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population was incrensed tenfold. Tb!s
additon was fm.consequence of thé cdd
ebrated fair ‘which was held within

the walls for three weeks. Formerly|

Makariew had the bepefit of this con
course of traders, but since 3I817 the
fair had been rvmoved to Nijni No};go
rod. C

The town, dreary enough® at most
times, then presented a truly animated
scene. Six different races of merchants,

uropean and Asiatic, were fraternlz

ng under the congenial influence of
trade. ‘

Michael Btrogoff stroiled through the
town quietly, looking out for some fnn.
He was looking for supper rather than
a bed; but he fourrd both at the sign
of the City of Constantinople.

His supper finished, Michsel Strogofl
instead of golng up to his hedroom
again strolled out into the town,

Why did not Michael Strogoff go
quietly to bed, as would have seemed
more seasonable af'ter a long rallway
Journey? Was he thinking of the
young Livonian girl who had for s

. many hours been lhis traveling compan-
fon? Having nothing better o do, he
was thinking of her.

“Alone,” he sald to himself; “alone in
the midst of these wandering tribes!
And yet the present dangers are noth
ing to those she must undergo. Sibe
ria! Irkutsk! Iam about to dare all
risks for Russia, for the czar, while
she I8 about to do 8¢ for whom? For
what? She is authorized to cross the
frontler! And the country beyond is
in revolt! The steppes beyond are full
of Tartar bands!”

Michael Strogoff stopped for an in-
stant and reflected.

“Without doubt,” thought he, *‘she
must have determined on undertaking
her journey before the invasion. FPen
haps she is even now ignorant of what
is happening. But, no; that cannot be,
for the merchants discussed before her
the disturbanees {n Siberia, and:- she
did not seem even surprised. She did
not even ask for ap explanation, She
must have known it then, and, though
knowing it, she Is still resolute. Poeot
girl! Her motive for the journey must
be urgent indeed! But, though she may
be brave—and she certainly i8 so—her
strength must fail her, and, to say
nothing of dangers and obstacles, she
will be unable to endure the fatigue of
such a jJourney. Never can she pass
Irkutsk!”

Indulging in such reflections, Michael
Btrogoff wendered on as chance led
him; but, being well acquainted with
the town, he knew that he could with-
out difficulty retrace his steps.

Having strolled on for about an houar,
he seated lumselt on 8 bench against
the wall of a large wooden cottage
which stood, with others, on & wvast
open sgace.

He bhad scarcely been there five min.
utes when a hand was laid heavily on

= his shoulden

“Wist'are you dofng here?” roughly
demanded a large and powerful-san
who had approaclie® unpercelved.

“] am resting,” replied Michael Stro
goff.

*“Do you mean to stay all night on the
wench ?” asked the man,

“Yes, if 1 feel inclined to do so0,” an-
pwered Michael Strogoff in a tone some-

hat too sharp for the simple merchant

e wished to personate,

“Come forward, then, that I may sec
you,” said the man.

“It is not nccesrary,” he replied, and
the calmly stepped back ten paces or so.

The maun secmed, as Michael observ-
ed him well, to have the look of a Bo-
hemian, such as are met at fairs end
with whom contact, either physical or

moral, is unpleasant. Then, a8 he look-
ed more attentively through the dusk
swhich was coming on, he percelved
near the cottage a large caravan, the
usual traveling dwelking of the gypsies
who swarm In Russia wherever a few
<copecks can be obtalned,

As the gypsy took two or three steps
forwaid wud was about to Interrogate

1 Michael Strogoff more closely the door
of the cottage was opened. He could
Just see & womaxi, who advanced quick-
ly and In a language which Michael
Strogoff knew to be & mixture of the
Mongol and Siberjan she said: ‘“Anoth-
er spy! Let him slone and come to
supper. It fs waltiog for you"

Michagel Btrogoff ¢ould not help smil-
fng atthe epithiet bestowed on him,
dreading spies’ as he did sbove all
things;-

But in the same dinlect, although his
accent. was very different, the Bohe-
mian-replied in words which signity:

“You are right, Sangarre. Beuldel,
‘we start tomorrow!

"nmmw:" ‘i-epemd the woman in

surpitee.

“Yed, Sangarre,” replied the Bohe-
mian, “tomorrow, and the Father him-
self sends an—where we are going.”

.Thereupon the: man and womsan en-
the cotu:e and. enretnuy clm

‘U

Gooﬂ!' sdd mma !u:ocom to hlm~
self. “If these gypsies {0 not wish to
fbe understood when they speak ‘before |.
me, they had better mlome other lan-

guage.”

From hil Slherian oﬂgm beuuse
the had passed his. 4n the
steppes Michael Strogoft, it hu been:
maid, understood almost all* the Jan-.
guages in usagd from Tartary €9 the|.
|Bea of: Ice. As to the exact siguificas |
tion of the words exchanged betwien
khe gypsy and his companion he.did
not trouble his hesd,
it intevest him? -

An bour after ‘Michael Strogou m
those Rus- |
sian beds which always seem 30 hard.
to strangers,.and on the morrow, the
17th of July, he awoke at break of day.

He had still five hours to pass At
Nijnl Novgorod... It seemed to him an
age. How was he to spend the morn-
ing unless in wandexing, as he had
. done the evening before, throngh the
" mtreets? By the time he had fAnished
. his breskfast, strappedt up bis bag, had,

For why -mmg '
quite s new aspéct:- -

| m, a5 would B m‘!ﬁ’é"am it
start. But he was dot &'man to le in Ded
after the sun had risew; 00 he rose, dress:
ed himself and placed the letter with
the imperial arms on it carelully at tha

dottom of Its wsual pocket within the
tining of his coat, over which he fasten-

threw it over his shoulder.
to the City of Constantinople, and, In-

to the office of the stears packet com-

young Livonian girl was going to Perm
which case he should accompany ber.

that the head of police bad been sum-

the cause of it.
““The fair is to be closed,” gald one.

received the route,” declared another.

“They say that the Tartars menace
Tomsk!”

“Here I8 the head of pol!ce"’ was
shouted on every side. A lound clapping
of hands was suddenly raised, which
subsided by degrees and finally was
succeeded by absolute silence. The
head of police arrived in- the middle of
the central square, and it was #een by
all that he held in his hand a dispatch

Then in a loud voice he read the !ol-
lowing announcepents:

“By order of the governor of Nﬁnl
Novgorod:

“All Russian subjects are farbidden
to quit the province upon any pretext
whatsoever.

“All strongers of Asiatic origin are
commanded to leave the province with-
in twenty-four hours.”

CHAPTER IV.

UST as the reading of the
proclamation by the head
of the police came to an
end an idea darted !u-
stinctively into the mind
of Michael Strogoff.

“What a singular cein-

cidence,” thought he, “between this
proclamation expelling all foreigners ot
Aslatic origin and the words exchanged
last evening between those two gy¥yp-
sies of the Zingar| race! ‘The Father
himself sends nus where we wish to go,’
that old man sald, But ‘the Father® I8
the emperor. He ia never called any-
thing else athgng the people. How
could those gypsies have foreseen the
measure taken agalpst them? How
could they have known It beforehand,
and where do they ‘wish to g6? Those
are suspicious people, and it secms to
me that to them the government procla-
mation must be more useful than in-
juriouns.”

But these reuecﬂons. though certain-
1y correct, were completely dispelled by
another, which drove every other
thought out of Michael's mind. He for-

the strange coincidence which resulted
from the proclamation. The remesm-
brance of the young Livonian girl sad-
denly rushed into his mind.

**Poor child!” he thought to himself,
“She cannot now cross the frontier.”

In truth the young girl was from
Riga. She was Livonlan, consequent-
ly Russian, and now could not leave
Russian territory. The permit which
had been given her before the new
measures had been promulgated was
evidently no longer avallable. All
routes to Sfberia bhad just been pitiless.
ly closed to her, and whatever was the
motive which was taking her to Xr-
kutsk, she was now forbidden to go
there.

This thought greatly occupled m
chael Strogoff. He said to himself,
vaguely at first, that without neglect-
ing anything of what was due to his
important missjon it would perhaps
be possible for him to be¢> of some uwe
to this brave girl, and this idea pleased
him. ' Knowing how mericus were the
dangers which he, an epergetic and
vigorous man, would have personally
to encounter through a country of
which, however, the roads were fa.
miliar, he could not conceal from him-
self how infinitely greater they would
prove to a young, unprotected girl. As

-}she was going to Irkutsk, she would

be obliged to follow: the same road s
himself; she would have to pass
through the bands of invaders, as be
was about to attempt doing himmelf.
If, moreover, and accotding to all prob-
ability, she had at her disposal only
the resources necessary for a journey.
taken under ordinary clrcumstances,
‘howscould-she:mamage- to-secomplish;

under, iconditions.” which s lnbei:ew
would render nce oi!!r\;aerﬂo\ls. but
pensfve?. © . o5 v owy 4% 0 L
HWL” said he.“‘lt wher taiei
route to Perm it Is hearly’ lmp .
but that T shallZall in-With ber; ‘éﬁﬂ,‘ﬂ )
L-will watcéh ‘over: her whihout hl;r
peetlntfit;' and an she sppéars-to bed

will euuse%e n@rdem‘y ”’%&—
.Buﬂ‘*one "ﬁm

2 Fhe: tiet--4g,'" ‘safd h& W mmf
Mihit. L btve much morerneed ‘of b}
than she | have of me. Her pres=}

picion from-me. A -mantraveling alons’
acrosy the steppes.may: be easily guess-
o1 to be & courler to the czar. If, on:
the contrary, this young girl accompas
nies me, d shall appesr-in the eyes of

M-podoto lnlmct-d;tmwm

ed his belt. He then closed his bag and
This done, he had no wish to return

tending to breakfast on the bank of the
Yolga near the whar?, he setiled Mis
Bill anll left the np. By the way of
precautien Michael su-oxoff went frst

pany and there wade sure that the
Caucasus would atart at the appointed:
hour. As he did so the-thought tor the
first tice struck him that since the

it wss very possible that her intention
was also to embark in the Caucasus, in

Michael Strogoft found himself in the
central gquare when the report spread

moned hy & courler to the palsce of the
governor general. An important dls-
patch from Moscow, it wn said, was

*The regiment of Nijnl Novgorod has

got the Zingaris, their suspicious words, ;

anxfous a:inyself to Teach. Irkiml} uti%

fer.

side of
lice.

clerk.

Livonian.

the girl.

sid.

' en lmlpl
; »hecltgﬂng ® 1

‘Sourney te

als the Nicholas Korpanoff of my podo-f-aume of Nictolas K mmﬂr sutho
rojoa.: ore: she: must secorapsny | thiy trerchsat to by mmlea ol 11 ‘
mey mmx;mmmmw;mymgm‘ ;

sinco mem rening, eem |
AL%6 fo get & Sarringe and kave mm e
Novgorod. : 1 must Jﬁok tor*hec.
may God guide me™ 1. %

Michael Jeft the gmt lqwa Qt &iuni ;
Novgored, where the tumnlt produced |
by the carrying ong of the prescyibed:
measures had pow resched its beight.
Beerlminations . tmm the Mn
strangers, shouts from the agents mﬁ
Cossacks who were using them so brg-|
Rily, all togethér made an indeecribb
ble sproar. The girt for whom he}
searched could not be there. It was)
now @ ¢'¢clock in the morning. The.
steamboat did not start il 12 hﬂ-
chael Strogoff had therefore . nearly
'three hours to employ In searching for|
ner whom he wished to make his trav-
cling comipanion, _

He crossed the Volga again and hunt- |
‘ed through the quarters of the other
side, where the crowd was much lesé
Yconsiderable, e visited every road,|-
beth In the high and low .towns., Hel
entered the churches, the natursl ret-
uge for all who weep, for all who snf-§

Nowhere did he meet with the
young Livonian, .

“And yet,” he repeated. *she could
not have left Nijn! Novgorod yet. We'll
have another fook.™ .

Michael wandered about t,hus for two
hours. He went on without stopplng,

room for thought. All was in vain, °

It then occurred to him that perhaps
the girl had not heard of the onder,
though this was improbable enough, for,
such a thupderclap ‘could not lave
burst without being heard by all. Evi-
dently interested in knowing the small-
est 'pmows from Siberia, how conld she
be ignorant of the measures taken by
the governor—measures which concern-
ed her so directly? But if she was ig-
norant of it she would come in an Jour
to the quay, and there some mercilean
agent would brutally refuse her a pas-
sage. At any cost he must see ber be-
forehand and do what he could to en-
able her to avoid such a repulse,

But all his endeavors were in vain,
and he at length almost despaired of
finding her agaln,

It was now 11 o'clock, and Michael,
though under any other clrcumstances
it would have been useless, thought of
presenting his podorojna at the office
of the hiead of police.
tion cvidently did not contern him,
since the emergency had been foreseen
for him, but he wished to make sure
that nothing would hinder his depar-
ture from the town. ,

Michael then returned to the other
Volga, to the quarter in
which 'wasthe ofice of the hoad of po~

Bvery one was in a hurry, for the
means of transport would be much | B
sought after among this crowd of. ban-
iahed people, and those who did nof Ret
about it svon ran a .great risk of not| &
being able fo leave the town in the
prescribed time, which would -expise
them to some britdl” treatinent from
the governor's agents, =

Owing to the strength of his elbows,
Michael Strogoff was able to cross the
court. But to get into the office and|
up to the glerk's little window Wwas, s
much more difficult business. How-|
ever, & word into an inspector's ear and
& few judiclously given rubles weére
powerful enough to gain him & passage.
The man, after taking him into the
waiting room, went to call the proper

Michael Strogoff would not be long
*in making everything right with the
police and being free in his moveinents.

While walting he looked sbout him,
and what did he see? There, fallen
rather than seated on & bench, WA &

Afichael Strogoff could not be milstitks |}
en. JHe inatantly recognized the yoﬁn;

Not knowing the go\{emor'n ordeti*
she had come to the police office to ;et
Ber pass llgned."‘ They hind rofusedito |,
sign it. No-doubt she was authoxised |
1to go to Irkutsk, bubilieorder was pers ~
empptory; i annulled -all prevlous au- [{AOW DR
tborlzationn, and 1 Thoria I
wire closed to fier. Michael, defighted.

at having found her again, apPro;ched

She looked up for a moment, and her |/ .
fare brighténed on recognising hey travs | -
eling _companion. !
rese, and, like a drownmt wan who,
-clutches at a apar, she ‘was about to’ il
ask his lielp. At that moment tha
agent jouched Midhael on the shouldek.

“The head of pollee -glu see yon," he

“Good!” returned Mlchlel, and wlth- 4

out saying a wox;d to her for whom be
had beer sesFehing all day, without re- ey
sssuring her by even a gesturé whleh’% "‘“ %n&aeid.
-might compromise elther her or him-: )
welf, he !olloWed the: tman th;ough the, ;, .

F The mm: Llwnxun seeing the only% King & &
: n.beingto whom sbe eoyld look for he!p s hi

i ’rhree mlnuten had no puued betore
Michael Strogott i '

'voads to Siberia for him,. He again ap-

k.
e il ﬁn&? |
“the gfil, puiting héx‘ Tl futo thit of
Michue! Strogoff, and together they letf/
ence will ba useful in drawing off sus~f:the police station.

< Michisl SBtrogoft Kn8 the young Eﬁ?‘
vonian bad takén paasuge.
the Cauéasus.
innde Withiout ‘ﬁy"hlmculty
kiown, the podorofisn; drawn

 priac ,
looks apoke lier thinke. ™ .- f
- Phe. Caversus had been o m

Livonian, sddmﬂng« ' ! i)
' Strogoff, akid: - O
- "Are you gOlug to mmtak mmr*;
“Yes, slgier, - anawered: {hie' young
man, - “We are hoth kom the same
wRY. t)onsequenﬂywhenvw o you
- shall go. T i wa
“Toniorrow, hmther. U slml mA
'why I left’the shores ¢
go beyond the Ural mountaini™
“I ask you nofbing, sister? | :
“You aball knoyw gxp # pepiied éhg,mg
with. & falnt smiid.. “A shiter should
‘hide nothing from-her brother.. But.
cannot today. Fatigue o.m somw h&w
broken me down? -

. chael.
feclng ne fatigye, but cbeying the po- mgm and tﬁmormw’* -
tent instinct which allowed him no “Come, then”—

He hesitated to nnlnh ‘his se_nmc& an
if be had wishéd to end it by the name

hand.

hrother Nicholas Korpenoff)? -
her off the saloon.

Should he-by any chance he guestionod
and obliged to reply he woulil anboynce
himzelf &g the metchant Nicholak Kor-

suspected thxt & speclsl perminlon au-
thorized hiw to travel to Bibeixin, <~

The proclama-

her.
Between 11 and 3. th& moon bemz

the passengers were then as

Anxiet kept Mle!mel Euogoﬂ awike.
ed upand. down, but
ln the steli” of the ‘Steamer; * Onics,

ho ever,-hg hppened

tl‘xe part refpceed. tgrvm}igind th frd
clany ngers, < 3 TR LT
He ﬁ%%'ﬁea. qu;c::*fgﬂmd 5. ".‘
U 0! nge
in cloaimd wrapl:?d thi Heo
‘possaible to Fecogu el I e?duk.
| But it sometimmiés Ii’f:p ?e& thia} whien.
‘thé steamoci’s chimuey faent” Lorih! &
plume ot ruudy nhm*éi hm?m: the. voii

sandu.of ;mxm‘;hmz b«nxmddenly
iuminxted. . \ﬂchlel
step up the la der vg’en .. xe,w W
m&chea hil ett‘. i i

during the night at'the fafr; » 4t
Instinctively’ he -atopped:. to.- mten.
Protected- by .t shadow .of -tha fok
c.:lan‘tle. he-could nqt;h!;e peroélved: hime
Ax to seeiug. the passengers w:hg
.were talking, that was imb}e e
Epmobw to confing Aﬂni' tio
‘.
-The firat wo'
no ' importihee '
ey m&wéaf fm

‘\li

routes t0. 8

She instinctively

! Michtel Sti'&gom’

it«.thi&,mply ~which.

the Balgle tof

“WIll you go and zest in your e;hln?" . on

of his companion, of whjc.h hg wu st
fgnorant. . R ¥
*Nadia,” said .be, hold!n: nut hcr k

“Come, Nadia,”" dnswered mlchnl. ) !1
“and make what nse you like of xou: iy
led the girl to the c!hilsm!med tnr o

Michael Strogof¥ mmmed on deckg,

and, eager for any newswhich' might] Z
bear on his journey, he ingled i tha tum
groups of pagscigers, though Wwithotit] e
taking any part ia the converMtol]y o

panoft, going back ‘to the frantiar in-tha than -t
Caucasun, for hoe did not wish it to-bej

The young Livonlin dld not cyre tof ~
dinner. She was asleep in her cabin, |
and Michaol did not llke to iquen

pew, It was almost dark.- Neaddy mll}
on thel . "
deck, and the silence wan dhmrb«t i

only by the nolso of the 8 paddies ateik{ o
ing the water ot regilar intervals.|

Always|
mom.« He then to\?nitl hlm%idn (
it wh‘t‘hm

wan about Ao b

ety uttorst i | oo
that strunge tongiie whlch{m had heml forti

with thqmi;om@,y
One.'woulkt' Xave sl

t In f

kS

ppeared, ac
Fu bis hand He h“él‘

ﬂecﬂng 0B, thld, Dot withog
thréw ‘open ihe 16

appreliensidi: W

nan"?f«m‘e&%ﬂi
pgme

to conﬂnue m;r ;
"W!llwou conse P
04, brother,” répl

Thel# endbark
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