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Just tour o'cloek. and Mra. Hlld-
yaid s drawing room, i n sptte of sua 
uilnds, was too warm for the fine 
pliases of repose; but i t was ooe of 
uie cosiest corners iu town, a s Havers 
had just remarked. Emerton, who 
had subsided without resistance into 
a great armchair, nodded. I t was ex-
trtmiely cosey, he admitted to him­
self, hut it was eoeler when Havers 
was not there. 

The two men were wait ing lor Mrs. 
Hllyard. She took a certain inaoceut 
dUi&ht in allowing people to cool their 
heels, it alwayB gave her a touch at 
pleasure to find them faithful and still 
« « " ' " £ The men always waited; 
sometimes the women went away. 
She uld not mind that however. She 
thought very little of other women's 
opinions of her, from which i t may be 
aifeu«d that she was young. 

Mrs. Hilyard was young; she was 
four and twenty and a widow. Her 
husband had been twice her age,—a 
saturnine, large man, who made great 
bums of money in the city. There 
had never been much love between 
them, but there had been a kind of 
candid friendship, which made the two 
years of their married life move I 
smoothly. When Htld^ard died his 
widow mourned him sincerely; there 
was never any question of heartbreak 
about It. but her sorrow was not le«s 
genuine because it permitted her to 
be perfectly cheerful s i x months after 
his death. But aV this time she had 
been a widow for two years, and she 
considered life a very enthralling and 
beautiful thing. 

"It's devilish hat!" Havers said. 
••Yes," said Emerton. eying the oth­

er with watchful care. 
•1 saw a horse down at Hyde Park 

Corner; the poor brute was clean 
bowled over by the heat." 

"It's bad enough weather for men." 
said Emerton. "It's killing tor 
horses." 

•'tvhere you at Pettlgrew's last 
n ight ' asked Havers. 

"No, I couldn't go; had another en-
gagemenL" 

"I expected to see Mrs. Hlldyard 
there." 

•Ah"' said Emerton, without turn­
ing a hair 

At that moment Mrs. Hlldyard came 
in. She greeted the two men with 
nicely balanced cordiality; she ap­
peared glad to see the™- both, and 
made no secret of i t <?n she Bat 
down to dispense tea they rouaetl 
themselves. 

"What were you discussing wben I 
came In " she asked. "Or were you 
both asleep?" 

"I was Baying," said Havers, "that 
I expected to see you at the Pettl-
grews' last night." 

"I had another engagement," she 
said. The faintest glance of under­
standing passed between her and Em­
erton. Havers Intercepted It. and 
then carefully examined the toe of his 
boot. 

"I believe the first night at t h e Ly­
ceum was very crowded," h e said. 

"It was," said Mrs. Hlldyard. "I 
was there. My uncle, who Is a great 
first ntghter, said he had never seen 
such a crush before." 
Again a glance passed between Mrs. 
Hlldyard and Emerton; this time 
Havers missed i t 

"Every one always says that," he 
said. 

"It's become the right thing to, say." 
said Emerton; "it doesn't do any one 
any harm." 

"Doesn't it strike you aa foolish t o 
keep on saying a thing that obviously 
can't be true?" Havers aaked. 

"No." said Emerton. "Why ahould 
It? The world's too old to relapse 
into strict truthfulness at this time of 
day. We're always saying things that 
obviously can't be true." 

"Oh, yea. In other matters. I snp-
pose a man never looks a t a woman 
without saying or looking something 
not quite the truth; it's always a l i t ­
tle more or a little less. 

"That's quite true," said Mrs. Hlld­
yard. "Will you have some more tea, 
Mr. Havers?" 

"I don't' think It Is true," Emerton 
said. "It depends on your man." 

"And on the woman," added Hav­
ers. 

"In time," said MrB. Hlldyard, "yoa 
might both become philosophers." 

•When a man becomes a philoso­
pher." said Havers, in the sl ightly 
sententious manner that a lways an­
noyed Mrs. Hildyard. "he is o a the 
verge of dissolution. Youth Is never 
philosophical, and what good i s wis­
dom to an old man?" 

"It's a great deal of good." said Mra. 
Hlldyard. "Think of—think of—Her­
bert Spencer." Havers waved a depre­
catory hand. 

"Herbert Spencer i s not a philoso­
pher," he said. Emerton smiled, and 
in the pause that followed let h i s eyes 
rest on Mrs. Hildyard. 

She was certainly the daintiest o f 
women, he thought. She had a bird-
likr poise of head, alert and graceful; 
a complexion that showed the blood a s 
clearly a s fine as porcelain le ts 
through the glimmer of fire; her hair 
had that russet tinge which makes a 
man think vaguely of orchards and 
open air. He was not at al l sure that 
Mrs. Hlldyard cared greatly for him; 
her experience of life seemed so much 
broader than h i s that he eorfld not b e 
quite .sure how she regarded him. H e 
was only a year older than she, s o 
that he had no advantage there. 
Havers, oh the other hand, had had a 
more varied life. H e had seen t h e 
world under many aspects, h e had 
faced dangers coolly, he had won t h e 
confidence of men in high places. And 
in spite of certain reservations Einer-
tori admired and liked him. 

By the way," said Emertoxi, "t 

nave already «ngi«feu t o s o to t&* 
Haymarkfit wi th nws ttui Colonel Cft* 
iver," said Havers attieuy. 

The f arateat blush rose t o Mrs, Bttd-
yard's cheeks: 

"Of course!" she said. "Forgive m« 
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brilliant t h a t ntsht; t h e d « l r * o f tha 
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•nv led him h)» *eat, that w a s m . It 
w»« % fair «am&, mi, t*» * * » »rep»w« 

for forgettm*. Tfeen r * afraid I M g **"g3&Jg%*<%££. 
must miss 'Die Meistersmger' tWa W « " L S i C S ? S f f i t ™ * S ft* 
time. Mr. Emerton." [ t t y - d e v e r t y , hfe w « e no Sowbt H» 

^ e r t o n T w T a « d played with his ! j - W j g « * • • * £ ^ " * £ * ^ 
cup. He felt that Havers had scored., succeeded f » * * * » ! * * **&* Uopr«t-
8Ad be could not grudge him a tern 
porary victory. 

"if you are very anxious to hearTDeS 
Reazke again this season." said Hav­
ers, after a pause, "pray cancel v$ur 
engagement with rae and go." 

Emerton glanced a * him quickly; the 
man was perfectly sincere. Emerton 
felt that Havers had scored agalu; he 
began to have a generous admiration 
for him. He consulted h i s own heart 
and found that he would n o t - h a m 
had so unselfish a regard for his lady's 
happiness. 

"De Reszke will be singing again." 
he said, "and Mrs. Hlldyard can ar­
range another eveatOR. The Hay* 
market closes on Thursday; i t would 
be a pity to miss t h e chance." It cost 
him an effort to s a y this, and he did 
not look at Mrs. Hildyard as he spoke. 

"I should n o t think of breaking my 
engagement with you!" Mrs. Hild­
yard said to Havers decidedly. 

When Emerton l e f t that afternoon 
he felt distinctly u.nhappy. He went 
to his rooms, had a cold bath, and 
smoked four cigars before tranquility 
returned to him. H e had not self con-
celt and he felt that, o n the whole. 

sion o f whatt the fourth «ct TIMUI afcout 
Aa the OtMttrte emptied, h e a a n a i e a 

6o reach Stars. HlBdyard'a aide. ' 
*1 thouK3it you weire Kotos to Mov­

ent Garden^" an* aald. 
"So I was," he said, «1t yap had been 

able t o EQ»~«1 came whore I eould, «ee 
you." "~'T 

"If you «rere «*o anxious t o see me,*» 
she said, "*you might have ealled. 

"Pm coming t o gee you to-morrow 
morning." •• 

"You speak a s though you •had de^ 
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Havers was a better man than himself. 
This conclusion decided him to hurry 
matters, for although he acknowledged 
Havers to be the better man, he had 
no Intention to play Into hla hands. 
It was a fair game between them, and 
the chances lay, n o t on the knees of 
the gods, but on t h e lips of Mrs. Hild­
yard. 

Soon after her vis i tors had gone, 
and when Mrs. Hlldyard's pretty 
brows were wrinkled with thought, 
Colonel Oliver entered the room. He 
was Mrs. • Hlldyard's uncle, who man­
aged to pass a very easy and comfort­
able existence In Che n o t unpleasant 
task of steering h i s niece through the 
shoals of young llidofhood. His the­
ory of life w a s of the simplest,—to 
trust no woman, t o look upon every 
man as a possible enemy, and to 
treat all enemies for diplomatic pur-

• poses, as friends. Hla practice was 
otherwise, tor ho trusted all women 
like a child, h e was simple and tender 
in his friendship, and h e had not an 
enemy in the world. Old Oliver was^ 
Indeed, the easiest of guardians, and 
any man might have made love to 

I Mrs. Hlldyard under his very 
nose without his being COUBCJOUB of It. 

"Who were your visitors?" ae 
' asked. 

She told him. 
I "They come here pretty often, don't 

they?" 
"Not oftener thajn other people." 

i "Ah!" he said. "I l ike 'em Uoth. 
Havers Is clever. Emerton dashed 
pleasant. I've thought once or twice . 

.they were getting rather fond of you ' 
I Nellie." 0 I 
, "My dear unc*e, you're always 

thinking the mosf foolish things!" I 
"I don't blame 'em, dear child. If I 

were a young man. and not your uncle, 
I Bhould want to marry you. I dori't 

| Bay I would marry you; I'm not sure 
that you could be trusted more than 
any other woman. But If people will 
marry they might d o worse." I 

Mrs. Hildyard was thlnging again, 
' and hardly heard what the colonel was 

saying. , 
i "Don't forget," sho said, "that on 
I Wednesday we're to go* to the Hay-
market with Mr. "Havers. Ase d o re-

I member to put on a new shirt, notone 
' of these old, old tilings you're so fond < 

of." j 
"They Were good enough la my 

day," he grumbled. "But If you re­
mind me again on Tuesday, I will see 

' about it." | 
"And you might let me have my 

diamonds for that evening." she said. 
He opened h i s eyes and looked a t her ! 
from under inquiring brows, but he 

I was too wise to question her. 

.elded about it long ago." 
"So I dia. I decided three days ago." 
"Why to-morrow particularly?" 
"For an unimportant reason," he 

said. "But It pleased my conscience. 
Good night." He nodded to Havers and 
Colonel Oliver and slipped "away. 

The nert morning h e called on Mrs. 
Hlldyard? Ity assured himself tfeat he 
was perfectly cool—and so he was un­
til h i s hand waa on the knocker; then, 
he went t o pieces. The collapse was 
s o unexpected that he inconviently 
thought o f fflgfet. That, however, be­
ing impossible, he had to stifle his 
nervousness between the front door 
and the drawing room. Th i s he did h y 
the not ancornmon plan o f drifting 
into reckleaineBS. For a time the 
careful reserve of M m Hlldyard's de­
meanor kept h i m lb strangling check; 
but a l l at once ota discretion snapped 
like a dry twig. 

"J can't keep, it in any longer!" h e 
olurteu o i s t "I lave you! If you tel l 
me t o go away, I'l go, and—and—I 
want rou to marry me. I know i t 
seems absurd. I've nothing to l i v e 
you except my love. I shall never d o 
anything great or make a name for 
you. I'm not i n the least clever; hut 
If you'll only take m e for what I am, 
I'll—" H e broke off. There w a s m 
most becoming moisture in Mrs. Hlld­
yard's eyes; her voice had a tremulous 
softness that made Emerton suddenly 
look up. ; 

"I don't want you to do any t h i n s 
great to snake a name for mo, D o yoa 
think I should love you any better i t 
you did? I will marry you—as you 
• a r c . " ••- • • • — --

She rose aa s h e spoke, and Emerton 
sprang up with a little, joyful cry, and 
had her i n hla arms before he could 
apeak a word. His victory had bwm 
so easy that It dated him. To posse** 
the desire of h i s heart was t l m o i t t o o 
rich a conquest, and Mrs. Hlldyard'a 
cheek wa» *at—wot with tha happiest 
tears, 

"Last nJgnt,"-Em*r(orl said a little 
. later, as they sa t hand In hand Ilka 

children, "as I was watching you I 
thought what a horrible tMog i t wouM 
be t o lose, yoo—to know that yoi* 
would newer come any fioaretf t o me." 

I "You mustn't think *stfmtt w c U 
I things a n y more. K«re i s Colonel Ol­

iver. Tel l him all about i t ." 
Later i n the day Emerton met Hav­

ers. The latter waa rather downcast, 
but ho welcomed the other quite ^cor­
dially. Emorton told him that h e was 
engaged t o Mra. Hlldyard. 

"I expected It ." Havers said. "I .pro-
posed to her myself* last night, and 
was rofused. It was at the end o f 
the second act.** 

"Poor old chap!" Bmertoa laid, 
a Httlo wearily. 

"I gave you a fair chance, flldta't I?** 
asked Emerton eagerly. "I hover saw 
her after thst afternoon las t week. I 

Wanted «verywSer«. gtwrti** wcwi. Idem, 
poem*, illustrated *'teles, advasct »**» 
dfawiags, photographs. uft*j*B sftfclea, ««, 
etc, ptttthattd. AttisUa w U e d and w*. 
pned fo* publication, jtoitjant i i j&ft Skr-d 
for ptrticnl *r* a id fuTUafor**iton befort 
leading attlclt*. 
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guessed how tbJnw were going, and I' 
made up m y mind to. wait until to-dayv. 
If you had w6a last ailht—•" 

"But I didn't, '^nank you, t*totfirI», 
f o | doing what you did. I t waa g A e r -
ous of yon. Not many men w6uld hare 
done It I would have drfne (jhe »»m« 
by you. I ask you t o beUeVe that, a l ­
though trie chance never came." 

"I do believe It." They shoo* ,,h»tfas 
and parted, HaTreis to cure i»|i linrt a « 
best he tnlghjt, and aSmertdiji t » wsUc 

E m e r t o n ^ d ' ^ t harVy matters, but' « | **; **W» t ^ S & & ^ & 
by Wednesday evening he had worked « " " J f ^ j S S J ? ? ^ L ^ l l M 

him. and the convi<^onsgre^^at%HS ( 

was a better man tfen^nimaelf;---
Charles Kennett furrow, i n the1 ^ k ^ c n . 

himself up t o such a pitch of excite­
ment the* there w a s nothing for it. Lut 
to get into a handsom and drive to 
the theatre. He was rather late, but 
by good fortune he secured a stall, and 
took his place I n a rapidly filling 
house. The orchestra was h If 
through the overture, and before he 
could discover Mrs. Hlldyard the 
lights were down and the curtain up. 
He began to feel uncomfortable; per­
haps she bad repented aftpr all and 
had not come, just as s h e bad escaped 
from the Pettigrews to go to the Ly­
ceum with him a n d the obedient col-
dnel. Perhaps she had been expecting 
him to call and rennv his ofler; per­
haps by this time she was very angry 
with him; or pernaps she had chosen 
to put him o u t of her mind altogether, 
and he and all h i s hopes were t o be 
cast adrift. 

Qatar T r « mt MHST*«ir*u , , 
Persons visiting Niagara F a l l s * i n 

summer often have their attention a t ­
tracted t o the cyieer shapes taJkei'on 
by tho trees Which trow imnW i s l y 
around t o e great cataract. A trio o f 
Sturdy o l d trunks which must h e "Very 
bit of fifty years old, and' y e t . *r** 
graced with a tuft of foliage" which 
seems io belong to a sapling of a f e w 
summers, stands near the American 
fails. 

A visit to t h e falls at this season 
will explain t h e reason for t h e gro­
tesque appearance o f the trees. Th« 
mist thrown t ip by the falling "wafcwr 
settles o n the trees in such quantities 

He looked at thf> s t ge that they often assume the 'appeaimee' 
vacantly, as a m a n In a muse looks of icebergs stranded, high and* dry*on' 
vaguely at a picture; only a detached , the banks> As the weight of the i c e 
phrase here or there made any impres- ' 
slon on his brain, and when the end of 
the first act came he ros» wparllv to 
go out. At once, how.'vnr. he s i t 
down again, fully alive. Two rows H : 
front of him he bad caught si?ht » 
Mrs. Hlldyard's beautiful aid n>-
matfd profile; on her left sat C 1 n 1 
Oliver, on her right Havers. An 
ironic conversation between two ex­
asperated gentlemen i n the gallery 
caused her t o turn around. She saw 
Ettrertonr recogttteed h i m wffik & UttJLo 
bow and flicker o f the eyelids, and 
went on talking quietly to Havers. 
Havers, on nis part, was speaking 
very earnestly; the tense attitude of 
h is shoulders indicated effort. At In­
tervals he glanced at his compnnion 
Hke one who wishes oovetly to s ee the 

4Sm-

increases the weake&y.boughs break 
away under t h e burden and after a 
very cold seasotflfoe tree emerges from. 
Its plat ing of im shorn entirely of i t s 
branches. Th«f trunk alone; stands, 
when touched b y spring's warm' breath 
it shoots out into a very'"elds'} a^d 
compact bunch of leaves, which ^ibka 
ridiculous on t h e topNrt sueh a Heavy 
piece of timber. •> • '' -
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next Wednesday. 
—•De reszke, 
Mrs. Hildyard! 
to go." - . . 

'•* ahouM KWB ft!w saftt Mrs. HU<*~ * * T . . 1 T 
yard. 

" B i t i t ' s for iteact 

Itjtvae a barber w h o had long served; 
on the' d r a c W r W ^ a n : A l a M c r _finte# 
whose saloon w a s visited b y one of t h e 
owners. The indications of t h e gen­
eral notion trade done by this t;Onsor-
ial artist were much in evidence, a n d 
were set out wi th a skill that wouM 
have put an Oxford street w i n d o w 
dresser t o the blush. "I don't Quite 

But h e waited to t h e e n d of the second 

Wedaesoay. • To* ' ^ ^ B H ^ ^ < f t S ? , f g S i ^ | 
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