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FREE VASONRY.

THE REASONSOF CATHCLIC OPPOSI-
T1ON TO THE SECT.

Repeatealy Tordemned by Leadiamy .ad
Respectable Nen of all Countries, Fre-
testant and Catholic—The Origin o1 Free
Magoury is Dispated.

fThe raising by the Presbyterian so-
cieties of the guestion of the opposi-
tion of secret sociefies to Christianity,
leads me to explain the reasons of
Catholie onposition to the order of
Free Masonry, writes a Cathollic priest
to the New York Sun.

Free Masonry piofesses, by means
of symboliesl language and certain
ceremonies of imnitiation and promo-
tion, to lay downu a code of morality
tounded on the brotherhood of human-
ity only. Some writers apply the term
Free Masonry npt only to the Free Ma.
son proper, but also to all secret or-
ganizations which seek to undermine
Christianity and the political and so-
clal institutions that bhave Christianity
for their basis.

*The origin of Free Masgonry is dis-
puted. The Free Masons themseives,
in the language of their ritual, assume
the order to have begun its existence
&t the building of Solomon's Tempie,
but serious Masonic writers, as well
as all writers of repute, declare this
io be a conveniional ficion. Nor 18
any more value to be attached to the
attempts that are occaslonally made
to find a link between the pagan mys-
teries and Free Mssonry. Some writ-
ers trace Free Masonry to the heresies
of eastern origln and middle ages in
certain parts of Europe, such as those
of the Gnostics, Manicheans and Albig-
enses, some of whose tenets are, uu
doubt, apparent in the sect. The Bup-
pressed order of the Knignts of Tem-
plars, too, has been taken to have been
a source of the order, and this theory
may have some countenance in the
fact that a number of the knights in
Bcotland illleitly maintained their or-
ganization after the suppression, and
that it was from Scotland that Free
Masonry was brought into France at
the beginning of the last century.

But it seems more in consonance
with many known historical fagts to
trace the order to mediaeval gulld
of stone masons, who were populariy
called by the very name of Free Ma-
sons. During the middle ages the va-
rious trades were formed, with the ap-
probation of the Church, into gullds

ral, no one was permitted to follow a
trade for wages or profit, as appren-
tice, journeyman or master, until he
had been made free of the gulld rep-
resenuing that trade., Each gulld had
its patron saint, and several guuds, 1t
is certaln, had each {its peculiar rit-
ual, using Its own tools and technical
language In a8 symvuolical way {n the
ceremony of iuitiation and pt omotion—
tkat 18 to say, in entering aun apprea-
tice and at the end of h.,s (me declar-
ipg him a worthy fellow journeyman
or craftsman. The gu..d of Free )
sons ‘was singular in this. that it was
n.igratory, its members traveling un-
deyy their masters in organized bvodies
through all parts of lKurope., wherever
tneir services were required in ouild-
ing. When first referred to they are
tcund grouped about the monasteries,
¢s* ecially about those of the Benedle-
t..es. The earllest form of inhlation
used is said to bave been suggested by
the ritual for the reception of a Bene-
dictine novice,

{The south of France, where a large
Jewish and SBaracenic element re-
mained, was a hotbed of heresies, and
that region was also a favorite one
with the guild of masous. ,It i3 .-
serted, too, that as far bhack as the
twelfth century the lodges of the guild
enjoyed ithe special protection pf the
Knights Templars. It 138 easy in this
way to understand how the symbolical
allusions to Solomon and his temple
might have passed from the knighis
into the Masonic formulary. In tlas
‘way, too, might be explained how, af-
ter the suppression of the order of the
Temple, some of the recalcitrant
knights, maintalning their influence
over the Free Masons, would betuble
to transform their old ceremnony into
an elaborate ritual that should impart
some of the errors of the Templars to
the initisted. A document purporting

Free Magons in England and in the
time of Henry VII, seems to bear a
1ikenesns to Free Masonry now, In Ger-
many the guild was purnerous and was
formally recognizxed by a diploma
granted in 1480 by Emperor Maximil-
Jan. But the sanction was flnally re-
voked by the imperial diet im 1707.
So' far, however, the Free Masomt
were really woirking stone masons;
but the so-called Cologne climrter—the
gehuinfeness of which seems obwous—
drawn up in 1535 at a reuntomn of Free
Masons’ gathored at Cologhs to cele.
brate the openiug of the cithedral edi.
“fice, 18 sigmed by Melancthon, Coligny,
and othet Hke names, Nothing certaln
1z known of the Free Masons—now ev-
idently become a sect—during the sev-
entecath century, except that in 164¢
®las Ashmole, an Englishman, founa.
ed the order of Rose Crolx, Rosicru-
¢lans, or Hermetic ¥ree Masons—a 30
ciety which was said to have mingled
alchemy and other occult sciences with
Pantheism. ‘I'his order “soon becamd

cfent guide and

ocondemned by leading and respectabls.

Benedict XIV., 1751; “Eeclesism Josy
“Christf,” Plus VII., 1821; “Qut Eravio

-;“Humnnh Gaenua?

which undertook to formulate a phtloe
ophy or a religion of thelr own.

As we know it now, howerver, Fre
Masonry.first appemred in 1725, whes
Lord Derwentwater, a supporter of th
exiled Stuart Jdynasty, introduced th

asserted authority from a lodge at Xil
winning, Scotland. This formed ™
basis of that variety of Free Masonr)
called the Scottish Rite.. Rival organl
zations soon sprang up. Charatter
were obtained from. a lodge at York
which was said to bave bdeem of ver
ancient foundation. Ia 1764 Martina
Pasquales. .. . Uriuglee. . ., DEFRD if
some of the 'rench lodges the new de
gree of “Cohens,” or priests, whiel
was afterwards developed inte a sy
tem by Saint Martin, and {s usually re
ferred to a8 ‘ti?‘rench"dumtnhm * Bu
it remained for Adam Welshaupt, pro
fessor of canon law at the University
of Ingolstadt, in Bavaria, to give a de
finite shape to the amti-Christian tend
ency of Free Masonry, as (atnholics re
gard them. Im 1776, two years afte
the expulsion of the Jesuits from th:
university, he brought together a num
ber of his pupils and friends and on
ganized the order of the luminatl
which he established on the already
existing degrees of Free Masonry. The
avowed object of the Illuminati was tt
bring back mankind—beginning wit}
the INluminated—tc the primitive 1d
berty by destroying religion, by sub
stituting for religion this newest phil
osophical invention and by reshaping
{deas of property, society,
elc. One of the ITuuminati, & Sicllan
Joseph Balsamo, otherwise Cagliostro
organized what he called Cabalistl
Free Masonry, under the name of th
Rite of Mlsra.!m. He¢ it was who it
1783 predicted the overthrow of the
Frénch monarchy. Indeed, Free Ma
®onry was very active in the Frenc!
Revolution.

{n 1781 a great assembly of all th
Masonic rites, held at Wilhelmsbad, 13
Hanover, under the pres'dency of tht
Duke of Brunswick, rep.sed to recog
nize Weishaopt's system, but at the
«ame time permitted the most un
Catholic tenets of Iliuminism to be en
grafted on the higher degrees of Ma
s0nry, especially of the so-catled Scotel

was established at Charlestown, Ix
South Carolina, by some officers of th:
French auxiliary army. ‘The rite has
been introduced Into the Unfted States
by English colonists.

In France the sect was oficially ree
ognized by the government of Napol
eon IIL, but advanced Free Masons
bore this unwillingly, as it involved
restraint. An avowed belief in God was
required for initistion, but this re
quirement, through the eflforts of M
Mace of the wuniversity was finally
abolished 1n the convention of Fres
Masons held in Paris, Sept. 14, 1877,

A recent French writer malntaing
that Free Masonry is—unknown to
most of the craft—managed by five o1
alx Jews who vend its influence 1ir
every possible way to the furtherance
of the anti-Christian movement that
Dasses under the name of liberalism.
Throughout Continental Europe, In the
Spanish- -American states and in Brazil
Free Masonry has of late years agals
become very active. The war agsinsi
the Catholic Church in Germany hat
no more bitter supporter than Fred
Masonry. If the Kulturkampf was not
directed from the lodges, at least near
ly all its leaders were Free Masons. In
France and Belgium the lodges have
officially commanded their members
to nslht the Ligue de I'Enselghnement
—4 league intended to bring sbout the
complete secularization of the prlmar’
pblic schoois,

in the English-speaking countrtu
however, Free Masonry has hitherte
protested its respect for government
and established soclety, and it has nof
had any immediate action on politics
dts memb usually found as numep:
ous in one political party as another.
But it bas never failed indirectly to
use its influence for the adyancement
of its members over others. English:
speaking Free Masons have usually
been accustomed to regard the panthe.
ish of the ritual as an amusing mum-
mery rather than a'reality. These Free
Mgsons usually disown their order anjy
alms but those of a, convivial mutua!
benefit society, but Catholics see thmi
fondifferentism In religion is at least
one of the necessary results of Eng:
lish-speaking Free Masonry at its best,
and the constant influx into the Enge
lish-speaking
Continental Free Magons must neces-
sarily impregnate the order with al}
the poison of the Continental sect.
The Catholle church retounces Free
Masonry as essentially opposed- to thie
bellet in the personality of God, whose
name -in the Masonic ritual veils the
doctrine of blind force only governing
the universe, as alsc essentially sub-.-
versive of legitimate suthority, by pro-
femaing to  furpish man asn ail-suffi.
us heiping to make
him independent of the Church, and
betause by its everywhers ridicmling.
rank and authority it tends, in spite
of ‘Hia protest of loyalty, to bring all
govermment into contempt.

Freé Masonry hss been repeatedly

men of all conntries, Protestant and
Catholic. Five bulls have been direct.
od against it by name, viz: “In emb
ment!,” Clement X11,, 1738; “Proﬂd,u.’

™,” Leo XIKI., 1826; “Qnanh curs,’
Piul IX,, 1864; and the Intest sné
strongest: trom Leo xm., mﬁﬂd

order into France on the strength o

Rite. About this time the Scotch Ritt/

countries of Jews and|-kive me grace to kKeep it wirte | rcmnn

“tlon, and an urbanity that even ﬂu‘,
stragy.of . controversy. cannot. :rufia.l
His recent, address-at:the Uniwersity. ot}
Chicago was one of the hest things:he | ¢h
SO0k, out fow o

-the _mukgy Asys.in..yonz,. charsctes:.

_bas done, -

welcome to thess muggy :
' good thing to have one to whom onefthé
can go. and say: “Well, I have mede u | it
“boteh of it this timé; hut things weis] tioabls, -wi
againgt me!’
olics were admittell to. the confessions
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The Taith. aml Fhs: of & wu-m o]
. Emigrants Rewarded’ in m l!lme
Frow' \Watery Graves an = Frip m
Liver peel ta Naw Yark, . -

Anything which Increases nmnﬁw
o the rosary, writes M. 'Dufly In the
Catholic Columblan, and adds to ‘the
Zlory of the ll!othar of in partls-:
ularly appropriate in this, the month:
consecrated to thi¥ most beautlfal o
all the prayers of the Church, Whers’
fore the little story here amndcds H
the touching faith and plets ot l‘i
tle band of emigrsmts, will
with pleasure by all cllents ot the
Blessed Mother. We will let the nar
rator of the {ale speak for herself:

"Sunday, ‘October S, 1B58, was {Ne!
feast of the Holy Rosary, The nexi
day, Monday, I left my home In ¥e
land, after asking the fifteen members
of my rosary band to pray for me. it
was the feast of St. Francls, and I, put}
myself under his protection, and thai}
of my Guardian Angel, and invoked
the care of the Blessed Virgin, promis-
ing to say the fffteen decades of the
rosary every day while &t sea,

This was faithfully done. . ch'ers
day ai 1 oclock I Tang a bel
for all Catholics to come and joiv
in the recitation of the joyful mys
terfes; the sorrowful mysteries were}
recited at four, and the five gloriout§
mysteries at 6 o'clock,
We salled from Liverpool on Qotoba
11 with fair winds and had a prosper
ous voyage until the 18th, when nem
the banks of Newfoundland, a storm
was encountered, which partly wreck !
ed the ship. She was turned over onj
one side and the crew and elrnQnteu
could do nothing except pump - $hel,
water out to keep her from llnldm;
We were all locked down mmtil thef
22nd, when the captain came down
and asked the first mate, the stewiard
and the ship's carpenters If they could,

irg, as he threw up his hands:.. -

“If you can't, in five minutes wo wl[l
all be in etarnftyl” »
cry for meroy that went up! Thestew.
ard's wife was a Catholic, and I beg-
ged her to msk her husband to-take me
on deck. He safd it -meant. cortmin
death to do 30, as the ship m onhgr
side. Y replied:

“Well, it Is death, umlv. and’ )
want to go up there and prayi!

water, scapulars, Agnes: Dels
many other objects 6f devotion. . -Ax

crying with the-Apostles of old, “Lord |
save us, or we perish! O Mary, star
of the sea, save us from the awful
clutch of the ocean!” With thesepray.|
ers, joined in by all the Catholies “on
board, with deep and wonderful fer
vor, I promised the Blessed Virgin
that If saved, I would be falthful

and work always for the honmor and
glory of God. ‘While we prayed, many

soon, as if by a miracle, the ship turn.

all began to cry:
acle!” and every one without . sxcegw
tion, unfted in prayers of thanksgiv:

seen such a hurricanas, .

Queen of the Rosary, we arrived sately
in New York on Saturday, November
6 Assoon as we got ashore, I hired a|.
porter to direct me to the. neareni‘
Catholic church. What was my .joy|-
when I found the churgh to be named,
“Mary, Star of the Sea.”
newed the promises made on the ocean
and returned grateful tlunka for my
safe arrival. ¢ | |~ i

The next day, Sunday, T went to

8t. John, “{f you 4gk the Father any-|

you.”

made my promige to. .. and mu‘
Blessad Mothoer, and I hope e wiil,

on earth, as I have tried?to do-In the
years that have passed. Qg
PROTESTANT TRIBUTR ’1'0 COM‘
FESSIONAL .

most forcelyl characiers now mttract-|:
ing public interest. He never dissy-
nts his admirers by falling below »:

certain bigh level of, performance, Ju.|..

hex s atyle, too,.that carries.. convig.
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do nothing more to save the ship, say |:

Ob, T sball never forget- the awiul

So he took me up, 1 taking bo!s

he held me up, I threw the holy wate| ¥
and the other things against the wind{-

through Iife in reciting the rosary,|
unbelievers on board tried to distrsol} ti
us, and sneered at our devotions; bull
ed so as to enable the carpenters ti} g ;

g0 to work repairing her, and then| g
“A mirscle, & mir| her of

ing. The captsln said he had ‘héen-61) <
the wea for forty years and had’ never 5
8o, with .thanks to Qod. sand m ;'h

There | res|.

masg, and for the sermon, -the priest|
took his text from-the 16th,chapter of Bta
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Out in, Nebraska, c:ei‘gh ‘
‘sity and cgl,km Neom 1 -
mlnnlpm .

in which’ theu mtqm&nu e
*Through the dberality of Count Jx
"A, Creighton we are now adding.to ow
buildings and mhall in the-newe-futwr:
be able to accommodate a larger aum |
ber of students than befors, We £aX:
& occasion of this {mprovement to  In
Torm the pubHc that Qreighton Col
lege; -of the Craighton University, is 1| X
frea Catholle college: for young ' men ] 2
and that its advantages are aot limit | HORe
ed to the reaidents of Nebraskn,.: A} & %
classical and scleniific oourse ot savert « The
years s open to all applicanta of good] rect
moral character, and. -no-.charge . u}
- made for, tultion during the -entirve
course, Three years of this - colaxm
correspond to the ordinary high shogl
and four years to- the ushal “colDege
iurgm;lum lending up m thn nmgq or
The Loretto xuguum. umme& al
the Mother House" ‘at  Nerinx, Km.
brings & gratifying message with re| o
Faed to the varlous ' scxdemles: oon
ducted by thé Loteitine ofder.” 8ayf} , .
| that- perlodical:  “The new kcademyf -
In Katzas City, Wo., htﬂ been cbliged]
to refuse twetmr-one ers Qver:, ¥
werk ago. The new ¢ sichool in’ Hunta
ville, Ala., offened’ well.  The hew|
sonaol at Maysville,” Ky., enrolled 1;
puplls the first diy snd expects
Teast twenty more. The Sacred: H
sthodl in B Paso nnnouncel a -
téndancs: ot four ﬁundred. X St.
Acudemy. Danver.

mty of this 1
;::i:»?::. % 2‘5&

IIO A ember,

woe“ Bial. Achnol"
nected wm: SL , Cotumba’s: ehure)

of Port Dopoult xmmt, with  Jimy
stone trlmm!nu. Ib oonhilli sightoen,

andltorlum and. bcmnent.
torlum is-38 Teet.high; 47

thing in My Name, it will. bqs!Ven s
It Is forty-three years now since-1 ":’;“" od

Dr. E. B..Andrews, former presidans | Focdved wil * !
of Brown univemt;, Is. one.of . the ﬁc State or-city mmmsnw_
i
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He saids .
The Roman Catholic Charch: fe mowt:|

1 ottm wish non-Cathe}
1 have often thought it. wonld. be.

conduclve to aiding xaen. o form new.i.ds
md better. mxt;; The: '
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