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At this command two of the at­
tendants moved to the bark side of 
t h e room, where thev unhooked u 
Btout chain from the wall, mid ax 
they allowed it to slide through 
the i r hands a ourious niece of ma­
chinery descended directly in front 
of the table. It con-dated of a stout 
ba r of iron which was suspended 
midway upon the chain and there 
rested parallel with the ceiling. Fp -
on each end of this bar were straps 
of iron armed with springs aud 
screws. At a motion from the 
monk the prisoner was led hack till 
h e stood directIv beneath the har, 
and then his arms were seized and 
raised up. He ntruggled some and 
Cursed more, but he was soon over­
come. The iron bands were pa^ed 
around his wrist's, and connected 
with these were two small cups 
which were slipped over the thumbs. 
'After these had been firmly secured 
the chain was tightened, and the fel­
low's hands were raised far above 
bis hoad. There were two results 

f roduc«*d bv tightening the chain. 
t not onlv tended to draw the 

thumbs bnek upon the wrists, but 't 
also twisted the thumb, the two cups 
being armed with filohke teeth with­
in find closing tightly upon the flesh. 

'"Now, sir," hjioke Vladimir lowly 
and deeply, "I am going to u*k 
these questions again, and you will 
do well to answer them truly. Will 
you tell mr where Kuril* N«;vel i s?" 

" I don't know." 
"Will you tell me where you paw 

him last ?" 
" I haven't seen him since he 

fought the duel with Pamonoff." 
"Beware!" 
" I have not." 
"Mark me1#I have bad you watch­

ed, and I know that you have seen 
Nevel within these three days. This 
I know, BO I have no hesitation in 
t he courso I am about to pursue. 
Once more, where is Kuric Nevel ?" 

The man hesitated now, but his 
answer was still the same. He 
would not tell. 

Vladimir made a motion to the 
two men who stood by the wall, and 
they gave a pull upon the chain. 

" 0 God! gasped the prisoner 
as the painful twist aud wrench 
came upon has. thumbs. 

itation, one single moiiu'iit, and 
then the miserable wretch j^uve up. 

"He's in the butldiouse." 
" H a ! Where?" 
" In the old bathhoufte near the 

river on tin- Tula pa** in one of the 
vaults!" 

"Verv well. Let him down." 
Tfie chain vi,i* .-],n ki-d up, and 

' Frederic Vi-k;i \\i\< orx••• more upon 
hi* feet. He trembled vet, for there 
wa- pain in hi- anus. 

"N'nW . CJITV- llllll o u t , " u n b r e d 
Vladimir, "ami bring tb*< other one 
in." 

I n a f«w muiju-ntji mur^ I^'^ko 
Totrnn wa>- before the strange tri­
bunal. He trembled feurfullv, for 
he had been whriv he could hear his 
companion'- grc.ans without hearing 
what hf said. 

"Lesko Totma," spoke the monk 
in a low, deep tone, "we have givi-n 
you time far thought, and mayhap 
you have your memory brightened 
by this tune. N.>w, where is Rune 
W v e l ? " 

" I don't know." 
"Ah, you still forget, eh?" 
" I npv.-r knew " 
"A rno-t htrange forgetfulne-;-., I 

mus»t ronfess. Let the mt>-fpr<-t. t -
be adjusted!" 

' 'Oh, inercv ! huri't IIII-HUT ine!" 
t But no notice was taken of his 
cries. The strap- and conn-iil cup-
were udju-teil mid the chain drawn 
tight. At the l iM turn of the .-elf 
a c t i n g screw tilt- fellow -hri i -kr i l . It 
was not HO ninth with the pre-ni t 
pain as with tin* fenr of w but wa- to 
come. The \er\ prc-.it'i' of the 
place, so dark and di-mal, had inurp 
effect upon hi- mind than it had tip-
on his companion. 

At a second pull of tin- chain he 
groaned and begged for inercv, He 

heart. He had broken the rope 
froro his arms on the first day of his 
confinement, 'and he had hopi-d to 
ovt-rconne the man who brought him 
food and drink and thin* make his 
escape, but no human being had yet 
conic in to him. Hit} food had been 
pa/.-ed in through a small wicket. 

"And this is the end of life!" he 
murmured to him-elf as he paced 

.slowly to and fro across the dun­
geon. "Thus ends all the hopes of 
youth, and here the pra_\ers of a life­
time muxt.clo.-e in one last hope— 
one hope of heaven when earth has 
passed away! My mrJther, no fare­
well can reach thee from the lijw of 
thv MHI. He will he down in thu 
dark -lumber of death, ami thou 
idialt not know his renting plaee! 
And thou, loved (>n»» <>)i, thou 
fondly cherished, wildlv wor-hiped 
being—thv sin lie* can shine no more 
fur me' Oh, Kimahiid, would that I 
could see thee but once— that once 
more i might pn*«w tln-i- to mv U>*-
oin mid bid thee remember nn- when 
I a i n gone! Had I nev t-r M-CIJ thee 1 
might not he here now! And vet, 

0 Gud, for life it.«*tf I would not 
wipe awav the written .-torv of that 
holy low from my heart!" 

The thought of Rosalind < aine 
heavily upon him. All el-e ln-i-ould 
give up in a higher hope than that 
of earth** but for lu-r he held a 
strange fear. She would l>e anoth­
er's. 

"And must it be -<> ?" be contin­
ued after some minute- of painful 
reflection. "Alar-, she w ill be nothing 
to me hereafter! M\ mother will 
know her .MHI, but Ihi-alind will 
know another! And. vet -he mav 
carry the old love with her alvvavs. 
She may never forget it. < )h, could 
1 b u t o n c e " -

H e s t o p p e d - u d d e l i h . fur h e 
heard a footfall in the low pas-age 
rIo*e bv t h e duili_'i-"Il He ! l - l c l i e d , 
and he heard iiion- There were -ev-
eral f e e t , a m i -nun he heard Voices . I 
He nmvrd lank to the i-\treiiut\ of 
t h e i j M l l d t imd l l - t e l l e . | T h e f ee t 
stopped, and the -miiid of grating 
iron, like the draw ine; nf a bolt, w .is , 
heard Soon alieiwurd the door 
was opened, and the light from u ' 
lantern Ha-bed into the i>bn e. I'or ' 
a few moment- the pri-oner wan 
b l i n d by the - u d d e l i t r.lIM t lop, b u t ' 
by decree- he o w n .nue the ihtTiriil- , 
tv and wa- aide'to look up. j 

T h e tir«t objec t Upon whlc h h n 

ridor led off to where a wing of the 
building had luM-ii partlv Uxrti awav, 
and they soon cuine t<« a largf < in u-
lar apartment, in the center of 
which vva- a deep ba-ni where in 
war.- gone bv people had been wont 
to bathe. -The wall- looked grnn 
and ragged by the feeble n n - of the 
lantern, and the ilnli wind came 
moaning through tin- i r.»< k- and 
crev lies in the decaying ma-«*nrv._ 

"The re , " spoke one of the guides 
a- lie set hi- lantern upon the top of 
a I Token column. "We will -top 
her.-/' 

T h e Word.- Were -poke l i III a s o r t 
of h l l - h e i i , Ullllieri it'll! t o l i e , atld 
If.iric felt them -trike feifrfullv uji-
mi him. He ga/ed upon tin- man 
who had spoken, and I •• siw that in-
v\a.- preparing to throw otF hi- pe. 
h—e, which he had thu- f.ir worn. 
A- .-mm a- tin- was off be nio. id to 
vvln-re hi- companion Mood and 
i oinnieiK-I'd w lu-periiiir. 

I^tak^ l o l i i ' i T . ' 

scribe. '"He's a perfect devil'." 
"But where'*"the Unt*.»r»?" 
"He put It ot;t." 
"I'.ut \ o i ou_' ' fo havi3 ktiooked 

him down, vmi ( bnvii." 
"So had \ou." 
"Me': Wbv, In* kicked me over." 
"Well, hedod-red bv mi* and kiek-

e . | o v e r t h e l a n t e r n . " 
"Hut win-re i.- he now?" 
" H e \ gone. Il.iVk! Ha, I guess 

they've caught him. I)o:ft vou 
hear ?" 

"Ye- ; th-y've caught -omebo«lv." 
"And of coarse it'- him. lie went 

that w ,n . he1 ' - -jo and t ind" -
He did riot tin-i-h tin* -entence, for 

at that moment a voice came i.p in 
t hiitoii r tone-, anil it said : 

••Run, ' Run. !" 

0 ,"(io (iod gapped villain So. 1. 

I'll 

t ins 

the 

•Will you answer; 

M S ^ 

"How can I ? How can I ?" 
" "By speaking what you know." 

" I knowwtlHflg." " 
Another signal was made to the 

men at tho chain» and they pulled 
• g a i n ; another groan from the pris­
oner , but no other response. 

Another signal and another pull. 
"Mercy!" shrieked the poor 

wretch, quivering with pain. 
"Wi l ly t f tn inawer r 
" I don't know." 
"Then we must try again ." 

• "No , n o ; O G o d . n o more ! " 
" B u t you must answer." 

. " I don't lmow." . 
I "Then j o u must have forgotten, 
laid such treacherous memories need 
• t a r t i ng t tp . " 

As \naoimir thus spoke he waved 
bis hand again. 

" O God, have mercy! Oh-o-o! 
Save mel Save me!" 

"Save yourself." 
The wretch was in torment now 

without ceasing. Nearly t h e whole 
of his weight bore upon h i s wrists 
%nd thumbs, and the la t ter were 
drawn over almost to the wrist. But 
h e would not answer. H e had a 
ifleeper fear than this. He feared to 
freak the horrid oaths by which he 
was bound to t h e scheming priest. 

One more pull upon t h e chain, 
a i 1 the man's feet were clear of the 
flc r . H i s whole weight now bore 
D] n his thumbs, and he groaned in 
th agony of tor ture . He bore it a 
ftv moments, bu t his coward soul 
co Id bear no more. 

O S o d ! Down, down! Let me 
d r v n ! " 

B u t answer. Where is Ruric Ne-
Wl? M 

M — d o a V — 
Sold, ' thou false hearted vil­

la) 11", shouted Vladimir in a voice 
of thunder, *'This is the last of this 
torture, but when we take you from 
hcre.vre can put you into a state 
co lo red with which the pain you 
iicwfcjliperiehee is real joy. Each 
par||fufl£ Hint- shall, he wrenched 
all H|'<6f stape>;attd, your very eyes 
• h a i ^ t l i ^ ^ i k e ^ V . ' ' ' ' 

*BHi&;$ttoro,l. flvgrelit God, 

Vi here||pai?i6#*!r«l?w 

TU tdS|M BL.tdâ ô  if you 

had heard of thi^ dark place, and he 
fancied that men who came there eyes fell win the humpliai Led pric-t, 

' seldom went awav alive. Savotano. 
"Hark ye, base wrvBch." the monk behind hi in. 

said, "if vou do not tell me where 
1 the young gunninker is I'll have vou 
I torn limb from limb. Another pull, 

the re !" 
As the wrench canie again the vil­

lain fairly shouted with pain. 
"Oh, let me g o ' Let me go! 

tell al l !" 
"Then tell. You leave in»i 

place alive until vou have told." 
"He in—<) Cod! He i s - in 

' o ld ha th !" 
" W h e r e ? " 
"The duke's hath, on the pass of 

, T u l a ! " 
"Whereabouts there?" 
"In the lowest,, farthest vault 

i Oh, spare!" 
; Vladimir waved his hand, and the 
j quaking wretch was freed from his 
, tor ture. » 
, "Now conduct them both to the 
', dungeons and lotk them up. Thev 
! must not run at largo for the pres-
1 ent. Let them be hecure." 
I "No, no ," cried Yi<ka, who bail 
' been brought back. "You were to 
i let me go if I told you." 

"Not free, sir ," said Vladimir. 
"But" you have no right to hold 

me thus. I am nearly dead with 
pain now where you have torn my 
iiands in pieces. By the"— 

"Silence, dog! My authori ty here 
is my power. My right is mv might. 
I have you, and I will keep you. 
Were I to let yon go I might not 
have the power t o catch you again, 
a** legal officers could. Lead them 
olT, and then we'll turn our at ten­
tion to the duke's bath!" 

Iiere were f o u r ot h e r s 
nit Rune noticed them 

not yet. l ie -aw before him the 
man whom he believed to be the in­
strument of hi- -iifTeririL', and with 
Ofie bound he reached bun and fid led 
him to the floor. 

" H o l d ' " i ried one of the others, 
one who held the lantern. "We 
ha \ e conu* to conduct thee out from 
here ." 

" H a ! Sav ye .-o ?" 
"Moi-t ^urelv we have." 
"Then Maud a-ide and let ine go 
"Ju.-t a.« vou sav The doors are 

open, and vou mav gn. You nmv fol­
low iif. or you mav go in advance." 

"Then lead on," returned Rune, 
"aud I vv ill follow." 

"A^ vou -av." 
Thus speaking, the man a>-i-ted 

the priest to hi.i feet and.led Inni 

Could Rurii 
What rea-on Iwit one lould there 
have been for bringing him to Mich 
a place!- To the left, where the ba­
s i l had once emptied itaelf, there 
wa- a dark, deep, cavelike place, at 
the mouth of winch a heap of ruh-
bi.-h had collected. What a place in 
which to bide a dead bodv ! So 
thought Kuric. I'ut he-wa- -tartled 
from tlje dark reverie bv a darker t 
reality. 

One of the inendiad taken a d u b , 
a long, heavy bludgeon whuh the 
voiith had not before .-ecu, and was 
ju-t balancing it in one hand while 
he -pat upon the other. 

" S o u will not murder ine here in 
cold blood!" uttered Rune, start ing 
back. 

The stout rullian clutched the 
i lull in both hands, but made no 
verbal an-wer. 

"Speak ' For (Jod's sake un-vver 
me!" the pri-oner exclaimed, start­
ing back another juice "I)o vou 
mean to murder ine '?" 

"Wbv," un-v.t-red the man with 
t h e c l u b in "a c o o l , o f f h a n d e d l l ian-
ii' r, "-nice vou are M> a imou- to 
know, I'll till vou You will dm 
vv it b in a IIIiIIti 1 c' 

"And will vou take the life of one 
who never harmed vou? Hold ' If 
n i o l l e v be v o u r o b j e c t '— 

" S t o p ! " interrupted the villain. 
"You can't argue u- out of u m that 
wa_v. You've got to die, and the 
sooner you go the sooner vou'll get 
over it. You won't sutfer a bit if 
MHI don't go to kicking up a fuss. 
There, now. If vou hadn't bothered 
me 'twould have been all over by 
tlud tune ." 

Oh, what would Rune have given were qunklv -eciired, and then tin-
at that moment for the use of one of party turned awav from the place, 
hi- a rms! But that was bevond and as thev went Rune gave the 

"Wbat I- that '" 
••Run. ' Run. "' 
"R. the hvinLr god-, that is not 

from am of our men ' " fittereil the 
-eiond ruth'.in. ""Ha, thev are com-
mg t in- wav '" 

"Kuril ! Kuric '" 
"There i.- but one place," return­

ed Oriel. "Hen- in tin htt!i draw -
in^' room ("nine, let'- find u. Oh, 
i ur-e- on that gtiniiiaker'p head ! If 
Re be not the \erv di-v ii, then h«-'» a 
bound partner of hi-. Have vmi 
fo-md t be entrarn-e, Mn had! '" 

•"No. I t 's near you somewhere. 
1 Can't vou--' Ha ' In, in!" 
! At that moment the glare of a 

flaming torch lia-hed through the 
gloom of the place, and the two vil-' 
lain- stood revealed. A dozen s tout 
men, all well armed, appeared in the 
only pu.-.-age bv which thev could 
e > c a p e , f o r to h a v e fled in to the 
drawing room of which thev had 
spoken would avail them nothing 

"Ho, villain-!" -limited Vladimir, 
the monk, r.ii-int: hi- flaming tori h 
high above In- head with hi- left 
hand, while ill h i - right he waved a 
hcjvv cword. "Where i* Kiwic Ne­
vel r" 

"Here, h e r e ' " cried our 
s tar t ing forward into the 
room 

"What ' Safe -alive—well 
ten-d \ ladiimr 

"Ave. no imlile-t of friend.-, 
oh, i,i-i oil' i In- accur-ed bond 
my arm.-. It c i i - into t Re He-h." 

The rope \wi- i|iiid,lv taken off, 
and then the voutli eiiilmiicd Ins de­
liverer. .V' ipie-tmn- "were ashed 
there. Oni\ ,i few -i inere thanks 
were u t t e i id , and then attention 
wa- turned to tin- tw-ŷ  villain-, who 
yet stood trembling near th**m 
Thev had not at tempted an e-cajie, 
for the wav wu< l>!o, ked up. Thev 

hero, 
larger 

>" ut-

But, 
from 

pravmg for. Yet he had his feet. 
He said nothing more, but he allow­
ed the man to come Within a few 
vard- of him, and then he prepared 
for the onlv means of defciee he 
had. The huge t lnb was rai-ed, and 
at that moment Kurn- -aw that the 
other man al.-o had a (dub. He 
knew- then that thev had been con­
cealed there until now. 

" H a r k ' " uttered the second vil­
lain just as his companion had rais­
ed his club. "What noise is t h a t ? " 

monk an account of the manner in 
which he had been entrapped and of 
the events vvhnh had transpired 
since. 

"Merciful heaven-!" ejaculated 
Vladimir as Kurn- clo-ed his ac­
count of the manner in winch he 
had overcome the two men who had 
thought to murder him. " I t was a 
narrow escape." 

"But 1 might not have escaped 
without your coming," the youth 
said, "for thev would surely have 

c< ivej me . " 
"No, rn • mi-ires-s; I am sure they 

would not ." , 
"lint it i- verv late ." 
" H a r k ' Tl-"re an -VHs . " 
The wnlov.- heard tl em, and, with 

a wildlv fluttering heart, she sank 
i n to a chair 

"They have stopped in front of 
the house," uttered Paid, whose ears 
W e r e b e n t . 

V(b> go—open"— 
Paul started. The widow heard 

the door opened, and she heard 
voices m the hall. I n a inorn -nt 
more the inner door was opened, 
am! -he looked up. She saw a man-
lv form; -he heard the magic word 
"Mother!" trembling upon the air. 
With one low cry of joy she started 
to her feet, and in the next moment 
she was clasped to the bosom of her 
son. 

"Did I not tell you I 'd bring h im 
back to you ?" cried Vladimir, r u b ­
bing: his hands with joy. 

"Oh, (Iod bless you, sdr!" the wid­
ow murmured, gazing through her 
tears into the monk's face. 

'"So, so," returned the strange 
man. "The hlc«.-ing of an hone-t 
tsoul l< reward enough for one night, 
bo I'll take ni\-e|f off for t h e pres­
en t . " 

"No, no," cried Kuric. "'You'll 
remain here til: monung ." 

Hut the innik i ould not be pre­
vailed upon s<> t'i do He had biidi-
lies- to a t tend to, and he could n o t 
s-top, and he hurried awav a-s ipuickly 
as p<>—lble to avoid the thanks t h a t 
were showered upon him. 

After \ l.nliiiur was gone Rurie 
sat down and related to his mother 
all that had •>. . urred since that day 
on w huh he left her t o go and ->ee 
the i oiiiit She trembled fearfully 
u» In- related tin- di.ihoht al at tempts 
that had been made upon him, and 
when he had concluded -he ^ut for a 
few moments like one in a painful 
train e. 

"And do vou think," she said a t 
length, while a cold shudder r a n 
through her frunir. " that t he Duke 
of Tula wa- the cuu-e of all th i s?" 

" I am -tire of it', my mother ." 
"Then v <m are not safe yet ." 
" H u t l -hall see the emperor." 
"I have seen him, mv s>on." 
" A h ! And wlnit said h e 5 " 
"Why, he said if we could find o u t 

who had done vou harm he would 
punish them. Then I asked him, 
"Suppose it was a" d u k e ? " and he said 
in tha t case he should have t o ltfok 
into the mat ter . Oh, I fear he would 
not dnre to punish ' t h e powerful 
Olga." 

f T * • • ooirrareaMk] 
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CHAPTER XV. 
WHAT HAPPKVKn AT THR Dl'KE'9 BATH. 

Ruric N"evel could k°ep no ac­
count of t ime. Darkness, and dark­
ness only, dwelt with him in his pris­
on house—darkness so ut ter that 
the only effect of opening the eyes 
was the nervous reality of the mo­
tion. In fact, 'twas lighter with 
the eyes closed than with them 
opened, for when t ight ly closed 

there were peculiar fantastic shapea 
floating in the imagination, and 
even this was a relief. And then 
there was a sort of kaleidoscopic 
succession of colors when t h e hds 
were t ight ly pressed tha t seefcied 
grateful to the nerves and gave^yari-
ety to t h e . mind.,. Bu t when*the 
eyes were open only a cold, impene­
trable blackness was present, w i thm 
which there were no shapes, no 
forms, save the one form of t i t ter 
chaos. i 

Ruric felt sure he had been there 
four days, and a t times i t appeared 
longer t han tha t . Food and dr ink 
had been brought t o h i m thr ice , and 
lie was now without both . His 
ffcrength had n o t yet left him, 
" " " gh that^ijirer^t^ina U MB l imbs 

-t«j|l&^p»^.'aWt the 

out fnnn the cell In a fe« mo­
ments more the others went out al­
so, and Kuric prepared to follow. 
He heard the priest cursing, lait he. 
noticed that one of the otbeis led 
him off. The youth stepped forth 
into the passage, but he did not j 

filace the fullest confidence in what 
le had heard. He reached the foot 

of .the stairs, and the others were 
nearly up. He started to follow 
them and had nearly gained the top 
when a quick, lightninglike shadow 
flitted before him. He would have 
started hack, but 'twas too late. 
There came a blow upon his head, 
and, with a dull, crashing; sensation, 
he sank down. He realized that he 
was turned over and that a rope was 
being lashed about his arms. 

But the prisoner had not been 
fully stunned. He returned to con­
sciousness as they lifted him to his 
feet, and his first impulse was to try-
to force his bonds asunder, bu t 
this he could not do. H e gazed u p 
now, and he found only two men 
with him, and they wore masks up ­
on their faces. They were stout, 
powerful men, and their very bear­
ing was murderous, and his heart 
sank within him. 

"Come," said one of them. " Y o u l l 

go wi th na. We won't force yotf ! l 
you'll walk." 

"But where ?" asked the youth. 
"What mean you ?" 

ffYou'U see when you get there. 
Btit there's no time to waste, so 
come." 

"What could the prisoner do ? His 
hands were firmly bound behind 
him, and his great strength availed 
not a hit. He knew that he could 
not resist, so he simply bowed his 
head in token of submission and 

Srepared to follow his conductors, 
ut they left him not to follow at 

will. They took him by either arm 
and thus led him away. He remem­
bered the room into which he had 
been first conducted ou the evening 
of his capture, but he was, not de­
tained there. From here a lonit car-

-.u -• ;'.,:. -*.-: . .-.. * 

"I suppose they.'re coining to see found me. With my hands lashed 
if we've finished the job," returned behind me as they were I could not 
the other, "and, by the saints, we have escaped." 
ought to have done it ere this. But "True , t rue ," re turned Vladimir 
they shall find it done!" -thoughtfully. " I t was a narrow 

The ponderous club was raised chance. But it is over now." 
again, and, with a quick, deceive "And how gained you the knowl-
movement, the man advanced. Ku- edge of my whereabouts?" asked 
ric made a movement of the body as £ur ie . 
though he would bow his head for 
the stroke. Every nerve and muscle 
of his frame was set for the trial, 
and for the instant his heart stood 
still. Quick as thought his body 
bent—his r ight knee was brought 
almost to his chin—and then, with 
all the force he could command, he 
planted his font in the pit of the 
assassin's stomach. The effect was 
electrical. The wretch bent like a 
broken stick and sank down without 
a single sign of life. 

The becoud man uttered an oath 

1 "I ' l l explain it to you when we 
have time. But did I understand 
you to say that the humpbacked 
priest was there?" 

I "He came to m y dungeon with 
the rest, and 'twas he t h a t I knocked 
down. Have you n o t found h i m ? " 

" N o ; we have seen nothing of 
him. We found two men in the hall, 
and that was all." 

1 The place was searched all 
through for the priest, but he could 

, not be found, and when Vladimir 
was assured tha t t h e arch villain h a d 

and sprang forward with uplifted - m a d e h i s e h e p r e p a r e d to leave 
luh, but R u n e easdy dodged the t h e building. The prisoners, four of 

blow, and then, as the thought for 
the first t ime flashed upon his mind, 
he darted to where the lantern stood 
and overturned it. He had noticed 
an open passage close at hand which 
seemed to lead to some sort of a 
dressing room, and, guided by his 
memory alone, for it was now dark 
as Erebus there , he glided swiftly 
into it . When he knocked over the 

lantern , he had upset column and 
all, and jus t as he reached the pas­
sage he heard a heavy fall, and he 
knew tha t his enemy had stumbled 
over the .fallen column. He heard 
the curses, loud and deep, which 
dropped from the lips of the baffled 
.man as he picked himself up, and in 
A moment more he was edified by a 
conversation betweeVi the two, for 
villain No. 1 had revived, though 
the tone of his voice plainly indicat­
ed tha t he had a severe pain still 
l ingering with him. 

"Miohael, Michael!" groaned No. 
1, and as he spoke Rurk* could hear 
him scrambling up on his feet. 

" H i , Oriel!" returned No. 2. 
"Have you dropped him?" 

, " N o ! " cried Michael, with a curse 
which we .do apt ohooafe t o t r a n -

them, were led out first and taken 
away by the monk's followers. 

When Ruric reached the street, 
the stars were all out , and the cool, 
frosty air struck gratefully upon h i s 
brow. He turned toward his myste­
rious companion, and under t h e 
grateful impulse of the moment h e 
stopped. He* raised his hands t o ­
ward heaven, uttered one fervent 

sentence of thanksgiving t o God 
and then moved on again. 

C H A P T E E X Y I . 
THWARTED, BIT NOT SUBDUED. 

I t was long after midnight, and 
yet the Widow Nevel had n o t 

.sought her bed. She was now pac­
ing to and fro across he r ki tchen, 
and the boy Paul s a t nodding in h i s 
chair . Suddenly t he woman stop­
ped, and Paul s tar ted up? 

"Do you th ink t h a t message was a 
false one?" she asked, looking t h e 
boy in t he face. 

(cl don ' t know," h e returned. " I f 
he came from the black monk, as h e 
said he did, then I th ink he spoke 
the t r u t h . " 

"Oh . thev would not have d e -
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