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•A CHALLtiNSE 

ANSWERED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
« * TRUTH SOCIETY ^ 

* 
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International Catholic Truth Society. 
Brooklyn. N. Y., May 24, 190L 

A "Challenge to the Roman Cath­
olics of America" has been rather free­
ly distributed recently in some of our 
larger American cities and towns.* It 
offers a most munificent reward to 
Catholics, clerical or lay. If they suc­
ceed in prorlng from God's Word cer­
tain doctrines taught and practiced 
according to their notion, in the 
Church of Rome. Lucidly for the opu­
lent donor, the paper is unsigned, and 
consequently would not merit any rec­
ognition whatsoever, were It not for 
the boldness of the assertions, and the 
extent of the circulation, thus possibly 
endangering the sample faith of our 
hard-working Catholics, and planting 
the poison of bigotry atil! deeper in 
the hearts of our separated brethren. 

The "Challenge" as it reads, Is false 

stated above T1«., by oral UMtnwtto*. 
fpr«acMag.£eariu*>.wi! 
Act* i. J88, 11. 14. ui. 18. l x 20, etc.* 

Then as to the Epistles or Letters of 
Bts. Paul, James, Peter. John, Jude— 
they are chiefly a supplement to en­
force the Apostle preaching, (e. g., 1. 
Cor. xi. 2, II Cor. xi. 4, Gal. i. 8, Ephes. 
I. 13. St Jamea I. 22. I. SL. Peter I. 
21, II. St. Peter I. 20, St. Jade I. 3.) 
There is but one exception, and this 
•ren bears us oat whtn we assert that 
the Bible la not the sole Rule of Faith. 
It is found in the Epistle of St. Paul 
so the Thesselonians, verse 14: "There-
Core, brethren, stand fast and hold the 
traditions which you have learned, 
whether by word or by epistle." Fur­
thermore the Apostles commissioned 
netr co-laborers and successors to ad-
aere to this method of oral Instruction 
I vide 1 Tim. IT. 13, vt.. 20.) "The 
things which thou hast heard of me by 
many witnesses, the'same commend 
TO faithful men who shall be fit to 
teach others also." (2nd. Tim., 11. 2.) 
The Christian Apologists and Fathers 
of the second century speak in the 
same strain. Clement of Rome, Ira-
aaeus, Tertulllan et al., tell us of the 
authorative weight of Tradition as un­
derstood In the proper way. Take tor 
.nstance the words of St. Clement: 
"Christ was sent from God, the Apos­
tles from Christ • • • they preached in 
countries and In towns, and the first 
fruits of their ministry, having tested 

penile charity. afich amount to b e pa. 
•by un. It ws are ttjisjbteHa »rSTt that 
each and everyone of the twenty-two 
doctrine* was taught by the Church, 
centuries before the dale assigned by 
the Unknown Cballettgw. 

JOHN J. MAHON, 
Pro 

International Catholic Truth Society. 

Apostles, consequently false to God's ^em m the power of the ^loly Spirit, 
word. It is, moreover, false to history they appointed to be overseers and 
both Ecleeiastical and Profane, mis- ministers to all that would believe." 
leading as to the teaching and prac-. • • • "The Apo»tlft* made their ap-
tices in the Catholic Church, Illogical pointments and arranged a succession, 
in Its make-up, and a conglomerated QXUi when they had fallen asleep, oth-
masslng and confusing of doctrine, 
tisclpllne and what Is neither doctrine 
nor discipline. When the foundation 
is weak, we must not expect much of 

•the edifice. When the premises to an 
argument are false and Illogical, we 
cannot hope to abide by the conclu-
lion. Now what is the foundation, what 
are the premises whereon this ridicu­
lous "Challenge" Is built? It Is prop­
ped up on the following presumption, 
that God's Word is wholly and entire­
ly contained In the Bible—that our sole 
Rule of "Faith Is the Bible. If we once 
succeed in showing that this theory 
Is unsound, false to Christ's teachings 
and His Apostle's, then our unknown 
challenger must needs find at least a 
logical basis for his tirade against tho 
Church of Rome. He seems to have 
considerable regard for Scripture Bind 
the verity of its teachings. Now, he 
will certainly admit that the Bible la 
a trustworthy book. In it he will and 
evidence that Christ Is a Divine Mes-
senger, and hence men should receive 
His message with due submission. 
But how can we receive this messago 
with certainty, since Christ died al­
most nineteen hundred years ago? 
What Is the sure way of receiving this 
message unadultrated and faithful to 
the doctrines of the Divine Message? 
Chilllngworth says: "The Bible, and 
the Bible only is the religion of Prot­
estants." The Bible then, according to 
these, must speak of Itself. Is this the 
method Christ desired to have em-' 
ployed in the spreading of His salu­
tary message? There is only one ans­
wer to be derived from the New Tes­
tament, and that is an emphatic NO. 
The Saviour taught by word of, mouth, 
and we hava no example either of 
writng being attributed to Him, or of 
any commission to his followers to 
adopt this system of teaching eternal 
truths. Their work during His earthly 
career la outlined in the tenth chapter 
of St. Matthew's Gospel ami In the 
ninth chapter of St. Luke's. 

They axe sent to preach, to dollver 
an oral message and to heal the sick. 
"And going out they went about 
through the towns, preaching the Gos­
pel and healing everywhere." Towards 
the close of the Synoptic Gospels wo 
behold a final commission given to the 
Apostles. "Going therefore, teach yo 
ill nations: baptizing then In the 
Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you. And behold I 
am with you all days even to the con­
summation of the world." Matt, xxvill 
19-20. "And He said to them: go yo 
into the whole world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. He that be-
lleveth and is baptized shall be saved. 
He that believeth not, shall be con­
demned." Mark xvl., 15-16.* "And that 
penance and the remlsion of sins 
should be preached In His name unto 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." 
Luke xxlv., 47." You shall be witness­
es unto me in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria and even to the 
uttermost parts of the earth." Acts 1. 
8. It is evident from t'aese and kindred 
texts that Christ's method for tho 
propagation of his w >rk was oral in­
struction, preaching, hearing, witness, 
etc. Note well moreover that the Di­
vine Messenger promised His infalli­
ble asistance to the Apostles: "Beh.>ld 
I am with you all days even to the 
consummation of the world." And 
He promised also to send them anoth­
er Paraclete or Comforter to abide ' 
with them forever, to teach them all 
truth and bring to their minds all 
things whatsoever the Saviour may 
have said to them, vide S,t. John xiv. 
15-26). We find then from the Bibl«, 
depending upon Its trustworthiness as 
r n historical. record, that Christ estab-
!' •' ?d -\ teachintf-body to make known 
1 s salutary truths to all nations even 
; •'," uttermost parts of the earth; 
th''t He promised his abiding presence 
.-.-' *'-p presence of the Holy Spirit 
•with this Body-Representative as a 
• ••-! i on tee against errancy and corrup-
tVi ; that this presence was not mere-
!v to extend to the Apostle's life-time, 
£ut was to continue with their suc­
cessors "all days even to the consum­
mation of the world." Matt, xvlii., 20. 
"And I will ask the Father and he 
shall give you another Paraclete that 
He may abide with you forever." St. 
John xiv., 1ft. Here it may be well to 
ask how the Apostles understood 
Christ's commission? Surely their in­
terpretation will b e more authorita­
tive than any ulterior t o their time. 
Chapter a t t s r chapter of the Act* of 
til* Apoaaues bear* witness that they 
eaderstood a n d carried out the com-
t t iwkui a t ttoa XatfNnss I n tike HIWWMMI 

er tried men should carry on their 
ministry." (Greek Patrology Chap, 
xlll-xliv. Vol 1, 292,298.) Now it seems 
to us that the Catholic view of the 
jpreading of God's Word has been 
fairly well explained. Until "Mr. 
Challenger" succeeds In proving that 
the Bible, and the Bible alone, Is the 
Rule of Faith, he can hardly expect 
anyone to bother much about his as-
•ertioaa. 

'We may, however, beg the reader's 
pardon for commenting upon the fol­
lowing absurdities: "Romanism" says 
Hon. Mr. Challenger, "la really a nov­
elty. Protestantism la founded upon 
eternal truth." Why even profane his­
tory will tell you that the Roman 
Catholic Church was old and hoary 
before what is called Protestantism 
was dreamed of. The oldest sect 
among Protestants 1B not more than 
four hundred years old, while the 
Catholic Church can trace her lineage 
back to the Apostles themselves. The 
words are misplaced. Protestantism 
should be placed In the first clause, 
Romanism (pardon the objectionable 
expression)' In the second. The 
"Church Calendar," a Protestant Epis­
copal organ published in New York 
city, while objecting to the official ti­
tle of its church and regarding the 
same a mlBnomer, has this to say of 
up to date Protestantism: "Protest­
ant carries with it the inherent stig­
ma of weakness, and the implied 
Bhame of defeat. And now this name 
relegates the church In this land to bad 
company, since It has come to be the 
common denomin*ator of all, be they 
who they may or what they may, who 
do not own obedience to the Pope of 
Rome, or follow the law ol Moses. A 
heterogeneous crowd It Is. of all 
shades of opinion, of all varieties of 
faith, or of no faith, respectable In 
morals, or lax, or distinctly immoral." 
(pg. 73 Church Calendar, Art. of Prot 
Bishop of Springfield.) The above 
statement must be regarded by every 
sincere-minded person as true to tho 
accepted position of Protestantism 
nowadays. Where, we ask in the 
name of truth, Is the foundation upon 
Eternal Truth? Which then of the 
two—Roman Catholicism or Protest­
antism—Is really a novelty—the for­
mer, that grand old historic Institu­
tion built upon Peter, the Rock, or the 
latter, the Kingdom divided against 
itself three hundred times? 

Again, "Mr. Challenger" is alto­
gether too safe offering to pay $50.00 
to any Roman Catholic who shall pro­
duce a text to prove St, Peter had no 
wife. Roman Catholics do not claim 
that S t Peter was unmarried; in fact, 
the second nocturne Lesson of the 
Breviary for the feast of St. John be­
fore the Latin Gate, May 6 (which I 
have recently perused) mentions very 
positively that St. Peter had a wife. 
And we know from the sacred text it­
self that Peter's mother-in-law was 
sick with fever and was' miraculously 
healed by the Saviour. Besides this, 
there is in the so-called "Challenge" 
a frightful jumbling and misrepresen­
tation of Catholic doctrine and Catho­
lic discipline e. g. the reference to 
"more mediators than one" "that the 
Virgin Mary can save us," "that 
priests ought not to marry," "that the 
wine at the Lord's table ought only be 
taken by the priests." The writer of 
this deceitful and misleading "chal­
lenge" should first seek correct infor­
mation about Catholic belief before he 
attempts to formulate propositions so 
utterly false and unfair to tjie Church 
which he antagonizes. It is not diffi­
cult to read between the lines of this 
Infamous paper and therein discover, 
not good faith and sincerity, but the 
triple-headed monster of spite, malice 
and Jugglery with which he may hope 
in vain to destroy one jot or tittle 
of our cherished faith. Lest, howler, 
our adversary think that we are op­
posing him with words and not actions 
—the latter are far more powerful— 
we take occasion to ad*d the following: 
This wonderful defender of Protest­
antism and slanderer' of the Catholic 
Church, who offers financial rewards, 
but whose name and address are pru­
dently concealed, attempts to mislead 
the unwary by givirg the dates of de­
crees of various councils concerning 
twenty-two Catholic doctrines and 
practices with the inference that in 
such years these doctrines were first 
taught by the Church. Now the In­
ternational Catholic Truth Society, 
Arbuckle Building^ Brooklyn. N. Y.» 
humbly offers $600.00 to anyone who 
,wili place a sinailari amount in the 
bands of any represenUtlve ststlesnaa 
of this dty. tbt lossr* isossy t»goto 
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Jenldn Lloyd Jones, the well known, 
pastor of All Saints Unitarian church, 
Chicago, has created a sensation by 
his recent remarks before the Wom­
en's elub of that city, to the effect that 
Catholicity waB to be the religion o£ 
the future. In the course of his re­
marks sir. Jones said: 

"The greatest and most wonderful 
institution of all ages, the Roman 
Catholic Church,'has met and la to­
day meeting with success. What i s 
more, the Catholic idea In religion is 
to-day triumphant. The Roman 
church has succeeded because it grasp­
ed the Ideal of Catholicity, of uniform­
ity, of harmony, of oneness. I am not 

{defending that Church as such. Pow­
erful as It is to-day, it will meet its 

I Waterloo, because it harbors within 
Itself the' extraneous belief of a creed 
Imposed upon man tram without In­
stead of the belief coming from with­
in. 

I 'Nevertheless, the Roman church la 
the greatest social projection ever 
thrown out of the human heart It Is 
the only organization in history that 
has brought together in any such 
manner diverse races, hostile nations' 

' and alien people. It represents beau­
tifully our democratic ideals. Go to­
day into a Roman Catholic church and 
you will see the maid kneeling beside 
her mistress. In our Protestant com­
munities we have buildings for the 
rich and missions across the tracks for 
the poor. Thex is an air of aristocra­
cy, a something of fine dress, about 
many Protestant churchts which ex­
cludes the poor and the ignorant as 
effectively as If a policeman with a 
club were stationed at the door. 

"The Roman church has always 
stood for centralisation, for combina­
tion. Now, in Industrial life, men 
have long come to recognlxe this. 
Business men combine and laborers 
organize unions. But the 600 or 700 , 
clergymen of Chicago to-day are not 
as well united as the hodcarrlera. 
Each is following his own bent It in­
stead of this crudely individualistic 
religious life we had a great organisa­
tion, how wonderfully powerful It 
could be. If men would co-operate as 
heartily for love as they do for greed, i 
what a wonderful force for good their 
union could wield! 

i "What has Protestantism done? 
Well. It has analysed and re-analyzed 
and defined once more, until to-day we 
have seventeen kinds of Methodists, 
thirteen kinds of Baptists, twelve 
kinds of Presbyterians and some 350 
denominations all told In the United 
Stales. This is not merely scandalous; 
It Is imbecile. Every label on relig­
ion is a libel. There can be no schism 
on the multiplication table nor a 
heresy on tho golden rule. . 

I "It Is, Indeed, true that this' split­
ting up to sectarianism has brought 
us, or rather forced us, to a spirit of 
toleration. But toleration is not what 
we want. In its stead we should have 
apreclation, a passion for co-operation, 

| a relish for companionship. \ ea, a 
' man may believe in Christ as Son of 
God, or ChriBt only as a prophet, or 

i he may believe in no God at all. But 
' he can nevertheless, work In harmony 
with all of us. As the ancient fathers 
Df the Roman Catholic Church grasped 
the idea of divinity in life, we are get­
ting back to it in the century new 
opening. 

I "Now let us see Just what this spirit 
of Catholicism will mean. Here is tho 
definition as given in part In the Cen­
tury dictionary for 'Catholic,' as orig­
inally used by the theologians: 'For 
all parts of the inhabited world; not 
confined to one race like the Jewish, 
religion.' This signals the true con­
ception^ which Jesus Himself tried to 
spread abroad. It is the spirit of broad 
humanity as against narrowing na­
tional, race or creed prejudice. 

"Starting with this conception, the 
Catholic Church gained ground most 
wonderfully. The Chinese are a great 
people, and they had their religion, 
long before the popes at Rome existed. 
But they remained within themselves. 
The Christian Church, meanwhile 
spread out, taking in Roman, Teuton* 
Goth and Vandal." 

Copyright, 1899, by Caroline W*hw*u, 
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Because they'd worked for htr so well, kind Mother Geese agreed 
That of a merry holiday tJw Jobbernowrie heel need, 
the bsksd her very nicest cakes, shs mad* seme lusetous plea, ^ 
And these and more afce peeked within a box ef ample tis*. ĵ y^ET,1 

They started for a nearby iwach, alt sober, ttald and nsatv - r T * $ | j ; 
All packed within a funny cart drawn by. a donkey fleet. ; . -$r 
RecauM he pleaded so to drive, Pat hild ths reins awhile, » 
But naughty Neddy would not budget which made the people amlle. 
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With Mother Goose In charge of Hti, *w briskly bobbed along, 
And s s they rode the party sang a Jerky little song. 
When they had corns to Bes iht l l beach, tht wildest fun beg in . 
Th*y dug the sand and g s y l y bathed, no** eared hew they might t«r». 
A hermit crab whom they annoyed Mucjht Ots by the t o e t ,, ' i 
And clunpj to it In spite of shskis and Ole's shrieks of w e e . 
The pig of c lams had quite a f « s s t l a i d Hans, "A clambske's 
And so upon s fire they built thay bakad some olsme wlth"care. 
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Carrousel riding was the treat reserved until ths last, 
And Mother Goose with pride surveyed thtir figures rolling past 
For rings they all kept reaching out (a white ring meant a ride). 
And so, of course, the prlxe to win eaoh jolly rider tried* , \ ' 
It happened the carrousel man was short of cash that day, ' 
And so to make them pay again he hid the ring away. ... . _ -£.; 
The pig In rooting round the sand upon th* white ring earns, 
Which won for it the promised ride and caused thst'man much shaniOo ".< 

A K. of C. council was instituted In 
h>t. Joseph, Mo., Hss> Sunday. 

CATHOLIC NOTE8 

Sacred Heart church, Maiden, Mass., 
Rev. Thomas H. Shahan, pastor was 
dedicated May 5th. 

• • • 
The corner stone of Borgess hospital, 

Kalamazoo, Michigan, will be blessed 
on Sunday, June 9th, at 4 P. M. The 
Sisters of St. Joseph are in charge at 
this hospital. 

• • • 
Mrs. Margaret A. Jenkins, aged 84, 

died the other day in Wilmington, 
Del. Until three years ago, she resided 
in Baltimore. Her liberality to local 
charities was extensive. One of her 
gifts was the. purchase of the building 
now used as a convent by the Frau-
ciscan Sisters at Maryland avenue and 
23rd street 

• » . 
IJicavatlon for the new orphan asy­

lum building at Sparklll, Rocklsnd' 
mty, is now i« progress. The ne 

wUl replac's the on* destroy 

A ROOSTER THAT CACKLED, 

** 
• * * 

H o w Mr. Red Top Cftnaed Mr«, B»e«< 
k l e t o Fuln* £ n H r e l r Away. 

"Cut-cut-cut-cudawcut!" cried Mr* 
Speckle. "Come, everybody, and set 
nay new egg." 

Mr. Bed Top and the rest of tali 
wives came hurrying up. The bent 
crowded about, eager to look) but Red 
Top turned away disgusted when he 
s a w the egg. "What a lot o f noise you 
hens make over nothingl" said he. 

"Noise, Is J t r said Mrs, Speckle, 
"It's you who are Jealous because you 
can't cackle like us. You can only 
Sap your wings and crow, and II 
sounds as i f you bad a bad cold." 

The rooster shook with anger and 
struck at her with bis beak, but she 
w a s half way across the yard by thai 
time. So be flew up on t h e fence and 
relieved his feelings with i t loud crow, 
while Mrs. Speckle cackled mockingly. 

But Speckle w a s r ight B e d nop w a i 
jealous of her beautiful voice—frigbt-
f M y Jealous. The other hen* tried i s 
vain to cheer him up. 

"Bo«r conceited she m a s t be!" said 
Mrs: Plymouth Eock. "Atfd such a n 
ordinary hen tool" 

*<The Idea of yon being: JesiMfi 
b w r mi&l*mrMicmi»t*,. • •'*K»«fei*«es-
tore, 1 sorbose she doesn't l aor «s*7 

r 

Dot 4fe- Bed Ttyi did l^wBuWeti 
them. He went behind tbe bi*n Mid 
stood on one leg and shot all «yes and 
thought the matter out, ^hat,ui the 
best position for thinking, ton should 
try It yourself* . t / «,v «,•;•!"• , 

"No reason why t v ^ ^ ^ i m t 
thougbt "I will, Justto!#b»^bir how 
ft should be done. A r<x)*t̂ r can do 
everytbidg better t^mkmlmm^bmJ' 
So he took a long breath and made a 
funny sound in bis throat, somethlnB 
between a cough and a crow* "1 hope 
nobody heard,1' said he. **Ifll try 
again." *EhQ next time*was inore stic-
cessfui, so he kept on praistidng. ••••• I 

Next morning Utf, *p&m.-''****i*a 
exultantly, for she knew Bed Top was 
listening, and she wanted to enwb bias 
She peeped at %Ip>^ut of one eye to 
see bow he took It; Mr Bed Top 
looked up. cleared bts throat and then. 
*'<3at-^t-<mj^*#(*nt cudawcut," he 
csckled. . ',.•«,,;• 

And poor Mrs. Speckle dropped brs 
Head and with oneferWe flutter of bar 
wings fainted entirely away — hgu 
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