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CHAPTER 1V,
A MILLIONAIRE'S FRIENDS.

Directly I was inside the house,
favory handed wme a lotter from law.
foml;

Dear Captain Wood—When 1 left you 1 $uog-
dilly, I ran pp ggainst surm friegls who ure wuih
set upon making yuur acqualntanee They are the
Duke and Duchicss of Tierrs Sagrada He s @
Spanish don, &he an American besuty, busctte
Bywater they called her in MNew York, where she

her family were well acquainted with jour
My MeéFanght

Won’t you come to the opera tunlght to be in
troduced to the duchess? They beg me te aay
that their box is Nu. 2TA, upun the pit tier,
where they will be entirely delighted tu receive
you. Bend back a line at your ejrly cunvenience
and oblige, youry very faithtully,

Rirts W, Lawronp

I had no engagements that night but
& couple of balls, for neither of which,
after my digappointment ip the park, |
wap now very keen  Besides, I had no
wish to be very late that night. 1 raw
en my table an officlal “box" straight
from the office abpd knew that it con

on New York, which was referred tu
me for examination and report.

meant to glve it my best attention m
the early morning hours uvext day and
8o promlsed myself to get to bed be
tmes. A little good musle would

lnes accepting the imitation and pro
ceeded to dress

B
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- er | had beard that day the smallest

matter all still unexplained assumed a
certain importauce.

When I left the club after dinner,
my “shadow” was still there

sank slowly and. as | thought, relue- '

tained the great scheme for the attack

soothe me. 1 thought, so I wrote a few !

I could
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K R A o A
on the back, saying

»Oh, ol! Su you are here. C'owe right
afong Lot e present you e the
duchess,  She s mightiy =0t upon se
tug you,” god he lod toe way aloug the
vorridor to the bux Nu. 27\
VA we gat cluse to 1t D suv the door
was njar ahed [ owas arttre teed by the
sound of voless talhing Spun sho which
I hnew  Lawford held e bak,
sibly feartug to be pmdiseret and
futrude upow wsotne  tamlly  guarrel
What was said did uot tmpressc bl
perhaps, for [ think Le «id not unde
stand Hpuu.nh '1'111‘ Ve es Wi e sed
high enough to be plamnly audible to
any oie outslde -a wun’s, codrse, bar-u
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eyes.

“Very much so, Captain Wood. 1f 1
were a friend, an old friend, let us say,
I would counsel you,
you, tu be constautly on your guard,
Very much on your guard.”

As she spoke a deadly pallor over-
spread her face, which was high céolor
ed, as 18 uftep seen lu very tair halred
women. even when still quite yourg.
ffer husband had returned silently, [
might have satd stealthily, and she
first had caught sight of bimp standing
there behiind me. Why was she thus
territied?  Becuuse the duke bad beard
her last words? v
“Whether or not the Duke of Tierra
Sagrada  had  even heard hix o wife
when <o earnestly counsellng me to he
upon 1oy guard, I was unable to jindee
ut lodast, e made po sign His manyer
was perfectly quict aod oatural, and
Lo spohe fn np unconcvined tone when
he pressed e to heep any seat o the
frafit of the hoy

At the pext futerval be o sand overy
courteonsly Do you propose to o stav
for the 't avalleria Rusticana”
Jull care (o sccompany us? o Qur car
ringze i hepe Nasetle will be very
pleased t present yon.”

“You are very good.” I sald. 1
should lihe to go very much if 1 may
run gesny curly I have a couple of

halls tomght ™

it wasa'curious and not unimportant
mreutnstanee when viewed by the
Ligzht of luter events, that the three
howses [ was to visit that night were
withyp 8 stone’s throw of each other,

and menncihg: 4 Mouan's inoreply.
pleading soft1y, yet firmly
“Yoir know the cunditions and ybu

are buuinl w assist  The man bas been
haudied over to us e I8 our game,
vur quarry  What he has must be ours
all of it. the whoele vast fortune.”
] would wuch rather be left out of
the business | despise

lave me
bim.”
“Nanctissiina Virgen!
frow a woman's seruples |
Syoul st there 18 no alternative
tivate b, win his devotion
not® Haeoos a comely youth (guapo chi-
|(n'. you have made eyes at worse

piay.

tell you

Why !

Yoiur must and shall. By bheaven, if 1
thought you meant to pia) me falre” -

He  checked bunselt abruptly  and
"with g snudden peremptory b sh” and
e oWl tu Jnviie us most cordindly to
enter the hox  There was pothlng to
 show that any ATerenes of oplulen

i It was then. as [ gtood hefore the "0 bup just agitated it occupnnts
13 glass-lo-the-wduduw thal gate upon “Hoth tustend and wife were smiting
3 ¥ street, 1 caught a glimpse of the ' Cauly. (e dube's volee (e was o
1 same forlorn creature looking up at gng)) Apare man, with glearing eves
iy = my house. Was It mere accident? Aft-|,,4 glstening teeth o his dark olhve

face) wiis now so sinooth amd »ilhy that
ot Hungtne that 1t was the
same | had heard in sueh harsh amd
rasping, angry tones  Iis maooer, too,

He '“tw full of that punetihious formallty

that goes with the highest breeding in

tantly out of sight when I entered the | ), Lhue blooded don

Savory handed me a letter from Lawford.
hansomn and tald the cabby to drive to
Covent Garden. Rewmembering Mr.
Snpuyzer's communication but a few
hours before, this esplonage caused me
some uneasiness.
clumaily that I half believed the fellow
wished ratber to attract than escape
my notice. Of this I had soon a clear
proof.

When I alighted from the cab just
short of the colonnade approach of the
opera house, I saw him, heard him.

Lul:ht at my elbow, having transferred
gself there by the same mysterious :
process that brings a tout all the
trom a railway station to your
foor to unload the luggage.

“Don’t take no more cabs, guv'oor,
he whispered hoarsely in my ear, and
next moment he was gone, Who had
gent bhim 1o such a roundabout way to
tell me this? Who, indeed, had set
bim on to watchqgme? It must have
been 8 friend, of course, and I gave the
predit to Mr. Snuyzer. They were evi-
fontly smart people, Messrs. Saraband
& Sons, when there was a chauce of
busiiess comimg their way.

thée night was not over yet—a night
o dark doings and unexplained mys-

vy

s derles, all of which scemed to center in
e e,
‘phould I?—that the scraps of conversa-

1 could not quite believe—why

Mon X was now to overhear referred to
And yet, had I been gifted with

+pecond sight—had I, indeed, beenr more

R A“.a
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% mlive to the warnings I had recetved—
7. £ might have been spared much mlsel/

ut X an: aaticipating.

When I reached the opera ihe act

| ‘wag down, and I thought to cast

dok of the house before I made my
¢ 10 the box where I was bidden.

ihﬁ’t“”x Wus #h 'object
of “‘u. phslng inieros

T ) 2NN M

1!1‘21(1‘ of vinotien about Lier

pleasant and ke

“the duchess

Yet it was done s0

float d

The fudy 1t wuw she who had been
staring at e =at Low perfectly qulet
and sl controiled There was no
s xhe wel
with tarked ativiety to be
foerl nt home
andd
drapetries
ler side in
I wa~ in
b, Fruda

camed un
e
The cutnae te was Dot vet ended
swepl her aoft
roof T
l‘l'\

A~ide o give o
the fruut of he
"Pull view of the wLole
Faaloluw e hoded
! “MWhy Cnptun Waodd thie s really
h.nd  of venr bl " to take
i this Intosraal way Drrectly 1 10l
Cuf Jour adcessiou uld M A
|]mmln p fortune, 1 was most anvious
to weet you o We Lnew jour uncle
no? well, jour relative, Mr. M
| Faught was a Gicud of our fawmlly in
the old days 1 never hpew hhin oy
sclf, but I have often heard my father
spenk of him aud of his great wealll.
Will you let me congratulate you and.,
PPepe’—this  was to the duke “have
you congratulnted Captain Wood? Of
course yuu have.””

“Es claro--of course--1 know that
Captain Wood I8 one of the chief of
fortune's favorites.  But belleve me,
senor mio, you have also come into
| great trouble. Vast wealth 18 a ter

whiere

st i

Tar

rible burden; to use it aright Is a
grave responsibility, Especially  ro
when you will pardon me, Captain

Wooud ~it has ecome undeserved

“But, Pepe, it is not fulr to say that.
t Captain Wood was a relation—he had a
cright to fnherit™

“I only mean that Captain  Woad
does not know, probably  will never
b ooow, whether there nere not others
v ith greater clalms- woral claims, 1
mean- on Mr. McFaught, That thought
would always rankle with me. Vaya,
I would rather it was you than me!’

“Do not let him disturb you, my dear
Captain Wood. The duke has rather
extreme views in theory, but ke knows
that wealth Is wealth. Afthough we
: have no vast store, hv would be sorry
te surrender {t.”

We got very friyﬁ/ dly, quite confiden-
tial, together, shie and I, as we talked -
on, tete-a-tetd, the duke having gone
off somewliere with Lawford.

“ofr po/m‘se you have not yet tasted
the 30ys of possession. It is all very
x)e/w to you stlll.”

“I hardly realize 1t, indeed, or what
} shall do with itg

“Your first business, Captaln Wood,
believe me, will be to keep your for-
tune.” 8he spoke very gravely, look-
ng at me intently over her fan, “Half
the world will be in leagae to rab you.
Ab, but yes, I am in earnest! You men

ﬁaztr"mmﬂy"‘mtm three—-classes—

rogues, fools, anhd policemen.”

“And to 'which, pray, do I belong?”
I asked lightly, not tiking this bitter
remark at all seriously.

“Not the fAirst, I am sure; it would be
a bad compliment to say the second,
but i you were wise, you would cer-
tainly becpme the third, A whole golice
torce In, your ey wonld not be too
to] ect you.”

: 9!*4" ;E uid. sud-

mysell sa! 1
Late apd detest the part you would ,
[ will nut go agnlost ¢
Defend me |

Cap-

CPrince’s Gardens in the carrioge’”

'fuuv “upon the carpet,

The tirst, that of the Dos Rios win-
Ister, to which I was titroduced by
St Duhe and Ducbiess of Tlerra Sa-
grnda, was tn Rutland (Gate. The next,
Mrs  ColHugham  Smith's, was in
I'rince’s tiardens, aud the last, lads
Dolane's, 1o Prince’s (iate. My new

friends woull have sent we op o thelr
carelage, especially when they learned
I bad wot fur to gu. Tlis near nelgh
burbood was remsarhed on by the duke,
when, observing that the reception did
npt greatly umuse me, he asked If [
was pot Jying jo get to my dancing.
aud where_cxactly. I was golug
“You must let us send jou on t
he
brought
to a not very

entertatnment  amd  now we
to speed your departure. We
sty olt here for an hour or rRo
hut there 1s o reasous why you

.

very civilly "W have

of your wa)

sald,
you out
Lright
ot
st
muore,
should.”

I protested that Prinee’s Gandens was
only a fow yards off, round the coruer
I Lact, and 1 really preferred to walk
Bestdes, 1 only neant to look (o for a
moment My real destination was Lady
Delatie’s which was also quite elose
at hand,

*T'o be sure, yes, certaluly, T know
Well, well, if you will not be persuad-
ol But the carriage 18 entrely at
your dispostion,  Is that not so, Su
gette 7

It occurred to wme that the duchess
was uot altogether ploased at thas off
hand (llhpun:ll of hier cartage. So 1l re
fused the hind offer and left them with
the pleasarable sensathon of having
wade 1 couple of charming new ac
quatitiane s

The e was anothier acqualatance, If
Iodgghit saocad b, s thier friond or
foe,  wWuiiiie  for e ovutande the
ratrte shut'l g SVipsh oo creature whaotn
I el ween o otton that evening In

ety T osvent our Tosaw him ernerge
fiom the pettao of an unfurtistosd
Lotse nud follow e to the very doo

in 'rince’s Gartdens

He was ~tdi ou the watch whoen 1 Left
Mis Colhinghom Xmnth ~ bhavipg found
ottt detamn e there o slgn of
Frida Fairbolme, whowm I had hoped
to run down 1T wourd now “have con
frouted  this pertinnetous Ushadow?
calling him to account for thus dogging
wy footsteps and If he gave no satls
faction, handing him over to the pollee,
It it would hnve tnken time aud 1 vt
I Lad none to lose

It was already luong past .mldolght.
I might miss Frida, and that was aot
to be borne Mrs  Fairholme, ler
mother, could glve me no news of her
charge. “Yes, Frida is here, some
where, That is all 1 know,” she an-
swered i a  weary, faroff, semlb
somnolent voice, as, no doubt, she had
answered a dozen similar queries. *But
1 have not seen her fur an hour or
more, I do wish, Mr. Wood, you would
find her and bring her to me,” she sald
plaintively.

As 1 wandered about dejectedly, all
at ance [ heard, “Captain Wood, Miss
Falrholine wants to spenk to you.” and
I saw a hated rival, with no friendli-
pess in his faee, pointing to where
Frida sat behind a great mass of flow-

-ering azaleas,

She was as gracious a sight as ever,
one of the falrest and brightest of a
sex created for the delight and tor-
ment of mankind. Her dress Is beyond
my powers of description. I think it
was a pale blue satin with pink roses.
buat that {s all I can say, except that
from the feathery aigret that crowned
her sunny hair to the tip of a tiny shoe
pushed a little out, but working fret-
she was the
nost absolutely charming woman I had
ever seen.

*“I don't think I shall speak to you,”

bagan Miss Frida, with a sniff. “What
have you to say for yourself? Are you
wware that I kept you three dances”—

I took a seat by her side without
pnswering, and then, giving way to an
elation I did not exactly feel, in spite
of the great change in my. fortunes, I
laughed in her face.

“Reoglly, Captain -Wood, ¥ am at &
loss to understand this most idiotle
proceeding,” she went on, with great
stateliness; “something - must have
happened.”

“It has—something most strange and
surprising. I have been looking for
you the whole day, in the park, at the
opera, at Mrs. Collilngham Smith's, to
tell you that—that—that— Do you re-
member once saying that you felt per
foctly sufe with me?*

“I w!thduv it :ltoxethnr ) 3 now'bo»

strongly urge’

Waonld !

lieve firmly that you are a dangerous
unatic, and I will ask you, please, to
take me haek to mother.”  Rhe half
rose from her seat.

“Ktay—you used to say that there
could be 1o nupsense hetween us; that
I was only a pauper, a harmless, in-

She wats tiw most absolutly charrang
womap I had cver seen

significant vuneutity, and Hupe saible—
Ahereas il T were a «dukes o au Aigerd

can williopntie, you might- perhaps™” ~ '
y & P b y the earth tu recousider that basty and

“Do yuu mean te sayv that you have
been decenvtug we all this et 1 oal
together rofuse to be bound by auy
ungualdid words 1 gy bay ¢ ulered,
and If you.persist shall also dedline the
bonor of youwr scquuatntance?’

“Hear e out, at any rate,” 1 plead
ed, as [ seized hLer bhand god geutly
drew her baik, for sbe had now got
up and was leaving ne Like a frighten
ed bird.

Then I blurted out the whole story.
In that (lumsy. blunderning way a man

1 FROM sAlL Sebiali4LU ub MESSRS. 8ARA-

!lu‘h-ﬂy audd with much eircumspection,

t
I

:(-lub. to hix house

!

has when his heart is full and all his -

sappitiess depends on whit he I8 say
g Sull never n waord from hier, untid
at laxt | cried despatriugls

“Fridu, darling 1wy first thought
when [ leard of this fortune was of
jou  =~ay dou will share 1t with we”

1 tlank yom have been meost abomd
nably decerttal uad underhand”” she
faltered  * You should not have kept
it from e T land aorgghit to know, 1
shouhd Lave e tolll 11

“1 oouly heard the news )y seif this
vely tgortng

“But just think what people swould
say. 1 shoubl Le called 8 mercenary
wreteh, actused of selling myself for
jour nullons ™

“They whall be yoars [ will make

them all vver to you at onee 1o not
care for thein one it oxeopt that the)
give me the rght to ask you for this ™
I took her gloved hand and hissed tt,
but she Lherself, toring her blushing
face up to mine offered we her Hps
When I left 'Hoee s Gate 1 oseetned
to tremdd an oarr VWe had been among

the last I riuda and T Liad Hogerved on
among  the  azaleas till M Far
halme’s patdenees was falrly exhausted

and she came hersolf ta end the tete-
atete o tlokk b saw enough o our
cotscions fooex cuttifort her with
the hopes that t8 - pains of het chingpn

{a

onage Woere o pivete L2 thetr tetna,
e she bt e aederse b b rndlo <t
tatfon o oo ot Inne andd o
ey

Trhon I owaw the e snto Ther carra e,

refus ne tho o trafYered
winhed to be aleie
hapeness

The noahit tine, the  air soft,
ulider the pale < ov for dawn was near
at haud, and T anopped oat gayly, with
all the huovaney of one with whom
the world went well

I was bhrought up shortly and sharply
to the realities of Ihife by running up
plump  awainst my  shadow ™ The
mwan who had stuck to wy heels 8o
pertingciously all the evening was still
on the wateh,

But he was not lurking in the re-
cesses of a house porch. 1T met hilin
face to fice upon the pavement, and he
couldd not escape me

“Look here, my fine fellow.” 1 cried,
tackling him at once, *“this has gone a
little too far. Take yourself off, now,
or 1 shall give you in charge. Come—
“'a“\."

Then T eaught sight of his face under
the gas lamp and instantly recogniz-
ed .

*What, yon, Mr. Snuyzer? I laugh-
ed nlond. “Upon my word, I am in-
finitely obliged to you.  But really you
might have saved yourself the trouble,
And - pardon my =aying so—I  don’t
think you do it very well”

e would not own up at all.

for 1
with my new found

Settd

W~

“Easy,

guv'nor, easy.” he answered, with a
well assumed snuflling volee.  “Wot

are you a-driving at? I've as good a
richt to be ‘ere as you ev. Wot's
amiss?’

*1 tell you plainly, Mr. Souyzer, it
won't do,” 1 continued. “I don’t want
you, and I won't have you dogging wy
footsteps wherever I go. It's not the
way to get round me, and you'll have
to drop It. Begin at once. (o your
own road--that way—and I'll take
this.”

I pointed@ him down the Exhibition

road, and I myself turned into Knights-
dbridge, and walking eastward, half dis-
posed to do the whole distance on foot.
But a hansom came up out of some-
where, a meWws, or & side strect, or
overtook me on the rogd, and the
driver, after ghe custom of his class,
began At once to pester me with, “Cab!
Cab, &F! Oubi* pulling up-to-my pace,
and sticking to me most pertinaciously.

At last, ,6ut of sheer disgust, and to
ind fis lmpommity. 1 jumped into the
eab and §ave ny address in Clarges

t.

'”I{“had barely lighted a c!gar and
leaned back to ponder over the many
surprising and mainly ' .pleasurable
svents.of the day, when I realixed that
the cab’ *Qma taking the wrong direc-
tion. For s and incompre-
mae reason, "%!?p* piese hod turned

3

! saine gawne of poker in the swoking

’

rountd and was heading westiara.
“Here, hi, hi!” | shouted, lifting the
flap. ““Where are you going?”’
“Wot's up?’ answered the ¢cabby io-
solently, a8 he puiled up rhort. “Think
I don't know my way ahout? Stow
it, or’’-

The alternative 1 never beard, for at
that mowment two wend juinped up on |
the front tread of the cub and open-
Ing the doors threw thelnselves upon
me. Thelr weight aloge would have
suffieed to overpower e, to sllence
me, and ervsh out all resistance,
could do no more than give volce to
one frantie yell for help, fur pow the
stroug, pungent smell of chloroform
under wy wostrils and thre valn strug-
gle I made with fast Incereasing torpor
told plamly that they Lad called o
another dread ally, and that I was ab-
solutely helpless in their hands.

CHAPTER V.

BANDL & soNs, MW OYORK CITY AND
[ 39 LERTEN
In my earnest Jomire to furtbher the !

wirhien aned interests of your trm I
visited the gentlenan pamed o your
lust pleasure anmd  put  before  him,

the

seryvices of M

regsons why e should secure the
<~ Sarabaml & Sons.
Gaptam Waond bl not redpotnd very
cordialy to my proposal, which he
guenned wis pot serwous. It is wmy set-
tled conmvyetion now that e would give

mistaken reply |

I shadowed hiin the evening of the
firet day. “now  just 48 hoars ago, fol-
lowing hiw to the Hyde park, to his
In Hyde park ounly

oe  [rerson spuke to Me. Wogd, 1
"hnew L by sizht und pawe, a half
American’ Jiunmy Iawford, baving
crossed with himn once in the same

Cunarder apd taken a hand in  the

saloon e ‘lﬂn.\‘('(l then as an oceal
druwmer, althongh some sald he was
enzagml fn the seernt service of the
federal government Now, | take ft.
Le Just loufs arcund-Jjust the sert of
chiap to be o this crowd agaiast Wood.

I dtd not hear what he satd to Wood,
but swhen leaving by the park gates 1
uoticed Jiny oto talk with a
hatisom cab wanu Who Lad got off his
perel gud was very particular to hear
what Lawford sald.

I only caught the last

] ll”‘i'

word or two.

“Any Gose toplght or totuortow night
Youll ot the office, mind youre on
the gues v e 7 M

I <~landowed the captain all that
blesked night. o the opera, ot <cewt.
to several parties, aml spoke to him,
or rather he spokhe me, roughly, too,
at the Joor of a house to 'rince's Gate,
whed bBe was senillg two ldies to thelr
A rIEe [hat was not quite the last
of bim, for somewhere near Knights.
biridan was pisched up by a eab, and
next thog 1t comes back, ten miles an
hour, «abdn standing up and flogging
his Lhee el It was so near
daylight that 1 got a view insude the
bhansoim as it pussed me full it 1
caught stght 1n that short moment of
a8 murs of peaple fnstde the cab, two
or were men stingeghms and fighting
wWith sonce utderneath thegu.

Of conpse Captim Wood was being
kisdnaped and czried off T rechoned

Lie-

horse

e

thet up o the spat, el gathered wy
selfl tos e theu an ! thore to e

chaze to the cah, I followod it steadily

He was secing two ladics to thetr carriage.

down the Kensington road. losing my
distance, of course, very fast.

By the |

time I reached High street I had lost |

the eah,

Rut 1 man at an early coffee stall
had seen it pass, holdiug straight on
the main road toward Holland House.
I beard of it again at St. Mary Ab-
bott's terrace, and waa told that it had
turned up Addison road. 1 traced it
by Holland road to Shepherd's Bush
areen, and there a bherring was drawn
across the scent.

I was on the track now of two cabs, '

one guing Ly the Shepherd's Bush ot
Uxbridire road, the other by the Starch

Green road. I followed the first, and

1rew blank.
ing tome to his stables, and where, hy
and by, I caught the chap settling into
liis crib. He swore he hadn't had a
fare for the last two hours, and I
could see he was speaking truth, for
his horse had not turned a halr.

I went back then to the Starch
Green road, asking all and several for
my galloping hansom cab. There wére
very few people about at this early
hour, only the policemen, and they
looked very shy at my tramp's clothes,
giving no answer. At last a couple of
decent farm folk bringing in milk told
me they had passed a hansom with a
worn horse on the far side of Ham:
mersmith bridge, in the distriet of
Barnes. ,

By the tlme I reached the Strathallan
road it was broad daylight. I found
a long road of detached villa houses,
each in it8 6wn garden, many with
stables adjoining. I figured it out, as
1 walked up and down this road twice,
that one of these cottages was Just
suited: for the purpose of sequestrating
Cantgln Wood. if he could bhe got

It was a nighthawk work- !

|

to it. He cou!d be driven htrv:xght into
the stable yard; the cab would be no

more seen when the coach honse door

closed behind him, and no one, neither
the neighbors nor the polce, would be
a bit the wiser as to what mischief
was belng worked inside.

It tvok me just two hours to examine
the entrance gates of every villa house
with stables im that road. 1n three
of thewn there were the new tracks of
wheels marked plainly in the thick
tying summer dust. [ could not dis-
cover which were the most recent, but
I carefully noted the numbers of these
houses, meaning to put a watch upon
them all.

I called up the boy Joseph Vialls, &
very smmart youeg squire, oo, from
the otee i Norfolk street, 4s soon as
I could get a telegram through, By
the tiume be arrived 1 hud marrowed my
investigations to a single point for
further observation.

The ¢ay had so far advaneed that
the business of life was well begun. |
saw the blinds drawn up in two of the
houses, the front doors opened, the

"women helps busy shaking the mats

aund washing duown the stewps.  Pres-
ently sowe of the young folks ran out
into the gardens and 1 could see the
family gatherings round the breakfast
tables, froin which ou the.early morn-
ing air caie the siaell of hot coffee and
Englislh  breakfast  bacon, with the
tessptation of ‘tantalus for o starving
man who hadl been out all night, Al
this while the third house remained
closed, hermetically sealed. 3t was
closed o ught shuttered, not a sign
of Hfe- tn 1+ When I reached my lodg-
Ings 1y Narfelh street 1 was pretty
well v ashed out. But 1 tur2ed in for
an 'our and at 10 a. . woke much
refrostied As 1 dressed with care Y
potderss deeply over this  business
and the course that 1 shoudd adopt.
My first and wiost urgent duty was to
Reclire the release of Mr Wood, always
supposing that my gentleman was the
per~on o fually edrrfed off 'n the cab.
At preaeat 1 had no certainty Yof this,
ouly a bit more than strong suspicton.
Yet if ! ooabd ascertainn that be bad
not returbed Lomwe 1 shiguld be just-
fled to tahing surmise for fact.

First [ went to Clarges street. The
man there nomewmbercd me, but looked
atrahg v when 1 otpguired for Cap
tain Waoedd

“You have pnot Leard the news, then?”
he satid :

“What {n thunder is there to hear
more than I have to tell you?’ 1 asked,
Tettled at thinking solle one was be
fore e .

W by, that the captain has met with
an acctdent  He slipped up somehow
lant night or early this morning and
burt hinself tradly &

“Wher tokd vou that story?
believe it

“l believe the captain’s own hand-
writing

“Whnat did he say exactly?’ 1 was
quite taken aback, a8 you may sup-
porne but did not want to show it too
much.

“Here, regd 1t for yourself. It's not
all his own, of course, and you will un-
derstand why But that's his name,at
the hottom there sure enough”*

It swas written on good gray note pa-
perin & fair runulng hand, and it sald:

Do you

Maveny ., e ceme to gl drty g home Hars
shijgnd 1 0 Ne cart o ar ] sas thavwn vat of
the rah ~me kind e nle piched T up and
are tak vy R oexd oe@Qre of 1 But 1 s an’t be
ALl toom ove ] et f e wome dda s Send
me by bearnsr portmantian of thons shirts Jress
g g v, will oe cleonlas s, i llers, jeape 8 and
the res”  Y.ous WA Woun

1A Laturoum Street Harrow Roadd

“And von sent them? How 2

“Ry the cab that bioneht the letter,”

“W Ly dido’t you go with them your
sell:"”

“I thought of it certainly, and I wdslh
I bhad.”

“You may well wish that.
if you will be guided by me. you'll go
and tind out 17A Laburoum street
xight away, If there’s any such place at
all”

“Qh, but there is. It's In the direct-
ory.”

*1s that so? Well, {f you come across
Mr. Wood there I'll run you for next
president of the United States. You've
got just the face for a postage stamp.”

“What In the name of conscience
d’ye mean? What's 'appened to him,
then ?”

“It’s my opinion that Captain Wood
has fallen among thieves, brigands,
worse- ruflans, who'll hold him to ran-
som for blackmail, rob, murder him,
God knows what, unless some of us
can circumivent their Llackguard ma-
neuvers. And I am going to try. 1
don’t believe in cab aceidents and La-
purnum streets. You may. so you'd
better go and judge for yourself.”

But he was not golng to find him in
Laburnum street. | was pretty sure of
that, but it was right to look there on
the off chance that this story was true.
For myself 1 was more than ever
persuaded of foul play, and I consider-
ed 1 was bound to lay the whole matter
before the London police.

1 was not very well recelved at Scot-
land Yard. They told me to get proper
credentials, a certificate from the
American consul. I was terribly roiled,
but not to waste time I took a cab
straight to Great St. Helen’s, where of
course I was perfectly well known.

{TO BE CONTINUED.}
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