d i s t a n c e the cr i e s , t h e 
i o n g s . a l l the noise o f t h e o r g i e s . 
Tomsk w a s i l luminated a n d w a s b r i g h t 
us a city dur ing a great f eas t . 

Michael Strogoff l i s t ened . T h e s c e n e 
of t h e la te reve l s and cr ime w a s s i l e n t 
and deserted . 

H e dragged h i m s e l f by g r o p i n g to­
ward the place w h e r e h i s m o t h e r h a d 
fal len. H e found her w i t h h i s h a n d 
He bent d o w n t o w a r d her. H e brought; 
his figure near to hers. H e l i s t ened 
to t h e bea t ings o f her heart . T h e n o n e 
would h a v e sa id that h e s p o k e t o her 
In a low voice. 

D id old Marfa st i l l l i v e a n d d i d s h e 
hear the w o r d s her s o n s p o k e t o h e r ? 

In a n y case s h e did n o t m a k e a n y 
sign of l i f e by m o v e m e n t . 

Michae l Strogoff k i s s e d h e r f o r e h e a d 
and her w h i t e ha irs . T h e n he rose, 
and, grop ing w i t h h i s foot a n d t r y i n g 
to hold h i s h a n d s In s u c h a w a y a s t o 
guide him, be w a l k e d by l i t t l e a n d l i t ­
tle t o the end of the p l a t e a u . 

S u d d e n l y N a d i a appeared . 
S h e w e n t s t r a i g h t t o h e r c o m p a n i o n . 

A d a g g e r that s h e he ld s e r v e d t o c u t 
the c o r d s that b o u n d t h e a r m s o f Mi­
chael Strogoff. 

H e , b l ind a s h e w a s , d i d n o t k n o w -
who It w a s w h o w a s r e l e a s i n g h i m , for 
Nadia h a d not s p o k e n a w o r d . 

But , that done , sa id s h e : 
"Brother!" 
"Nadla ," m u r m u r e d M i c h a e l Strogoff. 

" N a d l a r 
"Come, brother," repl ied N a d i a . 

"Hence for th m y e y e s s h a l l be y o u r 
e y e s , a n d i t i s I w h o w i l l c o n d u c t y o u 
t o I rkut sk !" 

In hah! a n h o u r a f t er M i c h a e l S t r o ­
goff a n d N a d i a h a d l e f t T o m s k . 

A c e r t a i n n u m b e r o f t h e p r i s o n e r s o n 
that n i g h t were a b l e t o e s c a p e f r o m t h e 
Tartars , for officers a n d s o l d i e r s , a l l 
more or l e s s beso t t ed , h a d u n c o n s c i o u s ­
ly r e l a x e d t h e s e v e r e s u r v e i l l a n c e w h i e h 
they had m a i n t a i n e d u p t o t h a t t i m e , 
both a t t h e c a m p of Z a b e d e l r o a n d dur­
ing t h e m a r c h o f the c o n v o y . 

Nadia , a f ter h a v i n g b e e n led o u t 
w i t h t h e o t h e r pr i soners , h a d b e e n a b l e 
t o e s c a p e a n d r e t u r n t o t h e p l a t e a u a t 
the v e r y m o m e n t Michae l Strogoff w a s 
b e i n g conducted b e f o r e t h e e m i r . 

T h e r e i n t h e m i d s t o f t h e c r o w d s h e 
had s e e n a l l . N o t a cry h a d e s c a p e d 
her w h e n t h e b lade , w h i t e w i t h h e a t , 
p a s s e d o v e r t h e e y e s o f h e r c o m p a n i o n . 
She h a d t h e s t r e n g t h t o r e m a i n m o t i o n ­
l e s s a n d s i l ent . A p r o v i d e n t i a l insp ira­
tion to ld her to p r e s e r v e herse l f s t i l l 
free t o g u i d e t h e s o n o f M a r f a Strogoff 
t o t h e e n d w h i c h h e h a d s w o r n t o a t ­
tain. H e r heart for t h e m o m e n t c e a s e d 
t o b e a t w h e n t h e o ld S i b e r i a n fe l l l ife* 
less , b u t a t h o u g h t s o o n re s tored a l l 
her e n e r g y . 

"I w i l l b e t h e d o g o f t h e b l i n d m a n , " 
• h e s a i d t o herse l f . 
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