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The elder Juseph Montague had
lost his life at Gettysburg, and a large
fortune, which among other things in-
cluded a flourishing dry goods estab-
lishment in Detroit was divided
equally between his nephew and niece.
The young people would have gone
housekeeping in that city at once had
it not been for Helen’s poor health
whieh had been the result of over-
work in school. As soon as the estate
was settlcd, and Joseph was able to
leave his business, he started to take
his sister to Florida to spend the
winter, with hopes of her regaining
her strength. On their way they
t . stopped at Glendale intending to re-
' main but & day or two. Only long
enough to see where her dear brother
had come so near losing his life and to
make the acquaintance of the South-
ern girl who saved him. From what
he had told her she loved Gertie long
beforg she saw her and when she had
the happiness of becoming well ac-
quainted with her she was not dissap-
' pointed. '

Assoon as an opportunity presented
itself Joseph said to Mr. and Mrs
Levimore, ‘‘I have an sapology to
make. Since my last visit to Glen-
dale I have often looked back with a
feeling akin to remorse when I re
membered how I, an entire stranger,
permitted myself to be cared for three
weeks by your young daughter with-
out the knowledge of even her
mother ; worse still I exacted from
her & promise never to tell of me until
- the war was over. I felt at the time
I was not doing quite right and my
remorse was deepened whenin imagin-
ation, I placed my dear Helen in the
same position ; but it seems as if I
were surrounded by epies on every
gide and I was continually in mortal
fear of being taken prisomer. The
weakened state to which my wound
had reduced meincreased my nervous-
pess ; but let me assure you I meant
the young lady no harm, sod while in
her company [ tried to imagine that
it was my own sister, Helen, who was
ministering to my wants. Even when
I was miles away, I was tempted to
retarn and free her from ber promise
but dared not. Can you,her parents,
forgive me now the wrong I did your
| daughter ?”’ o

«“U'nder these circumstances,] will,"”’
said Mr. Levimore, ‘'but I assure you
had I known on my return fo my
regiment after my daughter’s funeral
I was leaving a blue coat in my own
barn, it would have. gone hard with
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Q“It would have been but just ; but
it is all over now and I hope that we

shall hereafter be friends.’’

««We will,”” said the colonel, and
extending his left band he firmly
clasped in true fiiendship the band
which but a few months before might
have been raised to take his life.

Mrs. Levimore’s iaterest iu the

. motherlees young lady was so deep
that she would not hear of her contin-
uing ber journey a8 soon as they had
intended, and she gave the young people
a pressing invitation to remain for

' several days. Mr. Levimore learned

that it had been a great inconvenience
t0 Joseph to leave his businees, and
nothing but solicitude for his sister’s
health could have prompted him to do
it. The young lady was already

showing signs of improvement and a

1 preseing invitation was extended to

her to remain until Christmas while
her brother was to go back to his
store’

¢¢You need not be afriid to trust
her with as,’’ said Mrs. Levimore,”
for we will take as good eare of her as
if she were our own dsughter.

«] agaure you I am not,”’ said
Joseph, *for the mother of a young
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could not be otherwise than kind to

tell you how much I appreciate your
offer.”

Helen was left alone st Glendale
and on . Christmas eve her brother,
who had left his business in good
hands so that he could remain away
for several weeks, eame to take her to
Florida. When he saw the glow of
health on her face he knew there was
Jittle need of it, but he had promised
her the trip and she should have it.

These Christmas holidays would
bave been most happy were it not for
one thing; no tiding, as yet,had come
{. .. from James and by all but his father

+ e was mourned se dead. Mr. Levi.

lady who onee saved an enemy’s life pl

my sister and I cannot find words tojS

mare still kept his counsel, but it myde
the separation no less bitter now, he
fally realized the meaning of the
words : *The time may come when
you will wish to see your son and you
cannot have him.”’ .

After New Year's the guests took
their departure and at the earnest re-
queit of Helen, Gertie was allowed-to
accompany them. Mr. and Mrs
Levimore knew well what the result
would be, but Joseph had proved him-
self so true a gentleman and devoted
a brother that they were no longer
afraid to trust their daughter in his
company; and they werenot surprised,
when on the return of the travelers in
the early spring, the young gentle nan
asked for Gertie’s hand in marrisge.
The parents did not object, but they
insisted upon the young people’s
waiting for two or three years until,as
Mrs. Levimore said, they would be
old enough to understand better the
sacred duties upon which they were to
enter. [t seemed a long time to
Joseph, but he was content to wait if
in the end he might have his dear
Gertie. :

The three years of probation’ were
over and Glendale was thronged with
brilliant guests who had come to at-
tend the wedding. None were more
welcome than Lord and Lady Saxom
and their daughter who bad comefrom
Ireland to see Gertie married, as well
as to make the acquaintance of thoge
among whom [rene bad been hrought
up. They had intended to remain mt
the home of the bride-elect, but Frank
Tone insisted upon his Melissa’s spend-
ing most of her time at her old home
where he was leading & lonely life ;
o for a few happy weeks Irene as she
was now called, reigned as mistress of
the Oaks, while her parents were her
guests. The wedding was a grand
affuir, and to Lord Saxon’s daughter
was given the honor of being first
bride’s maid. After it was over the
tourists went on an extended western
trip andon their way back to New
York stopped fur a few days in De-
troit where they were royally enter-
tained by Mre. Montague and her
gister-in-law in their beautiful new
home.

In New York Ireme found Hugh
O’Neil’s widow living in obscurity
and almost in poverty, toiling hard
with her needle in order to support
herself and daughter. Hugh had re-
turned to herimmediately after secing
Irene in her own home, but after all
the suffering he bad caused her he
would ooly be reminding her of the
past by remaining with her so he soon
enlisted. *‘After the war is over, *’
he said, ‘* If you wish to take me
back, I may return,”’bgt it was not
long ere a message came saying that
he was dead, and her father dying
soon after she was now all alone with
her little .girl. Our hercine was
deeply touched to see the state of
poverty to which the once wealthby
womau had been reduced and she
wished to help her to better her con-
dition.

After the downfall of slavery Frank
Tove had retained many of his peo-
ple to whom he paid good wages; but
since Aunt Dora’s death it seemed
that there was no one who could
please him as a housekeeper. Meg
might have filled the place well, but
as if in atonement for the past, Mr.
Levimore had givea Jack a pleasant
little home of his own and Meg, with
many apologies to Master Frank
whom she otherwise would not have
left, went to be mistress of it. She
felt that she had all she could do in
attending to her own household duties
and caring for Jack and their in
creasing family. Mr. Tone had told
Melissa that he had at last - decided to
hire a good middle-aged white woman
to look after his household affairs ;
and Mrs. O’Neil, she thought wounld
be a proper person. Through her in-
fluence the widow and her child were
soon established at the Oskn and their
days of privistion and poverty were
over.

Ina letter to Melissa, several weeks
later, Frank wrote, *‘I am very much
essed with the housekeeper you sent

-

me and had I traveled the whole
country through I do not think X eould
have done better. She iy a perfect well-
bi-ur lady, fit to grace any perlor, but
phe never shrinks from duty; and as
for her little girl, when our Melissa
lefi me it seemed as if I conld never

‘find another to fill her place ; but

plesse do not be jealous and think that
my love for you is growing cold if I
tell you that our little Rachael is daily
growing more and more dear to me.

cause she reminds me & great desl of
my little gypsie girl.”’

Melisea was greatly pleased over
the good news and she was not sur-
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I do not know why it is- unless be-|.

that the Oaks bad another mistress,
Frank Tone's third marrisge, like his
first had been a marringe filled with
pureand holy love but this time he
was slmost at & loss to knew which
be loved more the woman he made his
wife or the child his dmughter. The
union was & moit happy one for both
parties having experienced the mdnes
of 0 unbhappy marringe, knew how
to fully appreciate and enjoy the
bleeings of having twe kindred souls
upited. .

There is a mistaken idea which
worldlings too often entertsin that the
young lady, especially if she be a
person of wealth and high position
who shows any marked intlination to
piety combined with a distaste for
gentlemen’s company is destined to
lead a religious life, snd-such was he
idea which many had ip regard to our
young heroine. True, Lord Saxon's
beautiful home was often thrown open
to admit guests who were aslways wel-
come; but the round of brilliant,social
grities which almost, eade a publio
ball room of the home of other noble-
men was unknown here. TIhe lord
and bis invalid lady baviog lived so
many yesrs withoat the socisty of
young people had cared little for com-
pany, and Irene on her return having
tired of the gay life Bessie Tone had
forced npon her, was too happy in the
sanctuary of her own desr home to
care to be continually molested by
strangers. I do not memn to sy that
she wished to shut herself np entively,
from society, for many was the plesayt
party in the neighborhood, as wekl as
in her own home, where she was con-
sidered & belle. The imterest of her
friends had been greatly deepened by
the strange story of her lifo, and
many admired the free ted, easy
manner which they thought .she had
lemrned in the gypsie camp and the
wilds of Kentucky. Swuitors, she had
many. BShe might bave married well
shortly after she came home, but she
mildly but firmly repulsed them all.
This, together with the faot that she
sttended Mase dsily, received holy
communion on every Bundsy and
holy day, besides spending much of

intended to become a religious.

“It is too bad,’’ sasid many of the
worldly-wise, who thought more of
her wealth than of her eternal salva-
tion, ‘‘that such & noble family should
end in the convent and all of those
grand estates be distributéd among
the ignorant poor or go tothe church
which has money enougch.” InIrene’s
mind there were no snch thoughts.
S8he was happy to diwide with the
poor, and she greatly admired the life
of the noble religious who had given
up sll for the richer rewsards of etern-
nity; but she knew well that such vo-
cations came from Hemven and are
given to but a chosen few; and that
few are not; as too many blindly sup-
pose, those who being disppointed in
earthly love seek to hide their broken
bearts ina cloister. Buch are not
wanted in the convent, but the pure
hearts which are to be entirely conse-
orated to Him whose spouses they are
to become.

Had Irene never met James Levi-
more, or had he gone away without
telling her of his love she might have
miarried snother; but hers wass heart
that once having been given eould
never be freely bestowed upan another.
It had now been ten years since she
had last seen him, and from the fre-
quaent letters she received from his
sisters she knew that he had never
been heard from. His own family,
with the exception of his father who
still kept bis secret, had long since
mourned bim as dead, and he feared
thathe had sent hisonly son away to
death ; but something in the girl's
heart told her that her ¥over still lived
snd she continied to watch and pray
for bis return. :

“Irene,”” said Lady Saxon one. day
as they sat alone in  her mother's
room, ‘:your father and-I are growing
ohd and we would Iike to se you have
& protector before we die.”

“You are not old, andI hope you
may both live to enjey mmny wyears.
';:i:th me yet, 50 please do 108 spemk of
t !)' '

though you arestill young, your own
years are gliding sway ss well w
ours and we would lilketo e you
married.”’

¢‘Married, mother desr, it would be
s groat injustice both to mywelf and
my husband to give my bhand without
my heart.” .
“You sre doing youirmlf s great
wrong, my dear child, in thes mourn-
ing your life away for ome who is un-
doubtedly dead long ago..
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A Zealous Priest, Davoted to his Incred
Qalling and a Successful Exeocutive.

Rev. James T. Dougherty, who has
recently been appointed rector of St
Agnes’ church, Avon, was ordained
in Troy, Oct. 28,"1887.

Attar ordination he spent six months
at the Cathedral, then wag temporary
rector at Honeoye Falls and Eaat
Rush, six months; | two yeara asiiatant
at St. Mary’s, Auarn ; three years

tery, added new windaws and stations

and hial residence— and leaves
the parish in excellent congdition with
but $200 debt: $100 oo cemetery and
$150 due teachers. Out of his smsll
salary he has generously comtributed
$100 exch year to 8t, Patrick's
church. He organized the Aloysian

sponnes to the several gifls, brielly
viewing his happy 1
field of Iabor in which he should ever}
hold praye
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und that it will prove 10 be anad-
litional axpense to an already over:
burdened postal system. ~Awxa matter
of fact, it is rather hard to oconj

ture why the postal aystem’of Hisf v

Reading circle, the Bible claw gnd
tlie Cadets of the Bacred Heart and
has done much efficient work in the
parochial school. In 1884 he built &
new church at Groveland, added]
statues and leaves that mimion unen-
cumbered by debt. The Dansville

‘““Fathiers Dougherty . has alwo been
prominently interested in tempersnoe:
work and the moral and literary ad-
vancement of the community, He js
highly esteemed and beloved by all

his nobleness of character and un-
bounded charity, Gentle, patient and,
kind toward the weak and erring, and
with gracious affection for his spiritus}

endeared himeelf to the people of
Dangville who, ]
departure, wish him God spesd and
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