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XIII.

«Unfortunately we are ; but I am
still willing to sacrifice my own life

_ for him.”” James spoke more to himselt

than to bis com pavions but his remark
was not unheeded.

““Your sacritice may be accepted,”
said one of the men colaly, while the
other lowered his lantern again and
looked 1nto the face which was
pow buldly upturned toward his own.
His searching glance then turned to-
ward the wounded man and the dis
eovery he made softened his heart,and
had he been alone he might have given
his prisener a chance to escape.

Colonel Levimore had never in tho
presence of auy of his comrades mer.
tioned the name of the son whe brad
disgraced him ; but the story was well
known and this stranger whom he had
known but a few weeks, saw between
himself and James a striking resem
blance; there was the same high,noble
brow crowned with dark, wavy hair
while the black eyes fixed so tearlessly
upon him were like those of bis com-
mander. The only difference was
that the face of one man was much
older than the other and a heavy
beard covered his chin, while the
'younger Wan's five~ ‘was- smoothle
shaven. The Confederate’'s mipnd
wandered back to the day when he,
himself an only son, bad bade farewell
to his aged tather in Grorgia, and he
admired the mnobility of character
which the young Federal officer had
shown in thus exposing himeelf to
danger on his fatber's account ; but
war hardens the kindest of hearts and
when he heard his companions say
that they were wasting time he was
ready to bear his prisoner away.

One of the men gave a shrill whistle
swinging bis lantern over his head
which summoned some of their com-
panions to their aid. Tenderly they
laid Mr. Levimore upon a stretcher
and roughly takiog his son by the
arm were about to put fetlers upon
him when James said proudly, ‘* No
peed of that, sir, if I am your prisoner
I will go withoutit ; put firt I have
a request to make.”’

‘“What isit ?" demanded one of
the men, ‘‘we have no timeto loseas
wo are upon dangervus ground and an
enemy may surprise us at any
moment.”’

“*God grant that it might be so”
was the mental prayer of the young
man who now more fully realized his
danger ; bat with remarkable calm-
ness he drew from his pocket a waller
eontaining twenty-five dollars (ali the
meney he bad with him) he handed it
to one of the men who appeared
kinder than the others and said,
‘Please take this, sir, and use it as far
as it will go to provide comforis for
your wounded commander.’”’ Remem-
dering omly that bis father lay wound-
ed before him he added, “I regret
that 1 have not mure to gf% ; but 1
trust to your honor to do the best you
can for him."”

““Who are you ?’’ was the question
again put to him, ‘‘that you are so
nierested in an enemy*’’

ss1t matiers mot,’’ was the calm
reply. ]

Hud Peter Levimore seen his son
now and beheid the tears that glistened
in his eyes as he took a farewell glance
at him, James might have been spared
many months of suffering too ternble
te be described ; but stupified by loss
of biovd and the effects of the stimu-
lents given him, he slept on and did
not awake until safely lodged in camp
ready to be taken to the hospital.
During the weeks he spent in the
hospital enjoying the kind attentions
hi, gon's money had helped to buy for
him, he knew not that within the foul
walls of Andersonville pris .n, he who
had once been the pride of his heart
was pining away, daily suffering un-
told tortures more cruel than death
whieh would have ended his earthly
woes; nox did he learn until after the
close of the war that but for the kind-
ness-of an unknown union officer who
bound wp his wound he would have
died on the battle field,

As | have said the sufferings James
endured were more cruel than death;
but having on theeve of his last battle
been tortified by the grace of receiving
the sacraments, he had tried to sccept
hivfate with a Chriatian reignation,
2nd endemvoring to forget his own
sonsole his wretched,
» X6 was & comsoling fack

 which bad brought them to this loth-]

than disgrace bad brought him to
this, and when he saw the utter
wretchedness of so many of his com-
pany, who devoid equally of hope for
escape or the rewards of eternity,
cursed with their dying lips the fate

sume den; he thanked God for the
blessings he himself had received and
prayed forthe grace of perseverence
for himself and his ucfortunate breth-
ren. With the spirit of the early
martyrs who had suffered under
Roman emperors, James would fain
have followed their example and
.urped the place into a savciuary of
prayer, but in must cases his etfurts
were fruitless ; for while ina few de
spondent souls he succeeded in arvus-
iug to life the last embers of hope,
others in their frenzy even wentso far
as to curse him and call him s fool;
but he bravely kept up. . .

One day when he felt his own spirits
giving way, James retired o an ob-
scure corper to say the sorrowful
mysteries of his Rosary. ['ncobscious
of the presence of anyone he repeated
them aloud, and when he had fuished
his meditations upon the Passion, our
Bavior had given new strength to his
soul. Rising from his knees he turned
to find himeelf confronted by a tall,
powerfully built man who apparently
had once been a giant, but was now
reduced to a skeleton. His face wore
an ex pression skin to despair, while
the fire of approaching insanity
gleamed from the grey eyes fixed up
on him. A few weeks ago the young
man would bave shrunk 1w fright from
such an apparitivn, but having grown
aeoustomed- to- far--worse sights he)
spuke kindly to the man asking if he
could do anvthing fur him.

*‘No, said the man, ‘‘all that I
want is my freedom to go hack to my
wife and two ehildres whom I left in
New York,and that you cannot give.”

“I am sorry to say I cannot; but
we can only trust in God and hope for
the best.’’

““T'rust in God and hope,” be said
bitterly, *‘I tried to do that when I
first came here, six months ago, and
every day I read for my companions
from the little Testament, Nellis, my
dear wife, gave me when I bade her
good-bye. I prayed so hsri then that
| might be freed to go back to her;
‘but the men laughed at me and when
I saw how hopeless my prayers were,
[ gave up in despair.

“*You should not be so easily dis-
couraged. but contivue to pray and if
you do not meet your wife and chil
dren bhere you may meet them in
heaven.’’

‘““Heaven ! I believed once that
there was & heaven and a God, too.
Thet was when I used to attend prayer
meeting with my Nellie at the little
Baptist church at home; but sinoce I
bave been here I have ceased to believe
for if there wasa just God be would
never permit such men as the Rebels to
live.””

““Glod is just and if he afflicts us we
should try to bear it patiently for His
sake, reuniling our sufferiugs with
those He endured tor us while on
earth.”’ '

“*I't is easy enough for you to talk,
but wait until you have been here as
long 88 | have, and then if you are
alive you may not have the strength
and courage to talk and pray as you
donow. [ wasa stronger man than
you when I eame here and at home I
was called a giant, but look at me
now.”’

The man sank upon the ground ex-
hsusted and James sitting beside him
tried to tarn his thoughts upon the
reward of eternity for those who perse.
vere to the end. but the wan still
persisted that there was no God.

“At last James said, ¢ Have you
your Testament ?”

‘“Yes, 1 have often been tempted to
throw it away, but it is all that I have
left to remember my Nellie by, and
for her sake I bave kept it.”

. “Please let me see it.”’

From the breast poeket of his rag-
ged coat he drew a little well worn
book and thelight returned for a
moment to his eyes as he opened it
where there were two locks of hair,
one of & flaxen shade, the other like
his own. ‘‘Nellie cut those from the
heads of my little boys the night be-
fore I left home,”’ he =.id sadly.

James took the book and after ex-
smining the bair to please the father,
-he turned to St. John’s history of the
Passion snd putting in one of the early
to mark the place said: *I want you
to read this every day. Read it for
the sake of your wife and ehildren and
pray that you may mees them in
Heaven.”

The man looksd at him in amaxe-
meat and mid, *“I thought you were s
Catholis."* ce
L { ‘,‘."'_';, .

el

that duty to his fusher rather|

| promises for eternity, but promise_me |
that you will read what I have

“Certainly; why should'nt I "’
- “‘Because | thoughst Catholics did
not read the Bible.”

for the Bible contains for us the

marked."”

“I will try to, but it is hard to be-
Lieve after allI have suffered.”’

Jamessaw too plainly that death
was alrendy stamped on the man's face
and did not care to enter upon &
religious argument with one who had
firmly believed in the fiith he and‘
his wife had professed, so he left him
alone with his Bible. It wasa week
before they met again and then the
young man was pleased to learn that
the hardened heart had” been so deeply
touched by the suffering of the Re-
deemer that the man was prepared to
die a truly Christian death. A fow
dayslater he knelt beside him when the
peaceful end came and received his last
message to his wife,

“Please send Nellie her little Testa-
ment if you escape alive,,’ he said in
faltering tone, *‘and tell — tell her I
died trusting in God. Donot tell —
her how I —suffered but tell her I
hope - to meet her - in Hoaven.”

Those were hia Iast words and ere
another day bad passed the brave
soldier and faithful husband and
father was carried away to be buried
in an unmarked grave where no flower
could be strewn by the loved ones who
would never find his resting place.

Badly and slowly the weeks passed,
lengthening into months, each week
bringing its own suffering; and would
i injusti James toeay hip heart
had often failed him and he looked
forward to the death which seemed to
be stowly, but sarely approaching as a
happy release ? All hopes of escaping
slive were gone and i was a bitter
trial to feel that he would never again
meet his darling Marie, and Melissa
his promised wife; but something told
him that the former would reach
heaven before him and with her and
Alice to get him the way seemed
bright.: No matter how intense his
own sufferings might be, he still ried
to feel that otheras were more unfortu-
nate than himself and he tried to pro-
long his life rather than shorten it as
some of them had been driven to do
Through his wost bitter trials his
rosary and Melisa’s medal had been
sourcee of great solacs and many times
during the long da:s, and still longer
sleepless nights, he might be seen with
his beads in his hands, his lips mov-
ing in prayer which he was often "too
weak to say aloud. .

James longed to receive the sacra-
ments in preparstion for death; bat
this was hopeless and he was almost
on the verge of dispair when a saintly
Jesit arrived among & baod of prison-
ers. The man like himself had been
delicately reared in. the home of
wealthy parents, and had before him
the brightest promises the world could
give ; but he saorificed all for the
humble habit and laborious life of
religious. At the first call to arms
he had been sent as chaplain to one of
the Northern regiments and had gone
fearlemly into the thickest of the bat-
tle, attending alike to the spiritual
wants of the men: from both sides
whom he found dying on the field.
He had paseed unharmed through the
greatest dangers until tsken prisoner
in company with a wounded Union
soldier whom he was trying to assist
back to the camp, His companion
died the day after their arrival ; but
the life of the good Father O’Brien
was spared and his presence did much
toward cheering the broken spirits ot
those helpless men among whom he
continued his missionary labors with
indefatigable zeal, and. between him-
self and James & warm friendship was
formed ; the young man thanking
God for what he supposed to be the
closing days of his life.

(To be eontinued. )

THE FYORTY HOURS .

The official order for the month of]
March is as follows : — March 3, |
Brockport ; Aurora ; Mt. Morris;
Waterloo. 10 — Fairport ; Weeds
pors ; Penn Yan. 17—Lyons, Port
Byron ; Pittsford, Mumford ; 88,
getor ‘and Paul, Elmiras. 24— East

loomfield; Stsnlsy, — Spencsrport;
Holy Bopary, Trumsnsburg.
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Many favors havs besn granted to
devout clients of this great patrons
through the istercession of the Sisters
of St. Joseph; who during the “Entire’

‘“Those who say so accuse us faleely |

‘ples laid down by Divine falth, have

It 1s most important that

ENCYCLICAL LETTER.
- ON-CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY.

(Continued from Last Week.)

tian Democracy, as Christian, ought
to have as its foundation the princle

ing regard, indeed, to the temporal
advantage of the lower orders, but e-
signing therewith to fit their mind for
the enjoyment of things eternal. Ao~
cordingly, to Christian Democracy let
there be nothing more sacred than
law and right; let it bld the right and
holding to be kept inviclate; let it
maintain the diversity of ranks, wh'ch
properly helongs to a well-ordered
State: in Ane, let it prefer for human
association® that form and character
which its Divine Author has imposed
upon It. Clearly, therefore, Soclal and
Christian Democracy can have noth-
ipg in common; the difference be-
tween them is no less than that be-
tween the seetarianism of Soclaliem

law.

Far be it from anyone to pervert
the name of Christian Democracy to
political ends. For although Democ»

fvom extravagance or

and the profession of the Christlan | other proserved agalt ;im iy

MOSIEY BIRY DOw-.
woll as &0y suspiclon -of
tgnifieation attachiy  tor
making exception of | 0%
tain persona regarding the: fore .

!‘n":_—g . ne n
moerady; ideas whidh. mrd

there will be mo single persan to-find piws
fault with an-endeavor, conformably::§ &

te the Jaw of neture angd of God; s0 do--4
werely this, 10 make the: lives.of I
borers and nrtinn:m 2 ) ¢
and gradua?™y to wlys faem.
poriunity of self-culi ?i‘ﬁ,; s that' Koash
tome and v the world they may free=| o'
Iy fulfil the obligations of virtue aud { ne
religion. may feel thomgelves 10 be | 4
wen, and 1ot mers anjmaly Christian

tain that “one thipg needful”.. that’
final good for which we came inde {his |
world. This i the aim 1-8;:1% task.
of those' who would hawe the common ;
people in a Christlan apltit "ok tha
one hang suitably relleved, and !15;

of socialism. . S
Wo spoke Just now sdyisediy
tue and veliglon, For it ls the

racy, by its very name and by philo-
sophical usage, denotes papular ruls,
yet 1n this application it must he em-
ployed altogether without political
gignification, eo at to denote nothing
whatever besides this benefioient
Christain action upon the people. For
patural morality and the precepia ot
the Gospel, for the very reaseon that
they transcond the chances of human
oxistence, must necessarily be inde-
pendent of any particular form of civ-
il government and adapt themselves to
all, so long ae there is nothing to
conflict with virtue and right. They
are. therefore, and remain in
snlves absolutely external to all con-
filct of parties and VICIEBRUUEE Ui-UE™
currence, 50 that, under whatever
kind of government, people may and
ought to abide by these precepts,
which bid them love God above all
and their nsightore as themeelves
This has ever bosn the morality of
the Church; by it Roman Pontiffs
have constantly dealt with BStaiss,
whatever might be their execnilve
government. And this belng so, the
mind and action of Catholics, when
devoted to promoting the good of the
lower orders, cannot by any possl.
bility aim at embracing and introduc-
ing any ono form of government fo
pre*=rence to another. o

335t In the samo way musat Christian
Dimocracy repudiate the other ground
of offence, which arises from paying
6o much regard to the interests of
the 1pW.r cluskes &8 {0 wtom tO DRSS

tion and developmment of the State.
The Christian law of charity, which
we have just mentloned, forblds this.
It s large onough to embrace &
ranks &8 bolonging to one and the
same family, the oftspring of the
same All-beneficent Father, redcemed
by one Baviour, and called to the
same otermal Inheritance, This s, In-
deed, the Apostle’s doctrine and moni-
tion. ‘One body and one Spirit, as you

{Bph. iv. 4, 6). Wherefors becauss of

.socety, which Is made mroré intimats

comman peopls must extend to these
other classes, the mors becatse it is

the work 1s to be successful, ‘
shafl show below, %hia;. !tt‘l}ey should be
invited to take par 7
God forbld that under th enkime of
Christian Democracy should lle the
surreptitious afm of throwing off &ll

enjoins respect for all  such as in
their everal degres hold office in the
State, and further enjoins obédience {0
their lawful commands. This 4 ‘the
only attitude worthy of a man and a

dained: “Let ewwry soul be subject to
the higher powers,” (Rom. xiil, 1, 8).
It is absolutely - IncoBsistent -with
Chrigtlan profession, that anyohs

Church, especially to Bishops, whomy
(without prejudice to the ~ suthority
of the Roman Pontiff over all #nd
rule the Church of God, which He
hath purchased with His own Blood.”
(Acts xx., 28). Anyone who thinks op
acts differently is convicted of furght=-
fulness of the wame Apostie’s sl
eolempn injinction: ~“Obey your ' pira:
Hiates -and - be- sitbjvct—Lo—thoni - Fo
they watch #8 being to render aii ¥,
eount of your souls.” " {He

should, all and ench have thésg
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minister, about. sacred thiy
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all, and through all, and in us &1 |

the natural co-ordination of the com 'my di
mon people with the other ranks of

by the law of Christian brotherhood, |oul
it eurely follows that whatever, dili-jen
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clearly proper, and even mnecessary, it |mark
s We ot {

obedience and turning away frono. In
those in lawful authority. The law the le
of nature, no less than that of Christ,the d

Christian, and ought to bb taken up | regard the ¢
heariily and as a matter of duty, “for | toward ano
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