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POETRY OF IRELAND.

HAS ESTABLISHED A CLAIM TO BE
CONSIDERED FINE ART.

SSsdern Bards HavePenctrated IXigh-
or Realms Than Any Bounded by
Distinctly National ¥deas—Enriched
Buglish Literatwure,

In a recent article reviewing a vol-
ume entitled “A Treasury of Irish Po-
atry” the Chicago Times-Herald pays
a tribute to the poetic genius of the
sons and daughters of the Emerald
Inle. It says:

If the reader takes up “A Treasury of
Irish Poetry’” expecting to find its con-
tents all up to a high pitch of excel-
lence, he is certain to be disappointed.
Nevertheless this {8 a volume of great
attractiveness. The gifts it brings with
1t in the present satisfy, and it is full cf
peasing foreshadowings and hints of

WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS,
greater things yet to come. The book
atms to be a history of growth and de
velopment, and such it is. A marked
and wonderful advance, perceptible
even to the least discriminating, has

daken place in the hundred years since
Irish rhymesters first lisped in English

sumbers. lnstead of the complete pa.
ralysis of the poetic faculty which we
might expect to follow when- Irishmen
abandoned their ancient language for
am allen tongue, they have attained to-
day as musical an utterance as that of
any Anglo-Saxon. [n Willlam Butler
Yeats they have one of the first of ly-
ing English writing poets.

Stopford A. Brooke, the principal ed!-
tor of the volume under consideration,
has a brilllant reputation as an editor
and an authority on English literature.
His “Hlstory of Early English Litera-
ture” has long been considered a text:
ook of the subject. Few who know
him through his book are aware that
be I8 an Irishman and a poet of consid-
erable merit. He 18 president of the
Irish Literary society of London, hav-
ing succeeded Sir Charles Gavan Duffy
in 1899. Mr. Rolleston, his collesgue,
is an Irish scholar and poet whose
work is highly esteemed by English pe
rtedicals.

Some years ago Yeats, himself the
sweoetest singer of all, collected a vol-
ume of the best efforts of the Irish po-

Because Mr. Yeats had anticipat.
them, and also ‘because of the ex-
deedingly limited field of chofce, cov:
@ing practically only the last 40 years,
qur editors determined to abandon the
fdea of Including only the best in thelr
welume and to govern their choice ot
selections according to historical de-
velopment. The anthology 18 therefore
& lhistory, through examples, of Irish
peetry since it first began to speak in
the English tongue.

#

main, distinctively Iriah, but they pass
beyond Ireland also. They desire to
do work which may be united with the
great and beautiful song of the whole
world. While they love Ireland dear-
Iy and fill thelr work with the apirit of
Ireland, they also wish to be inhabit-
ants of that high land of art where
there (8 neither English nor Irish.
French nor German, but the apirit of
loveliness alone.

Ih translation from the Gaelle some
of the best work of the Celtic revival
has been done. George Sigerson’s re-

vent bodk of transiationd, *“The Bards
of the Gael and QGall,” containing met-
rical versions of about 140 Irish
poems, from the earliest unrhymed
chant of the first invading Milesian.
down to the peasant songs of the eight-
eenth century, is 8 work whose im-
portance it is difficult to overestimate.
“The Blackbird’s Song” is characteris-
tic Irish verse, with its heptasyllabic
Une, internal chimes and alliteration.
It was found written on the margin
of an amclent manuscript, date about
850, and translated by Dr. Sigerson:
Great woods gird me now around,
With gweet sound Merle dngs to me;

My much lined pages over
Sings its Jover minstrelsie

Boft it gings its measured song,
Hid among the tree tops green;

Msv God on high thus love mme,
Thus approve me, all unseen.

Wilham Allingham's poems have
wide popularity in Ireland. His *“Bmi-
grant’s Farewell,” that “adieu to Bally-
i shannon and the winding banks of
Erne,” has become a classic lament
among his own people. The power he
had to produce geollan melodies with
Irish atmosphere and charm his child’'s
fairy song discloses, which begins:

Up the siry mountsin,
Down the rushy glen,
We daren’t go a-hunting
For tear of little men.

Trooping sitogceiber;
Green jacket, red cap,
And white owl’s feather.

“The Donovans,” *“Irish Molly O~
and ““The Ould Plald Shawl” stand for
, that popular song writer, Francis A.

Fahy. The original, racy gayety in
the midst of atliction, which Is a mark-
ed characteristic of the Irish, lights up
Patrick J. McCall's verase, as In “Her
self and Myself:"”

As down the lane goin I felt my heart growin

As young as it was forty-five years ago.

‘Twss here in this boreen I first kiged my sol-
reen,

A wwreet little colleen with Mdn like the snow.

1 locked at my woman; a song she was bummin

As old 1s the hills, so I gave her a pogue;
'Twas lke our old courtin, hslf mrious, half

sportin,

When Molly was young and when hoops were

in vogue.

Inaptration, sincerity and real mel-
ody mark the poetry of Katharine Ty-
{ nan-Hinkson, called in this volume one

of thé foremost women writers of Eng-
| lsh wverse of today. “An Island Fish-

erman” gives a falthful picture of trag-
edy in lowly lives:
I groan as I put out
My nets on the say ®
To hear the little girshas shout,
Dancin among the spray.
Ochone, the childer pase
An lave us to our grief;
The stranger took my little lass
At the fall of the leaf.

Jane Barlow, Dora Sigerson (Mrs.
Clement Shorter), Frances Wynne and
Nora Hopper are well known Irish wo-
men poets. Molra O'Neill has per-
haps surpassed them all, however, in
ber delineations of the tender and wist-
ful in the Irish nature. The poem from
which we quote is widely known. In it
that old, haunting straln of exile re-
echoes—

Over here in land I'm helpin wi’ the hay,

An I wisht 1 was in Ireland the livelong day;

Weary :n the English hay and sorra take the
wheat!

©Och, Corrrmeels an the blue sky over it.

The supreme task of Irish literature
of the present day recelved a great Im-
petus from Ferguson, but Willlam But-
ler Yeats has comprehended it even bet-

To 8ir Charles Gavan Duffy this an-
thology is rightly dedicated. He, as
the founder of The Nation in 1842 and
ene of its editors, may be said to be the
maker of poetic literature in Ireland
But the service which makes this ded:
ication particularly appropriaste was
the publication in 1843 of “Irlsh Ballad
Poetry,” the first worthy collection of
Irish national poetry.

Modern Irish poetry has only within
the last forty odd years established
¢laim to being considered fine art. Un-
til of late its distinctive elements were
passionate nationality, ardent religion,
keen rebellion against England, and
the note of misery through sword, fam-
ine and pestilence. The QCeltic revival
has been more concerned with poetry
for its own sake than as a weapon of
aggression against England. The note
of rebellion, the cry for vengeance, has
Qied away. Ireland has been depicted
over and over again as a sorrowing
mald with the woes of 2 thousand
Yyears in her derk but ever youthful

. Dark Rosaleen, Silk of the Kine,
‘of the World—with mames such
as these she has been apostrophized by

her lovers, from famine stricken huts,

from prisons and from foreign lands,
Late poetry has lost much of this pecul-
far bitterness and asadness, due to op-
presgion, injustice and want, and it fa
well. English literature bhas been made

fuller by contributions of this kind

h Ireland slone conld furnish, aa

ter than he. To lead Irish lterature to
strike Its roots into the Gaelic past and
Dot into the mighty tradition of Hng-
land ts that task. The gods and the
heroes of Gaeclic mythole,y emerge
from the imagination of this poet not
as ‘“symbols” of ideas, but as the very
ideas themselves. His note from the
first has been singularly strong and
original The mystic In him is strong,
but so far his imagination has vitalized
the terms of its expression. We eche
the hope of the editor that Mr. Keats
will keep out of the dreary waste of
pure symbolism and abide within hear-
ing of the music of woods and hills,
which
Charmed away the merchant from his guile

And turned the farmer’'s memory from his cattle

And hushed in sleep the roaring ranks of battle,
l‘qt all who heard it dreamed s little while,

Direct, simple and humane work on
actual life Mr. Yeats has to his credit,
though the total sum of his verse is not

large. Like all Irish writers, he cele-
-brates in his best strain hiz love of his
nntive!md:
1vmu&und¢ommd:ofom' R
And & small eabin built there of clay and wat-

tles made;
Mine bean rows will 1 bave theve, a hive for the

bonerbee,
And Iive alone in the bee Joud glade,
Asd 1 shall bave some Demse thewe, for peace
comes dropping alow,
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MOIRA O’NEILL.

OUR SISTERHOODS.

A HIGH TRIBUTE PAID THEM BY 4
NOMN-CAT HOLIC JOURNALIST.

oma—

The tell-Sacrificing Labors of the Little
Bisters of the FPoor and the bdisters of the
Good Shepherd Which Waon 18is Admir
ation.

The followng is from ths pen of Bd-
gar C. Markham. Albany correspond-
ent of the Ripley, N. Y., Ravlew:

In the city there is probably no or-
ganiration which is doing more for
the poor and the outcast than thone
of the Catholic Church. Protestant

T “Wee Tolk, good Tolk, "=~ & - [ deneminations-might-well lake exam:
ple from the unselfish devotion of the

several orders of °‘Sisters” Bvery-
where we see them coming and going
as quietly and patiently as the angels
of God in their ministrations.

The "“Littls 8afers of the Poor” is an
order that has no outside help or
maintenance, but gather frorn those
willing to ald money and the decessi-
tles of life and distripute them again
with discrimination to those in need,
Their lives have no recompense what-
ever, except that peace of mind thast
comes (o those who go about doing
good, and the promiss that “inssmuch
as ye have done it to these,” shall you
be rewarded in the 1ife to come by the
Master. Not a doliar comes to their
purse for their owan comfort  All
that they have they give to the cause
of charity. Even do they deny them-
gelveg food if others are suflering. Ah,
how benign must be the amile of the
Master as He looks upon lives Iltko
these,

The "Sisters of the Good Shepherd”

f* an ordet whose mission it is .0
icok after wayward girls, to rectaim
them to socety from which their sins
have made them outcast. KHoly the
cauge, and devoutly do they do thelr
work. Thus ths spirit of good com-
bats the spirit of evil among men.
There |8 no sectarianism {n the work
that these Catholic Sisters do. Where-
ever the unfortuate are, libe angels ol
good, they ecvne and go. Meet them
anywhere you may. and they are ev-
erywhers, have you noticed the light
of love and unselfishness and devotion
fupon their countenances? Their lives
are better sermons than empty words
ever gave to men. There is no theory
of Christian lfving in such a 1life, but
practical living. There are works
with faith; practice with resolve; do-
ing with saying. How sordid and mean
and ignoble, upon the other hand, are
the lives of that other class who rises
to places of position and influence and
wealth, nusing the bodies of their fel-
low-men as their
How miserable and eontemptible the
life of that society woman who sleeps
and dawdles and plays out the span
of her existence, with none to care
when she dies, compared with the life
of an humble “Liftle Sister.”” And
even the 1life of the business man
who has no thought for others, but
works and plans and worrles to buiid
a fortune for othars to squander—
while humanity suffers at his very
doors, compared with her whose labor
is love and whose purpose is human-
itr.
The above bheautiful tribute ls a
Feredit to Mr. Markham’s broadminded-
ness. He was formerly editor of The
Ripiey Review, but his recognized tal-
ent won him a place in the State edun-
catonal department at Albany.

Henry Austin Adams ana Rev, Dr,
D. J. Stafford will shortiy deliver lec-
tures at St. Joseph’s seminary, Duns
woodle,

M. Foraln, the most celebrated
Frenpch caricaturist, who Ieft  the
Church years ago, has returned to 'ft,
like Brunetiere, Paul Bourget, Coppee
and other eminent fellow counirymmén
of his,. . . .. A L
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Miss Mary Louige Patterion, of Bal.
timore, grand-niece 'of the :
Betsy Patterson, who was the wife
Jerome Bonaparte, was receiwved into:
the Church recently at the Visitation

Henzy Bampla‘.rs-.( h S 4
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ENCYCLICAT, LETTER

ON CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY., " °
Concluded.

Let it, then, be remembered that

Jatholic xeal for the relief and elava-

solutely in haTmony with the mind of
the Chareh, and accurately correspond
with the pattern she continuously seis
before us. Whether such aims are to
be designated by the name of Popular
Christianity or of Christian Democra-
¢y, is & very small matter, so long as
Qur published instructions are enlire-
1y observed, and with a Qtting obedl-
ence. But it is of the utmosat conze-
quence, in a matter of such moment,
that the minds, the wilia, the actions
of Catholics should be one and the
same. It is Do leas Important that,
as there are more helpers and means
increase, therd should be larxer sction
and a wider zcope. In especial, the
kind assistance is to be inwited of
those whase rank and wealtb and su-
perior culture carry with them more
influence in the State. If this asaist-
ance {s not given, scarcely anything
can be affested of real avail towarda
the improvement which it is sought
to lutroduce in the life of the peopls,
Doubtless, the path of improvement ia
better assured and more quickly trav-
ersed, the more we havs the eo-opera-
tion of leading men, with thelr wide
opportunities of effectual atd. .
would have them consider for them-
selves that they are not free to choose
whether they will take up the cauns
of the poor or not; it is a matter of
simple duty. People in a community
do not live .each on hizs own resources
alone, but on the resources of the
community, some are too poor to cons
tribute to the general stock aoccord-
ing to thelr proper proportion; others,
who have the abllity, contribute in
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of our obligation is, we may discover
from the proportionate supersbund-
ance of the good things we have re-
celved; the larger it i, the strioter
must be the account we shall have to
render to God, who gava it to us, Wa
learn the samse leszon from the storm
of calamity which, unlem a remedy
be applied {n time, is going to burat
upon us to the ruin and destrnction
of all ranks; he who neglects to take
the caume of ths poor, acts without re-
gard to his parsonal interest aw well
as that of his country.

But if such social enterprise, which
is, at the same time, Christian enter~
prise, should take a wide hold and
flourish unprevented, it nesd not, by
any means, result that other {institus
tions whioch were establisked long
ago by the pilety and foresight of our

out or become as it were absorhed in
the rew organisation.” The one as
woll as the others, having the same
religious and charitable design, and
with no real antagonism existing be-
tween them, may advantagsously and
suitably work side by side, s0 as ths
better to provide, by the co-ordinat'on
of various beneficiary sffort, for the
dally ipcreasing nécessities &nd dane
gors to which the common peopis are
exposed. Courage.and combination
are loudly demanded by the situation.
Only too abundant is the harvest of
miseried we have befors our eyes, and
formidable indeed (s the impending
danger of fatal disturbances, espec-
fally through the grawing strength of
Socialist opinion. Boclalivm eunning-
1y works its way into the heart ot the
community; in the -darkness -of seeret
axremblies and openly in the lght of
day, by speeches and by writings, it
excites the people t0 sedition; the re-
straints of religion are thrown asidp,
dutfes are neglected and only righis
upheld; dally larger and Inrger erowds
of the poor and needy are solisited,
whose narrow <circumstances make
them imore open to deception =znd
more easily hurried into error. Civil
society no less than religlon 1s ime
perilled; it is the sacred duty of svery
right-minded man to be up in defenee
of both the one and the other.

To attain the desired unity of will
4t is essential moreover that we should
abstain from c¢ontentions oceasiony;
which may give oftence and esuis 4i~
vision. Let there be no dixcussion in
newspapers 4nd popular meetings of

and no ordinary study. It is, indeed,
natural to find doubis on mxny sube
jects, and for different people to
different opinions; yet those who con-
scientiously seek the truth wiil keep
in matters of dlspute a calm temper
and express themselves with modesty’
and with courtesy toward others;
they will be afraid of confiicting oplo-
fon lest it should grow to a conff of

: ‘;? and moving fofes at thelr

" academy, Georgetown, D, C, by Rev.|

of wills. But in questions adinftting of

doubty whatever anyone prefers 1o, 1lon

think, let him always have such
position as to wish to submit '
Apostolic Sve with religous obed
The activ of Cathovlics,of what
tectiveness, it all thefr aisocid
wihile the rights of éach ‘Temiil
eure, have ong and (he' samedy,

}s

sucestors, and sti}} subaist, should dle-

subtle and generally quilst  Improfit-~
table questions, which are difficult to Ml
expound, and demand for their unders,-

standing suitable qualities of ntellect
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In amy enterprise of this Xind: with§
whick the interests.of the-Chusch ynd
of Christians are 30 tlosaly hound
it 1 cloar ihat the prissthood-cug
to he throughout comeerned, and ¢
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with soma of ' the clargy, We_ haless
thought it right to declare the A
vantage In  thess :;? ol gol

them in & wiciseome way, Oltes ini
letters addreved to Bishope and othe |
ers in Holy Orders, even within tecent
years {To the General of the Order of
Friars Minor, November 35, 1888) 'We i’ |
have praised this particolsr lovingl
care of the people, and have sald that }
it speclaliy Dbelonged to both ofdefs i ¥
oi we olergy. in the performancs of £
thls duty, howsver, let them Procesd | 4
very cautiously and with -“prudenes, §
actordng to the example of tha Salnts.
The poor and humble Franeis, or Vins
cent of Pxul, the father of the unfor- |
tunat?, or many others within the ai-§
nais of the Chureh, wers aecumt
&0 to reguiate their constant
ties toward the peopls; that,
be.ng unduly distracied or
themzalves-they might, with wqual af
dor, cultivate thair owa minda'so A
to_atain perfect virtue * -
We should llka here to add, & Xtte:
mors explicitly, how not -oply. the
Ministers of sazred thisgs, Bt alk
wha ara saalous in the people's caul, §
may do the best servics, withoni find. ¥, %
tog 1t dificult. They must, mlong with § 12
their charitable sfforts, strive, ax op+ 3 0°
. portunity serves, {o fnstil Into- thed ™
souls of the -commion pecple. with
brotherly manner of 3, thests dve §
| things: To baware of wedition, amit § A%
| Of soditious persons, wherevar found;
to hold inviolate the right of _
one elwe; t0 show willingl

e B S
work; not to get & dista 1
of the home, which i In many way
%0 frultul in good; to aitend sspsoisl
b e s o
ra consolation & Rardeliipe
of life. Iu carzylig out th “iw‘”
tions, great aspintince may e obtalle |
led by recxlling the suproms pattersi?
of the Holy Family of Nas
recommending its protection
sought, or from setling befoxs
the examples of thass whom
poverty of thelr Jot' wak'l
summit of" virtne, or evai
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in another axd & better life. .. L}
inally, ‘We again enjoln, wnd
srcilm:: Iniiy t:‘ t)u\tlmh ol
Ichemes paople také ‘upy in the popt
far chose, whsther tndividually o I
association; they -should "remimber

A axoeust
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it 1t Induces any ralaxstion of

ob-dience, in itvalf talee;. uBprodut

of wolid benefit, and ‘dlep

God. Thoss who plessis -God ay
SHhithe

who are ready to giva
ideas and-listen fo thé-
rulers of the Ubvrch, sbeoiu
- His own; to stch’'He
‘even when attemp
" enterprises, ?“nd ‘
.
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