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“Faher Relfing’s Swan |

(By Marion Ames Taggart.)

The holidays were over and the DOyS ‘cheeks flushed, and eye bright,
had come back to St. Oswald's to face whole face transflgured by the music
cheerfulness the {5 which he was listening.
longest and hardest part of the school, announcing
Will's {llness had delivered his tidings,
Herr Baumeister struck a false chord

with more or less

ear. .
y The day was cold, and a knot of the
gtudents were standing just on one
foot, and then on the other, discussing
with zo small disgust a new boy who
had arrived during their absence.

No one knew whence he had come,
not even those who speat holidays at
gchool. All that could be learned was
that he was there—a self-svident fact
—poor, dull and unscciable.

He was a pinched lad, his clothes
were unmistakably cast off by anvther,
and larger boy, and when he was spok- |
en to he shrank and trembled llke a
frightened animal, answerng incoher-
ently.

He was a mystery, and none of the
lads were too well pleased to have
adaed to their nuumbers, and they
treated him with the careless unin-
tentional cruelty that well-fed, healthy
boys suvmetimges show to ule who 18
dull and unable to join in thelr sports.

There was a rumor afloat in  the

of the quesfien.

The pews came while they were a.tI

irehearsal, during which no one noticed -
that Hans, ‘the swan,’ was present, his

his

GREAT GUNS AT |

“States DA ve Deon engaged. -

The Ordnance exhibit will”show the
histericai develcpment of grdhance in
the United States, 4 gun represenging |

with his left hand, and his right
clutched his halr tragically. *’Tis no
use. no use,” he exclaimed. 'Oh, what

luck!’

When--the messenger -

PAN-AMERICAN

Uacle Sam Will Show Mammoth

Coast

Defenders at the

it,’

The boys sat with speechless horror,
taking in the fact that their
tainment was ruined.
‘served Hans creeping
piano, his head erect, his cheeks crim-

son. ‘'l can, mein Herr,’ he sald sim-

.bly.
“You ean, you can whaf™ asked the

big German, in his bruming bass.

I heard you play

‘Sing Will's part.

replied Hans.

The boys laughed, in spite of thelr
despair, but the professor
‘Vere hat you dis music face hidded?”
he asked. raising his hand for silence,
and surveying with experienced eye
the boy's altered visage, recognizing

the look it bore.

‘You can sing?
school that the secret Of bls &PPEAT- ha struck the opening chord of Will's

ance had leaked out, and Jim Davis grge golo.

knew it, hence the gruup standing mi

tale with all
calls forth,
‘Why, he's a perfect dumb

A little timidly, but galning courage
the play ground, gathered w hear the ' gq he went on in the delight of the
the eagerness a E“-U"Yimelody, Hans_ began.
High, and true and sweet, with a qual-
skull {1y quite indescribable, but which
Diek Hobson was saylng with lufinite ' na4e even the boys who were not mu-
scorn. ‘When I asked him if he want- 4] wigh they were where they could

ed to have a catch in the corridor, he 'ory yngeen.

said: “Can't play, sir!” {ireat Scott'
can't play ball, and says sir’
the use of Father Helving telilng us
to be kind and play with him if the
fellow can't play?

‘It's my bellef he can't read ecither/
gaid Ed. Willis. °'You see he’s not in

wanted one of my books, and he got as
red &8 fire, and fust shook Mis bend,
and kind of slunk off’

‘Oh, he’'s Dutch!' said Jim Regan,
with the note of scorn in his voice
which the mention of a foreigner of-
ten calls forth in youngsters born on
American soll. 'Maybe he can't read
English letters.’' ‘

‘Well, I'd like to know where Fath-
er Helving pilcked up such a noodle,
sald Dick Hobson. ‘We don't want
such stuff at St. Oswald’'s. Jim Davis
knows, he'll tell us. And here he
comes,’ added Ed. Willis, as a big boy
sauntered towards them.

‘Yes, I heard where he camse from,
as much as any one knows,” he re-
plied to the questions assailing him
as he came up. ‘I womn't tell how I
know, but I heard that he was found
outside the school gate most starved
and frozen, and had not enough
clothes to call clothes. And Father
Helving took him in, and now he's go-
ing to keep him because the fellow has
not anyone Dbelonging to him, and
Father Helving’s going to try to make
something of him, but I guess
have a lively time trying to do it, for
he is the stupidest thing ! ever maw,
and if the story’s true, he's nothing
but a beggar.

‘Well, I don’t mind that' said Dick

Hobson, easily, *‘because he's got a
good chance to be president when he
stops begging.'

‘1 don’t know how you make that

out,” said Jim Regan, 'seems to me ft
takes a lot of begging to get an of-
fice.’

‘No, it don’t; it takes a lot of dicker-
ing,’ said Ed. ‘You take my money,
and I'll take your office, that's what
the deal is, and beggars are not in it.’

‘Oh, bother politics!' broke in Dick.

“Don’t be so smart, fellows. What I
say about is that it is nobody's fauit
to be poor, and some of our fathers
came over here poor enough, goodness
knows. But this kid—Yans—he's 80
dumb and scared that he's not worth
bis keep. and if Father Helving wants
to take a boy for charity I wish he'd
take one with something in him,
who'd be a credit to St. Oswalds.
"7 In splte of This expression of 6pin-
Jon Hans stayed, and went about the
school with the same frightened dulls
mess as at first. He shrunk from con-
tact with his fellows, who tried to
treat him kindly, as obedience and
charity demanded, but the effort was
not successful, the boys are not good
at concealing their feelings, and, as
Dick said, ‘Hans was so dumb.’

But Father Helving saw promise in
the delicate face, and dreamy blue
eyes, and hoped for the good effort
of food and kindness in removing what

evidently to him the result of
starvation and cruelty. So persistent-
Iy he trusted to making something of
poor Hans that one of the older boys
remarking that Father Helving was
looking for his ugly duckling to turn |
& swan any day, Hans was henceforth
called by the school on the sly, ‘Father
Helving’'s swan.’

St. Oswald's was to give a Twelfth
Night concert, and great excitement
prevailed, for a large audience was
promised. and the proceeds were to re-
furnish the school hall.”

If there was one thing the 8. Os-
wald boys glorified in more than an-
other it was their soprano, Will Ford,
whose voice was famous in the neigh-
boring city, and who was to sing the!
galos in a difficult cantata which was
to be given on fhe night«of the con-
cert, and for which the boys had been
trained by Herr Baumeister, the music
teacher, for weeks before the holidays,
and every day since their feturn, What
was their horror to learn two days be-
fore the concert that Wil Ford was
down with tonsilitis, and all chance
wis out

f

\
\

The song ended, a murmur of ap-
What's ' h1auge arose, and the boys remarked
that Will Ford was not in {t with this
ugly duckling of Father
who was not merely turning out a

Goot!

swan, bnt a nightingale,

As to Herr Baumeister, being a Ger-
any classes, and | asked him If be mgn and not ashamed of emotion, and
a musician who wmost recessarily feel
"Tt. the tears ran down 1mto his - big
i beard, and taking Hans {n his arms
‘he kissed him on both cheeks, break-
"Ing into enthusinstic pralse in German,
English not only being too cold but
quite unattainable in the excitement

of the moment.

And so Hans

of the pitcher
crack oarsman, although one
send {n such curves,
“could pull a stroke that could not be
he’ll beaten.

And Father Helving was well pleas-
ed that his charlty had been 8o well
‘ disposed, and he smiled with satisfac-
tion over Hauns' appropriate nicknames,
‘Father Helving's swan.’ _

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR.

The First Reception of Members Into
the Commuhnity in This Country.
Bishop McQonnell,
Brooklyn, officiated last Monday, the
feast of the Annunciation of the-Bless-
ed Virgin, at the first ceremony ever
. performed in the United States of the
reception of postulanis into the order
of the Little Sisters of the Poor.
Heretofore all candidates for this or-
der have been compelled to go to
'France for theéir reception of the habit
and it was at the mother house in
France that they underwent their no-

Rt.

sang at the concert,
and everyone found words inadequate
for the praise of his marvellous voice.
There was one thiug the walif could do,
and do well, with something like ge-
nius, for in his alender frame had been
lodged the divine gift of music.
Stimulated by the admiration he re-
ceived, Hans came out of his shell of
shyness, and he proved he could do
many other things besides sing, though
he was above all things 8 musician.
People flocked on Sunday afternoons
to St. Oswald's chapel at Vespers to
hear the boy's soprano, and his mates
became more proud of him than even
of the nine, or thelr

No one ob-
towards

Such a volce.

and the other

enter-

the

frowned.

Begin® and
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Helving's,

could
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Buffalo Exposition.

-

It has sometimes been sald by un-
thiuking people that the seacoast clitles’!
of the United States are not well de- !
fended. A fluod of new light wiil be let '
tnto soch gloomy minds by the Ord-
nance exhibit of the War Department
at the Pan-American Exposition. When !
the Exposition opeus for its six months’ !
season at Buffalo on May 1 of this
year, the early visitor will find the
largest apd most powerful guardians
of vur seacvasts’ ever exhibited by the
Uhnited States Government. Even the
smaller of the two great new guns {n
the Government exhibit at the Exposi-
tion will be larger than any ever before
displayed by our Uncle Samuel.

Captaln Peter C. Harris, who repre-
sents the War Department, in charge
of the entirée war exhibit, has been en-
gaged actively for months upon his
great work of collecting the newest dis-
play of the kind ever made in this
country. It was an absurd question
perhaps that 1 asked when I inquired
if his exhibits would be ready on May
1, as though there were any other al-
ternative for a soldier. The Captain
looked reprovingly at me.

“But of the guns—great guns, indeed;
big around as a-locometive-boller, thir- |
ty odd feet long, with a more savage
muzzle than ever coughed destruction
upor any hostile fleet; bulilt with the
accuracy of a watch; so delicate in ad-
Justment that a little finger may trav-
erse the gun, thus moving a welght of
pearly half a million pounds, yet 2 ma-
chine to spout a volcano blast and to
create an eartbquake at the will of
man!

The blg gun of which I speak is a
United States Army twelve-inch
breechloading rifle, model of 1895,
mounted upon & disappearing carfinge.
Its welght, stripped of everything,
even the breech block, s 115,000
pounds. Its total length is 36 88-100
feett The maximnm diameter at the
breech I8 44.5 Inches. It throws an
armor plercing shot weighing 1,000
pounds, the length of which is three
and one half feet. [t also throws a pro-
Jectile.an armor plercing shell welghing
1,000 pounds, four feet long, carrylng a
bursting charge of 89.4 pounds of gun
cotton. The charge of powder Is 240
pounds of smokeless or 490 pounds of
brown prismatic powder. The muzzle
velocity of the projectiles under the
above conditions is 2,800 feet per sec-
ond, with & maximom pressure per
square inch of 87,000 pounds. The
muzzle energy is 86,671 foot tons, The
power of penetration in steel at the
muzzle I8 80.9 inches, at 1,000 yards
285 inches, at 2,600 yards 25.5 inches
and at 3,600 yards 23.5 inches. The
total weight of the gun and carrfage s
477,959 pounds. The carringe is twen-
ty-five feet in diameter at the base,
and the gun when In firing position is
seventeen feet above the base of the
carriage. ‘When the shot is fired, the
vecoil causes the mechanism to lower
the gun sevén and one-hglf feet, be-
hind the parapet. The gun has an ac-
curacy of alm for about eight miles,
and the extreme range is about double

senal, near Boeston. The disappearing
carriage was designed severnl years
ago by Captain Butfington, now Briga
dier General and Chief of Ordnance.
and fmproved and adapted to woedern
steel ritles by Captain Willlam Crozier.
Ordnance Corps, Unlted States Army
It is known as the Butfingion-Crozier
carriange. The wmounting of these mam-
moth pleces of ordnance has been p
tte imwmediate charge of Lieutenant
R. H. C. Kelton and a small detall of
ertillerymen.

To enable the abserver readily to

make an intelligent comparison of the
mounts of our seacoast gups Captain
Harris has caueed to be placed by the
side of the great twelve-inch gun a ten-
inch rifie on a barbette carriage. In o
barbette carriage the rifle is at all
times exposed above the parapet. The
reader may remember the discussion on
the subject between General Miles and
the Ordpnance Board, the general not
favoring the dlsappearing device, chlef-
ly on account of ita complicated mecha-
nism and its lability to get out of or-
der. Each carriage appears to have its
particular use. On clevated sites the
parapet furnishes all the protection re-
quired, but on a fat coast the disap-
Hpearing—wonld:

low sites the rifle mmust be mounted
either on & disappesring carriage or in
a turret. The expense of a turret Is es-
timated at about four and a half times

great advantage. It Is thought that on

every type adopted by the .Unitaii}
States and showing the evolution- of
| guns, mortars and howitsers, Awmoug y
the howltzers will 1é one made In 17 e
Therg will also be thirty or forty tro-
phy guns, displayed sccording 1o perl
od of capture. A navel feature will s
trophy fountaiti, representing a borst-:
Ing shell, with water ¢pouting from ita
crevices. This will be moynted on a
plle of projectlies, surrounded by tro-
pky guns. ) - .
The largest gons mountell in aby of
our scaceast batterles during thi war
of 1812 were tweidty-four pounders, the
diameter of hore-being lvss tifin she
inches and the welght of guns B.500
pounds. They were » Mitle over ton
feet long, and the powder charge was |
six and eight pounds of black powder.
They were rmounted upon wopden ¢iir
riages. In 1820 the thirty-two pounder, |
withr a caliber of ¢4l inches, using a ]
charge of cight to ten pounds of black | drawings i
powder, was adopted, and in J§31 the > B
forty-two pounder, with a ealiber or| ilarsn
seven inches and using ten to fonrfoen
pounds of black powder,~came into use, | 89
In 1844 the eight and ten Inch Colum-|- Th
blads fired a shot weighing sixty-five | P
pounds and used & chargo of ten to fit.§ 9F,
teen pounds of black powder. The ten-}
luch shot weighed 120 pounds, and the
powder chiarge was cighteen ang tyen-
{y pounds. SR |
In 1861 the first fifteen-nch Rodman
gon was cast. These guna wero
smoothbores of cast iron. The process ||
of manufactuye was evolved by Gen-
eral Rodman, who, to provent Injurl o
ous straina produced by coollng cast-§,- .
ings from the exterfor, cast these guna
on & hollow coro and cooled by &}k
stream of water or alr passing through
the core. Rodmnn's fifieen-inch gim
el A, we ds with
& charge of forty pounds of hlack pow- |,
‘der and was the firat great gun intro. |

supertatendant of
pare this exhid

| dueed in modern- ADy. ] gered

Just before the Clvil War-xifiod-mays— &l
kets and guus began to displace 1,300

the cost of the disappearing carriage.

smoothbores.. cﬂ?wn I.N\!Ow,lﬂﬂel . ‘: ‘, ﬂ

MORTAR IN FRONT OF UNITED STATHS GOV T
PAN-AMERICAN KXPOSITION. ..

The Endicott Board on Ordnance and

_Ireland, on May 12, 1821, and in his

vitiate. The provincial house in the
Brooklyn dlocese, at Bushwick and
DeKalb avennes, has been considered
the mother house here, although not
officially bearing that title. On the

—arethe-puildings- for¢
the Home for the Aged. It was in
one of these buildings, the little brick
chapel, that Bishop McDonnell officiat-
ed last Monday.

Only the inmates of the home, 400
white-haired men and women, many
over 90 years of age, were permitted
to be present, besides the 20 black-
robed nuns of the order. The cere-
monies, which lasted two hours, were
most impressive. At their conclusion
the eleven postulants prostrated them-
gelves on the floor bBefore the altar,
Four sisters of the order appeared car-
rying a large black robe and spread it
over the eleverf postulants. While the
latter lay beneath the robe, shut out
from the world, they repeated thelr
vows, and the 20 sisters present
chanted latin prayers.

Bishop McDonnell madé an address
explaining how the Pope had granted
gpecial permission to have the cere-
mony performed here.

BISHOP SWEENEY. OF ST. JOHN,
R N. B, DEAD: .

The Right Rev. John Sweeney, D.
D., Bishop of St. John, N. B., and dean
of the Roman Catholic -hierarchy in
Canada, fs dead at St. John. He was
born in Clones, County Monaghan,

youth went with his parents to 8t
John, where he began his education at
the grammar school. He commenced
fis ecclesiagtical studies at St An-
drew’s College, Prince Edward Island,
and completed thep at Laval Univer-
sity, Quebec, wliere he was ordained in |
September, 1844. On April

Bisbop of

that distance.

15, 1360, he | Afsenal, vear

8t John, " T

B it

As 1 bhave said, guns of this type

"

have never before been exhibited by
the United States Government, and
R s e — L Thagne-shown-at-the--Papn-American

_~“CAPTAIN PETER C. HARRIS, U, 8. &
JBuperintendent of Ordnanee Exhibit st Pan-Amer-
fcan Exposition.)

4hey - are *designed for use in secret
fortifleationis, to which no visitors are
admitted under any cireumstances. The

Ktiutactured at V

wis m ot
R )
atertown

at Wateryliet.

Ar

Fortifications a number of years ago
decided in favor of the disappearing
carriage, and the department has been
laboring to obtaln a satisfactory one.

Exposition is considered the most per-
fect in the world. .
The ten-inch breechloading rifle is
trom the rodel'of 1895 and welghs 66,-
700 pounds. Its total length is 80,76
feet, and the dlameter of the breechis
thirty-seven inches. The proj e In
an armor plercing shot o¢ shell. The
shell carries & bursting chafge of 22.4
pounds of gun cotton and weighs 575
pounds,” having a length of four feet.
The solid shot I8 three and one-half
feet long. The powdér charge 1s 149
pounds of smokeless powder, and the
muzzle velocity of the projectile is
2,300 feet-in & second. The miximum
pressture per - square inch is 37,000
pounds. The muezzle energy with the
-Gharge of smokeless powder is 21,086
foot tons. The gun has a penetratiig
power of twenty inches in stecl at
2,500 yards. ‘ S
At the right of the ten-inch gun a
twelve-inch mortar has been mounted,
and it is no small affair. B‘mtx;r 10

are motinted behind sections of & para- |
pet, and the four. pleces represent vne |-

‘gum of each type used in seaconst Lorti-

fications. . : ’
To the left of the great twelve-lnch |

disappearing gun will be exidbited the

the twelve-dnch g itself representing
- the cﬁmi&ﬂ&‘gzhe uall btk

old senconst ordmance of the United |
Ntates, arranged In a historieal serien, |

were the ficst ones of Jarge cal
in the United Bintes sorvice.
gest of these bad &n ¢gh
inch bore und were cast hollo
cooled from the interior on the-Rod-
QA DIRG., ey -were- T
shrioking ‘a. cotled: ban
fron gvérthat pottion of
surrounds the powdeér ¢
elghtinch Parrott &
gated projectile welghing 150 1o
with o charge of sixteen poti
black powder, "The ek £l

& 250 pound’ elongatéd '
. twenty-five potinds

Chizs; alsg
airis, - sliowin
these armi i
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