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BLAKE A DAREDEVIL.

mumn IRISH-AM ERICAN LEADER OF
THE BOERS.

A Graduate of West Poiat, He Was

T Weted For His Skill In Horseman-

ohip—Noew Harassing British Ia
Seuth Afriea.

Phe Irish-American leader of the
Irish brigade, who was recently report-
ed by cable to be krarassing the British
forces near Lourenco Marques, 18 no
other than John Y. Franklin Blake,
termerly of the United States army.
T'wo years ago he commanded a regi-
ment of Boer rough riders in the bat-
ties around Ladysmith. Army officers
who graduated in the class of '80 re-
member Blake as a daredevil, and he
was familiarly known in the United

OOLONEL JOHN Y. F. ELAKRE.

States army as “Give a Damn’’ Blake,
Although not more than 40 years old,
Blake bas had a romantic career, dat-
img from his Arst night in New York,
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. manner of means vicious or offensive

* - devil manner won for him the nick-

* iﬂ:htmnpumpmaemm:m

during his four years at West Point,
where it is alleged that he participated
tn the mystery surrounding the clip-
of a colored cadet’s ears—Cadst
ttaker—down to his latest adven-
tares in South Africa.

An old friend of Blake, In recalling
@erne of the Incidents of the latter's ca-
geer {n the service of the United States,
sadd:

*“l1 never knew a better specimen of
physical culture than Blake. Ho was
ee inch more than six feet tall and
magnificently proportioned, not carry-
fag an ounce of superfluous flesh, and
4 natural born athlete. His striking
@ppearance, genial manners and ready
wit made bim most companionable
among men. Besides, he was a great
favorite with the ladies—not what you
would vulgarly call & ‘masher,” but a
brave, gallant, polished gentleman,
who had the happy faculty of saying
and doing the right thing at an oppor-
tune moment with an unconscious and
unaffected alr that was irresistible.

“He could give and take a joke better
than the ordlpary man, and many of
his best stories are told on himself.
He amused a company of jovial asso-
ciates by relating his first experience
fn New York city when he came east to
take his examination for admission to
West Point. He recelved his designa-
tlon from Kansas City, having been
Sorn in the rural districts of Missourl
He left home accompanied by admoni-
tions to look out for bunko steerers
and confidence men and was particu-
larly cautioned not to blow out the gas,

‘A8 he tells it, his first night in New
York came very near being his last,
He retired late. The following morn-
ing the clerk, becoming alarmed at his
nonappearance, sent a servant to ascer-
tain what had become of him. His
door was found lock ed, and there was a
strong smell of escaping gas. The door
was forced open, and young Blake was
found in an almost exhauste@ condi-
tion. His friends Insisted that he
‘blew out the gas,’ and he let it go at
that.

*“‘He had no difficulty in passing the
examination and entered West Point
Bept. 1. 1876, Centennial year. He grad-
uated four years later and was assign-
ed to duty with the Sixth cavalry in
Arizona. While at the academy he
was the ringleader in all the fun and
frivolity Indulged In by the cadets. He
was probably the most popular member
of his class.

“It is said that he was the ringleader
in the sensational incldent attending
the alleged clipping of Cadet Whitta-

ker’s ears. There has always been |

more or less mystery surrounding the
affair of Cadet Whittaker. It Is even
mid that Blake actuaily performed the
ear clipping, bat this is not vouched
for.

“His former classmates ‘declare that’
e was the life of the academy during
the four years he was there. He was
full of resources for funmaking and
youthful pranks, but he was by no

@ his habits, His good natured, dare-

mame ‘Give & Damn” Blake,and it fol-
Jowed him Into the army. He proved
Nimself a marvelous horseman, and on
that account he was assigned to the
cavalry branch of the service after
graduation,

*While with his regiment in Arizona
ke was & constant source of merriment
flor his associates, and he helped to

l|:meoirboy| in the west, and ‘Give a
Damn’ Blake is to this day often refer
red to as ‘the best horsemman that ever
sat In a government saddle.’

“In October, 1887, he was promoted
to the rank of first lieutemant. Two
years iater he resigned his commission

' richest belles of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
whom he met at Fort Leavenworth.
“After leaving the service he took up
his residence in Grand Raplds and en-
gaged in the rallroad business. He
was as popular in business circles and

soclety in Grand Rapids as he was i
the ariny. Proaperity in business and
popularity in soclety were more easily
attained by Blake than domestic tran-
quillity. A few years later his friends
heard, to their disthay, that a shadow
had fallen over the magnificent house-
Bheld of thelr onece jolly companion and
classmate. He separated from his wife
snd left Grand Rapids for parts un-
known. s

“Possessed of an independent nature,
accompanied by a certain amount of
pride which would naturally be found
in a map of his pature, he decided to
part from all associations in Grand
Rapids. About six years sgo aome of
the friends of his youth hkeard from
him {n SBouth Africa, whither he drift-
ed soon after shaking the Qust of
Grand Rapids from his feet. As to his
caresr in that faroff country nothing
definite 'can-be ascertained here, It is
quite evident from the recent war
news from the Transvaal that ‘Give a
Damn’ Blake is in the saddle teaching
the Boers how an American soldier
leads a cavalry charge.”

MISS MAUD GONNE,

Converted te Irish Nationalism by
Witaessing Crumel Eviotion.

Two distinguished Irish lecturers in

the persons of Miss Maud Gonne and

when Be was nearly Kl by gas; | Major-Jobn MoBride, the orgeniser-of

the Irish brigade of the Transvaal ar
my,appeared at the Academy of Music,
New York, one recent Sunday even-
ing under the patronage of the Clan-
na-Geel. A large and enthusiastic au-
dience greeted them. The appearance
of Miss Gonne and Major McBride up-
on the stage caused a prolonged dem-
onstration.

Major McBride in the course of his
lecture =aid that there had been no
trouble in getting Irish recruits for the
Boer army and that the boys had been
told long before hostilities actually
broke out to be getting ready for a con-
test with the SBaxon. Many of the men,
he said, had never previously ridden a
horse or put finger to a trigger, but
they were soon ready for service.

When Miss Gonne stepped forward,
most of the audience rose and greeted
her with loud applause. She said in
part:

*“The hour of Ireland's destiny seexns
near at hand. We have come to Amer-
ica to consult with you before the crisis
comes. In Victoria's reign Ireland has
become & dying nation. Ireland has
spent 30 years in parliamentary agita-
tion. She {8 dying of it. At the last
election pot more than half the voters
went to the polls. They have lost theilr
faith in changes through parliamentary
means.

“Why should we not succeed in our
fight for lndependence as you Ameti-

MISS MAUD GONNE.

cans did and as the Boers will surely
do? To check immigration s the first
necessity and to encourage industry so
that the fieople may be given work.
“Last year when Victoria came to
Ireland she was recelved by the officers
and the landlords, but not a hat was
taken off by the working people,”

Miss Gonne is the daughter of an
Irish colonel of the British arniy, and
&if her family connections sre loyslists
and of the landlord class. One uncle is
& general In the British army, & cousin
s & captain, while her only sister is the
wife of Colonel Pilcher, who 19 serring
sgainst the Boers In South Africa.

Her converaion to Irish Nationalism
was the result of witnessing a ¢ruel
eviction while nn & visit to the house
of & neighboring landlord. ‘
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County Mayo. The Jameson rald made
hMm scent the coming struggle from
afar, and he went to South Africa ir-
mediately after the news of that crime,
fully determined to take service with
the Boers on the outbreak of hostili-
ties. He held a good position {n one

ultimstum and immedistely called a
meeting of Irishmen to organise tor
the defense of the republic,

South Galway’s New Membher.

William Duffy. the recently eilected
member ¢f parlisment for South Gal-
way, is only 383 years old, but he has
done good work for the Irish national
cause. He was born ‘at Loughrea and
educated at St. Brendan’s seminary.
He ts honorary secretary of the South
Galway executive committee of the
United Irish League and has been sec-
retary of the County Galway Athletic
associaton. He has been imprisoned
on two occasions during the Land
League war on the alien possessors of
the lauds of Ireland.

COUNT.ALBERT DE MUN.

Chamypion of the Reman Cuthelle
Clersy In the Frenchk Chamber.
Count Albert de Mun openly charges

Premier Waldeck-Rousseau with at-

tempting to strangle religious liberty

in France and denounces in vigorous
terms the government’s bill to disssive
the monastic orders {n that country.
The government’s bill, which, it is
argued, will drive religious associa-
tions from France, is couched in gen-
era] terms, but the third section, if en-
forced, would be mortal to the monas-
tic orders which flourish in the repub-

He. It provides (1) that no assoclation

between Frenchmen and foreigners

can be formed without a state charity;

(2) that assoclations whose AQirectors

are forelgners or Hive abroad l.nd a890-
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COUNT ALBEKRT DE NUN.
ciations whose members live in com-
mon cannot exist without special acts
of parliament permitting them. This
is the most important law proposed by
the third republic and one of the most
fmportant developments of French po-
Iitical 1ife since the great tevolution.
Nearly 80 years ago Count de Mun
organized the Olrcles of Tatholic Work-
ingmen, where laborers were taught
that the salvation of France would be
best achieved by a retarn to religious
principles and the restoration of the
legittmate king to the throne. In 1875
be ran for parliament as a Royalist and
was supparted by all the clergy. The
pope himself sent him on the eve of
election the cross of St. Gregory. He
has been several times elected as Roy-
alist representative, and he is the one
uncompromising Royalist Roman Cath-
olic statesman in the republic.

Received Into the Church,
More than 40 converts have been re-
celved recently at St. Francis Xavier's
church, in West Sixteenth street, New
York, by the Rev. John F. X. O’Conor,
8. J. They came from nearly every re-
ligious denomination. Among them are
former Lutherans, Presbyterlans, Bap-
tists, Methodists, Anglicans, Episcopa-
Iians, Campbellites, Congregationalists

ery rank and profession of life, includ-
ing an author, journalist, princess,
daughter of an eminent chief justice,
university graduate; merchant and art-
ist. Besides these, a large number of
others phave been instructed and bap-
tized by the Rev. Fathers Van Rensse-
laer, Francis McCarthy, Denny, Young,
MecCOlusky, Campbell and the other Jes-

uit fathers at the clmreh and in the |

mission.

Back In the Chureh.
M. Forain, the most celébrated

-of—theJobhaunesburg—mining —compea-
nies at the time of President Kruger's

and agnostics. They include alinost ev- |

POWEB OF THE HO&IE

178 INFLUENCE FOR GOOD 08 EViL
UPON THE CHILDREN.

Plenanres of Home ko fwast That
Thelr ORupring Will Frefer Them
te the Kvil Exsmples the Streetis
Ofer After Dark.

1t in the duty of every father and
moather to make honie atiractive to
thelr children. Home influence and
tralnlnx are saving powers. Let them
be quietly thrown around the boys and .
girls, angd they will soon learn to love
tne place where they have spent so
many happy hours.
Keep the children in the honse after
dark. Make the pleasuress of home %0
sweet that they will seek no ol

them kindly, take an interest In thelr
studies, answer thelr questions patient.
ly and provide them with plenty of
good Catholic bopks, mmgasines snd
papers. .

What we need at this moment are

tratping. If (athers and mothers would
only realixe this, so many young peopls |
would not go axiray, as they are now
doing. It isa sad trunth that thomands
of boys and girls are ruined mare fre.
quently by neglect at horme than fram
any other cause.
The father, at work all Ay, comes

home at night worn out and cross. Hoe
thinks he has Jot time to look sfter
the habit. of his chiliren. He {eeds
and clothea them and sends them to
church and school. Perbaps he ceca.
sionally scolds them for mking too
much noise, an@ his wife alw reproves

rupting {nfivences o4

After & time the boya nnd thelr
amusements away from Mome, on the
street corners, in the poolrooms, at the
theaters, 80 matters go on quietly uo
til some day the community is startied
by the announcement in the newspa.
pers of unexpected ¢rime and terrible |
disgrace. ‘The parents mesnt to do well |
by thelr child, Dut voconmclonsly they
-effected hiz ruin, -

God pity and woften the Lather whowe
childreh fear him, who grow aflent a1
his foot crosses the threshold, who
shun the room he darkens with his
presencel God bless the gpenerous,
cheerful, good unatured fFather, who,
though weary after the Iabor of the
day, still Lorgetm his cares and il the
bouse with joy and light! Him face Ia
& never failing source of ghdnes to
those who love him, and when he

and scramblo to see who shall kiss fa-
ther first, Such & greeting 1s & £all pay-
ment for all the tolls and vexations of .
the day.

Such & father will have great Infin.
ence over his children, Charefully he
gains their confidence, and securely he
keeps it. .As the evening advaness b
hofdi them by his mide; and-they lowe
to be there. Mmke your chiliren hap-
py. Whatever cares press 4o met neg- !/

them to yleld to your wishes~Weekly
Bouquet,

How a Countess Challemgeit Goll, -
In the town of Hanower, in Gex-

tion. To further show her contempt

her death her grave should be built up
of solid masonry and covered by large
stones bound together by iron elamps.
On this tomb was engraved her defl-
ant challenge that through eterity
this tomb should never be disturbed,
But one day the seed from sime iree,
either blown by the wind ox earried by
& bird, became lodgeddn a small crev-

- The Duty ot Parents In—toMako the|—— ——

Gather them round the table, talk to'

more home amusements and homee ey,

them, driving them out !nto the eoi'-

coméds home there s & headlong race

lect them. Convince your children that -
you love them, &nd you can eanily loxd ¥

many, there is burled a German edunt- | the ‘teue. Ohy
ess who denfed the existerice of God [0’
and ridiculed the idea of theresurrec-| - 5.

for Ohristianity she ordered that om {5
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ON POINTS.OF CATHOLIG rmg uu.j ,
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The QW "xn I‘M!a*!‘ Gmm
Nghtomment o “M!s! and alem deif -
rumauamumudmm Anows. 3
Ot Chrieb, |

The Bible talls us that i our tiuho A
as scarlet, they shall he woade whiter | -
than snow, and again that after. the:
Lord forgives us our sins. He will re ;G0
member them Do more. - Why they {95}
should we undergo a n\xrntqm ort
temporal punishment if our sins havs
-already been forgiven us? Aecording
¢o thia, what assurance have we tlat
™" God hes Torgtven sour alps S5

VAR . Jll
the punishments thereof you will be
as white as wnow and He will remen-
ber them no more, And no purgatoriak | |
punishment will awalt you, TW. i, in }
the case if you bave mtgud onr
; Sins l.nd done sufiefent psnance {
ﬁqam&mmwmr&“ ot nmcicat pes-

1 “ c
mace you will ham?& atons ip purge- |
tory, bacsuse God's Justios mulm

And yhu sak what mumu

wa il Tt TS
& _have & ABKUrAnN

do alf we can, mwm«avm’i:
Just towards usbut If we Rave n t,
done what we oould we shajl hawe |
satisfy God's ‘fustics 18 purgstory,
o BT AR S

such mmtters, bu and tru :
the miroy of G ¢ ©

‘y'\!i’: o~ "2{
m

What s the reuson fod aitar bol'&

, :‘;t??!m and what do ,ERAY Mg
Altar boys Telp the srjeit a .1

‘tar in the ,-:rvl‘:gc e! M

: m Iweced
prayers.-On ascount’of 1he man)
guages and dimmmn L .

only-a few. shonhx nmw ‘
mr;‘nﬁm kim b;f
t‘r xt %‘,:; N 5 RN,
am.n? }H.,\ 2 PENY m"ﬂm * .0
“Ammien iens, aow!t.mnhim

ﬁomotwhnmmd‘,m >
imlso means; Veelly, m],; m:{[
+all the people presen ;&m
wice answered: th;l g et 4
“yn‘ ‘n“ " . W“ |
ehoirs: do b MoW,. Lrats Lo

1t & Proteatant frend should abk gou |1
whryﬁumu %WW‘*

you iuxhlunf R
Thers ars”’ m:n WA} ;
“£his, I should sey I -anf & Cath

causs I belleve thit 1t 1%~
{chureh thut Christ f foitided, b
Catholles | have not- h
{from the asyw ot th
prosent time; Dech
i Chureh ls :pruﬁ a1k
and comprisss net only
tries;: but all nations;-
Outhouo ‘Churslt: aloyé
46-wonds

who' can
and whers God W

After having: X
sfon as wel! Ay

ice of the tomb, where it soon sprouted
and began to grow.  And then, as It
natdre had seemed v mock the
haughty infidel, she &tetly extended
the delicate roots of that seediing tn-
der the massive blocks of sione sad
slowly raised them from thelr place.
And now, although scarce four genern~

ling has accompiished what God bim-

tomb for the faukts of his friends, ‘'
Choose for s friend !nputcrexmb
all others the amiable heart of Jewuw,-
which slone will be falthful i death |

you..

selt was chajlenged to Rceomplhib-— |
The beart of & cmmaahmﬂbot

when all things else will Do takex froms |
Wembeme&yumnmm

uowtély " cortain, )

, nant It was.

tions are passed since that b was ﬁn
sealed, that most insignificant. deed. |:

“ i

other snd a»
lttenﬁon #nd énlﬁuﬂon, bzut

One is as much & privilege of our na-~ |
. ture an’the deuetving of

French  earieaturiat, -who left ~the —Dok- &

church years ago, has returned to 1, ,
like Brunetiere, Pgul Bourget, Coppes {
and other eminent fellow coutrtryren
of his,

SHORT SERMONS.
Conscience aud !lmel wm

‘ and then strike. A
m:mmaae.'mm' Thepnnhhmentofnllehoodbb o will

umpectnutmth. T
M ‘ iﬁ ) L2 8

it nch other : e';ei"t;ﬁﬂ “hn
Quarry the grnlte. rock Wi

of nioor fhe vesmel v!th ol g;d

silk; then sy yoti-hope

keen apd Jdeliate instraments

man knowledgeand h‘?:gnw Lo}
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