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S e took -a large Sask from his haver­
sack and shared i t wi th his men. Ther 
they began tn sing and dance again, aL 
of them wild w i th dr ink . 

I t w a s an urpy (if savages. T h e fire 
had died down and ceased to blaze 
only t h e red embers plowed in the dark 
ness. 1 could fet-1 the blackness of the 
night which rolled u p and encircled ut 
more closely. The gir l was a s immova­
ble as a statne. Her tawny hair shunt 
in t he d im l ight , and I could see that 
her face was st i l l whi te , but tha t wat 
AlL 

One of the men fell down present^ 
from sheer exhaustion. 

' "Let h im he, " said Crowder. " H P ' I J 
sleep as well tht-re as a n y w h e r e . " 

The man iv»ver moved, bu t bewail tt 
snore, (yid a set oud one yielded to fxer 
tiun and whisky and, s t ivt i 'hing hm»sell 
out mi the fn"i>uii(i, went to inhtant 
sleep. I 'nmdi- r hunt** If wan the thini 
and was fiilluwed h|w'i<<lily by the ethers, 
inrluuinjj til-- M'lituiel, vhu had jmued 
wi thout nbjif t iuu in toe orjiy T h e s i s 
men were sound unWp m a slumber 
heavy -wrrh wna rmes r •aWMTrjunr-

A last brand fell over in the cualsand 
blazed up The girl ruse f n nn t h e \ug, 
and by its l ight I ooubl nee tha t her fact 
had turned from whi t e to red. >ht 
walked quickly over to me and said m 
a voice shak ing wi th excitement and 
alarm: 

" T a k e me away from here, Mr. Mar-
•cell Take me away a t once ! I would 
irathcr bo wi th you than these nii-n. 
these savages, these bruti-d! Nor is yom 
life safe h e r e ! ' ' 

" T h e y wear the Brit ish uniform. 
They mus t be loyal Britiah so ld iers , " I 
oould not keep from saying. 

" I do not know what they are, " she 
replied, w i th alarmed insistence, "but 
let 's go. Fray take me at once. " 

She pulled at my shoalderu as if she 

wonld have me rise and go on the in 
stant. 

" U n t i e my w r i s t s , " I said. 
Pbe tugged at the cords, bn t could d< 

nothing. They wen ' t»ed too tight, 
" T a k e a knife from that drunker 

fool's b e l t , " I said, indicat ing one o 
the men. " D o n ' t be afraid. He won1, 

"w'aEpr"' - '--—--•-' - — . _ — - -
She took the knife from the man'i 

•belt and cut my bonds. I rubbed mj 
wrists together for a few minutes U 
take out the stiffness a n d to restore thi 
circulation. Again she urged m e U 

i i tart w i thou t delay. 
" W a i t a m i n u t e , " I said. " W e mow 

provide nurselsea " 
They had taken my arms from mi 

when they bound me, and I recoverer 
thorn, add ing to my supply Orowdor'i 

.pistol and some, ammunit ion. Then J 
turned to the horses. 

Old P u t ' s great dark eyes flameC 
with approval and gladness. He har 
stood at hiH halter 's li-rigth. watehmp 
the orgy and my rvsrun with atteutioL 
and unders tanding 

" We' l l bid farewell to those bfnub 
now, old comrade, " I said in a whisper, 
pat t ing hin nose. 

He •fc'as' too caut ious t-o w h i n n y a re 
ply. The brown hack w a s near him, but 
I saw another am>>iig t host" belonging t» 
tho g n e m l h i s whicli I fancied nincl 
mom than he. I hast i ly changed Alist 
Howard ' s saddle to h i s back, assisted 
her to mount and sprang upon Old I'ut 

I turned the heads of our horses to 
ward the northwest, but as tho wondi 
before us were dense and interlaced 
wi th wiry bushes and creeping vinei 
we dared not a t tempt more than a walk 
Tho horses s tamped and neighed a s we 

(left them. The gi r l ' s mount stepped on 
a large, dry branch, which broke with 
a crack l ike a pistol shot. Nor d id ill 
luck stop a t t h a t The abandoned 
horses, f r ightened by the report, neighed 
and stamped again , creating a great up-
troar. 

The sentinel , who was the le.i.M 
.drunk of tho party, sprang to his fei t 
rHe was yet half ouzod with sleep and 
'liquor, but he saw the dim figun-s of a 

y f.. , , , . ,«', *V y * , „» A t- ,-
r»iirmil¥»'Hi»>iMimi |iii|^li!li||lHillilj^iij il •nVll&ljQnn } u i l t f ' n .W«iW"wi< ' J , 

the J i t t i ceworS of the booghs and then 
another auid a n o t h e r a n d knew t h a t we 
would soon b e in t h e open. T h e g i r l ' s 
horse s tumbled , a o d she uttered a l i t t le 
cry of d i s m a y , ba t in a moment the 
horse w a s Eteady o n his feet again , and 
we went on. The beams g r e w more 
numerous and fused i n t o a broad shield 
of m o o n l i g h t T w o minu t e s more and 
we •would be ou t of the wood and in to 
the c leared g round , w i t h the fields rac­
ing behind us. 

But t h e l ight had i t s ev i l for us. 
Against its broad si lver disk we were 
si lhouetted l i k e the man in t h e moon, 
and the popp ing of pistols to ld us tha t 
we bad become good targets. One bul­
let passed so close to my h e a d t h a t I 
thought i t m o s t have c a t a look of ha i r 
in i t s passage, and I took it a s a warn­
ing to hurry . 

" H a s t e , Miss H o w a r d ! " I sa id . " W e 
i r a a t to be beyond pistol sho t in the 
cloaxud fp t tand, for the r ight wi l l iretp 
them t h e r e ' ' 

&ho w a s riding welL and h e r expres­
sion w a s firm a n d courageous. We 
shook t h « iv i n s against t h e necks of our 
horses, a n d tak ing the chances of busli 
and vine sped into the open a s a volley 
of pistol shots whistled after us . 

I uttered a shont ha l f of pleasure, 
half of defiance, t o o u r pursuers and 
bade Old i 'ut show them wha t it was 
for a real hort>e to run h i s best. I had 
contiilfnoe, too, lu the h<irse that the 
girl rude, for h e was long limbed. He 
looked l i k e a s trong animal, a n d he cer­
tainly h a d a clean, fast gait tha t kept 
h im alongside of Old P u t 
, I regarded our escape a s assured, and 
the girl seemed t o take a l ike view of 
the case. Relief showed in her eyes. 

".Miss H o w a r d , " I said cheerfully 
and egotistically, " I congra tu la te you 
on the improvement in your company. " 

" At a n y ra te , you a r e still a rebel, 
w i t n a rope a round your neck. " 

' ' I seem to have been preferred to the 
British behind us, w h o do not have 
ropes around their nooks, b u t deserve 
them. Remember that I ride wi th you 
at your own inv i t a t ion . ' * 

" T h e n you consider me s t i l l your 

worthy running m»te ana oaiar*d», 
I leaped from Old I*uVi back and 

snatched the girl from the saddle just 
as her horse reeled and fell and gave 
up his honest life with one great groan. 

I half lifted, half poshed, the girl 
upon Old Put's back, where she sat s»-
ourely despite the man's saddle Chieo 
she protested, but I roughly bade her 
be silent and obey me and we would es­
cape yet Then she said no more. 

"See the house yonder?" 1 said. 
" We will reach that and beat them oft. 
Maybe we will find allies there. This 
should be a patriot region." 

1 rested one arm on Old Put's shoul­
der. The girl was on the horse's back, 
and 1, partly supported by him,V ran by 
his side. It is a trick that the borderers 
will tell yea is common and useful 
enough. Old Put gave ine great assist­
ance, for he understood, and as we Sew 
along my feet at times seemed not to 
touch the ground. 

_ J -. 
• INK. 

Our pursuers reached the crest of the itself, " she said in a light tone, 

essooRh, she fwand in the Qaphcmnla 
piece of old Kailow candle, which she 
lighted and atai&k in the middle of the 
table. These idmple household unties 
seemed to revive her. Her eyes bright­
ened, her color came hack, and her first 
thought was half to defend, half tc 
apologize, for her previous collapse, 

"I was tired merely," ehe said, M l 
did not lose courage. Don't think that, 
I'm an English girl." 

"I never said you lost courage," I re­
plied. "I think that yon have borne 
yourself bravely, almost as well asac 
American girl would have done in the 
game situation.** 

"Show me the one who would have 
done better," she said, with asnapol 
the eye. 

Bnt that was manifestly impossibfc 
at the time, and I made no such at 
tempt. 

"The table ia ready, and we wait only 
fontee army to tase a seat and enjoj 

tattled ooaatijw^pNt^^^^-^" 

welhadenQttgh to. 4 » -fa carry otteiur 
quarrel with thoie men wfedde,** 

She went to the window and took a 
long look. 

"They *e» «JU Uy th» fes,** #h* 
•aid, "and f see yonr horse too. He i* 
dining like Che rest of as ." 

"Where f I cried, fox I w«* ferae 
what surprised at to* early reappear­
ance of Old But. 

"There's another crack he«*. tTa&it," 
she mid. "JDon't yon eee him gtajdng 
over there to the left in that field, was 
rounded by a tumbledown fence, or 
rather the rail* of what used to be a 
fence?" 

In troth, i t was 03d Put, about CO 
yard* to the left of the cavalrymen and 
gracing with supreme hone content, as 
if no enemv were within fiO milnaof 

««*«nMPiawH«m^pMa 

T * 

prisoner?*' 
"Oh, I am your s ; but, whether one or 

the other , 1 a m to be gu ide . ' ' 
Tho m e n behind us were si lent , and 

we • w e . sore of graining upon them. 1 
could see their figures r is ing out of the 
pla in in the nuitty K^y light, gigantic 
and distorted in shape, and the thud , 
thud uf their horsea' hoofs, a s regular 
as tb.e t i ck iag of a clock, came to our 

swell a n d raised a shout of t r i u m p h as j 
/hey saw the dead horse i n the path and 
the single horse r u n n i n g oil. carrying 
one of t h e fugi t ives and half carrying 
the other. 

I took one quick look backward and 
calculated t h a t we would reach the hu t 
in time. Our pursuers evident ly did not 
think so, fur t iny tired n o more ohots. 
The girl was si hint, her hands folded 
upon the pommel of my saddle and her 
face all whi te aga in S h e left the di- ' 
rection of everything to me . 

The cabin continued to rise from the 
plain, t h e corners, the eaves and the ' 
roof appear ing unt i l it stood before ufl 
dist inct and near a t hand. 

" N o w , Put, old comrade, grea tes t of | 
horses , ' ' I cried, ' * we a r e near ing tho 
goal! Show them how muoh strength 
and speed yon have kept in reserve for 
th is last effort 1 Show them wha t you > 
can do when you t r y your bes t !" 

He replied by deed, and 1 fa i r ly ! 
swung th rough t h e air as w e raced I 
s t ra ight t o t h e cab in I expected some 
tousled bead to appear, roused by t h e , 
thunder of s o many hoofs, bu t none 
c a m e The cabin remained s i lent a n d , 
lone There w a s u small ga rden , but no ' 
fence around e i ther it or "the housa I 

Old P u t dashed s t r a i g h t for tho door, ' 
as if be knew what was wan ted of h im, 
which, i n faot. he did, a n d stopped five 

feet in from of it so abrupt ly that the 
girl would have shot over his hoad had 
I not held her. 

She sprang to tho ground. I slipped 
the br idle off Did P u t ' s head, gave h im 

"Gome and take a look at our ene­
mies first,"! si»id, noticing how hoi 
strength and courage had come hack and 
how well they became her. 

She put her eyes to ono of„ the cracks 
and looked out. Crowder and his men, 
unconsciously imitating ns, had begun 
to make themselves comfortable, first by 
building a great bonfire and then by Bit­
ting around it and keeping themselves 
worm. They had tethered their horses 
near, and from their position they could 
watch the house very well and detect us 
if we came forth. 

" Why do they follow ua ao persistent, 
ly?*' the girl asked. 

- "For a variety of reasons," I replied. 
"I might mention for one that they art 
anxious to take me. You know you told 
them that 1 was the bearer of very im­
portant news which I would tell undei 
proper pressure to Tarleton." 

"Bnt that waa not tame," 
"They do not know that it waa not.'' 
"I wish they were real Britiah sol­

diers, "she add. " 1 do not believe that 
any of them ever saw England. I be­
lieve they are American Tories, maybe 
Americas rebels in British uniforms." 

1 did not care to argue with her, such 
Is the strength of prejudice founded on 
teaching and training, especially Brit 
ish prejudioe and most especially the 
prejudice of British women. 

"Why did you toko off his bridle?** 
she asked as sho turned away from the 
window. 

I had hung up Old Put's bridle on a 
nail in tho wall. 

f tit PMt-TUtt 
Train* httv*. fro**** wri****! _ _ , 

Aveaat Sta l t^ Rocb*-t«r u M"**»3<fs 
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Train* arrlwt f r « t *fcw Baft, 

» , IQ ac.» tt;te a a , ^ t j fc -^ya^xt **. "* 
him. It was a eoathern dope on which 
he stood, and I suppose some blades of 
grass had retained their freaUneas and 
tenderness despite the wintry winds. I t 
was these that Old Put sought, wftuths 
assiduous attention to detail and keen 
eye fox grist characteristic of him. 

There was a fine, full ^mh shod* 
ding a silver gray light over the earJh, 
Old Put waa clothed in its radiance, 
and we could see him as distinctly as if 
he stood at the window*—the long, tape** 
ing head; tho velvety nose, which slid 
here and there over tho grasa in feftroh 
of the tender stems; the sinewy neck 
and the long, powerful body, marked 
often, it ia true, by wear and war, bat 
in the prime and zenith of it* strength. 
My saddle waa still upon hi* back, but 
that waa a trifle to which he had long 
since grown aoouitornedin hia Ufa with 
a cavalryman. 

How rash of him, I thought, t o ooo» 
so near the British I The old doubt 
which I had of Old Pat what he allow­
ed himself to bo deceived by the girl 
came .back to me. Perhaps he was real* 
ly growing old, falling into his dotage. 
Surely nothing else could account fur 
his taking such a risk I X would have 
shouted to him to go away had I 
thought he oonld hear me, hut X knew 
my voice oonld not reach him, and i s 
suspense and anxiety I merely watched 
that old horse as he continued to graas 
almost within the light of his enemy's 
oampflre. 

I txo mi ooHtnrmn,] > 

tr?i 
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ears. _ _ ... 
w a y do we go?'' asked the 

girl. 
" T o Morgan , of c o a r s e . " 
"Then J bhall toon bo wi th my father 

and friends aj^uiu.' ' 
" W h y dn you think s o ' " 
"BpoauwTiirl i- toij wi l l certainly Uvke 

Morj?an, and of course I ahull be re­
taken ." 

HbflliMiki'd at m e w i t h much of the 
old sparkln ami defiance and the abso­
lute faith 111 IJritiRh valor t h a t B u t i s b 
defeats s*-enied uuablo to shaktv I was 
annoyed, and my pat r io t ic pr ide was 
hur t . 

" "You serm t o tak»- it fo rp ran ted that 
Tarlt'ti'ii will win if he hhould overtake 
Morgan ' ' 

" I (In •• 
" Y i t ymi haM' h«-ard tho news from 

Kind 's M'ltmtain' '" 
" A 1 h.iiii ' an iiccideiit. " 
" T h r -v;inii' c-luwiie, tho same accident, 

may ha] j >' 11 agam " 
"Ni ' \ 1 r " 
I O'uM int say her nay , for were wt 

not rein rfluiK steadily In-fore the ad 
vanc<'uf Tarli'tnn, a rctr*«it tha t seemed 
to a l l in In' tho part of wisdom, for 
agn.it) If-t it In* wild that we wtiT> fewer 
in umntit-rs. f a r inferior in equipment , 
and iimro than half of our l i t t l e army 
wpn- raw troops, fa rmers I T h e exhila­
rat ion uf the flight and escape disap­
peared for the t ime, and a heavy depres­
sion took its placu 

«_ ^i> "JftP "'"* m-iad:. 

C H A P T E R VX 
IN A STATE OF SIEQE. 

Old P u t stretched h i s neck, and the ', 
regular, s t eady beat of h i s flying hoofe ' 
was mur to to a man w h o loves a good 
horse. B n t t h e now horse, too, length- | 
ened hiH s t r ide and kept b y my side. 1 1 
judgt-d t h a t he was a good comrade for 

" ( J o ! " 
He gal loped around t h e house and 

disappeared, bin hoof beats dying away 
in the darkuetiH. Then I shoved thedooi 
open and rushed i n , dragging tho girl 
after m a I s lammed back the door and 
looked for t h e bar that is commonly 
used as a fastening in snob frontiei 
hoasea There it was, aihd I shoved it 
into its place. Nothing bu t a bat ter ing 
ram could bn-ak in that door now I 

"Safe for t h e t ime I" I cried. " I defy 
them to take u s in th i s fort I" 

Then I limlind around mo. The gir l , 
half fainting, had staggered against the 
wnll and was leaning there. I t w a s a 
house of but a single room. O n a wide 
brick hfar th a Are was s t i l l burning, or 
ra ther sinnlih-riug. yet it t h r ew out 
enough light t o diM-low tho contents of 
the room. N<> human being w a s there. 
Everything of value except t h e heavy 
furni ture, which w a s of tho rudest de­
scription and worth no t much more 
than r aw lumber, had boon removed, 
and the wholo appearance of tho plact 
indicated that it« occupants h a d taken 
a ha«ty departure. It w a s easy enough 
to gue*H the ranui. Home poor family, 
fr ightened by the converging of the 
armies upon th i s region, and w i t h good 
reason, too, for no other state was har­
ried in th is w a r as was onrs of South 
Carolina, had gathered u p thoir portable 
goods and fled to safer quarters and per­
haps not an hour before our ar r iva l , ai 
the fire sti l l b u r n i n g proved. 

" T h e y m i g h t have made things a lit­
t le more comfortable fo r U B , " I said 
cheerfully, for my sp i r i t s bad gone np 
wi th a leap, " b u t i t ' s good as i t is, and 
we haven ' t a n y r igh t to complain. Mr. 
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want to put it on him again, which 
won't be long, I hope," I replied. 

"Why, tho horse is gone I" she said. 
I laughed, laughed in her face, which 

turned red, and then, soeing that it was 
red, deliberately lnughod again. Here 
was a woman who prided herself on her 
intelligence and quickness of mind, and 
with good canso, too, so I had begun to 
believe, and yet after passing a day and 
part of a night in Old Put's presence 
sho kuew so little about him I 

"Why do you laugh?" she asked red­
ly and angrily. 

"I laugh at your ignorance," I said, 
"the fact that you know so little of our 
comrade, in many respects the shrewd­
est and ablest of us thrcsv as ho is cer­
tainly the swiftest and tho strongest. 
That horse has not left as. I merely 
took his bridle off in order that ho 
might not bo troubled with it, that he 
might eat better, for no doubt be will 
find somewhere aronnd here, even in 
winter, a bit of grazing on somo shelter­
ed and sunny southern slope. He will 
tako oare of himself and come back to 
us when we need him." 

"But suppose the guerrillas tako 
him?" 

"I wish 1 was aa sure that they 
would not take us," I said. 

! Then I led the way to the table. I 
drew up the stool for tho lady and an 
old pine box that 1 found in a corner 
for myself. A little water was left in 

[ the canteen. She drank part of it and 
, said: 

"Here's to the health of King 
George I" 

I "Yes," 1 said as 1 drank the re-
'mainderof the water, "this is to the 

W«hingto"n, Atl.ntlO City and nil 
Pomta E»«t South, or W«»t. 

Departures «ntl Arrlv»l» at South A**. 
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South Carolina farmer, whoever you are health of King George—George Wash-

tman and a woman ri ' l iug away from the ' Old Put. The plain, grassy a n d undu-
l l i t t le encampment , and h» knew that, lating, rolled away before us , and I 
,according to the plans of Captain C'row-
'der, it was not wha t should be. l ie i.red 
a hasty pi«tol shot in our direction, the 
bullet c l ipp ing the dry twigs above oui 
heads, and then shouted to his comrades-
to awake, g iv ing emphasis t o his crie* 
wi th many s tu rdy kicks. 

"Look out for your head!" I shouted 
to Miss Howard. "An untoward bough 
might prove fatal . And be sure you stay ' 
w i th m a " 

" I ' l l not leave y o u , " she said. 
" N o w , Old P u t , " I said, " l e a d us 

out of t h i s . " 
He ourved h i s long neck in the dark­

ness and looked ahead w i t h sharp brown 
eyes. I let t h e reins f a l l loose, a n d he 
^ o u n d about among t h e trees w i th a 
judgment t ha t w a s never at f a u l t The 
other horse kept close a t his side. Be­
h i n d us we could hear the cries of the 
awakened m e n a s they leaped upon 
the i r horses and rode af ter us, shouting 
to us to stop. T w o or th ree more pistol 
shots were fired, but t h e air received 
them. 

If the men could see a t all, i t was but 
dimly, t hough they could fpllow u s by 
t h e hoof beats of our horses and the 
.tearing of the vines and slapping of the 
ibushes a s we passed T h e y made such a 
.prodigious curs ing a n d swearing that 
w e were never i n any dorabt a s to where 
they were. I had a mind for a moment 
t o send t oward t h e m a pistol ba l l which 
would s top the i r fuss, but I concluded 
t h a t t h e more noise they made the bet­
t e r i t would be for us, as it gave u s ex­
a c t w a r n i n g of the i r approach. They 
d id not seem to be gaining upon ns, 
Which w a s a satisfaction for t h e present 
O u t on t h e p l a i n they wou ld see ns 
more d is t inc t ly , b n t I believed tha t onr ' 
fcones oonld leave them there. 
\ . . I sajr a beam of light.shininar through 

could not see i t s end. 
O u r pursuers hung on, and I dis t ract 

ed their silence. It betokened resolu­
tion, a de te rmina t ion to follow us mile 
after 1..1I0, to hang to the chase like 
hounds after a deer. I judged tha t 
among Crowder ' s mot ives chagr in at 
having made such a fool of himself 
and a desire t o repair t h e e r ror were 
the s trongest The men did n o t spread 
out fan shape, but followed us in a 
close group. I was still sure tha t we 
were gaining, though v e r y slowly, and 
they soemed t o think so, too, for pres­
ently they fired two or t h r ee shots , as if 
they hoped to frighten n s w i t h spent 
balls. T h e g i r l ' s horse snwayed a bit to 
one side, and I though t he h a d stum­
bled aga in , bnt she said h e w a s merely 
startled b y the pistol shots, and, pul l ing 
him back into the t r u e course, we gal­
loped on. 

W e crossed a swell of the ea r th , and 
far on t on the pla in I s a w the d i m out­
lines of a small house, or r a t h e r log 
cabin, r is ing from t h e ear th . T h e g i r l ' s 
horse threw np bis head and ut tered a 
neigh, or r a t h e r a c r y or a grea t sigh, 
for it was almost l i ke t h a t of a h u m a n 
being, and staggered from side to side, 
bis pace s i n k i n g qu ick ly from a sure 
ga l lop t o a sbaky trot. The horse 's 
great eyes were distended w i t h pa in a n d 
fear, and blood and foam were on h i s 
l ipa A d a r k r e d clot of blood appeared 
upon his side, and I knew then t h a t one 
of t h e bal le ts wh ich I t h o u g h t would 
fall short had s t ruck him a n d t h e wound 
was mortad. 

• W i t h o u t my hand pul l ing upon h i s 
rein Old P u t s topped and looked a t t he 
other horse w i t h eyes of pity a n d sor­
row, for l i e k n e w w h a t -was go ing t o 
h a p p e n — b e k n e w h e was going t o lose 
one who iUMTbeen. p r o v i n g h imsel f a 

and wherevt r you a r e , w e thank yon 
The g i r l smiled f a in t ly and walked 

mechanically t o the fire, where she sat 
down on a rude stool and spread out her 
fingers before the coals a s if she were 
in her home, 

" T a k e a l i t t l e of this, " I said, for 1 
saw that she w a s half dazed. There was 
ye t a l i t t l e whisky lef t in my flask, and 
I handed i t to her. She obeyed me l ik t 
a child and d rank i t . 

Then I turned m y a t ten t ion to the 
single window, which w a s closed wi th 
a heavy but i l l fitting shutter, som« 
wander ing moonbeams finding a way 
through the cracks . Peeping out, J 
oould see the guerr i l las dismounted be­
yond pistol sho t a n d holding a confer­
ence. 

" T h e y a re t a lk ing , bu t let ' em talk , 
m y dear, " I sa id to the g i r t "They 
can ' t get ns in this cabin. Wha t a neat , 
stout l i t t l e place it i s l " 

I real ly began to have a friendly feel 
ing toward her . W e had been through 
so many dangers together , and beside' 
she was m y prisoner. I t is m u c h easiei 
for the conqueror to be generous to the 
conquered t han for t h o conquered to be 
generous to t h e conqueror. <?-

She d id not reply e i ther to m y words 
or my manner . Her cheeks, which had 
been so w h i t e before, were faintly 
flushed w i t h pink, b u t I could riot tell 
whether i t w a s the fire or n o t . Sh« 
seemed to me t o be i n a s t a t e of collapse, 
na tura l t o a g i r l , even the strongest and 
bravest, af ter s o much . 

" N o w set t h e table fo r u s , " I s a i d 
" W e m u s t e a t a Ht t l e after o u r long, 
hard ride, for we will need our strength. 
See if yon can't find a candle in thai 
cupboard. And, here, take my bundle 
and get ont the food," 

I handed her the wallet of bread anc 
meat which I had snatched from Old 
Put's back almost with the same mo­
tion with which I had swept off bit 
bridle. She took it, drew therongh pine 
table to the center of the room and 
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ingtou! I'm glad to see that your con­
version has begun." 

She frowned at me, but we had an 
amicable dinner over the scraps never­
theless. I stopped at intervals to watch 
the progress of the partisans ontside. 
They had not yet mado any movement 
against us, and all sat or lay around 
the fire. I counted them—six—and I 
knew that all were there, as choice a 
lot of scoundrels as one could find on 
the soil of the 18 colonies, 

I turned my eyes away from the crev­
ice to look at the girl. The rest and the 
bite of food had made a wonderful im­
provement. She was a true English 
rose, -I could see that—a rose of Devon 
or Warwick or Kent, or whatever is fair­
est among their roses, a girl with yel­
low hair that shone like fresh gold in 
the sun, tinted with red in the firelight, 
and a brow of white and cheeks of the 
warm pink that is the heart of the pink 
rose. Oh, well, aa I said twice before, 
everybody knows that tbe most beauti­
ful women are the most dangerous, and 
I wondered if these Saxon maidens of 
old England were ever an exception. 
For a moment I felt a f eelingof warmth 
and kinship to old England, bnt then 
this England, which is so kind to herself 
and so appreciative of her own merits, 
has never been anything bnt an enemy 
tons. » 

"What are. yon thinking-of, Mr. 
Marcel?" she said suddenly as she looked 
up. "Why are you so serious?" 

' 'I amaafeanished that yon should ad-
drees me as Mr. Marcel and not as a 
rebel, with a rope aronnd his neck." 

She patted the floor meditatively 
with her foot and looked away from me 
and at the fire. 

"It was a mistake due toforgetful-
ness," she said, with an air of resent­
ment. "I will not do i t again." 

"I wonld not forget epithets when 
yon speak of ns,"I said, "fomwil l iw* 
out of practice, and then g^fflpkJfe 
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