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AN ANCIENT BASLLICA

THE DISCOVERY OF “OLDST- MARY™S”®
IN THE ROMAN FORUM.

Cwelve Centuries Old-A Description of
Its Interior and Its Weli Preserved [dec-
orations An luteresting History of the
Oid € hurclnand Its Buallders, :

Finally we ccme to the great church
wh.ch has been revealed by the re-
moval of S. Maria laberatrice and
the ground behind it. At right angles
to the entrance, and ltimmediately be-
hind the shrine of Juturna, is a smal-
fe1 church, which, as the well-preserv-
ed elghth century fresco of the apse
ghuws must have bren dedicated to
the Forty Martyrs. Appatenuy our
authorities contaln no trace of aay
such ded.cation in this region. The
principal chirreh consisis of the two
great halls, which, constructed in the
second century between the Palatine
hill and the mpsssive brick structure
known as the Temple of Augustus,
were partly remodelied {n Christian
times and completely decorated inter-
pally with painting.

What was this church? On Dec. 21
the discovery of an inscription ans-
wered the question and put an end to

a long controversy. It is S. Maria
Antigua—~0ld S8t. Mary»"~ as Wwe
shouid say It was already “old” by
the middle of the .seventh century,

when we find it mentioned for the
fAirst time. ‘Then the ""Book of the
Popes” (lL.iber Ponuficeis) tells us

that in the early years of the eighta
century John VII. decorated it with
paintings, the reason, no doubt, be-
Ing that by the construction of the ad-
joining Papal residence it had be-
come the Papal chapel After the
ninth century the name disappears.
A few words must sutlice to g.ve an

| . .. Adea of Lhe remaing which bave DOW
Been reovered. Of the two halls of
classical times, the outer, though not .

open to the sky, was perbaps treated
as ap Atlrium, as 8hown by the num-

erous burial recesses (lucud) excavat-

ed In s walls. Its s.des, at least,
were completely covered with paint-
ings. but. they have suffrred so se-
verely that little uf importance can be
made out. The inper church I8 far
Detter preserved. 1n places the fres-
coe on the walls are to all intents and
purpuses as fresh as the day that they
were pawnted, and the architectural
arrangements are fairly easy to trace.
An apse has been hollowed out of the
back wal]l] of the square sanctuary,
which is flanked by two chapels, whue
the nave of the church was separated
from the alsles by two granite col-
umns on either side. Low screens di-
vided up the spave in a urious way.
Every inch of the surface of walls,
gereens, aud columns was covered
with pamtihng. Mot of that which
has survived belongs demonstrab:iy to
the middle of the e.ghth century. To
the left of the colussal Cunst in the
apse stands a Bishod with the square
nimbus, which shows that a contem-
porary persom I8 represented. Be-
glde him is his name; it is Paul L
(767-767). A glimpse, by the way,
was got of this figure when the apse
was excavated nearly two hundred
years ago, but the rest is new to us.
In the chapel to the left, beneath a
crucifizion of extraordinary brilliancy
which fills the recess above the aitar
(the base of which still stands in its
place), the Virgin is represenied, sur-
rounded by Peter and Paul, Quricus
and Julitta, the saints to whom the
chapel was dedicated, as wintings
on the side walls show. tne two
figures at either extrem.iy of
group, with the square niubus and his
name clearly inscribed. stands Pope
Zacharias (741-752). To the right an
ecclesiastic presents
ehurch to the Virg.n Bewde him an-
pears the inscription which settle-the
name of the church. Written fuliy it
runs. in the ungrammatical Latin of
the time: “Theodutus Pprimocerius
defensorym et dispensature Sanctae
Dei genetricis semperquebirgo Marie
qui appellatur antiqua. Theodotus

can hardly he any other than the
uncle of Adrian I, who, we are
told in thd "'Book of the Popes' be-

gan life as an officlal of the Byzantine
one of the highest dignitaries of the
Roman Church. The scenes from the
Old Testament which covered the side
walls of the church are in the same
style as these paintings. and formed
part of the same scheme of decora-
tion. But on the wall to the right of
the apse accident has revealed sever-
al layers of painting below. Without
attempting here to distinguish these
mainutely, one may s4y that the earl-
jest of them belong to a time when the
classical tradition of painting was
still vigorous, and that some of the
latter fragments, though harder and
more conventional in sty'e =till bear
evidence to the continv »f that
tradition, In any cas ré is a
world of difference between them and
the eighth century pictures. The
-gante impressiok i tor < ved by some
scenes from the life of Christ on the
side walls of the sanctuary, and, in a
less degree, by the fragments of Old
Testament subjecls mostly on the
screens in the body of the church.
They recall the miniatures which ii-
lustrate Christian MSS. of the fourth
to the sixth century. Now We know
that {t was not (with rare exceptiotis)
4ill after the Byzantine conquest in

the sixth centary that the ancient

Dbuildings in Rome hegan to be con-
werted into chuiches, By the seventh

%l contury, as We bate seen, St. Mary's
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istence to be distinguished” as "Anti-
qua’ from some more recent church.
The paintings which show the classi-
cal influence cannot be put later than
this, and oné wouid expact them to be-
long rather to the earlier days of the

work of John VIL is not ocovious; but
we must réemember how compara-
tively small a portion of the painted
surface of the interior has survived.
Then, in the middle of the eighth cen-
tury, the apse, chapels. and outer
walls were almost completely redac-

oruted Y

As one stands before the Crucifixion
{ n the side chapel, one cannot but re-
fect on the extraurdinary fortune
which has preserved to us a dated
p <ture of the eighth century with all
the freshness and crudity of 1ts orgi-
pa. color Relatively speaking. but a
short time must have elap:sed before
the church was abandoned, probably
after an earthquake which filled the
brilding wth debris and sealed up
the paintings till our own day. Frag-
mentary as are the remains, and poor
from an artistic point of view as is
the work of the eighth century which
¢forms the bulk of them, they are
nevertheless of immense importance
for the history of painting as helping
to bridge the gap between the end of
the classical tradition and the Dbegin-
ning of the Italian Renaissance, Just
where the evidence has hitherto fall-
ed us It is much to be feared that
the paintings, now that they are ex-
posed. will soon lose the freshness
of their coloring, as. indeed, soOme
have done already. They are protect-
ed so far as possible by wooden roofs,
and careful drawings are being made
of the whole, but it behooves those to
make haste who would enjoy the
un que privilege of seeing with their
ow" eyes specimens of the painting
of the seventh and eighth centuries,
pravtealiy as the arusts left them.—
London Times.

BULLET PROOF.

A Priest the Inventor of Cloth Impen-
etrable to Bullets.

Policemian Antonio Depka fired a
builet point blank at Rev Casimir
Zegien, of St. Stamsliaus’ Church, in
the City Hall, Chicago, last week.

The report of the policeman’s revol-
ver caused a sensat:on about the big
bulld.ng. but neither the
por the buliet disturbed Father Zeg-
len. The bujiet hit bim full in the
bLreast. but fell to the floor flat and
huriuless. Chief Kipley saw the
shou! g, yet be only laughed. The
faiher .caned over and p.whod up the
bt

Father Zeg'en s the inventor of a
buiict proef cloth He yrought a vest

of this 1 aterta. up to the top floor of
the .ty Hall to show 1t to the police -
chiefs wau Were meeting in national
cofivent au n the oflices of the tden-
ilcal.. . Lareau  Sume of the chiefs
wite s, L4l a» to wnether the cloth
waotlld 4.y styp a buliet, and soO
Father g en gave them a practical
demo. ~trauon.

Jlu - vest.” said  Chief Kipley,

["father Zeg.en, "wWas 1o-

It will stop any old kind of
you lire against it.”

madl

CATHULIC EVENTS OF THE CEN-
TURY.

The leading events of the century in
ed uare.

‘| he re-establishment of the Jesults
(1814).

The defeat of the persecutor, Na-
poleon, at Waterloo (1816).

The Act of Catholic Emancipation
pasecd by the British Parliament
[QEIRIN

The temperance movement set on

tne mode, of a

foot by Father Mathew (1»35).

The conversion of Joon Henry New-
man 1545-.

T accession of Pius IX. (1846).

The re-establishment of the Eng-
lish hierarchy (18.0).

The definition of
Conception of Our
(1854).

The Vatican Council*and the defi-
nition of the infallible magisterium
o{ the Pope (1869-1870).

The spoaation of the Holy See by
Victor Emanuel (1870).

The initiation of the Kulturkampf
in Germany (1872).

The accession of Leoc XIII. (1878).

the Immaculate
Blessed Lady

AN AMERICAN NUN IN CHINA.
A Sister of Mgr. O'Connell, Formerly
Rector of the American College in

: Rome.

The Independent says in its issue of
the present wetk: We have s&id that
there is not a single American Catho-
lic missionary in China. We were
mistaken. There s one Amercan Sis-
ter of Charity, Sistér Joannes, a sis-
ter of Mgr. O’'Connell, formerly rector
of the American College in Rome.

quote & few mentancesy”
“Qur suffering bears no comparison

of thousands flowed in streams, Telk
Marian over seventy Chinese boys,
younger than she, said to the Boxers
‘You may whip us, you may kill us,
but we will not sacrifice to the statue.’
They wers in the pagoda, and the
cruel Boxers took them by their little
legs and tore their bodles in two.
 Glortdus little martyrs. * ® ¢ Our Sis-
tere in

should first supply the poor before
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whieh Catholics are, as such, interest- |

Letters are published addressed to her
mothier and sister after sie had en-'!
dured the siege of Tien Tsin. We -

with that of Pekin, where the blood

jular _commerclal.- cquree; -4t

|

AL ?ll 9 ;

» may imagine how large was the piece
. the, received. The Boxers brousht
the Sisters to the pagoda to sucrifice
 themy and a  Protest*at gentiemad
headed a fand who rescaed them. A
lady. with pistol in hand. went with

Byzantine dominfoh. At p.esent the . the band te save the Sisters, She {8

i an American and a Protestant.”

CHARLATAN REFORMERS.

A prepcsal to abolish the New York
State Board of Charhies has now geen
put forward by the new Governor, t.nd
—says The Catholic Standard and
Times—is rasing sush a storm 9t
protest as bodes 11! for the suicess of
the sctheme—gne of these pet projects
whirh are being perpetually put for-
ward by charlatan reformers, nomin-
4lly in the interests of ~progress,” but
" really in that of bigotry or intrigue.

1he members of St. Thomas’ chursh
at Draddock. Pa,thep 0 @ L . .C
.hurch of the MonongahelaVal y. x-
pect to bulld a beaut.fui and ¢ w.no-
d.ous house of worship in the near
suture Part of the necessary fauds
have been provided. and Andrew Car-
ner e has promised to make a geld-
ciuns coatribation.

DRIVEN ¥ROM IRELAND.

A Publisher Who Upheld the Falth in
Two Continents.

The first defender of the Faith anu
upholder of the Church in this coun-
try who was an editor was Mathew
, Carey. At the session of the Penn-
gylvania Assembly in Janpuary, "™ 192,
one Fisher, a Quaker, in a debate r 1~
ative to granting a lottery privileges
declared “lotterles were like the
Pope's {indulgencies, forgiving and
permitting sins to ralse money.”
| Mathew Carey at once wrote the
Datly Advertiser that “‘Mr. Fisher's
upersion must be the offspring of ig-
norance and ltberality. A member of
S body who profess peace and har-
mony as the rule of thelr conduct
g g -ahstain - guch. 40 unwar-
Iranmb e on those who had of-
| fered him no oftense. The slander
' and persecution his own sect has la-
]bored under should have taught him
not to lend a too ready ear to the
volce of calumny. But there are too
many who believe that to be perfect-
ly hiberal it is not necessary to Keep
any term or abstain from any abuse
of devoted Cathollcs.”

Mr. Fisher at once expressed his
“regret that he ghould wound the feel-
ings of any indlvidual, much more of
a whole soclety, for whose general
character in this country he has a
very high respect.” He asked for
books treating of the subject, so as
_to “remove from his mingd a prejudice
which may have arisen from his belng
more conversgnt in the writing of
their opponents than their own.”

At fifteen Carey became a printer,
and while still a mere youth publish-
ed ""A Letter to the Catholics of Ire-
land ” in which the galling oppres:
stons of the Papal Code were lashed
with virtuous indignation. For this
he was prosecuted and hsd to fly to
_Paris, where he was befriended by Dr.
Franklin. After a year’s exlle he re-
turned to Dublin and edited the Free-
man's Journal. Carey, however, wasg
a bold writer, and of sccount of an
“atfack on the British Ministry he was
arrested and imprisoned for a long
time in Newgate. Finding {t impossi-
ble to remain in Ireland, he directed
his steps to the United States and ar-
rived at Philadelphis Nov. 16, 1784,
Two monfhs Tater he started the
Pennsylvania Herald, the first news-

. paper in America that furnished ac-'

curate reports of the legislative de-
- bates. Carey was his own reporter.

| He also was the first Catholi¢ pub-
lisher in the United States, though not

the first Catholic to publish a Catho- |

lic book—two preceded him—Talbot,
an Irishman, and Lloyd, an English-
man. But Carey was the first regu-
larly engaged in the publishing busi-
' ness who lissued Catholic books, and
though no public approval of the first
gynod, held in 1791, is known, the
fact that he sent proposals to the 8y-
nod snd published Catholic works se-
| cures him the honor of being our
| first publisher.

SAN MIGUEL’S, SANTA FBE.

The Oldest Church in America—
Brother ‘Botolph’s Interesting De-
seription.

Brother Botolph, president of 8t
Michael's College, Sante Fe, New
Mexico, who is visiting Rev. Brother
Junian Peter, director of St. Joseph's
Commercial College, Defroit, Mich,,
in epeaking of the chapel 6f San Mi-
guel at Sant8 Fe, of which he ’nas
charge, said that it is the oldest Cath-
olic church in America. It is suppos-
ed to have been built by Spanish mis-
glonarieg in 1580, but in 1680, with all
the rest of the main buildings of the
city, it was burned by the Indians, The
chapel was revalit in 1710, and the
greater part of it still remains as it
was originally built, except the tow-
er, which has undergome spmeo
changes. The date of erection is gary:
ed on a beam of the roof aid can Btill
be seen. -

St. Michael’s College was built in
1870, and consisted of a one-story
building, the walls being made, of
adobe and the roof of mud. At that

time Sante Fe had no public schools,

tha

v

and
school
pupils and about twenty boarders, The
. college has been enlarged to to ex-

Christian Brothers ran a free

tent of two three-story bufldings,
Pekid ate dogs and cats, and‘ .
T Biahop aald the priests and BItoTe Booriel aao Spealeh supdls ave taught
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are graduates of St. Michasel's.
Brother Botolph is a schadarly and
dignified old gentlemsan, very affable
apd courteous, and is a fine linguist,
Hé Is ona of a family of four boys,
aevery one of whom becsma Christian

-Brothers, —Two ot them-have gone-to |

their reward. The third is statione
at Ammendale, Md. Brother Baotolph
hes spent nearly fifty years in educa-

tional work, and mors than thirty.

among the Indians, Spaniards and
Mexicans, At the praent time they
have sixty day scholars and eighty
boarders at St. Michaul’'s, among them
wmany Americans. .

BLACKBALLING CATHOLICS

A shameful ease of hiackbal irg in
the German army is to be brought
before the Reichstag. Thres young
men, natives of Colagne, having duly
qualified as officers, applied for com-

lxhe application came, however,
{

missions. The officers vefore whom
do-
muried on the ground of their objec-
tion as Catholies to the duel. Quas-
tioned more clossly as to their exact
vlews on the question. the young men
gave it as thelr decided opinion that
dueling was sinful and that no man
should be forced to give or mcrept a
*hallenge. This settled the matter
with the board 6f officers. The subal-
terns were blackballed, and though
the Minister for War, on bdelng ap-
pealed to., cancelled the vote, a sec-
ond ballot only resnlted in a eecond
rotection. It is to be hoped that the
Relchstag will effectively inte ve'a
.0 put an end to a systap under which
onsciences are oppressed and suca o
iat deflance of authority as ls posst-
’le.  The Centre Party will in this
‘nsoc have behind it the Ldberalt and
he. Socialists,

- * -

The Misses Maxwell-Scott, descond-
ants of Sir Walter Scott. were among
the recent Catholic piigrims to Rome,

- L] -

ture. .

1 - [ ] [}

! The first gradusting class of tho
; training scheol for nurses at St. Jos-
eph’e hospital, Syracuse, received dip-
lomas oo January 24th, There Were

ten in the class,

During the nineteentk century just

past, the six sovereign pontifis there-
in relgning have placed seventy-cight
names on the roll of saints and have
pronounced 810 beatifications..
® % =
! At the annual dinnor of Manhattan
college's alumni, held a short timo
ego, Dr. Jose M. Ferrer anoounced
that $2 600 would be given to the col-
lege for an extension of the library.
¢ @ .
Holy Cross College chagpel, Wrroes-
t ter, Is the recipient of a new statue,
cester, Mass. It Is five feet four inch-
es in height, and {8 a representation
of St. Aloysius,
* 8 2
Rev. Joseph P.Hankey , of St. Leo,
Florida, has gope to Havana to labor
in the Church there, He will probab-
ly take charge of a printing estab-
lishment known as The Orphan Chil-
dren, which does much priniing of re-
liglous matter. '
*

L 2N

A7Piris correspondent records the
death of the Very Rov, Frere Joseph,
superior general of the Brothers of
the Christian schdols, which took
place recently at Montebourg, at the
age of 61. Frere Joseph was a man
of unusual ability, and will be a geri~
ous loss to his order. Three years
ago his full-length portrait was one
of the features of the Paris Salon,

* ® [ ]

The French Chamber has abolished
the “Red Mass,” on the grcuwed that
the ceremony at the opening i courts
wae an infringement on the r.gats of
the conscience of the magistrates!

PERSONALITIES.

A noted & w s oa elan, Dr,
Marcy, of Fifth avenue, who died with
the old year, was g clagsmate at Am-
herst College of Archbishop Bayley,
also a convert, and of Henry Ward
Beecher, He was reared a Presby-

terian, but after long, serious study |
| became a Catholic, Dr. Marey prac-

ticed for ten years in Hariford.
= L J 3

Queen Margaret of Italy has gepa-
rated herselt from the royal house-

hold and will henceforth live in & pal-.

ace of her own upon which the siind»
ow of an excommuunlication doss not
rest. She has asked that the parish
priest be permitted to bless her new
home, and the reguest has besn grant-
ed, For the first time since her mar-
riage she feeis herself a Catholic,
n s f

with about two hundred day.

Mother Aloysius of the Ursuliné, Sty
ters of New York, has opened a sdhool

{in Vedado, a fashionable suburl of
{ Havana,  She is assisted by Sister In-

carpatione sand  Sister Gabriel Irom

teachers The Sohool alreddy Bas 4 |
good attendance of pupils.  All the

teaching is done in Lnglish. Cuba i

. a good field for the Sisters’ schony, not

_only for the mon-sectarianism of the
public schools buf because in all of
them colored and white children are
indiseriminat Xy wmixed together
many of the public echools the colop-
ed pupils are in the majority. There
s now and alweys will’ be a large

class of Cubans desirous. of * having |
I5, Whets, cols |

: theis L"M;“MJ in. echools,

e
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PAULIST IISSIONS,

Wie———

2NE PREAGHED TO NON-CATHOLICS | thres piies
RECENTLY INNEN YORKs . o

Quostian of Taillity of Anglican Ordares~ §
S2vils oF Geeret Sunietiass Conslderedy

The annual mission to nou-Gatho-
les held recently in the Chureh of the
Paulsts, New York, Das developed
ieme interosting features. Indead, It
nay Le sald thal what gives the work |
»f non-Catholic missions ita peguliar
test 15 the fact that if is constantly
jevoloping nmew problems, This mis- |
ston has had a h of ‘splee through
the vislt pight night of 8 crowd |
) young “theologs'’
Ieological Ssminary.
:hem most of all was C
vatldity of Anglican Orders. '

The special way in which\thelt {
quer.es were framed for the question
pox indicated anything but = ssttled
«Late of mind on this, . to them, ~mo
nentous question. The eituation
&ﬁst this. All the enagalth bodex
eny the necessity of apostolic suc .
sesaion of the. need af avdets. The
Low Chiurch Episcopaliaus are’ praos
itcally of the same mind. On the oth-
or hand the Church of Rome, waick -
haa been ihe gront custodlan of Ihe
rite of ordination refuses to acknowls
edgo the validity of Anglican Urders,
Latule wonder then that the Aughcabs
snou,d begin to doubt what no one elss .
will admit the validity of, . A

If there ‘is one rospeot in Which
Catholic mission work doos moro good

than anpother, it {5 this, that it reach»
s men os nothing olss docs. Woman
aro naturally religlous. Parhapw it
would be too much to say that.men .
are naturally irreliglons, but It oers
harder for an individuxl of the male
persuasion to show the sitive yirtue |
of roligion then it is tor hie ‘Wwife ab
sister. A priest who -had-—Iately-fine

lished » missionary tour in the Bonth |

gays that ho was astonished to fnd-in.§
what practical heathenlem won-Oathe
olic mon there lved, “Many men’ hw
says, “told me that they naver attand- '
od church at all, nor had they doge a0
nnce childhood, When X inquired fur

ther, however, I found that thelr,

The fow men who did make s Dractics §°
of going ‘o the varlous Profestant.
placos of worship did 80, I diecoverdd.
just to please their wives’ = - = -

‘When w non-Catholls mieslon Is
piven it was my-exporisncq.thil..p 8. 1 B,
men eagerly came to it—and the o |
their own acnord; they did nob hmve

imat theso men wWero
the gift of the Misses Kelly, of Wor-

lromething to make men think, It is::

ithe church in the matfer, Ono
'saded with me, and I thought st

Vpired that he was & Freomason; A

{*mon-Catholie” te;}’f%lﬁ

ﬁaﬁarr~~nr¢wﬂ‘e;ﬁ%w

in

to be drogged there And 1 fonad-

the most Wiiling.
and interosted 1ewsuors that 1. had, -
'‘Father, one of wom #id to Mo, -
‘waoon you preach thers m'.so'methn%ﬁﬁ

it

to heat; there is somie sende in A

Prutestant Theologioal stadents Attend She {2l
Reciares and are Kplightonsd eu the | B '. R
T @ix,taf@«!

. The monéy: Pald
t 2pt tor b

Rew, Charles Dauriy;:
Previous Blood. chureh;
R. L, will devgbe the mons _
in: his Christia chllection: 1o the 2w

.»I~,~»v 3 ;,thg Lty

Bt. TCeorge's \Prol
rchutcm{i‘:!"

E -’” 3

hile - sehoot

first of oitisn dutiss
fot m:m%:xmg A

Teligion Into the Amining
308 polng.
Usems, _aid you

alxgls Srod spsobre
Insid Trom Migh b Jous

women-folke'—thelr Wives-and daugh- fiate
lers—-were ofton ohurch members, ‘| ¥chool

ST

e
nuh, Sister X
socond “dlsbadt g
thorm. ’g%:r- Tt Toomg
petior &t Rome
ot o B B
tars. -thrgu

P T
A Montais

ghout —Ihy:
WAL haviatieor T

tet Angeln .
4 Aty

"Rottie, -Blutdr .
“ilw. boikribe & XUD Wl i
Lineoln, #xd sha b ‘
: rooain b dye

vary different from the ‘hot alt’ the |
ministers give ue’” e
Stotornents such as this ought 10 <
sncourage missionmyy- work,—for-here-
yro men hungry for the trutb, enger 10
learn, AR
men are emsily brought ints. th
church when reawons aund fhcly -are
plaged before them, They are-intel
ligent, and what they ek is‘t oat
sonsible things sald. . The  ghurch
which o temches them & £h
which will Tecelve tisty allegiene
Another @evidence: of. “the lnte
excited” among the men  and: il
readiness to accept Uruth

samo missionarys “Olid evenl:
says, "1 was speaking. of Becrd
cictles, & quéstion wbout theit. I

peen asked, I sot forth theé pos ,iﬁmk

be was @ Catholic; but 16, It{%

last he arose and said; “Thg I
has conyinted me; he. i right->
masonry ought notftd stand D
g e and -Christ.— I thech
divine; if it does tome from
then i has a vight {o conmn
in such meiters as  that and,
tians are bound to ubeyh. 4
The man expressed the. whol
culty in one sentense; and ke
that sitch men s he . ave 0k
diced, that they will.acknow g
truth and the justice of the Cithollc
position When it e-fet-befdie uham
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