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POETBY Of IRELAND. 
ESTABLISHED A CLAIM TO 
CONSIDERED FINE ART. 

BE 

n a BaraU Ha.vePeactra.tc4 IXlsa-
« v StwJUata Tfcam Awy B o « a a * 4 ay 
SMattaetly Haiianaal Ideaa—Enrtcaed 
BaailSta Literatmre. 

l a a recent article reviewing a vol-
mme entitled "A Treasury of Irish Po-
atry" the Chicago Times-Herald pays 
a tribute to the poetic genius of the 
eons and daughters of the Emerald 
lade. It says: 

If the reader takes up "A Treasury of 
Irish Poetry" expecting to find i ts con
tents all up to a high pitch of excel
lence, he is certain to be disappointed. 
Nevertheless this Is a volume of great 
attractiveness. The gifts It brings with 
it in the present satisfy, and it Is full of 

foreshadowtngs and hints of 

main, distinctively Irish, but they pass 
beyond Ireland also. They desire to 
do work which may be united wi th the 
great and beautiful song o f the whole 
world. While they love Ireland dear
ly and nil their work with the spirit o f 
Ireland, they a lso wish to be inhabit
ants of that high land of art where 
there Is neither English nor Irish. 
French nor German, but the spirit of 
loveliness alone. 

In translation from the Gaelic some 
of t he best work of the Celtic revival 
has been done. George Slgeraon'a re
cent bo<Jk of'translation.*, "The Bards 
of the Gael and Gall," containing met
rical versions of about 140 Irish 
poems, from the earliest unrhymed 
chant of the first invading Milesian, 
down to the peasant songs of the eight
eenth century, is a work whose im
portance it is difficult to overestimate. 
"The Blackbird's Song" is characteris
tic Irish verse, with its heptasyilablc 
line, Internal chimes and alliteration. 
It w a s found written on the margin 
of an ancient manuscript, date about 
860, and translated by Dr. Sigerson i 

Great woods gird me cow around, 
With nreet sound Merle atnca to m*>{ 

My murb lined page* over 
Singi tta lover minatrelsie. 

•of t i t ainft i t s measured sons. 
Bid among the tree tops green; 

l t»v Ood on high tnua love me, 
That approve me, all unaeen. 

William Alllngham's poems have 
wide popularity in Ireland. His "Emi
grant's Farewell," that "adieu to Bally-
ahannon and the winding banks of 
Erne," bos become a classic lament 
among his own people. The power he 
had to produce eeollan melodies with 
Irish atmosphere and charm his child's 
fairy song discloses, which begins: 

Up the airy mountain, 
Down the rushy glen. 

We daren't go a-hunting 
For tear ot l i t t le men. 

WILLIAM BTJTLXB YEATS. 

greater things yet to come. The book 
a ims to be a history of growth and de
velopment and such it is. A marked 
and wonderful advance, perceptible 
eren to the least discriminating, has 
taken place in the hundred years since 
Irish rhymesters first lisped in English 
•"umbers. Instead of the complete pa
ralysis of the poetic faculty which we 
• l ight expect to follow when- Irishmen 
abandoned their ancient language foi 
a s alien tongue, they have attained to
day as musical an utterance as that ol 
any Anglo-Saxon. In William Butlei 
Teats they have one of the first o f liv
ing English writ ing poets. * 

Stopford A. Brooke, the principal edi
tor of the volume under consideration, 
baa a brilliant reputation as an editoi 
and an authority on English literature 
H is "History of Early English Litera
ture" has long been considered a text
book of the subject. Few who know 
him through his book are aware thai 
be Is an Irishman and a poet of consid 
•cable mer i t He is president of thtf 
Irish Literary society of London, hav
ing succeeded Sir Charles Gavan Duff j 
in 1899. Mr. Bolleston, his colleague, 
la an Irish scholar and poet whose 
work is highly esteemed by Engl ish pe
riodicals. 

Some years ago Yeats, himself the 
sweetest singer of all, collected a vol-
m e of the best efforts of the Irish po
s ts . Because Mr. Yeats had anticipat
ed them, and also *because of the ex
ceedingly limited field of choice, cov
ering practically only the last 40 years, 
•tar editors determined to abandon th« 
ISea of including only the best in their 
veinine and to govern their choice ol 
•elect ions according to historical de 
Telopment The anthology is therefore 
• history, through examples, of Irish 
fftsetry since it first began to speak in 
the English tongue. 

To Sir Charles Gavan Duffy th is an-
tbology Is rightly dedicated. He , as 
file founder o f The Nation in 1842 and 
one of its editors, may be said to be the 
maker of poetic literature in Ireland 
Bu t the service which makes this ded
ication particularly appropriate was 
t h e publication In 1843 of "Irish Ballad 
Poetry," the first worthy collection ol 
Ir ish national poetry. 

Modern Irish poetry has only within 
t he last forty odd years established 
Claim to being considered fine art. Un
til of late its distinctive elements were 
passionate nationality, ardent religion, 
keen rebellion against England, and 
the note of misery through sword, fam
ine and pestilence. The Celtic revival 
has been more concerned wi th poetry 
for its own sake than as a weapon of 
aggression against England. The note 
of rebellion, the cry for vengeance, haa 
died away. Ireland has been depicted 
Aver and over again as a sorrowing 
maid with the woes of a thousand 
years in her dark but ever youthful 
«yes. Dark Bosaleen, Silk of the Kine, 
Rose o f the WorM—with names such 
a s these she has been apostrophised by 
he r lovers, from famine stricken huts, 
from prisons and from foreign lands. 
Late poetry haa lost much of this pecul
ia r bitterness and sadness, due t o op
pression, injustice and want , and It la 
v e i l Engl ish literature haa been made 
fallsr by contributions of tots kind 
farntch Ireland alone could furnish, aa 
I f f . Brooke shows), but today's poets 

:smv*"$Meaatr|tS*d higher realms than 
'tpy b»iurtajLi*br enettaetfy 
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W« folsTgoocrioIS. +<leaomln*tto 
Trooping altogether; 

Green Jacket, red o p . 
And white owI"a feather. 

"The Donovans," "Irish Molly O." 
and "The Onld Plaid Shawl" stand for 
that popular Bong writer, Francis A. 
Fahy. The original, racy gayety In 
the midst of affliction, which is a mark
ed characteristic of the Irish, lights up 
Patrick J. McCall's verse, as In "Her
self and Myself:" 
Aa down the lane goln I felt my heart growls 

As young ss i t waa forty-flvt year* ago. 
Twaa here In this boreen I first kiawd ray (tot* 

' Jam4' 4SsawJ$ ̂ ^ ^ » ^ | ''Sau&aa. ' 

A tweet l i t t le colleen with Udn like the now. 
I looked at my woman; a aong she wat bammin 

At o ld as to* hills, to I gar* her a pogue; 
'Twaa like oar old courtin, half ttrioua, half 

aportin. 
When Holly waa young and when aoopa were 

In vogue. 

Inspiration, sincerity and real mel
ody mark the poetry of Katharine Ty-
nan-Hlnk8on, called in this volume one 
of the foremost women writers of Eng
lish verse of today. "An Island Fish
erman" gives a faithful picture of trag
edy i n lowly l ives: 

I groan aa I put out 
Uy nets on the say 9 

To hear the little g i rshu shout, 
Dancin among the spray. 

Ocbone, the childer past 
An lave ua to our grief; 

The ttranger took my littla lata 
At the taU of the leaf. 

Jane Barlow, Dora Sigerson (Mrs. 
Clement Shorter), Frances Wynne and 
Nora Hopper are well known Irlah wo
men poets. Molra O'Neill haa per
haps surpassed them all, however, in 
ber delineations of the fender and wist
ful in the Irish nature. The poem from 
which we quote is widely known. In It 
that old, haunting strain of exi le re
echoes— 
Over hen la England I'm aelpin wi' the hay. 
An I wisht I was in Ireland the lirelong day: 
Weary on the English hay and aorra take tt* 

wheat I 
©eh, Corrymeela an the bine sky over it 

The supreme task of Irish literature 
• f the present day received a great Im
petus from Ferguson, but Wil l iam But
ler Yeats haa comprehended it even bet
ter than be. To lead Irish literature to 
strike its roots into the Gaelic past and 
not into the mighty tradition of Eng
land is that task. The gods and the 
heroes of Gaelic mythology emerge 
from the imagination of th is poet not 
as "symbols" of Ideas, but as the very 
ideas themselves. H is note from the 
first has been singularly strong and 
original. The mystic in him Is strong, 
but s o far his imagination haa vitalized 
the terms of Its expression. W e echo 
the hope of the editor that Mr. Keats 
win keep out of the dreary waste of 
pure symbolism and abide -within hear
ing o f the music of woods and hills, 
which 

Charmed away the merchant from lilt euOe 
And tamed the farmer'a memory from hit cattle 
And bushed in sleep the roaring ranks of battle. 

For all who heard it dreamed a little while. 
Direct, simple and humane work on 

actual life Mr. Yeats has to his credit, 
though the total sum of his verse la not 
large. Like all Irlah writers, he cele
brates in his best strain his lore of bia 
native land: 
* irffl s i t e and go now ind «© Wftaitttta 

And a small cabin bmlt there of day and w*t-
Uee made; 

Mat baas rows win I bare there, a hire tor the 
iKmeybee, 

And Ifve alone in tae bte leal (fade, 
Aad I ahall have toaae peaee thare, for peace 

coma dropping alow. 
Dropping from the ralea of the itnrlng to 

when the cricket tings; 
Ifctn aatdaicBva all a-g)tmtatr aad aataa prnfU 

glow 
Aad emeiat fall <f tae Mwwt'S wlagt 

I vfll avie* aad jr* MmJgt **waj« aJghtaaitar 

awe aawea 

1 saw Jala aba fcaj imru III, 
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MOIRA O ' H I I U . 

OUR SISTERHOODS. 

HIGH T R I B U T E P A I D TH = M B Y 

N O N - C A T H O U C J O U R N A L I S T . 

The »e l r -Sacr lBc lBg I * b o r a of Che IMlU 

S ia te r t <>l Hie I'oiir a n d t l i e »Ut«ra o f t h l 

R o o d S h e p h e r d W b t c l i W o n a l l s Ada t t i f 

at I on . 

The followng Is from the pen of Ed
gar C. Markham. Albany oorreapond.-
ent of the Ripley, N. Y., Review: 

In the city there is probably no or
ganization which is doing more for 
the poor and the outcast than those 
of the Catholic Church. Protestant 

pie from the unselfish devotion of the 
several orders of "Slaters." Every
where we see them coming and going 
as quietly and patiently ai t h e angela 
of God i n their ministrations. 
The "Little Satan of t h e Poor" i s an 
order that baa no outside help or 
maintenance, but gather from tho ie 
willing t o aid money and the rieceaal-
tles of l i fe and dlstrlpute them again 
with discrimination to those in need. 
Their Uvea have no recompense what
ever, except that peace ol mind that 
comes to those w h o go about doing 
good, and the promise that "inasmuch 
as y e have done it t o these," shall you 
bo rewarded in the life t o come by the 
Master. Not a dollar conies to their 
purse for their own comfor t All 
that they hare they give to t h e eanae 
of charity. Even d o they deny them
selves food If others are suffering. Ah , 
how benign must b e the smile of the 
Master a s He looks upon l ives Uko 
these. 

The "Sl8ters of the Good Snepherd" 
li an order whose mission i t lb o 
look after wayward girls, to reclaim 
them to socety from which tnelr Bins 
have made them outcast. Holy the 
cause, and devoutly do they do their 
work. Thus the spirit of good com
bats the spirit of evil among men. 
There la no »ectariauiism In t h e work 
that these Catholic Sisters do. Where-
ever the unfortuate are, libe angels ot 
good, they eeroe and go. Meet them 
anywhere you may. and they are ev
erywhere, have you noticed the l ight 
of love and unselfishness and devotion 
'upon their countenances? Their l ives 
are better sermons than empty words 
ever gave to men. There is n o theory 
of Christian l iving i n such a life, but 
practical l iving. There are works 
with faith; practice with resolve; do
ing with saying. How sordid and mean 
and ignoble, upon t h e other hand, sure 
the Uvea of that other class who r ise 
to places of position and influence and 
wealth, using the bodies of their fel
low-men as their atepplng-stonet,-
How miserable and contemptible t he 
life of that society woman who sleeps 
and dawdles and plays out t h e spaa 
of her existence, wi th none to care 
when she dies, compared with the l i fe 
of a n humble "Litt le Sister." And 
even the life of t he business m a n 
who has no thought for others, bu t 
works and plans and worries t o build 
a fortune for others to squander-" 
while humanity suffers a t h i s very 
doors, compared wi th her whose labor 
is love and whose purpose Is human-
it/. 

The above beautiful tribute is a 
credit to Mr. Markham's broadxninded-
nesa. He was formerly editor of The 
Ripley Review, hut bis recognized tal
ent won him a place In the State edu-
catonal department at Albany. 

fatenry Austin Adams ana Rev, Dr. 
D. J. Stafford will shortly deliver lec
tures at St Joseph's seminary, Ehw 
woodle. 

' larger proportion,. What tta weight 

M. Forain, the most celebrated 
French caricaturist, who left the 
Church years ago, Has returned to'ft, 
like Brunetiere, Paul Bourget. Coppee 
and other eminent fellow countrymen 
of his, _ ̂  

• * • 
• * , . . 
Kiss Mary Lrouise Patterson, of Bal

timore, grand-niece' of the famous 
Betsy Patterson, who wasjhe wife of 
Jerome Bonaparte, was received into: 
the Church recently at the Visitation 
academy, Georgetown, D . C„ by iter, 
Henry Sample. S. J. ^ 
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which tt* Interests of taa caaurch, and 
of Chrtitlawt aw m> elosajy bound m 
It la clear tkat tilt iwieata«ocj onglit 
to be throughout <*amtnt^ and 
ft may %nit\ \n Mll*T T * * M 

ON CHRISTIAN DKMOCRACT. ' 

Concluded. 
Let it, then, be remembered that 

Catholic seal for the relief and el*w»» 
Hon W ae'Tdwer orders must he ib r̂ 
solutely in harmony with the mind ot 
the Church, and accurately correspond 
with the pattern she continuously sets 
before us. Whether such alma are to 
be designated by the name of Popular 
Christianity or of Christian Democra
cy, is a very small matter, so long t> 
Our published Instructions are entire* 
ly observed, and with a fitting obedi
ence. But it is of the utmost conse
quence, in a matter of such moment, 
that the minds, the wills, the actions 
of Catholics should be one and the 
same. It is no less Important that, 
as there are more helpers and means 
increase, there should be Kncer action! 
and a wider scope. In espeela}, the 
kind assistance is to be invited of 
those whose rank and wealth and su
perior culture carry with them mora 
influence in the State, If this assist
ance is not given, scarcely anything 
can be affected of real avail towards 
the improvement which It i t sought 
to Introduce In the life of the people, 
Doubtless, the path of improvement is 
better assured and more quickly trav
ersed, the more we have the eo-opera« 
tlon of leading men, with their wlds, 
opportunities of effectual aid. We 
would ha»e them consider for them
selves that they are not free to choose 
whether they will take up t-be cause 
of the poor or not; it is a matter of 
simple duty. People in a community 
do not live-each ,on his own resources 
alone, but on the resources ot the 
community, some sre too poor to con
tribute to the general stock accord
ing to their proper proportion; others, 
who have the ability, contribute in 

learning, l i t •rsstaetj fat 1U char
ity. Hore tana (met, after; tpoak-ng 
with some of the clergr, We bate 
thougat It right to de*Ur* the ad
vantage ia these flays el gortf 
amongst the eeopl* end speakisg |» 
them In a wtertetome way. Qftea ia 
letters addressee to Bishop* sail ott
ers in Holy Orders, even within recent 
years t'Xo the General of tka Order of 
Friars Minor, November 15, WW) "We 
have praised tM» nartlcwUw tevlftf 
care ot the people, and have said that 
it specially belonged to both orders 
ot tne clergy. In the perfor«aoo» of 
this duty, however. let lata*'"proofed, 
very cautiously and ifitli ^wds*»|» 
accordng to the example of the 8sJ»U. 
The poor Mid humble Francis, of *¥fi* 
cent of Paul, the father of tae nator-
tunate, or many others within the «s> 
sais of the Church, were a*custoe»ei 
so to regulate their wnaUat'ftwMti-
tles toward the people; that, wltaoe^ 
be.ng unduly distracted or Jorgeu^«f 
thraiselvee-thjy might, wUk-'«$&*?*' 
dor, eu3tlr*te their own gdnessst *• 
to attain perfect virtue. 

We snoitfa Ilk* here to add, a little 
more explicitly, how not only the 
Minister* of saersii thlajp*, efc *$ 
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who are sealoui in the peonie,t cause, ^ _ ^ W 

of our obligation is, we may discover 
from the proportionate superabund
ance of the good things we have re* 
celved; the larger It is, the stricter 
must be the account we shell have to 
render to Ood, who gave it to us. We 
learn the same lesson from the storm 
of calamity which, unless a remedy 
be applied in time, ia going to burst 
upon us to the ruin end destruction 
of all ranks; he who neglects to take 
the cause of the poor, acts without re
gard to his personal interest as well 
as that of his country. 

But if such social enterprise}, which 
is, at the same time, Christian enter
prise, should take a wide hold and' 
nourish unprevented, it need not, by 
any means, result that other lnstltu* 
tions which were established 
ago by the piety and foresight 
ancestors, and still subsist, should die 
out or become as it were absorbed <n 
the new organisation.^ The one AS 
wel) as the others, having the same 
religious and charitable design', and 
with no real antagonism existing be* 
tween them, may advantageously and 
suitably work side oy side, so as the 
better to provide, by the co-ordlnat'ori 
of various beneficiary effort, for tine 
dally increasing necessities And dan
gers to which the common people are 
exposed. Courage ̂ and combination 
are loudly demanded by the situation. 
Only too abundant is th'e harvest of 
miseries we have before our eyes, anil 
formidable indeed Is tae impending 
danger of fatal disturbances, espec
ially through the growing strength of 
Socialist opinion. Socialism cunning
ly works Its way into the heart of the 
community; In the darkness of secret 
assemblies and openly in the light of 
day, by speeches and by writings, it 
excites the people to sedition; the re
straints of religion are thrown aside*. 
duties are neglected and only rights 

may do the best serrtee* mimmi..... 
log it difficult They must, along wila 
their charitable effort*, strive, as.op
portunity serves, to lnattl fnte *hi 
souli of the-common people with i l l 
brotherly manner of speech, theta dVe 

] things: To beware Of sedition, en* 
{of seditious persons, wherever founds 
' to hold inviolate the rt»ht of 
one else; to »how willing)) 

"erencs to their masters eaf 
work; not to get a distaste for t ie life 
of tae home, whJoh j% in many waye 
so fruitful in good; to attend especial
ly to rtyfdon* aid seek: Jfc.lfc X3le|f 
euro consolation amid the aardshljai 
of life. In canylag out theee sugges--
tlona, great assistance may be oVtaJ*. 
ed by recalling the supreme patters* 
of tne .Holy family of. Nasereth, anl 
recommending its protection being 
sought, or from setting before anyone 
the exsjnples o< these whom the verf 
poYfrtr of their- e-t' wmlMtil &;tBJf 
eummlfc ot" "r|rttte» or erveii -'JĤ st l|* 
spiring the hope of an abiding rewart 
in another and a better life. . , i 

S3naUy,.We again .en|o}'n: iM'lvlrfc 
„ IUU1 , gfiateir . lnslsUnee, 'that* '-"Whatever 

ifl«r i »^ l«N* people" tehi 'up' mi^JMh:-' 
of S *** «•«< whe^er taalvldiiant Wb ' 

association; they should 
that they must b* enUrely s^hmisetTe 
|o eplsogpnt ln.thoriiy, ; j te ' *« .3 | 
Uiem be.beffiUed-o'y'an: ex^slttW-.hl 
dor for charitable enterprise, whk 
if it induces any relaxation of dî e 
obedience, is itself false,.unproduotlTe 
of solid benefit, and displeasWi; io 
God. Tlwse who plpaw a«rajfe thoii 

'?^*^em f̂"P^S"1w^er _ SSŜ^ , ^ ^ p a j a a a a p ^ 

BMrser'tis^ei'J 
' ;th« *eee»^ " 

e perish <rf'WkSjejelt.; -iesjii tpa 
to employ paid isseeasi,» ' 4s> 
lHtte: ̂ jsj^v^ii ' fK^yl^f l j1^ 
lag to ss>e$i la*r •• 
tion eseMIy.emi aaMsJ^ 

eararttiiV 'UartaWtaal tafa .igtMaf' ' i 
•and ikaSi 'mMiaaaaad ;" 
••SeHS^ •>^Pw,SSS> _jBJB^W*J^t^ayaptwaa> 

he hs4 ofbr ff^sie » 
'.est JeaM'a^SajJ 'a lMm S^BSSB ~'>4SyeBMS_Saes;~ 
•^••^•jpwSIvSeSHy- Ŝ»aaâ  SaSJPaT >SB̂ Ŝ BSSSSB5 

ht liaat wsiea - -awaasa 
from baaisui her. saetssrsaad 
â &SSaSl'v '^BhTaiSSli ^UTaMlaSsI ^ t ^ ^ - t M . 1^^^^^^S& , 
• r ^ " ^ ' W.SwaSSSJB ;^B^S^S"SSl. ,.jBSSSJ,lB^BBt r̂̂ SaSBBIBSSSSBa^^ 

^ a l l ^ t B s f S a m m ^ t ^BBatfat j J s B a t i t ^ a t t M B B s W ' 

' -Ml W e a l t h t k # iMeafr t ; . 1 M ?' 

with ftirrrtii tuyiwt' SSf. 
^-J^^j^-.' a u ^ ^ , Wssi -AHSIK' ' "•a^ ĵft' * 
^P^^^"^** " * • * * * • Wfa^O^essjsBm' ^JVSSBSBSBBSJ 
t̂_k ̂  WilaOMIaYSkWeSaat' aî baasaSSieSasi s1sa.aeit 

im wiirtmr&* ... 
fs7T*eê sB". Jvst sŝ  -is^elm^tepwei ^̂ Plfr T59P 

taarldoa tea a«iaaUBaly ~ 
4W^^!^.* * ^ ^ , •"• W^ly^j eS^r^'^aw^aawa^am^ 

( • i S a S j r "S^B;,- ^pSg^BeBSBSaSgr SS|SafBp^, 

:e*eet :ftm 
| H , tv^auiaaasjkas.^* 

the brlllme 
saltv~: tUtM,*,*^*-^ 

k*r eyes trei 

w**rt: 

who are ready to t i t i up-4liliir i^t*>^Sh^^'^-
Ideas aad l̂istett i o . t h e r - I ^ M ^ ^ h f c - r ^ W j f f l 
rulers of' the Ohiirch, W ^ ^ I ^ a s % * l ^ W -
Hie owat to sttek'He -vssis^llJvWal^•*1Wi*'}***: 
eren when. iifea»ptlrig:*ve^;iln*^|fc; 
enterpriiee, and is woot̂  l>swlgnantl)r» 
to brtng :thelr i m m ^ - m ' ^ ^ •f'lBBl ! JRJSg 
sues they desW''»lM»J%-"1r«;sivei.- ;%SEf ' iR2S^I 

of S U i 

eehtery moreover, •* -«nnils|sifef,<uiMi*; 
example, eerjeeiany s^h as sUw. w • .-iuiMSM.iiS 

Mrf-lndmlgenee, .m^'Vfrm&frl" 
wise of-i* ^MWmft^ft* 
ties w othars,-s*i^g-itgal^^ 
Uea, nH east dcrws. Brjek lua e a * ^ 
has .great' effeet In sxelUng kealUir 
dlsr^ltlc^m atTieag the iiissssa, aid 
it hah att -iswreesed 

upheld; daily larger and larger erowde • » • J g ^ S ' * W " ' * ^ » W ' ^ > ? ! P i # : 
of the poor and needy are «olWtei, i * ^ ^ ^ ' ^ , ^ S i ^ . S S l 
whose narrow circumstances mtk* \ / ! 5 H l r l r M l | P l s ; 
them more open to deception and . *° W.iSJgff i* ' ^ B S j l ^ S f ^ ^ 
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