CHAPTER L
IRE. a fresh dispateh.”|

**Whence?”’

*From Tomsk.”

**1s the wire cut be
yond that city?”

**Yex, s8lre, since ves

" terday.” !

“Telegraph hourly tv Tomsk, gener
a}; and let me be kept Informed of al
that occurs.”

“8lre, it sixall be done,” answered
General Kissofl,

These words were exchanged aboutf
two hours after midnight, at the mo
ment when the fete given at the New

‘palace was at thé height of its éplen.
dor.

An hour later General Kissoff, who
had just re-entered, qulck!y spproached
his majesty.

“Well?” asked the latter abruptly, as
he had done the former time,

“Telegrams zeach: Tomsk po longer,

sire.” o
“A courler thais moment!” And,leav
ing the bhall, bis majesty entered a

large antechamber adjoining.

The czar had not so suddenly left the
baliroon? of the New palace when the
fete ho was giving to the ¢ivil and mlil
tary authorities and principal people of
Moscow way ot the helght of its bril
llancy without ample cause, for he had,
Just recefved information that serious
events were taking place beyond the
froitjers of the Ural, It Lnd become
eviltentthat a formidable rebellion
threatened to wrest the Siberian prov-
inces from the Russian crown

Aslatie Russta, or SBlberia, covers a
superﬂclnl aren of 1790208 suare
tiles and contalns nearly 20,000 of
inhabitants, Kxtending from the Ural
mountalns, which separate it from
Russin In Eurepe, to the shores of the
I'actfic ocean, it I8 bounded onm tLe
south by Turlzestan nud the Chinese
edpire, on the ndrth by the Arctic
ovven, from the sea of Kara to DBe-
ring stralt.! It i divided Into several
governments or pl'ovlnc(-u. thiose of To-
bolsk, Yeniselsk, Irkutsk, Omsk and
Yakutsk; contalns two districts, Ok-
hotsk and Kamchatka, and possesses
two countrics, now under the Musco-
vite domfinian—that of the Kirghizs agd
that of tlie Tshowktshes.

Two governor generals represent the
supreme authority of the czar over this
vast country. One resided at Irkutsk,
the capital of western Siberia. The
river Tchonna, a tributary of the Yeni-
sef, separates the two Slberias.

No rail yet furrows these wide plains,
. some of which are In reality extremely
fertile. No irom ways lead from these
_prectous wines which make the Hibe-
rlan soll far richer below than above its
aurface. ‘The traveler journeys ln sum-
mer in a kiblck or telga; In winter, in a
'ISQE“

AD electric telegraph, with a single
‘wlre more than 8,000 versts in length,
alone affords communication between
the western and eastern frontiers of
fiberia: On issuipg from the Ural it
pasdes through Ekaterenburg, Kasli-
mov, Tionmen, Ishim, Omsk, Elamsk,
Kalyvan, Tomsk, Krasnolarsk, Nijui
jUdfisk, Irkutsk, Verkne-Nertsckink,
Strelink, Albazine, Blagowstenks, Rad-
«e, Orlomskaya, Alexandrewskoe and
Nikolaevsk, snd 6 rubles and 198 co-
‘pecks dre paid for every word sent
" from one end to the other, FromIrkutsk
there' 18 & bLranch to Kiatka, on the
- Mongolian frontler, and from thence,
. for 80 copecksa word, the post conveys
e dispatches to Peking in a fort-
ght.
| 1t was this wire, extending from Eka-
terenburg to Nikolgevsk, which had {,
‘been cut, first beyond Tomsk and then
between Tomsk and halyvan.

This was the reason why the czar, to
the communication made to him for '
the second time by General Kissoff, |
had only answered by the words, “A’
_courler this momeént})”

- The czar had remained motionless at

- the window for a few moments when

the doot was agalu opened. The chief

of police appeared on the threshold.

" “Bnder, general,” sald the crar brief-
ly, “and tell me all you know of Ivan

'Ogaren,”

© “He in ln extremely dangerous man,

tim,” repticd the chilef of police.

e fanked as colonel, did he not?”

} e, sire.”

 *Was he an intelligent otfcer?”
| “Yery intelligént, but & man whogs

Fi¢ it was fmpossible to subdue and
sxing an ambition which stopped
) tnothlng. He soon became involved
., I secret intrigues, and it was then that
hé, was degradedd from his rank by his
‘high the grlnd duke and exiled to

L
onx 430 WaS. that?”? :
JPardoned after
onths of exile. by yout.majesty’s
A1 mﬁnmed to Russia?. .

i ; has. th not re-
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clemency he had shown that Russlar
Justice knew how to pardon.

“Did not Ivan Ogareff,” asked the
cxzar, “return to Russin a second time
after that jourpey through the Siberiar

l provinces, the object of which remaim

unknown?”

“IHe did.”

“And have the police lust trace of
him since?’

*“No, sire.”

“Where was Ivan QOgareff last hearc
of?”’

“In the province of P'erm.”

*In what town?”

“At Perm itself.”

“What was Le doing?”

“He appearcd usoccuplied, and there
wag vothing susp’cious in hils couduct.”

*“Then be was not under the surveil
lance of the secret police ?”

“No, sire.”

“When did he leave Perm?’

“About the month of March.”

*“To go"—

“Where {8 unknown.”

*And since that time it {8 not knowr
what has become of bim?"

“No, sire, it 18 not known.”

“Well, then, | myself know,” angwer
ed the czar. *l have received anony
mwous communications which did neot
pass through the police department

oor thé heat of summer aid which 8ier
with the rapidity of lightotng—the elee
tric current—was prevented from trav
ersing the steppes, and it was no longet
possible to warn the grand duke, sbhu
ep in Irkutsk, of she danger threaten
lng him from the treason of Ivan Oga
refl. .

A courier only could supply tire pisce
of the interrupted electric current. I
would take this man some time tc
traverse.the 5,200 versts between Mos
cow and Irkutsk. To pass the ranks of
the rebels and invaders he must dis
play alwmost superhuman courage and
inivjigence. But with a clear head and
8 firmm heart much can be doune.

“8hall I be able to find this head and
heart?’ thought the ezar,

CHAPTER IL

HE door of the impertal
cabinet was aguin open-
ed, and General Kissof
was anpounced.

“The courler? inquir
ed the czar eagerly.
“tle I8 here, sire,” re
plied General Kissoff.

“Have you found a fliting man?”

*1 will answer for bim to Four majes
ty-"

“Has be been in the service of the
paloce?”

**Yes, sire,”

‘“You know him?”

“Pcersonally, and at various times he
has fultilled diticult missions with suc-
cess.”

*‘Abroad ?*

“In Siberia ftuelf.”

“Where does he come from?"

“From Omsk. He is a Siberian.™

““Has bhe coolness, intelligence, cour
age?"

“*Yes, sire; hie has all the qualides
necessary to succeed even where others
might possibly fail."”

“What {3 his age?”’

*“*Thirty.”

*“18 he strong and vigorous 7’

and {n the face of events new takinyg
place beyond the frontier | have evvryl
‘reason to belleve that they are correet.”

“Do you ipean, sire.” cried the chiet
of pollee, *that Ivan Ogareff bas a band '
in this Tartar rebelllon?? . |

“Indeed I do, and 1 will now tell you
something whicli you are ignorant of !
After leaving PPerm Ivan Ogareff cross
ed the Ural mountains, entered Stherls
and penetrated the Kirghiz steppes and
ther¢ endeavored, not without success. !
to foment rebellion among their no
madic population. He then Went sv far |
south a8 free Turkestan. There In the
provinees of Bokhara. Khokhand aud '
Koondovoz he found chiefs willing to!
pour their Tartar hordes Into Niberia'
and execute a genoral rising in Aslatic!
Russia. The storwy Las bLeen sllentlyl
gathering, but it Las at last burst llke
a thunderclap, nnd now all means of
communication between enstern and:
western 8iberia have been stopped.
Moreover, Ivan Ogarefl, thirsting for
vengennce, aims at the life of my
brotlrer!”

The cgar had become exclted while
speaking and now paced up and down
with hurried steps.  The chief of police
said nothing, but he thought to him-
gelf that during the time whén the em-
peror of Russia never pardoned an ex
fle schemes such an those of Ivan Oga
reff could never have been realized.

A few moments passed, during which
he was silent, then, approaching the
czar, who bad thrown himself into an
armchalr, bhe said:

“Your majesty has of course given
orders that this rebelllon way be sup-
pressed a% roon a8 possible?™

“Yes,” answered the czar. *“The last
telegram which was able to reach N1j-
n! Udingk would set in motion the
troops In the governments of Yenlsel,
Irkutsk, Yatutsk, as well as those {n
the provinces of the Amur and Jake
Baikal. At the same time the regi-
ments from Perm and Nijn! Novgorod,
and the Cossacks from the fronticr are
advancing by forced marches toward
the Ural mountains. But unfortunately
some weeks must pass before they can
attack the Tartars.”

“And your majesty’'s brother, his
highness the grand duke, 1s now isolat-
ed in the government of Irkutsk and I8
no longer ! direct oommunloation with
Moscow?"

“That I8 80.”

“But by the last dispatches he must
know what measures have been taken
by your majesty and what help he may
expect from the governments nearest
to that of Irkutsk?”

“He knows that,” answered the czar, |
“but what he does not know is that
Ivan Qgareff, as well as being a rebel,
is also playing the part of a traitor and
that in him he has a personal and bit-
ter enemy. It is to the grand duke that
Ivan Ogareff owes his first dlsgrace,
and what is more serious is that this
man {8 not known to him. Ivan Oga-
reff’s plan, therefore, is to go to Irkutsk
and under an assumed name offer his
services 10 the grand.duke. ‘Then, aft-
er .gaining his confidence, when the
Tartars have invested Irkutsh, he will
betray the town and with it my broth-
er, “whose Nfe Is directly threatened.
This is what I have learned from_ my
secret intelligence, this is what the
grand duke does not know and this 18
what he must know!”

“Well, sire, an intelligent, courageous
courier’-—-

“1 momentarily expect one.”

“And {t ia to be hoped he wil] be ex-
peditions,” added the chief of police,
“for allow me to add, sire, that Siberia
iha tavomble land tor rebellions.”

All commiunication was interrupted.
{ Had the wires between Kalyvan and
Tomek been cut by Tartar sceuis, or
-had the emir himself arrived in the
Yenfaeiak provinces? Was all the low-
er part of western Slberia in a fer-
ment‘i ad t)m rebellion already
. | syresil t0 the eastern reglons? No one
The only agent which fears

could way,
Lthels 6614 Dot bebt; which. can pel- |

| broad shouldered,
 His powerful head possessed the flne

**8lre, he can bear cold, bunger, thirst,
fatigue, to the very last extremities.”

**He wust haye a frame of irvn.”

*“*Bire, he has.”

*And a heart?

**A heart of gold.”

“Hls name?” B

“Mlchael Rtrogoff.” M’

“Is he ready to set out?”

“Ie awaits your majesty’s orders In
the guardroom.”

“Let him comwe In,"” sald the czar.

In a few minutes Michael Ntrogoff,
the courler, entered the impertal 1
, brary.

The czar fixed a penetrating look
: upon him without uttering o word,
while Mlichael stood perfectly motion-
lesa.

Michael Strogoff was a tall, vigorous.
deep chested man.

features of the Caucasinn race.  His
well kpit frame seemed bullt for the

would base Leen a diticult task to
move such n man agalnst bis will, for
when his feet were once planted on the
ground it was ns if they had taken root.
As bhe doffed Lis Muscovite cap lorks
of thick curly halr fell over his broad,
massive forehead. When his ordinar!-
ly pale face became at all Bushed, it
arose solely from a more rapid action
of the heart, uoder the intluence of a
quicker circulation, His eyes of a deep
blue looked with a clear, frank, firm
gaze.

The slightly contracted eyebrows in-
dicated lofty heroism-—*‘the hero's cool
courage,” according to the detinition of
the physiologist. He possessed a tine
nose’, with laryge nostrils, and a well
shuped mouth, with the slightly pro-
Jeeting lips which depote o generous
aund noble heart.

Michael Ntrogoff had the tempera-

ment of a man of actiop, who does not
bite his nails or scratch his head in
doubt and {ndecision. Sparing of ges-
tures as of words, he always stood mo-
tionless like a soldier before bis supe-
rior, but when bie moved his step show-
ed o firmness, a freedom of movernent,
whijch proved the confidence and vivae-
ity of his mind.
Miclhael Strogoff wore a handsome
military uniform, something resembling
that of a light cavalry officer in the
tield—boots, spurs, half tightly fitting
trousers, brown pelisse, trimmed with
fur and ornamented with yellow braid.
On his breast glittered a cross and
medals.

Michael Strogoff b’elonged to the spe-
clal corps of the czar's couriers, rank-
Ing as an officer among those picked
men. His most discernible character-
\stic—particularly in his walk, his face,

‘In the whole mean, and which the czar

perceived dt a glance—was that he was
a *fulfiller of orders.” He therefore
possessed one of the most serviceable
qualities in Russia—one which the cele-
brated novelist Turgeneff says “will
lend to the highest positlons in the
Muscovite empire.”

In short, if any one could accomplish
this jourmey from Moscow to Irkutsk
across the rebellious country, surmount
obstacles and brave perils of all sorts,
Michael Strogoff was the man.

A citcuamstance especially favorable
to the success of his plans was that he
was thoroughly acquainted with the
country which he was about to trav-
erse and understood its different dia-
lects, not only from having traveled
there before, but because he was of
Siberlan origin.

When he was fourteen, Mlchnel Stro-
goff had killed his first bear qulte
alome. That was nothing. But atter
stripping it he dragged the glgantic
animal's skin to his father’s house,
many versts distant, thus exhibiting
remarkable strength in a boy so young.

Gifted with marvelous acuteness,
when every object ‘was hidden in mist
or even in higher latitudes, where the
polar night ¢ prolonged for many days,
bhe could find his way when others
would have had no idea whither to di-
rect thelr steps. He had learned to
m nlmmt fmpercentible -lzhl. the

by, the rizors.of winter

performance of feats of strength. It|

forms of lelcles, the appearance of the|

sirall branches of treea, mists rising
far away on the borizon, vague sonnds
in the air, distant reports, the flight of

bLirds throngh the fuggy atmosphere—a |

thousand circumstances which are 8o
muny words to those who can decipher
them. Moreover, tempered by snow
like 3 Damascus blade Ih the waters of
8Syria, he kad a frawe of iron, as Gen-
eral Kissoff had sald, apd, what was
no less true, a heart of gold.

The only sentiment of love feit by
Michael S8trogoff was that which he en-
tertained for bis mmotber, the aged Mar
fa, who could pever be Induced 1o leave
the house of the Strogods at Owsk, ob
the banks of the Istish, where the old
buntsman and she had lived so long to-
gether.  When her son left her, be
went away with a full heart, bu{ prom.
1sing to come and see her whenever he
could possibly do so, and this promise
he had always religiously kept.

When Michael was twenty, it was de-
cided that he should enter the personal
service of the emperor of Russia, in the
corps of the couriers of the czar. The
hardy, Intelligent, zealous, well con-
ducted young Siberian first distinguish-
ed himself especially In a journey to
the (‘faucasus, through the midst of a
difficult country, ravaged by some rest.
less successors of Nehamyl; then, later,
In an lroportant mission to Petrepolow-
skl, In Kamchatka, the extreme llmit
of Aslatic Russia. During these long
Journeys he displuyed such marvelous
coolness, prudence and courage as to
gain bim the approbation and protec-
tlon of his ch'ef, who rapidly advanced
biw in bis profession.

The furloughs which were his due
after these distapt missions, althongh
he might be separated from ber by
thousands of versts and winter had
rendered the roads aimost impassable,
lie had never failed to devote to his
o!d mother. Having been much em-
ployed 1u the south of the empire, he
had not seen old Marfa for three years

three ages—the fArst time (n his life
he had been so long absent from her.
Now, however, in a few days he would
obtain his furlough, and bhe had ac-
cordingly already made preparations
for departure fur Qmsk when the
events which bave been related oc-
curred.  Michael Strogoff was there
fure introduced inte the czar's presence
ln comiplete ignorance of what the em-
peror eapected frow him.,

The czar, appurently satisfied with
his scrutiny, went to bis bureau and,
mwotloning to the chlef of police to seat
himself, dictated in a low volce a letter
of pot more than a few lines. The let-
ter penned, the czar reread it attentive-
ly and then signed It, preceding his
name with these words, “Byt po
semon,” which, signifylng *“so be it,”
constitutes the decisive formula of the
Russian cuperors.

The letter was placed In an envelope,
which was sealed with the imperial
arms.

The c¢zar, rising, told Michael Stro-
goff to draw near.

Michael advanced a few steps and
then stood motionless, ready to an-
swWer.

The czar agaln looked him full in the
face, and thelr eyes met. Then in an
abrupt tone

“Thy name?’ he asked.

“Michacl Strogoff, sire.”

*“Thy rank?”’

*}(‘aptain in the corps of courlers of
the c¢zar.”

*Thou dost know Siberia?’

“I am a Slberian.”

“A native of"'—

*Omsk, rire,” £

“Hast thou relations there?’

“Yes, sire.”

“What relations?”

“My old mother.”

The czar suspended his questions for
1 mofnent, then, polnting to the letter
which he held in his hand, he said:

“Here {8 a Jetter which I charge thee,
Michael Strogoff, to deliver into the
hands of the grand duke and to no oth-
¢r but him.”

1 will deliver it, sire.”

“The grand duke is at Irkutsk.”

“I will go to Irkutsk.”

“Thou wilt have to traverse a rebel-
lious country, invaded by Tartars,
whose interest it will be to intercept
this letter.”

“T will traverse it.”

“Above all, beware of the traitor
Ivan Ogareff, who will perhaps meet
thee on the way.”

“[ will beware of him.”

“Wilt thou pass through Omsk ¥’

“Sire, that i3 my route.” -

“1f thou dost see thy mother, there
will be the risk of belng recognlzed.
Thou must not see her!”

Michael Strogoff hesitated a moment.

“I will not see her,” said he.

“Swear to me that nothing will make
thee acknowledge who thou art nor
whither thou art going.”

“I swear it.”

“Michael Strogoff,” continued the czar,
giving the letter to the young courler,
“take this letter. Onp it depends the
safety®of all Siberia and perhaps the
life of my brother, the grand duke.”

“This letter shall be delivered to his
highness the grand duke.” -

*“Thou wlilt pass whatever happens?”

“1 shall pass, or they shall kill me.”

“T want thee to live.”

“I shall live, and I shall pass,” an-
swetel Michael Strogoff.

The czar appeared satisfied with Stro-
goff’s calm and simple answer.

“Go, then, Michael Strogoft,” said he,
“go for God, for Russia, for my brother
and for myself."”

The courler, having saluted his sov-
ereign, immediately left the imperial
cabin'i and in a few minutes the New
mlace. -

*You made a good chotce thm, gen-
eral,” said the caar.

“I think so, sire,” replied General
Kissoff, “and your majesty may be
#ire that Michael Strogoft will do all
thit a toan can do.”
f.*Hﬁ is indeed & man,” said the csar.

CHAPTER IIL

HE distance between Mos
cow apnd Irkutsk, abgnt
to be traversed by Mi-
chael Strogoff, was 5,200
versts. Before .the tele
graph wire extended from
the Ural mountains to

the eastern frontier of Siberia the dis-

patch serviee was performed by cou-
rievs, those whe traveled the most rap-
idly taking eighteen days to get from

Aloscow to Irkutsk.

In the first place, however, be must
not travel as a courler of the czar usu-
ally would. No one must even suspect
wkhiat he really was. 8ples swarm in a
rebellious country, Let him be recog:
nized, and bis mission would be 1n dan
ger.  Alsu, while supplylng him with a
large sum of money, which was sutfi-
cient for bis journey and would facil)-
tate it In some measare, Genern! Kis-

"soff had not given him any document

specifying that he was in the emperor’s
service, which 1s the sesame par ex-
cellence.  He contented himself with
furnishiog him with a podorojna.

The podorojna was made out in the
name of Nicholes Korpanoff, merchant,
living at Irkutsk. It authorized Nicho-
las Korpunof to be uaccompanted, it
requisite, by one or more persons, and,
moreover, it was by special notification
made avallable in the event of the Mus-
covite governmient forbidding natives
of any other countries to leave Russia.

The podorojna is simply a permission
to take post horses, but Michael Stro-
goff was not to use it unless he was
sure that by so doing he would oot ex-
clte suspiclon as to his mission—that is
to say, while he was on Eurvpean ter-
ritory. The copsequence was that in
Siberia, while traversing the insurgent
provinces, he would have Do power

.over the relays either in the choice ot

horses in preference to others or in de-
manpding conveyvanees for his persona)
use. Nelther was Michael Strogoff to
forget that he was no lunger a courier,
but a plain merchant, Nicholas Korpa
noff, travellng from Moscow to Irkutsk,
and as such exposed to all the linped!
ments of an ordinary journey.

To pass unknown more or less rapid-
ly, but to pass somehow or other—such
were the directions he had received.

Thirty yeurs previously the escort ot
a traveler of rank conslsted of not less
thap 200 mounted Cossacks, 200 foot
souldiers, 20 Baskir borsemen, 300 cam-
els, 400 horses, 25 wagons, 2 portable
boats and 2 pleces of cannon. All this
was requisite for a journey in Siberia.

Michael Strogoff, however, had nei-
ther cannon nor horsemen nor foot sol-
diers nor beasts of burden. He would
travel in & carriage or on horseback
when be could, on foot when he could
not.

There would be no difficulty in get-
ting over the first 1,500 versts, the dis-
tance between Moscow and the Rus-
slan frontier. Rallroads, post carriages,
steamboats, relays of horses, were at
every one's disposal and consequently
at the disposal of the courier of the
czar.

Accordingly on the morning of the
16th of July, baving doffed his uniform,
with a knapsack on his back, dressed
in the simple Russian costume, tightly
fitting tunic, the traditional belt of the
moujik, wide trousers, gartered at the
knees, and high boots, Michael Stro-
goff arrived at the station in time for
the first train. He carried no arms,
openly at least, but under his belt was
hidden a revolver and in his pocket
one of those large knives with which a
Siberian hunter can 80 neatly disem-
bowel a bear without injuring its pre-
cious fur.

A crowd of travelers had collected at
the Moscow station. The stations on
the Russian railroads are much used ag
places for meeting not only by those
who are shout to proceed by the train,
but by friends who come to see them
off, It indeed resembles from the va-
riety of characters assembled a small
news exchange.

The train im which Michael took hls
place was to set himm down at Nijni
Novgorod. There terminated at that
time the iron road which, uniting Mos-
cow and St. Petersburg, will eventually
continue to the Russian frontier. It was
a journey of about 400 versts, and the
train would accomplish it in ten hours.
Once arrived at Nijni Novgorod, Stro-
goff would, according to circumstances,
either take the land route or the steam-
er on the Volga, so as to reach the Ural
mountains as soon as possible.

Michael Strogoff ensconsed himself
in his corner like a worthy citizen
whose affairs go well with him and
who endeavors to kill time by sleep.

Nevertheless, as he was not alone in
his compartment, he slept with one eye
open and listened with both his ears.

In fact, the rumor of the rising of the
Kirghiz hordes and of the Tartar inva-
sion had transpired in some degree.
The occupants of the cartiage, whom
chance had made his travellng compan-
fons, discussed the subject, though with
that caution which has become habit-
ual among Russians, who know that
spies are ever on the wateh for any
treasonable expressions which may be
uttered.

At the Wladimir station fresh trav-
elers entered the traln. Among others,
8 young girl presented herself at the
door of the carrlage occupled by Mi-
chael Strogoff.

A vacant place was found opposite
the courier of the cxar. The.young girl
took it after placing by ber side a mod-
est traveling bag of red leather which
seemed to constitute her luggage. Then,
seating herselif with downcast eyes, she
prepared for & journey which was still
to Iast several hours.

Michael Strogoff could not help look-
ing attentively at his newly arrived fel-
low traveler. As she was so placed as
to travel with her back:to the engine.
he even offered her his seat, ‘which she
might prefer to her own, but she thank-
ed him with a slight bend of her grace-
ful neck.

The young girl appeared to.be ubon\
‘Mixteen or seventeen years of nce. ng

o

bead, tnu’charmins. wasof m
Blavonl: .iype —slightly acvens, and
which would when a few summers had
pagsed over bher unfold Inpte wmanty
rather than mere prettiness. From be-
neath a sort of kerchief which she wore
on her head escaped {n profusion llgbt

golden hair. Her eyes were brown,
soft and expressive of much sweetness
of temper. The nose was straight and
attached to ber pale and somewhat thin
cheeks by delicate mobile nostrils. The
lips were finely cut, but it secemed as if
they had long since forgotten how to
smile,

‘The young traveler was tall and wup-
right, as well as could be judged of her
fizure from the very simple and ample
pelisse that covered her. Although she
was still a very young gfrl in the leeral
sense of the term, the development of
her high forehead and clearly cut fea-
tures gave the idea that she was the
possessor of a great moral energy. &
point which did not escape Michael
Strogoff. ﬁvidently this young girl had
already sdffered in the past, and the-
future doubtless did not present fiself
to her i{n glowing colors. But it was
none the less certain that she had
koown hew to struggle and that she
had resolved to struggle still with the
trials of life. Her energy wsas evident-
ly prompt and persistent agd her calm-
ness unpalterable even uander circum-
stapces in which a man would be likely
to give way or lose his self command.

Such was the Impression which she
produced at first sight. Michael Stro-
goff, being himself of an energetic tem-
perament, was naturally struck by the
character of her physiognomy, and,
while taking care not to cause her an-
noyance by a too persistent gaze, he
observed his peighbor with no small in-
terest. The costume of the young trav-
eler was both extremely slmple and
appropriate. She was not rich—that
could eas{ly be seen—but not the slight-
est mark of negligence was to be dis-
cerned in her dress. All her luggage
was contained in a leather bag under
lock and key, and which, for want of
room, she beld on her lap.

She wore a long, dark pelisse, which
was gracefully adjusted at the neck by
a blue tie. Under this pelisse a short
skirt, also dark, fell over a robe which
reached to her ankles and of which the
lower edge was ornamented with some
simple embroidery. Half boots of work-
ed leather and thickly soled, as if cho-
sen in the anticlpation of a long jour-
ney, covered her small feet.

Michael Strogoff fancied that he rec.
ognized by certain detalls the fashion
of the costume of Livonia, and he
thought that his neighbor must be a
native of the Baltic provinces.

But whither was this young girl go-
ing alone at an age when the fostering
care of a father or the protection of a
brother is considered a matter of ne-
cessity? Had she now come after an
already long journey from the prov-
inces of western Russia? Was she
merely going to Nijni Novgorod, or was
the end of her travels beyond the east-
ern frontier of the empire? Would
some relation, some friend, awalt her
arrival by the train, or was it not
more probable, on the coantrary, that
she would find herself as much isolated
in the town as she was in this com-
partment, where no one, she must
think, appeared to care for her? It
was probable.

Michael Strogoff observed her with
interest, but, himself reserved, . he
sought no opportunity of accosting her,
although several hours must elapse be-
fore the arrival of the train at Nljni
Novgorod.

At last the train, at half past 8 in the
evening, arrived at the station of Nijni
Novgorod.

Before any one could get out of the
carriages the inspectors of police pre-
sented themselves at the doors and ex-
amined the passengers.

Michael Strogoff showed his podo-
rojna made out in the name of Nicholas
Korpanoff. He had consequently no
dificulty.

As to the other travelers jn the com-
partment, all bound for Nijni Novgo-
rod, their appearance, happily for them,
was in nowise suspicious.

The young girl in her turn exhibited
not a passport, since passports are no
longer required in Russia, but .a permit
indorsed with a private seal and whieh
seemed to be of a special character.
The inspector read the permit with at-
tention. Then, having attentively ex-
amined the person whose description it
contained, he said:

“You are from Riga?”’

“Yes,” replied the young girl.

“You are going to Irkutsk?™

“Yes.” ,

“By what route?’

“By Perm.”

“Good!” rcplied the inspector. “Take

care to have your permit vised at the’

police station of Nijni Novgorod.” The
young girl bent her head In token of
assent. ) .

Hearing the questions and replies,
Michael Strogoff experience@ & min-
gled sentiment both of surprise and
pity. What, this young gir! alone jour-
neying to that faroff Siberis and at &
time when to its ordinary. dangers were
added all the perils of an fnvaded coun-
try and one in a state of insurrection?
How would she reach it? What wouid
become of her?

The inspection ended, the doors of
the carriages were opened, but before
Michael Strogoff could move toward
her the young Livonian, Wwhe had been

the first to descend, bed disappeared in

the crowd which thronged the plat-
forms of the railway station.

Nijni Novgored, Lower Novgorod, nlt-
usted at the junction of the Volga and
the Oka, is the chief town in the di.
triet of the same name. It was here
that Michael Strogoff was obliged io
{eave the rallyvay, which at the umq.
did not go beyoud this town. "Thus as
he advanced his traveling would be-

come first less speedy and then less

safe.
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